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VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

Lo1 tua

*
Noi dung quyén sach nay duoc viét vé cac nha vin & hai ngoai,
trudce tién 1a nhirng nha van da trudéng thanh ¢ trong nudc, ho
c6 chtrc nghiép, ho 1a ky su 1a nha gido, 1a nha binh, nha béo ...
vi nghiép vu chuyén mén, ho khéng cam but budc sang lanh
vuc vin chuong, hoic ciing ¢c6 nhu cao Huy Thuan, Huy
Phuong nhung ho khéng ndi danh nhu khi ra nude ngoai.

O nuée ngoai, c6 khi tr nha bdo, nha khdo ctru ho budc téi
lanh gﬁa van chuong, nhu Cao Huy Thuan, Tran Mdng Tu,
Nguyen Tuong Bach ...

C6 khi ho thir viét vi nhiing thuc bach riéng tw nhu Nguyén
Ngoc Ngan, nhu Cao Xuan Huy, Pang Chi Binh.

Mot vai nha van da ndi tiéng trong nudc sau nim 1975, nhung
khi ra ngoai quoc hoat dong lai ndi tieng hon nhu Pham Thi
Hoai chang han.

Dic biét mot sd nha vin vé huu dung thi gid ranh roi ciia minh
dé sang tac nhu mot thu tiéu khién cua tudi gia, lai dugc nhiéu
ngudi wa chudng tir nhirng truyén ngan cta ho nhu Tiéu T,
nhu Pham Tin An Ninh.

D6 14 nhitng nha vin, nguoi ta thuong goi 14 thudc thé hé mot.
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Mot sb nha van sanh & trong nude, di tiép thu van hoa phan
nao, ra nudc ngoai, ho dugc hoc hanh dao tao ¢ nha trudng noi
ho cu tra nhu Phap, My, Canada, Uc ... ho tro thanh nha van,
viét van theo ngdn ngi, van hoa ho da hoc, da tiép thu, nhung
hau hét déu hoai niém vé qué cha, dat t6, ho 1a nhiing nguoi
thudc thé hé nguoi ta thuong cho 1a mot rudi.

C6 nhitng nguoi dugc sanh ¢ hai ngoai, nhung cha me 1a nguoi
Vi¢t Nam, ho 1a nhiing di dan thudc thé hé tha hai, van nghiép
ctia ho phan nhiéu déu dién ta doi song di dan, nhiing kho khin
hoi nhap.

Ho déu la nhitng nguoi cé hoc van, tir ¢ nhan cho dén, tién si,
tac pham cia ho danh dugc nhiing giai thuéng danh gia trong

van chuong, dugc dich ra nhiéu thir tiéng, duoc ban khép noi.

Vi tap sach nay, trén hét quy tac gia dugc dé cdp dén, duoc
trich van, tho xin nhan noi day tam long tri an cia soan gia.

Xin moi1 doc gia thudng 1am nhitng ang van, tho cua céac tac
gia.

Tran trong,

Soan gia
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Tiét hai: Van tai no muon.

Nhing nha van dugc noi dén & Loi twa nhu Cao Huy Thuan,
Tiéu T, Pang Chi Binh, Cao Xuan Huy, Nguyen Ngoc Ngan,
Tran Mong T ... déu la nhimng nguoi 16n tudi, tén tudi cua ho

O trong nudc khong duoc biét dén vé vin chuong, chi ndi danh
khi ra nudc ngoai.

Ho n6i danh khi da 16n tudi cho nén chung t6i lam dung goi la
van tai nd mudn, tuy nhién van cua ho dugc nhi€u nguoi va
chudng.

Ciing vi tudi cao nén nhi€u nguoi stic sang tac khong dugc doi
dao, du rang tdc pham cua ho c6 gia tri van chuong.

Phan dong tac pham ctia ho n6i vé tham canh di tan, doi khat,
nguy hiém déi dau véi séng to, gi6 16n cua dai duong, cua
cudp bién ham hiép phu nit, giét ngudi khi chong lai chung.
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Hodc dién ta lai su tan khdc cua chién tranh, sy vo tinh cta lan
tén mi dan, tinh chién hitu bén nhau trong nhiing gio¢ phut gian
nguy.

Khong it nhitg tic pham d6 1én 4n cong san, da co tham vong
chiém 14y mién Nam, ché d6 ha khéc 1am cho nhiéu ngudi thiy
trude sy hiém nguy cho tanh mang, nhung ciing danh phai chap
nhén bo xt ra di, biét bao gia dinh ly tan, ngudi ngudi bd mang
ngoai bién khoi.

C6 nhitng tdc pham goi 1én n6i niém nhung nhé c6 huong, con
nguoi ai cling c¢6 tam long doi voi noi minh da chon nhau, cat
rin, noi mO ma ong ba, noi tudi tho da cap sach dén truong.

Nhitng tic phim d6, dd gép phan lam nén nén van hoc hai
ngoai ngay nay, va s€ dé lai trong lich str, trong van hoc Viét
Nam chung ta.
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1. Tiéu T

Tiéu Tir - V6 Hoai Nam (1930-20 )

Nha van Tiéu T, tén that 1a V6 Hoai Nam, sanh ngay 19 théng
7 nam 1930, tai quan Go Dau, tinh TAy Ninh. Ong 13 con trai
duy nhtt cua gido su VO Thanh Ctr, cuu gido su truong trung
hoc Pétrus Truong Vinh Ky, Sai Gon.

V6 Hoai Nam t6t nghiép k¥ su tai Marseille, Phap qudc nam
1955.

Nam 1955, ong vé Viét Nam, day tai truong trung hoc Pétrus
Truong Vinh Ky nién khoa 1955-1956.

Thang 10 nam 1956, 6ng vao lam viéc tai hang xang Shell Viét
Nam cho dén ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975.

Nam 1979, 6ng vuot bién va dinh cu tai Phap.
9
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Tu nam 1979-1982, 6ng lam viéc cho cong ty Puong Mia cua
nha nudc tai Cote d’Ivoire, Phi Chau, tir 1979.

Tt nam 1982, 6ng lam cho hang xang Shell tai Cote d’Ivoire
cho dén khi vé huu ndm 1991

Sau khi nghi huu, 6ng tré lai sdng tai Paris, Phap qudc.

Trude 1975, d6ng phu trach muc biém van “Tro doi” trén nhut
bao Tién, voi bit hiu Tiéu Tir. Bat hidu ndy 6ng van dung cho
nhitng bai tap vin va truyén ngan ctia 6ng tai hai ngoai, sau
1975.

Cho t6i nay, 6ng viét duoc 48 truyén ngian, mot s 6ng chon
loc lai, in thanh tap truyén xuét ban.

V6 Hoai Nam con 1a mot hoa si, tranh ciia 6ng 1a mot thé giGi
hién hoa tho mong két hop giita nhitng duong nét linh dong va
mau sic twoi vui dam tham.

Tac pham:

- Nhitng manh vun (Lang Van, Toronto, 2004)
- Bai ca vong co6 (2006)

Trich van:

Bai Ca Vong Co
Riéng tang nhitng nguoi con ca va con nho vong co

Tiéu T

10
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T6i vuot bién mot minh rdi dinh cu & Phap. Nam d6 t6i méi
c6 49 tudi, vy ma di tim viéc 1am dén dau ngudi ta cling ché
1a to1 gia! Vi vay, mot hom, khi chai toc, t61 nhin ky t61 trong
guong. Toi bong thay 0 d6 c6 mot nguoi co vé nhu quen nhung
that ra thi rat la: mét sdu, ma hop, mit day nep nhan trén tran, &
dudi mat & khoé moi, mai toc di nga bac cit tia thd so nhu tu
tay cit lay. Tir bao lau nay t6i khong dé v, bay gio soi gwong vi
bi ché gia, t6i méi thiy rang toi cla h01 trude nam 1975 va t61
clia bay gio - nghia 1a chi sau c6 may nim séng dudi ché do
goi 1a "uu viét" - that khong gidng nhau chit nao hét. Toi gia
thiét, gia trudc tudi. Cho nén, toi nhin t6i khong ra. Tir d6, mdi
ngay toi ....tap nhin t61 mot 1an, nhin ky, cho quen mét!

Mot nguoi ban lam viéc 1au nam & Cote d’ivoire (Phi Chau)
hay tin toi dd qua Phap va van con that nghiép, bén giGi thidu
t6i cho Cong ty Puong mia ctia qudc gia. Khong biét anh ta néi
thé nao ma ho nhan toi ngay, con giri cho toi vé may bay nira!

Xua nay, toi chua timg quen mot ngudi da den gdc Phi Chau
ndo hét. Va chi c6 vai khéi niém thd so vé ving Phi Chau da
den nhu 1a: O d6 nong lam, dat dai con nhiéu noi hoang vu,
dan chung thi da den thui Iui, t6i ngdy chi thich v trong, thich
nhay tung tung.v.v... Vi vdy, to1 hot ...ngan. Nhung cudi clng
r0i t6i ciing quyét dinh, qua xtr da den dé lam viéc, danh dy
hon 1a & lai Phap dé thang thang vac mat Viét Nam di xin trg
cap dau no, dau kia...

Noi t61 lam viéc tén 1a Borotou, mdt cai lang nam céch thu dé
Abidjan gan 800km! Ving nay toan rimg la rimg. Khong phai
la ring ram ri cay cao chon chd nhu ¢ Viét Nam. Rung & day
cay thap lua thwa, thap thip c¢& muoi, mudi lim thudc ...coi
khoé hoc. Khong c¢é ndii non, chi c6 mot vai doi triing, nhung
d6i khong cao, va triing khong sau. Nha nude pha rung trong
mia. Rudng mia ngat ngan! Nam & trung tim 13 khu nha may,

11
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khu co gidi, khu hanh chanh, khu cu xd.v.v... nam cach nhau
c0 vai cay so.

Mubn vé thu d6 Abidjan, phai lai xe hoi chay theo duong mon
xuyén rimg gan ba chuc ciy s6 méi ra t6i dudng céi trang
nhya. Tur d6 chay di Touba, mot quan nhd véi dong ddo dan
cu. Tir dy, ldy méay bay Air Afriqua vé Abidjan, mdi ngay chi
c6 mot chuyén. Phi truong Touba nhé xiu, chi c6 mot nha ga
x4y cat so sai va mot phi dao lam bang d4 do, mdi 1an may bay
dap 1én dap xudng 1a buyi bay ...do troi!

T6i hoi dai dong & day dé thay t6i di "lam lai cudc doi" & mot
noi hoang vu héo lanh ma canh tri thi chang c6 gi hap dan hét!
Thém vao do, ti 13 nguoi A Pong duy nhat 1am viée chung
v6i Tay tring (chi c6 nam ngudi) va Tay den (dong vo sb ké).
6] day, thién ha goi toi la "le chinois" - thang Tau - Subt ngay,
sudt thang toi chi noi c6 tiéng Phap. Cho nén, lau 1au them qua,
to1 soi guong roi ..n6i chuyén véi toi bang tiéng Viét, trong
gidng nhu thang khing! Chua bao gid t6i thay toi co don bang
nhimg lc t6i dbi dién toi trong gwong nhu vay.

Mot hom, sau hon tam thang "o rimg", t6i dugc goi vé Abidjan
de hop (Pay la lan dau tién t6i dugc vé thu d6). Anh tai xé den
dua t61 ra Touba. Ching t61 dén phi truong 161 mdt gio trua.

Sau khi phu t6i goi hanh 1y, anh tai xé noi:
- T6i ra ngu trua ¢ trong xe. Chung Patron (6ng chu) di dugc
roi toi méi vé. O xur da den, ho dung tu "Patron” dé goi ong
chu, ong xép, ngudi co dia vi, co tién, nguol ma ho né
nang.v.v... Nghe quen r6i, chang c6 gi choi 16 tai hét!
T61 noi:
- Vé di! Pau can phai doi!

12
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Han nhan rang cuoi, dua ham rang trang toat:

- Tai Patron khong biét ché & day lau 1au ho lai huy chuyén bay
vao gid chot, noi tai mdy bay an-banh ¢ dau d6. May bay cling
nhu xe hoi vy, ai biét lic nao n6 nam duong.

ROi hén di ra xe. Toi ng01 xubng moét pho-toi, nhin quanh, hanh
khach kha dong. Nhiéu nguoi ngdi véi mot sd hanh 1y nhu
thung cac-tong, bao bi, va- ly.v.v.. Khong phai ho khong biét
go1 hanh 1y, nhung vi nhimg gi ho guri da du s6 ky-16 danh cho
moi hanh khach, nén s6 con lai ho ...xach tay, cho dau 1a vira
nhiéu mén vira ning vira cong kénh!

Khong khi nong btrc. May cai quat trin quay v v, cong thém
may cdy quat

dimg xoay qua xoay lai, vy ma ciling khong di mat. Thién ha
ngil ga ngi gat, toi ciing nga ngudi trén lung ghé, lim dim...
Trong luc t6i thiu thiu ngu thi loang thoang nghe c6 ai ca vong

6. Toi mé mat nhin quanh thay khong co gi, bén thé dai, nghi:
"Tai minh nhé qué huong xir s& qua nén trong dau nghe ca nhu
vay". R&i lai nhdm mét lim dim... Rdi toi lai nghe vong cd nita.
Ma 1an nay nghe 18 cAu ngan nga trude khi "xudng ho":

"Moi buoi hoang hoén toi van dung ddy dé nhin tung chiéc phi
co cat ...canh

Roi khudt lan sau khéi trang sw..ong......ch ... iéu. Toi nhé
Qué Huong va mong doi ngay ...dia."

Dung r01' Khéng phai t61 dang mo, ma r rang c6 ai dang ca
vong cb ngoai kia. T6i nhin ra hudng do, thdy xa xa dudi lum
cay dai c6 mdt nguoi da den nam vong. Va chi cé nguoi do
thoi. La qua! Nguoi da den dau c6 nam vdng. Tap quan cta ho
12 ndm mot loai ghé dai bang gd cong cong. Ngay nhu loai ghé

13
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b thudng thiy nam dudi may ciy du to ¢ bii bién ...ho ciing it
dung nira.

To mo, toi bude ra, di vé hudng do dé xem 14 ai vira ca vong )
lai vira nim vong dong dua. Thi ra 1a mot anh den con tré, con
cai vong la cai vong nha binh ctia quan doi Viét Nam Cong
Hoa hoi xua. T6i ndi bang tiéng Phap: "Bonjour!"

Anh ngung ca, ngdéi day nhin t6i mim cuodi, roi cling noéi
"Bonjour". T6i hdi, van bang tieng Phap:

- Anh hat cai gi vay?
Hin dtng 18n, vira budc vé phia toi vira tra 10i bang tiéng Phap:

- Mot bai ca cua Viét Nam. Con 6ng? C6 phai ong la le chinois
lam viéc cho hang duong ¢ Borotou khong?

T6i tra 101, van bang tiéng Phap:

- Plng va sai! Plng 1a t61 [am viéc & Borotou. Con sai 1a vi toi
khong phai 1a nguoi Tau. Toi la ngudi Viét Nam.

Nghe vay, han tron mat cé vé vira ngac nhién, vira mung rd, roi
bat ra bang tiéng Viét, giong dic sét mién Nam, chang c6 mdt
chut lo 16:

- Mén déc oi! ..Bac 1a nguoi Viét Nam ha? Roi han vo 1én
nguc:

- Con ...con cling la nguoi Viét Nam ne!

Thiéu chut nira 13 toi bat cudi. Nhung t6i kiém lai kip, khi toi
nhin guong mat rang r& vi sung sudng cua han. Roi to61 bong
nghe mot xuc dong dang tran 1én c6. Than da luu vong, lai "troi

14
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song lac cho" dén cai xir "khi ho co gay" nay ma gip duoc mot
nguoi biét noi tieng Viét Nam va bi€t nhan minh 1a nguoi Viét
Nam, du 1a mgt nguoi da den, sao thay quy vo cung. Hinh anh
cua qué huong nhu dang ngoi 1én trudc mat toi...

Tbi budc toi bt tay hin. Hin bét tay toi bang ca hai ban tay,
vura lac vira n6i huyén thuyén:

- Troi oil... Con ming qua! Mung qua! Troi oil... Bac biét
khong? Bao nhiéu nim nay con thém gip ngudi Viét dé noi
chuyén cho da. Bay gio gip bac, thiét... con ming "hét 1on"
bac a! R6i han kéo toi lai vong:

- Bac nam di! Nam di!

Hin lai dong gach "bo-16¢" gan day lay hai ba vién ké bén canh
vong roi ngdi 1én d6, miéng van khong ngimg noi:

- Con nghe thién ha n61 & Borotou c6 mot ngudi Tau. Con dau
de la bac.

Néu biét vay con di phong Honda v6 trong kiém bac rdi! Dau
doi t61 bay gio...

Han moc goi thude, ré1 mot toi:
- Mo1 bac hat véi con mot diéu.
Han dua goéi thudc vé phia t6i, moi bang hai tay. Mot cur chi ma
tur lau to61 khong con nhin thay. Mot cur chi noi 1én sy kinh trong

nguoi truong thuong. Toi thiy & d6 mot "cai gi" rat Viét Nam.

Téi rat diéu thude dé 1én méi. Han chet quet may, dwa ngon lira
1én dau dicu thudc, mdt tay che che nhu tro1 dang co gi6. Toi

15
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bap thudc roi ngac nhién nhin xudng céi quet may. Han nhan
rang cuoi:

- B9 béc nhin ra n6 rdi ha?

T6i vira nha khoi thube vira gat dau. Do 1a loai quet may Viét
Nam, nho nho, dep lép, dau dit co6 nét cong cong. Muon quét
phai ldy han cai nap ra ché né khong dinh vao than 6 ong quet,
bang mot ban 1& nho nhu nhitng quet may ngoai quoc Han cim
ong quet, vura 1at qua 14t lai vira nhin mot cach triu mén:

- Cta ong ngoai con cho d6! Ong cho hoéi 6ng con song lan.
RO1 han bat cuodi: "Ho1 do ong goi con bang "thang Lo Noi".
Ngurng mot chut roi tiép:

- Vay ma 6ng thuong con 1am a bac!

Hén dét diéu thude, hit mot hoi dai roi nha khoi ra tir tir. Nhin
cach nha khoi cua han t61 biét han dang song lai bang nhiéu ky
niém... To1 noi:

- Vay la chau lai Viét Nam a?

- Da. M4 con qué & Nha Trang.

- R61 mé chau bay gio ¢ dau? Giong cua han nhu nghen lai:

- M4 con chét roi. Chét & Nha Trang hdi Viét cong vo nim
1975.

- Con ba cua chau?

- Qng hién ¢ Paris. Tui nay nho c¢6 dan Tay nén sau 1975 dugc
hoi huong. Con di quan dich cho Phap xong 161, vé day ¢ véi

16
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ba ndi. Con sanh ra va 16n 1&€n & Sai Gon, vé day, budn thui
rudt thui gan ludn!

To6i nhin han mdt luc, ¢O tim ra mdt nét Viét nam trén con
nguoi han. That tinh, han khong c6 nét gi lai hét. Han lon con,
nuoc da khong dén nodi den thui Iui nhu phan dong dan ching &
xUr nay, nhung van khong c6 dugc céi mau ca phé lot lot dé
thay co chut gi khac khac. Toc xoan sat da dau, mat 161 voi doi
moi day...

T61 chot no6i, nd61 modt cach may moc:

- Thay chéu chang c6 lai chat nao hét!

Han nhin thdng vao mat toi, giong nghiém trang:

- C6 chd bac. Con cd lai chd bac.

Han xo¢ hai tay dua ra phia trudc, 1at qua 1at lai:

- Bén ndi cua con la nam & bén ngoai nay day ne.

R61 hdan dé mdt tay Ién nguc, v0 nhé nhe vé phia trai tim:

- Con bén ngoai nd nam & bén trong. O day, ¢ day né bac.

Bong giong hin nghen lai:

- Con lai Viét nam thiét mo bac! Ngoai thi den thui, chd bén
trong thi vang khe Bac oi.

Trong khoanh khic, t6i xtic dong dén quén mat mau da den ciia
hin, ma chi théy trerdc mat mot thanh nién Viét Nam, Viét
Nam tir ctr chi t6i 101 1& n6i nang. T6i noi, vd nhe 1én vai hin
mAy cai, git dau noi:

17
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- O.... Bac thay. Bay gio thi bac thiy... Hin mim cudi:
- O day nguoi ta ndi con khong gidng ai hét, boi vi con hanh
dong cu xtr, n6i nang khong giong ho. Ba noi con cling néi nhu

vay nita! Con con thi moi lan con nhin trong guong, con van
nhan ra con la nguoi Viét Nam. Bac coi ¢6 kho khong?

ROi n6 nhin t61, mdt chut triu mén dang lén trong anh mat:

- Bay gio con gap bac roi, con thay khong con cd don nira. Gap
mot ngudi giong minh, & cai x6 xa x061 héo lanh nay, thiét 1a
tro1 con thuong con qua!

T6i im liang nghe han noi, nhin hin néi ma c6 cam tuéng nhu
han dang ndi cho ca hai: cho han va cho t6i. Béi vi cd hai cung
mot tam trang...

Han van néi, nhu han thém noi tir lau:

- Nh¢ Sai Gon qué nén con hay ca vong c¢6 cho d& buon. Hoi
nay bac lai day la lac con dang ca bai "PBuong vé qué ngoai" do6
bac.

- Bac khong biét ca, nhung bac cling rat thich nghe vong c6.
Giong néi han bong nhu hing 1én:

- Vong ¢0 1a cai chat ciia mién Nam ma bac. N6 khong co6 lai
Au lai A gi hét. N6 c6 cai hon Viét Nam cting nhu ca kho t9, to
canh chua. Bac thay khong? Boi vay, khong co gi nhic cho con

nh¢ Viét Nam bang bai ca vong cd hét.

- Bac cling vay.
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T61 n6i ma tham phuc sy hi€u biét cia han. Va téi thay rat vui
mung ¢6 mdt ngudi nhu vay dé chuyén tro tir day veé sau....

C6 tiéng may bay dang ddnh mot vong trén troi. Ching toi
cung duing 1€n, han noi:

- NO t61 ro1 do. Con phai stra soan xe trac-to va ro-mot dé lay
hanh 1ly. Con lam viéc cho hang Air Afriqua, bac a. R6i han
nam tay toi lac manh:

- Théi, bac di manh gidi. Con tén la Jean. O day ai ciing biét
"Jean le Vietnamien" hét. Chung dia lai day bac ghé con choi,
nghen.

Bong, han 6m cham 14y t6i siét nhe rdi gitr nhu vay khong biét
bao nhiéu lau. T6i nghe giong han lac di:

- Ghé con nghe bac... Nhd nghen Bac...

To6i khong con noi duge gi hét. Chi vira gt dau vira v v vao
lung han nhu

vo lung mdt nguodi con...

Khi han budng t6i ra, t6i thdy hai ma ciia han wét nudc mit.
T6i voi quay di, 1am Iiii buéc nhanh nhanh vé nha ga ma nghi
thuong cho "thdng Jean le Vietnamien". Hoi ndy né 6m t6i, c6
1€ n6 da tudng tuong nhu 1a ndé dang 6m lai dugc mdt goc troi
qué me...

...Trén may bay, toi mién man nghi dén "thang Jean" rdi tu hira
s€ gap lai n6 thuong. Bé cho n6 bét ¢6 don. Va cling dé cho toi
b6t ¢6 don niral

% %k ok
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Bay gi0, viét lai chuyén thang Jean ma toi ty hoi: "Trong vo s6
nguol Viét Nam Iuu vong hom nay, con dugc bao nhiéu nguoi
khi nhin trong guong van nhén ra minh 1 ngudi Viét Nam? Va
c6 dugc bao nhi€u nguoi con ménh mang trong long bai ca
vong ¢0, dé thay hinh anh qué huong vAn con nguyén trong
do?"

Tranh:

20



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

Pi cho hoa

Pém Xubng
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Trong bai GiGi Thiéu Truyén ngan “Ngi” ciia Tiéu Tir V6 Hodi
Nam, tac gia L€ Tan Tai da nhan xét:

Tiéu Tir ¢6 van phong ddc biét “mién Nam”. Ong xir dung mot
but phdp rat tai tinh, ngdn gon, nhung c6 dong, ¥ xiic tich ma
goi hinh. Tir ngit ong ding rdt gan gii véi nguoi mién Nam,
mét thir tir ngiv di thang vao long nguwoi, dem dén cho nguoi
doc cam xuc tron ven va manh liét, nhung thdn quen....

Truyén cua Tiéu Tir cang doc cang thich thi, say mé, diu doc
gid vé nhitng ky niém thin yéu cia mot thoi trén qué hwong
Tday Ninh yéu ddu. Ong Vuwong Van Ky, nguoi cung sanh
truong tai quan Go Dau véi Tiéu Tir, dd viét tang ong cau doi,
nhu sau:

“Cé quéc dam da tinh Tiéu Ti,
Troi tdy tham thia diéu Hoai Nam™

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Tiéu Tt Web: baovecovang2012.wordpress.com
- Bai ca vong co Web: vnthuquan.net
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2. Dang Chi Binh

Ping Chi Binh - Tran Qudc Pinh (1933-20 )

Ping Chi Binh tén that 1a Tran Qubc Pinh, con c6 tén la Lé
Viét Hung, ciing c6 tén goi la Chau, 6ng sinh ngay 20 thang 2
nam 1933 tai Phat Di¢m, huyén Kim Son, Tinh Ninh Binh.

Thang 3 nam 1950, ra Ha N1 hoc.
Théng 8 nam 1954 di cu vao Saigon.

Trong khi ¢ Saigon, 6ng c6 dén By tong tham muu Quan doi
Viét Nam Cong Hoa tinh nguyén vao khoa 6 Si quan trir bi Thu
Ptic. Trong khi cho, thi vu binh bién Binh Xuyén xay ra ¢
Saigon, 6ng chay lén Hb Nai Bién Hoa lanh nan. Thoi gian
nay, 6ng lam gidy to nho xudng 5 tudi dé di hoc. Khi duoc goi
nhap ngli Truong B6 Binh Thu Buc, 6ng khong di nhap khoa.

Cubi nam 1959, 6ng xin gia nhap vao nganh tinh béo, trong khi
cho goi lau qud, ong lai thi vao khéa 11 ST Quan Trur Bi Thu
buc. Vao truong Bo Binh Thu Buc duge hon mot tuan, ong bi
go1 vé dé dugc hudn luyén theo nganh Pac biét tinh bao, dé tro
thanh Piép vién ctia Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

23



HUYNH AI TONG

Thg’lng 5 nam 1962, nhan mot cong tac dac biét, tham nhap
mién Bac bang duong thuy roi dung phuong tién xe do ra Ha
Noi.

Cubi thang 6 nam 1902, sau hon mot thang du tranh véi phan
gian Ha Noi dé chuyén hét cac mat thu, cuodi cung 6ng bi Cong
san bat 6ng giam vao Hoa Lo.

Sau gn 6 ndm khai thac. Ngdy 30-12-1967, Dang Chi Binh bi
dua ra tdoa Ha NoOi xur, bi két 4n 18 nam tu, 5 ndm mat quyén
cong dan.

Tir Hoa Lo tai Ha Noi, ong bi cim nhiéu ndm, bi biét giam vi
c6 lan vuot nguc Hoéa Lo, bi bat lai. V€ sau 6ng bi dua di céac
trai tu khéc, khap mién Bac Vi¢t Nam.

Tém hinh duy nhét trong th (thdng 7-1978)

do anh TAm y t4 trai cing nhén Hing Thing chup
tée gid vh ngudi nhai Lé Van Kinh (ngém thufic 14)

{Chuong 12 : Ra Chifc Lng To)

Cudi ndm 1980 dugc vé Saigon, trinh dién hang ngay véi cong
an, lam cong nhan, 13p gia dinh.
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Dau 1983 vuot bién dén Nam Duong, cudi nam 1983 dinh cu
tai Boston. Tai day ong viét lai hoi ky Thép Den.ghi lai chuyén
tham nhap mién Bic, bi tu day cho dén vuot bién dén dinh cu
tai X nguoi .

Tac pham:

- Thép Pen tap I (Dong Tién, 1987)
- Thép Pen tap II (Pong Tién, 1987)
- Thép Den tap 111 (Pai Nam, 1991)
- Thép Pen tap IV (2005)

Trich van:
Téam tu khi in lai Thép DPen

Niam 1985, t6i viét xong hai tap hoi ky Thép Pen I & II. Hai
ndm sau maéi tim dugce nha in va phat hanh. Nam nam sau Thép
Pen tap Il méi ra doi. Tir khi Thép Pen I & II duoc in dén nay
da 15 nam. Trong thoi gian d6 phan vi stic khoé, phan vi ganh
ning gia dinh, toi hau nhu khong viét lach gi, ciing khong sinh
hoat bao chi gi cd. Nhung that ngac nhién, ctr thinh thoing to1
nhan duoc mot 14 thu doc gia néi vé Thép Pen. Ca thay c6 hon
300 1a thu. Dai phat thanh Viét Ngit Qué Huong ¢ Bac Cali,
Pai Song Trén D4t My & Nam Cali... cho doc Thép Pen. Co
ca nhimg dai cho doc ma t6i khong dugc biét, chi biét do thinh
gid quen. Bay gio thi ngoai sach Thép Den, con c6 ca bang
audio va dia CD Thép Den nira.

Trong han hanh éy, toi ty hdi lam sao ma Thép Pen dugc don
nhan nhu vay? Trudc va sau Thép Pen co biét bao hoi ky vé
lao tii va thoi cude. Cé nhidu bi mat chinh tri dugce phanh phui.
Bao nhi€u vi tuéng lanh thuat lai nhimg giai doan gay go cua
d4t nudc. Bao nhiéu nha vin tén tudi ghi lai nhitng canh séng
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to ddy ma néu khong c6 vin chuong tai ning, khé c6 thé néi
1én nhirng trang hudng ciing nhu cam xuc day dit va cung cuc.
Trong khi d6 t6i chi la mot di¢p vién khong tén tudi, thi hanh
mot cong tac gidi han, hau nhu bj bit mit trude thdi cudc, cling
chua bao gio viét van, va ngoai Thép Den cling chua viét gi
dang ke Héi ban be, m01 nguoi cho mot y kién. Cubi cing t6i
doan rang, ngoai mot s yéu t6 vé van ma Thép Pen cing gop
phan vOi cac tac pham khac, co6 1€ tinh xac thuc mot cach mdc
mac ctiia Thép Pen di 16i cudn doc gia sudt muoi may nim nay
chang? C6 doc gia giri thu stra cho toi s6 nha & phdé Hang Bac.
C6 ngudi nhan 13 vo ciia mot trung ta cho t6i biét & nhiéu chi
tiét cua su viéc ngdy Ay v.v... Nhiéu doc gia hoi co Van bay
gio ra sao?

Néu cac doc gia mudn biét vé ¢6 Van ra sao mot phan, thi toi
mudn biét dén mot tram phan, va khong phai chi ¢6 ¢6 4y ma 1a
tat ca canh cii ngudi xua cta 40 nim trude. Toi mo wdc cd mot
ngay duge vé rd nhiing birc twong xa lim, cai cim chéan va cim
mom. Toi khat khao duge nhin thiy c6 Van dé tim xem ¢ con
nhimg nét gi ngay xua, va c6 con nh¢ toi khong. To61 mubn
dugc tay bat mat mumng voi nhitng ban tu, néu ho con song, dé
6n lai nhitng ngay bi dy doa trong kiéu tu day chic chi con sot
lai cudi ciing trong budc tién héa ciia con ngudi nhan tinh tir
thé ky nay.

ba gﬁn 20 nam, toi chua vé dugc. Nhung may cho t6i, c6 mot
vi linh muc tré va mot ban tré doc gia da 1an theo giai doan cua
Thép Pen dé dén tan noi, ghi lai bang hinh anh, va qui nhat
mot anh chi ban di gip “ngudi mudn nam cii”, cia dat Hung
Yén nhiéu mau md, con thu vao bang hinh video mang vé cho
t61. Xin quy vi tha 15, néu t6i noi rang, khong ai c6 thé hiéu hét
duogc t6i sung sudng dén mirc d6 nao! C6 dén vai thang troi, toi
nhu séng trd lai nhitng ngay xua Ay, chi trir khong c6 cai xa lim
va khong c6 cum.

26



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

Cho nén, mdt phén dé dap lai sy don nhan cia doc gid, mot
phan Thép DPen nhimg 1an in trudc da khong con, téi quyét
dinh cho tai ban véi sy bd sung nhiéu hinh anh méi cé dugc.
Mot diéu ngac nhién cho chinh téi 14, cling nhu viét van, toi
chua hé v& bao gi0, vady ma chi béng tri nho, t61 vé duogc cai
cim mom, cim chan, xa lim... trong khi viét Thép Pen gin
gidng nhu cai hinh chyp bay gid, ca vé hinh dang ciing nhu
kich thudc. Vay, chinh vi tinh xac thyc tao nén sy hip dan va
thuyet phuc cho Thep Den thi lan tai ban nay, t6i hy vong c6
thé gop thém vao sy xéac thyc Ay.

Sau hét, t61 xin cam ta vi linh muc tré, anh chi ban than va mdt
doc gia thanh nién nhiéu nghia tinh. Da gitip t61 gidi téda duoc
phan nao noi niém trong long toi.

Boston ngay 29 thang 10 nam 2002.

|
!

bang Chi Binh
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Nha tho ctia ché d9 lao tu Cong san Nguyén Chi Thién, trong
budi ra mat saich Thép Pen da phat biéu:

“Chiing ta da dwoc doc khd nhiéu hoi ky cua nhitng nguoi ciru
fu trong ché d¢ lao i Cong San. Moi cuén hoi ky la mot mat
ciia van de, nhung theo toi, “Thép Den” la cuon hoi ky trung
thwe nhdt vé nhitng diéu ma nguoi ti mdy chuc nam Pang Chi
Binh da phai trai qua. Nhitng sy viéc duoc ta chan, nhimg tam
tw dwoc dién ta chan thuwe ma moi nguoi cwu ti khi doc déu
thdy ¢6 minh trong do.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Dang Chi Binh Web: phannitan.com
- Tam tw khi in lgi Thép Pen Web: tvvn.org
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3. Cao Huy Thuin

Cao Huy Thuan (19 -20 )

Cao Huy Thuan sinh khoang dau thap nién 1930, tai Hué, thuo
thiéu thoi hoc & Hué, cho dén khi thi do Tu Tai.

Tur nam 1955-1960, vao Saigon, theo hoc tai dai hoc Luat
khoa.

Tlh:’ném 1962-1964, day dai hoc Hué, ong cung voi Lé "l:uyép
xqét ban tc‘r, bao Lap Truong ndm1964, 1a mdt to bdo rat noi
tieng thoi bay gio, phat hanh tai Hué va S aigon.

Nam 1965, 6ng sang Phap du hoc.

Pau nam 1969, ong bao v¢ luan an tién si tai Pai hoc Paris
“Les Missionnaires et la Politique Coloniale Francaise au
Vietnam (1857-1914) — Gido si thura sai va chinh sach thudc
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di,a cua Phap tai Vi¢t Nam, }857-1914. Sau dé: ong la Giam
doc Trung tam nghién ctru vé Cong dong Chau Au tai Pai hoc
Picardie.

Ong la gido su giang day tai Pai hoc Picardie, Phap.

Cung nhu mot s tri thirc Viét kiéu yéu nudc khac, 6ng thuong
xuyén vé Viét Nam tham dy cac cudc hoi thao vé cac linh vuc
chinh tri, xa hoi

Ong da in rt nhiéu tic pham bang tiéng Phap vé khoa hoc
chinh tri va quan hé qudc té. Vi tiéng Viét, ong ciing di in va
viét rat nhiéu bai bao tai Viét Nam va duoc danh gia la cac tac
pham vin chuong chinh tri, van hoa Phat gido.

Téc pham:

- Thuong dé, Thién nhién, Nguwoi, Toi va Ta (Triét 1y luat
va tu tuong Phat gido, TP HCM, 2000)

- Giao si thira sai va chinh sach thuoc dia cua Phap tai Viét
Nam, 1857-1914. (Ton giao, 2002)

- Tir Péng sang Tdy (chi bién, Pa Nang, 2005)

- Ton gido va xa hoi hién dai (Thuan Hoéa, 2006)

- Ning va Hoa (Vin Hoa, 2006)

- Thé giéi quanh ta (Pa Néang, 2007)

- Thdy Phdt (Tri Thtc, 2009)

- Khi twa goi khi ciii dau (Van Hoc, 2011)

- Chuyén tro (Tré, 2012)

- Nhdt ky Sen trdng (Tré, 2014)

Trich van:

Chén tra
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Bubi sang yén tinh, t6i ngé)i v6i chén tra, doc mot trang tra dao.
Trang sach dan t6i vao mot tra that truyén thong canh mdt ngdi
chua nho bén xur Phu Tang.

Puong vdo tra thit la mét 16i di nhd, thoai thodi uén khiic giita
mot khu vweon, trwoc mat la doi nii. Khu vwon xinh xdn, don
gian. Mot dong nudc roc rach chay nguoc chan khdach, réu phu
trén da, hoa dai lac dac moc ven bo.

Tra thdt cung don gian mot am tranh, nho vira bang noi trii
cua mot an si. Khach budc dén truée mot bé nwée, nude tir ong
tre chay xuong. Khdach rita tay, sic miéng, lam mét cie chi
twong trung, nhu riva sach than y trudc khi budc vao nha.

Cita nha chi mét liép, mé ra doc theo vich. Khéch phdi ciii
xuéng tdn nén dé budc vao. Vao nha, trude mdt la mot gian
phong nhé trang hoang déc nhdt bang mét birc thw phdp, trén
do thao mot bai tho. Thém mot binh hoa, gian di, hoa chon
theo mua, lic dé la hoa xudn. Anh sang loc qua khe cira, mo
do, vira dii @é lam am thém mau véich von da am. Khdch ngoi
xuoéng chiéu, nghe nwdéc reo séi tir am thiéc va chim riu rit bén
ngoai. Canh lang yén, khach ciing lang yén.

Chii nhdn hién ra. Quy goi, 6ng che quat trirdc mdt, ciii xuong
tan dat, chao khach. Khach chao tra. Chu quay chan budc ra
khéi phong roi di vdo voi dung cu pha tra. Tay trdi cam chéo
khan lua, ong vuot mét dwong khan bang tay phdi, gon gang
xép khan thanh ba. Lan theo cudi khan, éng kéo cdc goc lai voi
nhau, xép thanh ba lan nita. Véi khan xép nhw thé, éng lau
tung dung cu, lau mgt cach twong trung vi do vat déu da sach
nhan. Ti mi, nghi thitc, ong trang cdc chen tra bang nude nong
trong am thiéc, nhiing mot thé tre vao nwée, quan sat, roi dat
xuong bén canh. Xong, ong rot nuoc nong vao binh tra trudc
khi lau binh véi mét chiéc khan uort.

31



HUYNH AI TONG

Quay lai khdach, ong moi mot vién keo ngot. Khach nhdm keo
trong liic chii nhdn sira soan dm trd. Long trong, ong mo hop
tra, dong tra bang mét cdi thia tre, cho tra vao am. Nhing mgt
cdi muong cé can thdt dai vao dam thiéc, ong ché nude néng
vdo tra. Xong, véi mot thé tre, ong khudy tra cho hét bot. Quay
lai, ong dat mot chén tra trueoc mat khach, xoay phd‘n dep nhat
cua chén vé phia khach. Khach ndng chén, dwa chén dén gan,
cam chén trong long ban tay, cii chdo chén tra. nhdam vai
ngum nho, roi uong thdt to phan tra cudi chén ma nguwoi Nhdt
cho la phan ngon nhat.

Can chén tra, khach xoay chén vao dung vi tri ci, dat chén
xuéng nén nha, triede mat, cii chao chén. Chii nhan cam chén,
rika chén bang nwéc néng, tra chén vé lai cho khdach dé khach
quan sat, ngam nghia chén tra gia bdo, khéng dau khéc co.

Ngam nghia nhw vdy la mét phan 1é nghi quan trong trong buéi
uong tra. Moi dung cu déu dwoc chii nhan dem ra ding ddc
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biét cho khdch. Khdach thong tha ngdm, thiedng thirc vé dep, roi
tra lai cho chii. Chii bung tdt cd vao phong trong, réi tro lui,
ding trudc mat khach. Buoz uong tra cham dirt nhw lic bdt
dau. Chii dat cdy quat xuong dat truée mat, ciii dau. Khdch cii
dau ddp 16. Chii riit lui vao trong.

Khach roi con dwong nho, quanh co xuong doc, xuyén qua khu
vion. Tieng on ao cua thanh pho dan dan vang lgi, cang luc
cang ron.

Tra dao 1a gi? La nghi 1& twong ty nhu nghi 1€ t6n gido? La sy
tuong thong tuong giao gitta chu va khach? La mdt nghé thuat
phi nghé thuat? Toi duoc giai thich ring chén tra trong tra that
dién ta wabi va sabi trong ngh¢ thuat thién cta Nhat. Wabi 1
mot cam giac co don, budn voi voi, ling 1& nhu mot bong tuyet
roi. Sabi 1a vé dep dén tir cai gi xua cli, phai mon, gia coi vdi
thoi gian. Chén tra trong tra that khong phai 1a dd quy, do sang,
dat tién, thuong 1a tho, 1am khi chi 1a mot cai chén don so.
Wabi- sabi la vé dep cua nhiing d6 vat khong hoan hao, tam
thuong, khiém t6n, chi c6 mat nao biét nhin méi thiy dep. Va
thay rdi thi trong 1ong nay ra hoai cam, van vuong voi qua khir,
bang khuéng trudce chuyén dich cua thoi gian, clia van vat vo
thuong. Am tra, chén tra, mai nha, gian phong, timg cur chi cua
chu nhén... tit ca goi 1én cam giac do, tat ca téa ra hoi tho cua
nghé thuat thién.

Nhung trén tat ca, tinh tiy cta tinh ty, la ban chit don so ctia
moi sy vat, don so dén d6 nhu khong vudng méc vao bét cir
mot cai gi, nhu khéng c6 gi, nhu chi duy nhat tam thuong co
thé thoi. Mdi chén tra tw nd 1a mdi chén tra, nhin nd nhu mot
chén tra, ngoai ra moi chuyén khac hay ty bay di, bién mat.
Nhin chén tra nhu vy méi th?iy nod hién ra nhu mot chén tra,
voi vé dep don so cua n6. Khong co6 gi khac ngoai no, khong
c6 gi khac ngoai giay phut hién tai, sy thuc von don so nhu
chang co gi dé néi, nhu sy ling yén noi mdi cir chi cua chi
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nhan, nhu thé day sy vat hién ra trudc mat, 1ang yén ma nhin,
ma thay, ma hi€u, ma cui dau.

To1 c6 cam tudng hiéu duoc tinh tuy cua ngh¢ thuat tra dao o
Nhat. Udng tra khong phai 12 ubng chén tra ma udng céi dep
gian di, so khoi, thé hién qua cach pha tra, moi tra. Toi than
phuc van hoa thién d3 di siu vao doi séng cua dan toc ban.
Nhung, khong hiéu sao, t6i van chua mudn vao tra thit, toi so
t6i van chi 1a ngudi khach xa la trude mot chii nhan trinh trong.
T6i so 18 nghi, cung cach. L& nghi 1dm khi giét chét 18 nghi.

T6i thich udng tra theo phong cach Viét Nam, udng tra nhu toi
thuong udng voi cac su trong chua. Khach dén, binh thuy cia
chua nhu lic nao ciing cd6 nudc noéng, nhu lic nao cling vui
duoc hon nhién tiép khach. Su vira tiép chuyén vura ché tra,
than nhién nhung van cham chat trong ting ctr chi. Khach
cling vay, hon nhién udng tra, khong kiéu cach, ngum tra thom
ngon trong miéng, nhung khong cam on chén tra, ma chac chén
tra cling khong doi cti ddu cam on. Ca cai san chua ciing
khong doi cam on, tuy khach udng tra & chiia 1a udng ca cai san
chia. O Viét Nam khong c6 thién tra chiang? Dau phai! Ctr 1én
chiia uéng tra thi biét: chén tra ¢ chua van khac. Khong kiéu
cich ma van khac. Khong 1& nghi ma khach van nang chén tra
than trong khac thuong ngay. Chua ké, lac dugc song am véi
su, chén tra chi con 1a huong thom.

Vay thi nghé thuat udng tra ¢ chuia 1a thé nao? C6 gi 1a nghé
thuat trong d6 ching? Giira 18 nghi cua tra that & Nhat va cai
phong cach chang co gi 1a 1& nghi ca & trong chua, ¢6 chd nao
gip nhau khong? Mién man, t6i nghi 1a c¢6. Gip nhau & chd
don so. Pon so ¢ trong chiia thi dé thdy. Pon so nhu cai hon
dién dat qua ca mot cung cach 1& nghi nhu trong tra dao thi kho
nhén ra hon, nhung & dau cling vay thoi, uéng tra 1a dé hoa, dé
kinh, @é tinh, dé tich v6i thién nhién, v6i nguoi trude mat, voi
d6 vat chung quanh, voi chén tra. Nghé thuat nim & chd ay:
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don so nao ciing can co chit 1& nghi, nhung tinh tay cua 1& nghi
la don so.

Téi thich cau chuyén ndy, cia mét thién su ngudi My ké vé
thdy ctia minh, mot thién su nguoi Nhat. Mot hom, 6ng dén phi
truong New York don thdy. May bay dén tré, gio udng tra budi
sang da qua, tro to y tiéc. Thay noi: "Péau cé tréd! Vao day!".
Thay tro dwa nhau vao quén in trong san bay, ddy nhoc ngudi.
Trd hoang hon, chang 1§ thay lam tra dao ¢ day? Thay tro ngdi
vao ban. Thay than nhién rit trong tay nai ra mot hop tra, mo
hop, tim cai thia tre, dong day mot thia tra, bao tro ha miéng ra,
thay tra vao miéng, kep miéng tro lai véi hai ngon tay, ra 1€nh:
"Pha nudc vao!".

Day bai hoc don so cua tra dao dén muc d6 thi tuyét chiéu.
Pon so 1a tinh tuy cua thién.

T6i nh¢ dén cdu chuyén d6 mot budi séng sém trén nui Yén
T, cudi thu vira qua. T6i dén Yén Tir luc bon gio chiéu, khong
biét rang cap treo da hong. Ai cung nghi stre t61 khong leo 1én
nui duge, troi lai chiéu, dém sap xudng. Nhung dén Yén T ma
khong leo 1én thi ¢6 16i v6i to tién, nén phai leo thoi. Hai gio
sau, giita bong dém, chung t6i 1én dén nira nui, vao thap huong
trong chiia Hoa Yén, noi vua Tran Nhan Tong dén tu.

Ngu lai dém trong quén tro lung chung nti, sang tinh swong
hoém sau ching toi thirc ddy véi may hong phdt nhe trén nii
non hung vi. Nhu phan xa, t6i thém qua mdt chén tra. Nhung
tra dau, binh ddu? May qué, dong hanh véi toi 1a mot ong su
tré, ma, nhu mot chan 1y bat diét, & dau co su thi & day co tra.
Cho nén, su thodt di rdi su thodt v& véi mot 4m tra va vai cai
chén trong tay. Giira vil try ling yén budc chan tham cua lich
str, may cai chén tra, dit trén gach da, trudc cdy dai xua bay
trim nam, trong swong thu se lanh, mang dén mot khong khi
wabi-sabi ma toi chi biét trong tuéng twong. To6i tudng nhu
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nghe budc chan cua Vua mdt minh leo 1én Hoa Yén nay day,
vt quyén hanh duéi chan nai. Thét nhién, t6i mubn dang chén
tra trong tay cho nti non Yén Tt Thot nhién, toi cam thay sy
can thiét thoi thac cuia mot 1& nghi. Téi cti dau trudce chén tra.

C06 1& thay Phap Tri bén canh t6i ciing rang dong mot tim trang
nhu t6i lac do. Co 1€, ding trude khi thiéng song nui, ai cling
c6 xuc dong nhu t6i. Nhung, phit cam dong di qua, ching t6i
tré lai véi 4m tra binh thudng, quen thudc trong chua.

Vui vé, toi uéng can chén tra, uéng mot hoi that to khi can
chén, tuy tra ham, nudc ham. Roi nghi: nhu vy 13 may lam rdi,
vi 6ng su tré dong hanh nay khong ha miéng toi ra, thay vao
day mot mudng tra khé...

Trong bai Nguoi xd rdé uyén tham, nha van Nguyén Ngoc da
nhén dinh vé Cao Huy Thuan:

“Nhitng trang viét nhuan nhi nhat, hay nhat trong nhiéu tic
pham ciia Cao Huy T) hudn la nhitng trang viét vé van hoa Phdt
gido. Nhitng nam gan dady, anh thuong dwoc moi vé giang day
tai truong Cao d‘ang Phdt hoc ¢ Hué. C6 1é ¢6 thé néi vin tdt:
anh la nguoi chzem linh viing chdc van hod phwong Tady, dé tur
dé ma cang rdt tham thuy vé phuong Dong, van hod va triét
hoc phuong Dong, va cang c6 diéu kién dé suy nghi sau hon,
nhay bén hon, rdo riét hon vé ddt mede va dan toc minh, muc
tiéu cudi cung cia moi wu tw thuong triwc va day trach nhiém
cua anh.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Cao Huy Thuan Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Cheén tra Web: tuanvietnam.vietnamnet.vn
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4. Huy Phuwong

Huy Phwong - Lé Nghiém Kinh (1937-20 )

Nha van Huy Phuong la L& Nghiém Kinh, sinh nam 1937 tai
Hué, tung theo hoc tai Trung hoc Khai Pinh va truong Quoc
Gia Su Pham Saigon.

ong day hoc tai truong trung hoc Nguyén Hoang Quang Tri va
phu trach thu ky toa soan cua to nguyét san chuyén dé giao duc
la So Tay Su Pham.

Nim 1963, Huy Phuong nhap ngii, thy huén khéa 16 Truong
B¢ Binh Thu buc

Phuc vu trong quan doi ong dugc goi di hoc khoa Si Quan
Thong Tin Béo Chi tai Hoa Ky. Ong phuc vu tai Nha Chién
Tranh Tam Ly, 1am bién tap vién bdo chi va phat thanh quin
doi. Tai dai phat thanh quan doi, Huy Phuong bién tap cho
chuong trinh “Da Lan”, cling nhu cung v61 Mai Trung Tinh va
Nhat Truong phu trach chuong trinh mang chu dé “Van nghé
Chién ST”. Tai phong bao chi Quan DB6i, 6ng lam nhiém vu
phong vién va 1an lugt phy trach hai to bao cia Quan Doi 1a tap

37



HUYNH AI TONG

chi Tién Phong va Nguyét San Chién Si Cong Hod, dng ciing 1a
ky gia cua cac to Tia Sang, Tién Tuyén va Diéu Hdau trudc
thang 4-1975.

Nhitng nim cubi cung trong quan doi, 6ng la Truong Phong
Chinh Huin va Tam Ly Chién tai Trung TAm Huin Luyén
Quang Trung.

Sau thang 4 ndm 1975, Huy Phuong bi tap trung hoc tap cai tao
trong cac trai tu cua Cong san hai mién Nam Bic trong thoi
gian 7 nam.

Cudi nam 1990, 6ng duoc dinh cu tai Hoa Ky theo dién HO.
Ong da 1am nhiéu nghé nhu Courier (dwa thu) cho nha bang,
ban xang, lau chui building, assembly va cudi cung 1a chuyén
vién cua hang Ritz Camera I hour Photo tai Virginia va Nam
California.

V& vin chuong, twong d6i Huy Phuong 1a nguoi viét rat sém,
nam 1952, duoc 15 tudi, ong di co tho va tuy but dang trén
Tuan bao Poi M&i tai Saigon do Ong Tran Vian An chu truong.
O trong nudc, Huy Phuong di c6 hai tac phém tap tho Mat
Dém Dai in nam 1960 va tap truyén May Trang Pon Xa in nim
1966. Bén My, ong di cong tac voi nhidu to bao ¢ Nam Cali va
da co thoi gian 1am Phy T4 Chu But cho tun bao Saigon Nho.
Huy Phuong c6 s6 truong trong loai Phiém va Tap Ghi.

Huy Phuong cong tac voi dai SBTN trong chuong trinh
“Huynh B¢ Chi Binh”, dai phat thanh VNR (Nam Cali) trong
chuong trinh “Qué Nha Qué Nguoi”, nhat bado Nguwoi Viét tai
Nam Cali, Viét Nam Nhdt Bao tai Bic Cali, Thoi Bdo tai
Canada va Saigon Times, tai Uc Chau. Vi thé loai tap ghi va
nhimng van dé ong dit ra gan giii va thiét thuc véi tAm trang va
nhitng diéu tran tro cta nhitng nguoi Viét ty nan xa qué huong,
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nén bai vé cia ong dugc dang lai, pho bién trén rat nhicu to
bao va cac cac dien dan tai hai ngoai.

Téc pham:

- Mdt Bém Dai (tho, 1960)

- Mdy Trdng Pon Xa (truyén, 1966)

- Nuoc My Lanh Lung (2003)

- Pi Ldy Chéng Xa (2006)

- Am Lanh Qué Nguoi (2007)

- Nhin xuéng Cuéc Poi (2009)

- Hanh Phuc Xot Xa (Nam Viét, 2010)
- Nhitng Nguoi Muon Nam Cii (2010)
- Chuc Thu Cua Mot Nguoi Linh Gia (tho, Nam Viét,
2013)

- Nhitng nguoi thua tran (2013)

Trich van:
Hanh dién 1a nguoi Viét Nam ?

“Nguoi Viét thong minh, cham chi va anh hing,
the ban co hanh dién la nguoi Viét Nam khong?”
(Cau hoi cua bao Thanh Nién trong nudc)

Trong bai “Pém Cua Nhitng Canh Buém Viét O Malaysia”
dang trén nhat bao Nguoi Viét (2009) trude day, ky gia BDong
Ban di vo tinh nhic lai cdu néi cia gidi taxi Kuala Lumpur,
“Con gai Viét Nam dep lam!” Thuy, mot “canh buém dém” tai
Beach Club di cay dang hoi lai nhitng nguoi ky gia cung qué
huong véi c6: “Nguoi ta néi vdy, cac anh c6 hanh dién
khong?”

Céu tra 10i tat nhién 12 khong! Ai lai hanh dién khi c6 dong
bao, con em cua minh, du dugc khen la dep phai that than di
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lam gai mai dam. Khong nhitng dugc khen dep 1am, ma dan dia
phuong con mét “lam” nira, khi néi: “Con gai Viét Nam ré

"7

lam!

Mot chuyen bay cua Vietnam Airlines cat canh tai phi truong
Pa Nang. Nhén vién hdng nay timg bi té cdo danh cap hang
hoa trong cdc siéu thi Nhat van chuyen vé Viét Nam. (Hinh
minh hoa: HOANG DINH NAM/AFP/Getty Images)

Khi Pong Ban dang dung trén dat Malaysia, han 6ng khong thé
nao hanh dién la nguoi Viét Nam.

Chung ta ciing khong hanh dién 14 nguoi Viét Nam, néu ching
ta dang ¢ Pai Loan.

Theo s6 liéu thong ké két hon giita phy nir Viét Nam v6i nguoi
bai Loan trong 14 nam (1995-2008) da c6 117,679 truong hop,
chiém 82% tong s6 phu nit Viét Nam két hon véi ngudi nudce
ngoai. Trong mot dao qudc nhé nhu Pai Loan dd c6 hon
10,000 phu nir Vi¢t bo xur sang day lam vo nguoi, du hanh
phtc hay khon kho, thi ciing vi than phan nghéo doi, twong lai
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md mit, c6 vinh dy gi cho dit nudce khi dan ba phai ly huong,
v6i nhitng cudc hon nhan khong tinh yéu chi vi déng tién. Diéu
khén nan nhét 13 trong tdm ¥ cta ngudi dan dong bang Cuu
Long, “liy chong Pai Loan” 13 chuyén mo udc cua tat ca moi
ngudi. Mot doi vo chdng dem con gai vé thim qué duoc mot
nguoi ba con budt miéng khen: “Ui, con bé nay ngd qué, 16n
chut nita 1y chong Pai Loan dugc a nghen!”

Ciing ¢ Dai Loan, ndm nguoi lao dong Viét Nam lam thué ¢
mot cong ty thily san dia phuong da hop luc khiéng 1ong di bat
hai con ché cta dan dia phuong bo vao bao tai, dim xudng bién
cho chét, sau do mang 1én lam thit.

Ngoai viéc phai quy hai gid cti lay ban the cho dé ta t0i va dé
quan chung gidm con thinh nd, nam nguoi lao dong Viét Nam
nay con bi phat 10,000 tién Dai Loan.

Cau tra 10 cling 1a khong, néu chung ta dang & Nhat.

Trén nhiéu dién dan cta Nhat, nhiéu ngudi Nhat “cyc doan”
kéu goi tiy chay ngudi Viét, dudi hét nguoi Viét vé nudc, cit
vinh vién cac khoan vién tro cho Viét Nam. C6 ngudi so sanh
vién trg cho Viét Nam uéng hon 1a d6 tién vao... céng, boi tién
thué cua ho dang dugc dung dé nuoi bon “doi bo” & Viét Nam,
sau nhiing vu: PCP, mét tap doan cung cép dich vu ctia Nhat bi
Viét Nam doi hdi 16 15% dé duoc tring thau cac du an ding
tién vién trg ciia Nhat tai Viét Nam; Nhén vién, tiép vién hang
khong va phi cong Vietnam Airlines, t6 chitc danh cip hang
hoa trong céc si€u thi Nhat dé van chuyén hang gian vé tiéu thu
tai Viét Nam; Cac tu nghi¢p sinh Viét Nam trude khi sang
Nhat dd bi cac doanh nghiép xuit khau lao dong CSVN boc 16t
tham té; Lanh sy quan Viét Nam & Nhat tai Osaka t6 chue ban
gidy thong hanh Viét Nam.
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Trong mat sé siéu thi tai Nhét, c6 bang canh cao danh cho
ngudi Viét vé chuyén an cap vat s€ bi vao tu! Buc anh da lam
1o 1én tin don vé nan an cap vat cia nguoi Viét ¢ bén Nhat.
Nhiéu ngudi cho rang, nguoi Viét di dé lai 4n twong x4u xa
trong mét nguoi Nhat khi xuat ngoai sang dat nude cia ho.

Cau tra 10i ciing 14 khong, néu chung ta dang ¢ Singapore.

Trang mang véi tén goi la Craigslist c6 mat tai Singapore dua
thong tin rang khach hang c6 thé lya chon “gai Viét con trinh,”
gia khoang $3,000 mot tuan, ngay tai san bay, khach san hodc
bat cr noi nao khach hang yéu cau. Tinh trang cac co gai Viét
Nam ban trinh tai Singapore duong nhu cong khai, ai cling hay
biét. Canh sat Singapore cho biét, hau hét cac co gai Viét con
trinh déu & do tudi tir 16 dén 17, dén va “lam viéc” qua nhan
vat trung gian, va nam ngoai, tai ddy, mot co gai Viét Nam 17
tudi cling d rao ban trinh tiét v6i gia $1,500!

Cau tra 10i ciing 14 khong, néu chung ta dang & Nga.

Céc duong day budn nguoi dua hang nghin phu nit Viét Nam
vao cac nha chira Nga, nhung DPai St Quan Vi¢t Nam tai Nga
tr chdi tra 101 cau hoi cua BBC cho riang co quan nay khong c6
thim quyén dé noi vé viéc nay. Theo Tién Si Nguyén Dinh
Thing: “Trong tit ca cac truong hop & Nga nay, thu pham 13
nhitng ngudi Viét dugc bao che bdi mot sé gidi chic ¢ Toa
Pai St Viét Nam ¢ Nga, tham chi ho thanh Hi¢p Ho1 May Dét
dudi su bao trg cua Toa Pai St Viét Nam.”

Cénh sat Nga vira kham pha mdt xuéng may “den” dudi long
dat tai khu chg Cherkizov ¢ thi d6 Moscow, bat hang trim di
dan 1au Viét Nam. Nan budn lau ctia nguoi Viét tai Nga la
chuyén xay ra hang ngiy, c6 1& bai nguyén nhan trong 80,000
nguoi Viét & Nga da c6 80% lam nghé budn ban, phan 16n 1a
cho tro1, manh mung.
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O Ba Lan: “Cam quyén Ha N6i va nhéan vién Toa Dai St Viét
Nam tai Warsaw 1a mot bang nhém toi pham cé to chirc, mot
hé thong Mafia.” (Pai bao Weltspiegel Puc)

Cau tra 101 1a khong, & moi noi trén the gidi.

Trén VietNamNet, ngudi Viét Nam sinh séng o0 Nhat, 6 Nga, &
Anh, & Uc, & Nam Phi, & Mozambique va ngay ca & California,
da trinh bay nhiing nhitng mau chuyén vé nguoi Viét doc xong
chi mudn “don thod,” v6i bao nhiéu thoéi hu, tat xau khac cua
nguoi Viét tor trong nude dén nhu trom cép, gian dbi, dai bay,
khac nho, virt rac bira bai, an udng thd tuc, tranh gianh, chen
lan noi cong cong, khong blet néi cam on, xin 16i khi can. Néi
vé chuyén an cdp va an cip vat thi Viét Nam chac han bo xa
dan anh Trung Qudc. Ngay ca cudn gidy di cau trong khach
san, khach nguoi Viét cling khong tha.

Mot nguoi Viét 1am nghé thong dich cho toa 4n va canh sat &
Uc, cho biét phan 16n thii pham an cip trong siéu thi va trong
can sa trong nha 1a nhitng nguoi méi dinh cu, dic biét nhing
ngudi tir Bac Viét Nam va du hoc sinh. Mdi lan ngudi nay di
dich 14 anh ta kh6 tdm vi cam thdy nhuc nhi cho dan toc minh.

Trong khi trao d6i chuyén nay v6i mot phu nit trong nude, ba
ndy dd viét cho chung toi: “Nam 2008 vao dip Tét Nguyén
ban, t61 dugc con trai cho di du lich Doha (Qatar,) san d1p
cong ty clia con bao lanh qua choi Dubai. Nhung dén chiéu vé
lai Doha thi bi gilr lai phi truong vi nghe ndi c6 chuyén gi xay
ra & mot si€u thi ma c¢6 nguoi Vi¢t minh dinh v6. Trong khi ca
doan ‘check in’ thi riéng t6i bi git lai vi mang passport
CHXHCN Viét Nam. Mang ho chiéu Viét Nam di nudc ngoai
budn 1dm 6ng oi!!!”

Lau nay, nguoi ta nhac dén hai chit Viét Nam hoi nhiéu, khong
A "9

phai vi “tiéng tam” ma vi “tai tiéng!
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Nhu vy ciing khong nén trach cau phat biéu cia Pic Tong
Giam Muc Ngé Quang Kiét : “Chung t6i di nudc ngoai rat
nhiéu, chung t6i rat 1a nhuc nha khi cam cai ho chiéu Viét
Nam, di dau ciing bi soi xét, ching to1 budn 1dm chi, ching toi
mong muén dat nude minh manh 1én. Lam sao nhu mot anh
Nhat nd cAm cai ho chiéu 1a di qua tAt ca moi noi, khong ai
xem xét gi ca. Anh Han Qudc bay gio ciing thé.”

Nhan cau nodi nay, cac co quan truyén thong tai Viét Nam da
chi trich, Ién 4n 6ng va dat cau héi ve long yéu nudce cta ong.

Toi thi nghi khac, vi yéu nudc nén 6ng Ngd Quang Kiét moi
cam thay nhyc nha. Toi ciing khong hanh dién 1im vé chuyén
lam nguoi Viét Nam, nhung khong phai nhu vay la t6i khong
yéu nudc, ma co thé vi 1ong yéu nudc, biét dau co tac gia sé
cho ra doi mot cudn sach mang tén “Ngudi Viét Xau Xa”.

Chiing ta dang néi chuyén ngudi Viét dudi ché do Cong San.
Dé cong bang ching ta nén c6 thém mot cai nhin vé ngudi Viét
& My. Ngoai nhitng chuyén dugc dé cao 1a 1am “vé vang dan
toc Viét,” khong c6 gi hon 1a xin trich dan 1&i ctia 6ng Nguyén
Hiru Hanh, cyu théng ddc ngan hang VNCH:

“Nhitng nam tiép theo d6 & nudc My, t6i lai cang thém ngao
ngan va tuyét vong. Ngoai mot sb thanh tich sang chéi cia sinh
vién Viét Nam va mot vai thanh coéng dang ké cua cac chuyén
gia Viét Nam tre tudi, thi cong dong ngudi Viét di tan da gay
nén tai tiéng xau xa trong cai xa hoi da dung dudng ho: Bén
canh nhitng nguoi dang co ging lam lung dé nuoi ‘nang con cai,
mot sO nguoi di tan lai dem qua day nhiing thoi xau ci, ltra ddo
va chom chia bat cu khi nao co dip. Khong phai chi co6 nhing
ngudi nghéo kho phai séng bang tién tro cip, ma ca nhing tang
16p trén (bac si, duoc si, nhimg nguodi moi gidi ¢d phan, mua
ban bét dong san, v.v.). M4t ngay no tai Westminster, bang
California, nguoi ta trong théy 80 vi bac si va duoc si Viét

44



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

Nam bi cong tay dan di sau mot toan canh sat My. Xau hé thay
cho cong ddng ngudi Viét chung ta & ddy, va xau ho 1ay cho ca
qué huong dat nude chung ta bén kia nita!” (“Loi N6i Dau” —
“Lam viéc v6i cac nhan vat danh tiéng thé gidi” hoi ky, XB
2004.)

Nhu vay, sau mot ngudi co tén tudi trong nudc la Téng Giam
Muc Ngo Quang Kiét cam thay “nhuc nha,” bay gio mot nguoi
ngoai nudc, lai 1a mét vién chire cao cap cua hai nén Cong Hoa
Viét Nam, cam thay x4u hd,” mot phu nit binh thuong thi than
“budn 1am!” Thé ma khong biét sao thdi “chong M§” bao chi
mién Béc lai phia ra cau chuyén mot anh chang “ba vo” nao do
tuyén bd: “Mo udc mot budi sang thirc day, thay minh duoc tro
thanh mgt nguoi... Viét Nam!”

Ong Nguyén Hoi Thu khi dich cudn “Nguoi Trung Quoc Xau

” d3 c6 nhan xét: “Thudng trong lich sir Viét Nam von d rat
1t ngudi that tinh ¢ can dam va trung thuc dé tim hiéu, phé
binh, nhiing cai x4u, cai dé cua dan toc minh. Gan day lai chi
toan thiy ca tung dat nudc rimg vang bién bac, con nguoi can
cu, thong minh, cao cd, dep dé, kién cuong, anh hung, trong
sang... Tham chi lai c6 ca nguoi lanh dao 1y tén gia viét sach
dé ca ngoi cd nhan minh, c6 cd nha van bia tén mdt ngudi nudce
ngoai dé ca ngoi dan toc minh.”

Bé4o Thanh Nién trong nudc da dat cau hoi: “Nguoi Viét thong
minh, cham chi va anh hung, thé ban c6 hanh dién 1a nguoi
Viét Nam khong?”

Thua, cac yéu tb thong minh, cham chi va nhét 1a kiéu “ra ngo
1a gap anh hung,” chua du dé tao thanh mot con nguoi tu té va

mot dat nude tir té dé cho thé gidi ton trong va yéu mén!

Trich tho:
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Nhé Hué

Mua nay nuwéc Huong Giang co man
Mubi dai dwong cé tham vio song?
Tir ngay anh doan tinh bé Hué
Nguon xa di lac mdy tram dong!

Miia nay Hué con mua tam ta
Thirong qué xwa van noz doi ngheéo
Anh & noi nay vimg nang dm

Van nhé hodi doi Me gieo neo.

Mua nay qué co con bdo lut
Chén com em con dén san khoai?
Trén tiéc rwou nguoi con xa xir
Men néong ndo lan nwée mdt cay.

Miia nay Hué c6 con phwong do
Tiéng ve ndo goi noi buon xa
Noi nay ca mot troi hoa tim
Nhé em xuea tiéng gudc hoc tro.

Miia nay Hué c¢é con do tring

Em hién than lam buom tan truong
Thirong ngay thang mot thoi nién thiéu
Hué bay gio - Hué dd mi swong!

Hué ciia 161 gio dau con nita
Canh v6 hon khuat néo nguoi xwa
Hon co tich Hoang Thanh hoang phé
Tieng chim khuya goi bong trang mo...
Da Thua Thiy Thiay Con Nhé Em Khéong?

Qué Huwong xwa tir nhitng ngdy chinh chién
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Thdy tro ta véi tir gid ngoi truong
Thay tir ddy da roi xa buc giang
Tro lam than chién si cua muoi phuwong!

Réi Thay Tro ciing chung mau do trdn

Poi chién binh ai ngé budi twong phing!
Tir thé nghiém tré do tay chao kinh:

“Da thwa Thady, Thay con nhé em khéng?”.

Gap van nuoc budi ra roi tan nat

Than tu day noi nudc duc rung thiéng

B6 nita ning trén dwong qua sudi can

“Da thwa Thdy, Thdy con nhé em khéng?”

Gio lgn dan o qué nguoi phiéu bat

Toc bac pho ngay thang nang lhing cong
Budi héi ngé nghe muon trao nudc mdt
“Da thwa Thay con nhé em khong?”

Chuc thw

Téi ngwoi linh gia & xa t6 quoc
Xa chién trirong luu lac t6i day
Noi qué ngueoi siwcong pha tuyét do
Mang néi dau con ngiea lac bay.

Ngay 161 bo di, ban be déng doi

Van hién ‘ngang cho dén phut sau cung
Ba ti hién than minh cho to quoc

Théng hay thua thi ciing van can truong.

Khéng phai chi chiu on nguoi di chét
Toi nhu con mang mon ng nuwoc non.
Chét khong nghia la da tdt hoi thé
Song doi khi ciing c6 nghia chét mon.
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Khi téi chét van hom xin ddy ndp
C6 vui chi nhin nguoi linh chét gia
Ho then di khéng tron on nuée
Tién t6i chi, thém phi mét vong hoa.

Hay quén toi, nguoi linh gia lheu lac
Pirng phii ld co t6 quoc cho toi
Anh em t6i trong nhitng gio tuyét 1o
Nam lai bo lic chién ham ra khoi.

Chién hiru téi chét dau séng cudi bién
Ngay tan hang danh nam lai qué hwong
Khéng ai tréi cho khiic kén truy diéu
Khong co ai phu giup ngon co vang.

Hay phii co lén ndm mo tir st

Xac bi xoi dao trong nghia trang xua
Hay rdi hoa trén con dwong tham mdu
Phut lui binh phai gay sung buong co.

Anh la ai, mang ngon co t6 quoc
Nhdén danh ai, dirng phii ld quéc ky.
Chiing ta la nhitng con nguoi bo ngii
Quén anh em nam lai, dé ra di.

Ta lanh lgn d@é bao nguwoi thiong tdt
Ta sum vay danh dé ban chia phéi
Ta dén bén dé bao ngueoi chét bién
Dt ém ém ciing thwong nhé mét doi.

Danh dir nay danh cho nguwoi da chét
Ba hy sinh dé gitr vieng ngon co
Khong phai toi, nguoi linh hen bo ngii
Pé song con trong hic ban sa co.
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Giri nguoi da chét

Kinh ting huong hon T6 Thanh Chiéu va dong doi, nhimng
nguoi toi chua hé quen biét.

Anh nam lai trén dat qué hwong

Bién van dém dém hat diéu buon
Gio lgng hang dwong ru anh ngu
V6 vé cat lanh ndm mo choén.

Thang ba, ngay tan hang gay sung
Triede mdt anh, bién ca mudn tring
Sau lung anh quadn thu, dan phao
Ngang nhién nhdn cdi chét sau cing.

Anh nam lai day cing chién hitu

Bd cung anh chién trdn bao ngay
Thirong cdi chét giira gio oan khudt
Khong phap truong ma phai phan thay.

Bién liém cho anh cung be ban
Phiit cuéi cing nam lai bén nhau
Song chién dau, chét cing huyét mg
Xueong lan xwong, dau lai bén dau.

Tuong ngay hoa binh ngung tiéng sung
Sau bao nam anh sé vé nha

Me van cho con, dém khé ngii

Tuéi gia mon méi thang ngay qua.

Trudc cua nha, ai dang ding lai

Phdi ching, nguwoi linh trdn tré vé
Nghe tiéng chin nguweoi trén 16i soi
Khéng, chi la tiéng gié dém khuya
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Ai thip nén nhang cho tir st

Ai thay anh Vuot mdt me gia.

Ai van lén ddu vong tang trang
Hay réi ngay thang ciing phéi pha.

Téi ngwoi linh gia con song sét

Mot van tho thay nén nhang khuya
Khéce ddt nuée, thiwong anh hing tdn
X6t xa cho nhitng néi chia lia..

(Trong "Chiic Thu Ctia Mot Ngudi Linh Chét Gia"-2013)

Trong bai Nha van Huy Phwong va tac pham “Qué nha - Qué
nguoi”, nha van Du T Lé da viét vé Huy Phuong:

Ve phwong dién sang tac, ong ciing dwoc ghi nhan la mot trong
so it nha van, nhitng nguoi cam but truoc 1975, khong nhiing
van gitr dwoc nhip do sang tdac déu dian ma, con c¢é phan manh
mé hon thoi diém vira ké nita.

Rat nhiéu tdc gid tén tudi ¢ hdi nhoai da lén tiéng ca ngoi Tap
Ghi Huy Phiong, nhu Gido su Nguyén Ngoc Bich: “Huy
Phwong, mét tiéng néi nhdn ban, mét tam tinh quéc gia.” Nha
van Phan Lac Phiic: “T6i xin cdm on nguwoi anh em dong dgi
Huy Phwong dé néi givip t6i nhitng diéu téi chuwa kip néi.” Hay
nha van Diéu Tan: “ ‘Qué nha — Qué nguoi’ ciia Huy Phuong,
nhir cdch néi ciia nha van Hoang Tién, ‘la nhitng giot mdau nho
trén gidy’. Mdu ciia mot nguoi liic ndo ciing tran trd, buon vui
voi vdn ménh chung cua con nguoi va dat nuwée Viét Nam”
V...

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Huy Phuong Web: cattien.us
- Hanh dién la nguoi Viét Nam ? Web: keditim.net
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5. Tran Mong T

Tran Méng T (1943-20 )

Tréq Mong Tt sinh ngay 19-12-1943 tai Ha Bong, nhiing ngay
tho au, 16n 1én tai Ha Noi.

Nim 1954, theo gia dinh di cu vao Nam, sinh song tai Saigon.

Nim 1968, Tran Mong Ta di lam cho hing thong tin
Associated Press tai Saigon. Vao thang 6 nim nay, Tran Mong
T lap hon tha véi mot nha gido, tbt nghi¢p Pai hoc Su Pham
Saigon, tén Cung, vi anh bi goi nhap ngii. Thang 4 nam 1969
ho 1am 1& thanh hon va dén 30-7-1969, anh Cung di hy sinh tai
chién truong Rach Gia.

Ngay 21-4-1975, Tran Mong T duoc di tan dén California,
sau do6 dinh cu tai tiéu bang Washington, van tiép tuc lam viéc
cho hing thong tan Associated Press. Hon nam sau, Trin Mong
Ta lap gia dinh v6i Frank va nim sau c6 con dau long.

Trén dat My, Tran Mong Tu sang tac vin, 1am tho, Ngudi ta
biét ba nhu 12 mot thi s hon 1a mot van si. Tran Mong Tu cong
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tac voi nhidu bao va tap chi ¢ hai ngoai nhu Lang Vin, Vin
Hoc, Van, The Ky 21 ...

Nam 1999, sang tac caa Tran Mong Tu duoc dua vao sach gido
khoa giang day ¢ truong Trung hoc cua nha xuat ban Glencoe,
McGraw-Hill.

Tir nam 2000, Tran Mong Ta viét truyén nhi dong trén nhat
bao Los Angeles Times.

Tir 2002 dén 2005, Tran Mot TG 1am Cha but nguyét san Phy
Nir Gia Dinh thugc Cong ty Nguoi Viét.

Nam 2003, Tran Mong Tu doat giai binh ludn cua The New
California Media (NCM).

Téac pham cua ba dugc in & hai ngoai va & trong nude. Hién
song ¢ Seattle, Washington state. M§.
Tac pham:

- Tho Tran M¢ng Tii (Tap tho, Nguoi Viét, 1990)

- Cdu Chuyén Cua Ld Phong (Tap truyén ngan, Ngudi
Viét, 1994)

- Pé Em Lam Gié (Tap tho, Thé Ky, 1996)

- C6 Rom va Nhitng Truyén Ngdn Khdac (Tap truyén ngan,
Vin Nghé,1999)

- Ngon Nén Muén Mang ( Tap tho, Thu Huong, 2005)

- Mua Sai Gon Mua Seattle (Tap van, Van Mai, 2006)

- Tho Tuyén Bon Mwoi Nam (Van Méi, 2009)

- Vieonm Méng Cut (Truyén gin, Tan Vin, Vin Mai, 2009)

Trich van:

Binh Thuy 1969
(Trich Mwa Sai Gon Muwa Seattle (Tap van, Van Méi, 2006)
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Budi ti cia mot ngay dau thang 8 nam 1969, khi t6i dang ngdi
xem nhitng tim anh mau dam cudi gui tr My vé, xdp xép dé
lam mot cudn album, thi nghe tiéng chudng ctra. Toi ra mé
ctra, hét strc ngac nhién khi thay Carl va anh Huén 14 hai ngudi
& So trudc mat. Anh Huan lam phong téi, phu trach vé rira
phim, in hinh va Carl vira 13 phéng vién vira 1a nhiép anh vién.
Ca hai ngudi nay chang bao gid dén nha t6i vao gid nay, cang
chic chin 1a khong phai goi toi di lam. Téi lac d6 1am thu ky
cho hang Thong Tan The Associated Press, cong viéc cua toi la
lo tat ca nhitng viéc linh tinh cho hang: Tir phat lwong cho
nhan vién, gitt s6 chi thu, mua ban hinh anh, thu ky cho 6ng
chanh van phong, di nghe hop bao bo thi, v.v. Nhing viéc nay
khong bao gio phai 1am cubi tuan, ciing nhu khong bao gio 1am
ca dém.

Ca hai nguo1 bude vao budng khach, ca hai nhin t61, r6i c4 hai
nhin nhau, khong ai mudn 14 minh néi trude. Toi linh tinh cé
diéu khong tot, nhung khong hiéu chuyén gi. Cudi cung Carl
not:

"S¢ nhan dugc dién thoai tir Rach Gia goi vé chiéu nay, ndi la

Cung, chong cua c6 da tu tran."

To61 dung ngan nguoi, nhin lai cd hai, khong n61 dugc tiéng
nao, Carl noi ti€p:

"Sudt tir chiéu, chung toi lién lac dugc véi Rach Gia (Kién
Giang), xac dinh tin o rang, c6 goi dién thoai ndi chuyén voi
ba giam thi cua dai hoc xa Tran Quy Cap, me Cung, cu cling
nhén duoc tin rdi."

T61 ngdi xudng hai gét chan minh, khong nghe dugc gi tiép,
ngoai tiéng x0n xao cua cha, me va gia dinh.
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Chiing t6i méi cudi nhau sau 1& Phuc Sinh vao thang Tu, Cung
tir tran 30 thang 7, ndm 1969. Cung khong phai 1a quan nhan
chinh gbc, anh tot nghiép Pai Hoc Su Pham, ban Phap Vin va
da di day dugc 1 nam, anh bi goi trong chuong trinh Téng
DPong Vién. Khi nhan gidy bao phai nhap ngii, anh dén xin cha
me to1 cho 1am hon thu, vi s¢ sau nay s€¢ kho khan khi & quan
doi. Trén giéy t0, toi ¢ chong tir thang 6-1968. Luc lam dam
hoi chu ré tuong lai khong c6 mat (dang dong ¢ chi-khu Tra
Bong) chi c6 me chong mang trau cau sang. Nghi ciing tai
than, nhung thoi chién ma, 1am sao duoc.

Sau dam cudi, Cung vé don vi, toi van ¢ nha véi cha me, doi
Cung dugc biét phai vé day hoc lai, (B Gido Duc htra s€ cho
cac gido chtrc dugc ve vao thang 10/1969) roi s€ ra ¢ riéng.

* %k ok

Chiéc may bay van tai My dap xudng phi trudng Binh Thuy,
Can Tho.

Nguoi phi cong phu quay xudng noi voi anh trai cua Cung va
t61, dang ngoi canh chiéc quan tai.

"Chung t6i rat tiéc 1 phai tha hai nguol va quan tai xudng day,
vi day la may bay quan doi My cho dau, ching t6i chi di t6i
Cén Tho chir khong vé dén Saigon."

Pudi may bay mé ra, mot chiéc forklift tién dén truc quan tai ra
khoi may bay dé gitra 1ong phi dao. Anh chong t61 dan:

"Em dtmg day, anh vao gip 6ng xép ctia phi truong ndy may ra
dugc giap do."

Budi trua thang Tam, mit troi tée nhitng chum nang rat bong,
choi chang trén san bay, cai san bay rong 16n chong cho mot
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chiéc 40 quan c6 phu xdc xéch 14 qudc ky, may giot nén dong
thanh mang kho cling trang duc trén mau vang cua la co, mot
vai chiéc 14 quan queo so6t lai ciia vong hoa chiéu qua con dinh
o do.

Téi ty thdy minh bé nhd, moéng manh trong chiéc 4o dai mau
xanh nhat, 40 nhau nét, téc bo phd, mit ngo ngac dimg nhin
chung quanh minh. Cai san bay trong sao mong ménh thé ma
cai 4o quan thi bé ti, t6i dung bén canh trong lai cang bé hon.
San bay khong mot bong ngudi, vai ba chiéc may bay quan sy
dau rai rac bén canh nhitng phuy dau chua kip xép vao kho.
Hinh nhu da c6 mui hoi bdc ra tir 4o quan, t6i ding lui ra mot ti
nira, xoa tay 1én nguc, thidy minh nghet thd, nguc nang va dau
bubt, dau thau xudng tan bung, t6i mudn ngit di.

Hai ngay, mot dém o Kién Giang da lam t6i dudi strc. Toi c6
lam gi dau. Toi chi khong an, khong ngu, khong khoc, khong
ca vé sinh. Chic trong nguoi to1 khong con nude. Ba me chong
mot bén, 6ng anh chong mot bén, ho dd sita ong Tho cho toi.
Ba me ché)ng toi that gioi, ba c6 kinh nghiém véi chién tranh,
kinh nghiém véi chét choc, nén di don xac con ma ba con nhé
dem theo hop sira 6ng Tho cho c¢o con dau tiéu thu, ¢6 con dau
con méi nhu vudng lua chua théu.

"Con uong di. Con ma guc xuong day nira thi me biet noi lam
sao v6i cha me con."

T61 khong uong dugc, cai mui tu khi trua nay cua may chuc cai
xac xép chit 16p trude cira nha xac van ran rua trong than thé
t6i. N6 phu chup tir dinh dau xudng hai ban chan, khi t6i len 16i
budc qua nhitng xac linh bén ngoai dé vao bén trong chd nguoi
ta dé xéc si quan. Toi da phai budc qua timg céi thi co boc thay
nguoi ¢ trong, co cai thoi hai ban chan con nguyén doi glay sau
ra mot dau, c6 cai thi 16i ra & ddu kia mot dinh toc bét dat co
cai tho nguyén mot khudén mat tii mét vang khé c6 mdy con
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rudi dau trén doi mét chua khép kin hin. Téi di theo ban tay
dit cua nguoi anh chdng, xtc dong va kinh hoang da lam t61
khong con cam giac nira. Khong biét toi c6 dAm phai al khong.
To1 co gang khong dim 1én nhitng ngudi dan 6ng nam day.
Vao dugc dén bén trong thi t6i c6 nhin thy gi dau. Toi chi
nghe tleng bat khoc cua me chdng, tiéng anh chong bao "Plng
la Cung roi."

T6i thay hinh nhu t6i duoc bé 1én, duge dat ngdi xuéng mot cai
bac thém, gid & song thdi vao mit toi, gitp toi tinh lai, t61 mé&
mit ra, nhin xudng. T6i thdy mot giong nude duc chay 10 do
bén dudi. Thi ra nha xdc ctia bénh vién Kién Giang nam sat
canh bo song. To6i khong dam nhin vao nhitng ngudi dan ba
dang di 1at timg cai poncho quin thay ngudi dé tim chong, tim
con ho trudc ctra nha xac. Toi thay téi con may man hon ho.

Nguoi ta dem xac Cung vé trai gia binh tiéu khu dé lam 1&. T6i
dugc bay dimg canh 4o quan cho 6ng Phé Tinh Truong doc
dién van, trong khi 6ng doc thi t6i dimg nhin miy cdy nén
chay, nhin vong hoa da bat dau héo, c6 ca chén com di kho va
qué trimg ludc c6 may con rudi bay 1én bay xudng, tan nhang
roi phu ddy trén d6. Ong Pho Tinh doc dién van xong, hap tip
ra vé. Chic ong hoi thit vong vi khong thay toi khoc dé co dip
noi loi an ui. M4y nguoi vo linh trong trai gia binh, chay sang
tham hoi, may dira nho con linh chay loanh quanh 4o quan voi
may con ché giy tro xwong, trui ca 16ng, cai 4o chung mac
ngan cin, bung ong ra ngoai, mii tho 10 cling chang chui.
Chuing tron mét nhin may ngudi Sai Gon, mat mili ¢6 ve khang
khac vo1 nhung ngudi trong trai linh nay Co nguoi cling tir xa
dén chua tim Ta xac chdng, xac con dén hoi han ba me chong
t6i v6i con mit nang triu va gwong mit that than.

T6i ding d6 lo mo nghe lao xao nhiing tiéng noi chéng 1én
nhau, moi nguoi ké mot cach, gidng nhu ¢ nha toi moi khi di
xem mdt cudn phim vé&, chi em t6i van thudng tranh nhau néi
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nhu thé. Hinh nhu ho néi vé trdn danh ngay & xa Vinh Thanh
Van. X3 nay, toi khong biét ¢ dau nhung chic 1a rit gan. Ho
n6i danh ba bén hém rdi, va van con danh nén xac khong kéo
ra hét duoc, phai ngdi cho thoi. Ctr ngdi chd thé nao ciing gap,
ho bao nhau.

"Khong thay nguoi thi thdy xac. Thé nao ciing gap ma!"

Ngudi anh chong thi thinh thoang lai bién mat, khong biét di
dau, chac 1a di tim cach dua moi nguoi vé nha. Toi thdy trong
nhitng nguoi di nhan xéac chi ¢6 3 nguodi trong gia dinh nay it
khoc nhét.

Ba me chong t6i thi vira méu mao vira lo xin nudc sdi pha sita
cho con dau udng. Con bé nay von di gay, hai hém réi nd
chang an, chang noi gi 1am ba phat hoang, gia nd ctr khoc sudt
mudt nhuy may ngudi vo linh dang khoc ngoai kia thi ba lai do
lo. Khong biét con ket ¢ day dén bao gio? Bang von liéng tiéng
Phép ba noi chuyén véi mot ong si quan My cho ba qua giang
may bay quan sy vé Saigon, roi ba s& thué may bay dan sy
xudng ddy don may dua con.

Ba gioi lam. My chuc nidm trudc, con tré mang ma ba da mot
minh thué do & Nam Pinh di tim chong. Chdong ba dang dém
dugc Viét Minh dap cira moi di, 10i ca thang khong thay vé.
Ong duge moi vi lue d6 6ng c6 mot ngdi truong nho day hoc
tleng Phap ¢ Nam Dinh. Ba di do, di bo ca bao nhiéu cay s0,
dén tan chd khong ai dam bén mang dén hoi tin tirc chong. Ho
bao vé di, bdn chét roi. Ba lai thué do ve, tinh ngay di cua
chdng dung 1am ngay gid vi ba khong biét 6ng bi xir ban vao
hom nao. May hom sau ba bo nha ¢ Nam Dinh, dit ba thang
bé, dtra 16n nhat chua qua 10 tudi tim duong ra Ha Noi. Di lam,
nudi con an hoc. Roi lai dét con di cu vao Nam. Ai lam duoc gl
thi ba cling lam duogc nhu vay. Ba ciing khoc chu. Nhung nudce
mit thi von chong khd vi né khong chay hét ra mot luc, nd
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chay ri ra it mdt. Chay sudt mét doi. Co con dau ba méi cudi
dugc c6 ba thang, con tré lam, lai chua c6 con, di don xac
chong lai c6 me chong, anh chong bén canh. So véi ba c6 con
may man chan.

Ma dung that, ba me chéng thao vat cta t6i s khd hon con
dau. Ba xin 1én duoc méy bay vé trudc cac con mot hom thi
cling bi tha xudng phi truong Binh Thuy dém hom d6, may bay
khong vé dén Sai Gon. Mot con mua thang Tam bét chot ap
xudng lam ba uét siing, that théu tim mot nha tho vao xin nga
qua dém, ba khong can khoc nira, troi dat khoc ho ba rdi. Sang
hoém sau ba di xe do vé Saigon. Trong khi d6 thi cac con cua
ba: Con sbng, con chét ciing bi tha xuéng chd me ngay hom
qua, nhung khong phai budi tdi mua siing nudc ma mot budi
trua day nang.

Cubi cung thi ciing dua dugce quan tai vé Sai Gon. Khi xudng
dén phi truong Tan Son Nhat thi ca nguoi va canh trong that
bat mat. Néu c6 can quay mot canh phim cho chién tranh thi
hay qua. Cai quan tai ciing khong can phai trang tri cho ra vé
tang thuong hon nira. L4 co phu trén no nhau nat, xoc xéch, co
don, da du vé tang thuong.

Hai nhan vat that théu xac xo dimg canh khong can phai hoa
trang hay dién xuat, ho di dimg nhu ngudi méat hon, ngo ngac,
that lac, roi ra ting manh nhu nhitng ngudi linh vira bai tran
tro vé. Ctr dung may quay phim 1én, quay ho nhu thé vao phim
cling tuyét 1am roi.

Sau nay t6i nghi lai van ty hoi. Tai sao luc d6 ma minh tinh
khoé nhu vay, sao minh khong phat rd, phat dién, khong dap
dau vao tuong?

Ca tram c4u hoi cr chay lung tung trong ddu t6i bao nhidu nim
troi.
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Mot chiéc xe nha binh d6n chd 4o quan tir phi truong dén nha
xac bénh vién Grall. Pa bao ba me chéng to1 la nguoi thao vat
ma! Ba con xin duoc miéng dat chon Cung trong Mac Dinh
Chi dé ba tham viéng cho tién, chir 1én tan Nghia Trang Quan
Doi thi 1am sao ba c6 thé di tham thudng xuyén dugc.

Ho cho Cung di qua nha, dimg lai cho Cung nhin chd minh da
song, da 16n 1én mot 1an chot. Chang biét ai 1a ngudi nghi ra cai
tuc khong dugc chét ¢ nha thi phai ghé qua nha trudce khi ra di
han ma hay thé! Téi thay nhitng ngudi l4n can va mot vai
nguoi ho hang da dung cho san trudc cira nha. Ho nhin i,
nhin quan tai nhu xem phim chiéu chdm, ho quen qua roi cai
canh ndy nhimg nam gan day. T6i con tré qua, ho nght. Thé
nao rdi cling quén di, ciing lai 1y chong, chi tdi cho ba me anh
ta.

Ho nghi cling chang sai may. Khi t6i bi day ra khoi nudc, gia
dinh chéng ciing bo di, chi co Cung la nguoi ¢ lai. Cung clng
chang khac gi nhitng nguoi con sdng, ciing bi dudi nha, bi
chiém doat tai san. Nguoi anh ho ¢ lai tim cho anh mdt noi cu
ngu moi trong nha thd Tan Dinh.

T6i tréi mai roi cling phai dat vao mot chd. Bay nam sau toi 1iy
chong, sanh con, t6i séng binh thuong nhu tit ca moi ngudi
dan ba khac trén mot dat nude khong co chién tranh. Toi cling
vui, cling budn véi nhimng thing tram cta doi sdng.

O doi song hang ngay, t61 quén dan cai bat hanh cua t6i may
muoi nim vé trude. Nhung t6i nhd rat rd rang 1a cai bat hanh
do no6 co hién dién trong kiép nguoi cua minh. Thinh thoang
Cung van vé trong giac mo, du suot ngay hom trudc t61 khong
hé nghi dén. Cung vé nhu con song hay vé nhu da chét thi khi
tinh ddy, nudc mat toi van ling 1€ trao ra trén gbi. Toi ¢b gang
khong 1am giao dong nguoi nam bén canh dang ngon giac.
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Bubi sang, thirc day, t6i thay 4o goi, roi lai than nhién budc vao
doi song trudc mat: Gidat giti cho chong, com banh cho con.

Thoi gian ctr than nhién troi, budn va vui ddy dp hai tay. Ngay
trang toc roi cling den.

% %k ok

Lan dau tién vé tham lai Viét Nam nam 1998, sau 23 nim, toi
di tim Cung & nha tho Tan Dinh. T6i di len 16i giita nhitng day
ké, doc ting cai tén, di dén van "T" 1a ho cua Cung. T6i nhin
thidy mot cai hoc nho, khong c6 hinh chi co ghi Ho, tén, ngay
sinh, ngdy mét. Toi ding ling ngudi, run rdy cham nhitng ngén
tay minh 1én mit chit. Cai cam giac cham tay vao dau 4o quan
ctia nam 1969 bdng hién ra dudi nhitg ngédn tay t6i. Mot tiéng
nac dua 1én thanh quan, vO Oa ra, toi khoc nhu chua bao gio
dugc khoc. Nude mat cta bao nhiéu nam tu lai mot ngay, nude
mat ciia nhirng ngay di dén xac ¢ Kién Giang kho lai bay gio
nut ra nhu mot mach ngam ctia sudi bat 1én trén mat dat nirt né.
T6i khuyu chan ngdi xudng giira 16i di cta hai hang ké, khoc
nhu chua bao gio dugc khoc.

Chung quanh toi vang lang. Toi trim minh vao nudc mat, vao
bat hanh, vao ndi €6 doc cua minh. Cai hoc nho dyng tro than
bén trén dau toi van than nhién, im lim nhin nhu trudc khi toi
dén.

Trich tho:

Triing Pat Khach

Nhitng dém trang sang toi khong ngu

Am tham mat 1é nhé qué hwong

Ngay vé sao bong xa xam qud

T6i thire cting trang suot dém trieong.
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Vieon xwa 16i cil trang con sang
Thém ving con ai diing doi cho
Ngéi nha than mén ai dang &

C6 con dam am khoi hirong xwa

Ban cil bay gio ¢ chén nao
Ngitng mdt nhin trang da c6 sau
Chén tra co man doi giong l¢é
Ngdam ngui co khé goi tén nhau

Con giong song nita dém biét ly
T6i di ciing séng khoc hen vé
Trang miede than yéu con lang doi
Giir gitim nuée mdt ké ra di

Oi trang dat khéch lam t6i khée
Qué huong cang nho long cang dau
Liéu toc con xanh ngay tro lai

Qué nguoi luu lac dén bao lau!

Cé6 Phai To6i Khéng

C6 ngueoi givi t6i tam hinh trén mang
cé gdi Sai gon do trang khan tang
di trong Sai gon bén muwoi ndm cii
co gai trong hinh co phdi toi khong?

0) hay tai sao tw nhién toi nhan

Sai gon cd tram cé gdi giong t6i

cd ngan khan tang trén dau géa phu
g6a phy con hong mot vét son moi

O hay tai sao tir nhién 16 choi
Sai gon ngay ay trang toat khan tang
nhitng cé tré lam mdt dam dia 1é
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theo tay ai ddt di vao nghia trang

Sai gon bdy gio khoi nhang da tdt
goa phu ngady tho toc da phai xanh
nhin lai tam hinh nhan ra cé gdi
khé goi tén co Tran Thi ChiénTranh.

Thang Tw Qué Hwong Toi

Thang tu qué huwong toi

Con chim chét chdy trén ngon cdy
Con buém chét chay giiva béng hoa
Me gia chét chay trong géc cho
Em tho chét chay cing can nha

Thang tu qué huwong toi

Mau chay ngoai quoc 19

Maéu kéo vao thanh pho

Chiéc nén sdt vii dwdi muong
Doi giay saut vut trén bdi co

Thang tu qué hwong toi

C6 nguoi linh quay siing ban vao ddu
C6 éng vua chay tron ngai vang

Co ong tuong quén minh la tuong
Chuea kip danh da ho to "tan hang"

Thang tu qué huwong toi

Nhitng nu hon man chat

Nhitng giot 1¢ kho

Nhitng chiéc thuyén ra cira bién

Nhitng canh tay gay trong hang rao toa dai sw

Thang tu qué hwong toi
Mot vet den lich s
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Ngudi Cau O Song Nao

T6i mdng néi buon nhe
Trén mot soi day cung
Chit nhe ¢6 déau nang
Nén soi ddy cung chung

T6i gdnh néi buon ndng
Tréo lén mét dinh doi
Lueng chirng néi buon nga
Lan xuong ddy hon t6i

Téi qudn néi buén cong
Vao vong tron cudc song
Chit cong khéng c6 dau
N6i buon nhiw noi khéng

Buén t6i nhw déu sdc
Ngdt cdu rdt mo ho

Pat vao khéng diing chd
Nén néi buon lam tho

Buén t6i nhuw chit tinh
Ai viét trén lung gié
Dau huyén sé bay di
Can léu t6i cira ngo

Co nguwoi niu ao hoi
Dau néi buon & dau?
Ddu héi nhuw ddu méc
Budc dau soi day cau
Toi la con ca nho
Nguwoi cau 0 song nao?
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(3-99)

Qua Ting Trong Chién Tranh @

Em tdng anh hoa hong
Chon trong long huyét moi
Em tang anh do cudi

Phii trén ndm mo xanh

Anh tang em bgi tinh
Kém vdi ngoi sao bac
Chiéc hoa mai mau vang
Chuwa deo con sang bong

Em ting anh tudi ngoc
Cua nhitng ngay yéu nhau
Bd chét ngay tir liic

Em nhdn dwoc tin sau

Anh tang em mui mdu
Trén ao tran sa truong
Mau anh va mau dich
Xin em cung xot thwong

Em tang anh may vwong
Mt em ngay thang ha
Em tang anh dong gia
Giira tudi xudn cudc doi

Anh tang moi khong cuoi
Anh tang tay khéng nam
Anh tang mat khéng nhin
Mot hinh hai bdt dong

Anh muodn van ta 1oi
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Xin hen em kiép sau
Manh dan nay em giir
Lam di vat tim nhau.

(Thang 7-1969)

The Gift In Wartime
(Translated by Vann Phan)

1 offer you roses

Buried in your new grave

1 offer you my wedding gown

To cover your tomb still green with grass.

You give me medals

Together with silver stars

And the yellow pips on your badge
Unused and still shining.

1 offer you my youth

The days we were still in love
My youth died away

When they told me the bad news.

You give me the smell of blood
From your war dress

Your blood and your enemy's
So that [ may be moved.

[ offer you clouds

That linger on my eyes on summer days
[ offer you cold winters

Amid my springtime of life.

You give me your lips with no smile
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You give me your arms without tenderness
You give me your eyes with no sight
And your motionless body.

Seriously, I apologize to you

1 promise to meet you in our next life

I will hold this shrapnel as a token

By which we will recognize each other.

Giic Mo Hoa Binh @

Em nghe noi hoa binh

Trén nhitng to nhdt bdo
Em nghe noi hoa binh

Trén mi¢ng nguoi lanh dao

Em dé long kho khao

Om gidc mo hoa binh
Mong chién tranh cham dirt
Anh gia tw dao binh

Tin vé tir trin tuyén

Anh chét giita chién trirong
Oi gidc mo kho khao

Chi con la dau thuwong

T khi em ra doi

Tuwr khi co tri khon

Em thdy toan chém giét
Em thdy toan mdu xwong

Tir khi em biét nghe

Tir khi em biét néi

Todn nhitng 16i gia doi
Toan nhitng loi hira suong
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Tir khi em biét yéu

Tir khi em biét nhé
Anh da dan doi cho
R6i anh khéng vé nita

Oi gidgc mo kho khao

Oi gidc mo hoa binh

Xay giita long tham bao
Chét truéc khi thanh hinh

Oi long non bé nho

Nhue gidy trdng thom tho
Vét muc den loang 16
Lam hoen 6 hon tho

Em dd biét gidn thi
Biét cugc doi doi tra
Trang nhat néi hoa binh
Trang tu toan cdo-pho

Em khéng con bong bt
Tin nhitng loi dau méi
Em bat ddu tinh ngé
Thi di mdt anh roi

Oi gidc mo hoa binh
Anh tra bang sw song
Em trd bang tii hon
Bcfng mot doi don doc

(Thang 7-1969)

(a) Pugc Vann Phan dich ra Anh van, dua vao sach gido khoa
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day ¢ bac Trung hoc M§.

Trong bai viét 76i doc vwon mang cut cua Tran Mong Tu, Tran
Doan Nho da gi6i thiéu:

“Trdan Mong Tii la nha tho. Ta quen goi nhir thé va dwong nhu
chi ciing thich goi nhw thé. T hye ra, T) ran Mong Tii con viét
van, khong chi thinh thoang viét cho vui, ma viét nhiéu. Pdic
diém cua Tran Mdng Ti: viét van ma van “hoai tho”. T hanh
thir van cia chi khi ndo ciing lam tam tho. Thay vi goi Tran
M¢ong Tii la nha tho/nha van, hay goi Tran Méng Ti la nha tho
viét van.

Co 1é Tran M¢ng Tii la mét trong s6 nhitng cdy bit viét nhiéu
o0 hai ngoai. Nhitng ai yéu van chwong thwong duwoc doc nhirng
bai tho rat muec triv tinh va nhitng truyén ngdn va tan man cia
chi, xuat hién dau dé khé déu dan, trén nhiéu tap chi van hoc
hai ngoqi, gidy ciing nhi mang.”’

N MOF ) d : trdin mdng
mua rolenmorgiu g o =0 | CAU CHUYEN
saigon ! . | CUA LA PHONG "’
mua 5
seattle '

),

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Tran Mong T Web: luanhoan.net
- Binh Thuy 1969 Web: nlsbaoloc.info
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6. Pham Tin An Ninh

Pham Tin An Ninh (1943-20 )

Pham Tin An Ninh sinh nam 1943 tai lang Phi Ho1, huyén Van
Ninh, tinh Khanh Hoa. Phu than la thay gido, me mat som khi
moi 1én ba, nén O6ng song vo1 ong ba ndi, hoc tiéu hoc & qué
nha.

Niam 1958, 6ng roi qué, xudng Nha Trang ¢ nha ngudi cha di
hoc, thi rt vao truong VO Tanh nén 6ng phai hoc Trung hoc tu
thuc Van Hoéa. Khi 1én D¢ nhi cép, ong hoc Trung hoc Vo6 Ténh
tai Nha Trang.

Néam 1964, 6ng nhap ngii khoa 18 Truong B6 Binh Thu buc
khai giang thang 6 ndm 1964. Sau khi man khoa S Quan Trur
Bi, 6ng dugc phan bo vé Su Poan 23 B Binh, thuée Ving II
Chién thuat, tham du nhitng tran chién ¢ Ban Mé Thudt,
Pleiku, Kontum.

Nam 1967, ong lap gia dinh véi ¢6 Truong Thi Thuec.
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Bién c6 30 thang 4 nam 1975, 6ng ciing nhu cac ST Quan khac
phai di hoc tap cai tao trong 8 nam, ong da ¢ trong nhiéu trai
hoc tap cai tao tir Nam ra Bac.

Théan phu ong ciing bi bat tii, va mat trong trai ti cai tao vao
thang 6 nam 1976.

Nam 1983, duoc ra trai, vé lai qué nha, séng mot thoi gian lao
dong chan tay.

Nam 1984, ong t6 chirc vuot bién bang thuyén, duoc thuong
thuyén Na Uy vét, do d6 ong dugc dinh cu tai Na Uy tir ndm
1985, lam viéc tai Ngan hang Buu dién Na Uy cho dén khi vé
huu vao dau nam 2008.

Nam 2003, sau khi 6 6n dinh doi séng gia dinh, ong mai bat dau
viét truyén ngan dang trén bio, trén mang, vé sau tap hop lai in
thanh sach.

Tac pham:

- O cudi hai con dwong (Tap truyén, 2008)
- Rung khoc giira mua xudan (Tap truyén, 2012)
- Van con vuong to (viét chung véi VO Doan Nhan, 2013)

Trich van:
Rirng khéc gitra mua xuin

Hon hai muoi ndam nay, tir ngay dén dinh cu ¢ Na-Uy, mot
nudc Bic Au noi tiéng voi nhimg mua dong dai bang gia,
nhung lai rat dep vao nhitng ngay hé va ling man vao thu, toi
van giit thoi quen di len 16i trong rimg, khong chi vao nhitng
ngay nghi cudi tudn ma bat cir luc ndo thiy long minh trin tré.
Khong phai to0 mo vi nhitng cudc tinh chay bong trong “Rung
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Na-Uy”, cubn tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng méi ddy ciia mot ong nha
van Nhat Ban, nhung dé dugc ling nghe nhiing tiéng khoc.
Tiéng khoc cua cdy 14, cua gd da trong rumg. Tiéng khoc c6
manh luc quyén du t61, thuc bach t6i, cho du n6 da lam cho t61
dau dén, khdn kho gan ca mot doi.

T6i sinh ra & Hué, nhung 16n 1én ¢ thanh phd Nha Trang, sau
khi cung ca nha theo cha t6i vao day nhan nhiém sé moi. Co6 1€
ngdy ay toi 1a mot co gai kha xinh. Ngay tir nam toi hoc 16p dé
luc truong Nt Trung Hoc, cling da c¢6 vai chang hoc tro kho
khao si tinh, dap xe theo t6i sau nhimg budi tan truong. Lén
nam d¢ tam, cling c6 vai chang SVSQ Hai Quan, Khong Quan
cho trude cong truong tan tinh. Nhung nhu 13 s6 troi, trai tim
toi chi rung dong trudc mot nguoi. Anh 1a ban chi than véi
ong anh ca cua toi1, hai nguoi hoc cung 16p tir thoi con & truong
V6 Tanh. Thang tu nim 68, chung t6i 1am dam cudi, két thic
mot cude tinh dau that d& thuong, khéng c6 nhiéu lang man,
cling chang co diéu gi tric tro. Ong x4 toi 1a linh biét dong
quan. Hau ctr dong & Pleiku. Ngay vé lam dam cudi, doi giay
saut ctia anh con bam day dat d6 hanh quan. Pam cuéi ching
t6i dugc to chirc tai mot nha hang nam gan bo bién, khong xa
toa tinh, noi vira mai trai qua khoi Itra Mau Than.

Sau dam cudi, cha me chéng cho t6i theo anh Ién Pleiku mot
thang, roi phai trd vé sdng ¢ nha chong, boi anh di hanh quan
lién mién, khong an toan khi toi phai séng mot minh. Chi
nhitng khi nao tiéu doan vé hau ctr dudng quan, anh danh di¢n
tin dé toi 1én véi anh.

Mii d&én ba nim sau, t6i méi sinh cho anh dira con dau long.
Mot dtra con trai bu bam. Co 18 vi nang ng véi nli rung, anh dé
nghi t61 dat tén cho con la Cao Nguyén, Lé Cao Nguyén. Anh
vé phép thim con khi chau vira day thang. Cang 1én Cao
Nguyén cang_ gidng cha. Po6i mit to, song mili cao, va dac biét
1a trén d¢au mdi vanh tai déu c6 mot “16 tai nho” nhu ba no.
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Chi ding mot tuan sau khi chia tay vo con vé don vi, anh bj
thuong nang trong lic don vi hanh quan giai vay can cu
Pleime. T61 béng con 1én Pleiku. Hau ctr lo cho me con t61 noi
an chon ¢ va co xe dua don mdi ngay dé toi tham va sin soc
anh trong quan y vién. Sau khi xuét vién, d6i chan con di khap
khiéng, nén anh duoc chuyén vé Bo Chi Huy Lién Poan dam
trach mdt cong tdc tham muu & hau ci. Me con to1 & lai Bién
Hb vé6i anh ké tir ngay dy. Me chong t6i rat nhan tir, thuong
xuyén 1én tham chung t6i va thué cho t6i mot nguoi giap viéc.
Cudi nam 1973, trong mot lan VC phéo kich vao trai gia binh
lam mot s dan ba con nit bi thuong, trong d6 c¢6 chau Cao
Nguyén. Rat may, manh dan giy mot vét thuong kha 16n ¢
canh tay, nhung khong vao xuwong. Sau hom 4y, chung toi ra
thué mot can nha bén ngoai doanh trai dé ¢. Nam sau, khi Cao
Nguyén vira tron hai tudi, toi sinh dtra con th&r nhi. Lan nay la
con gai. Con bé gidng me, duoc chung t6i dit tén Thiy Duong
dé nhé thanh phd bién Nha Trang, noi hai chiing t6i 16n 1én va
yéu nhau .

May nam song 0 Pleiku, cai thanh ph6 “di dim phut tro vé
chén cii” ay, nhiing ngay nang chi thay toan bui do, con nhiing
ngay mua bun bam dinh gét chan. Pleiku dung 1a mot thanh
phd linh. Nhitng nguoi vo linh song ¢ ddy duong nhu chi dé
cho chong tré vé sau nhitng cudc hanh quan, hodc dé chim soc
chong nhiing ngay bi thuong nam trong quan y vién. Véi ho thi
dung 13 “ may con c6 anh doi con dé& thuong”. Trong s ay da
c6 biét bao nguoi tro thanh goa phy !

Giita thang 3/75, sau ding mot tudn Ban Mé Thudt mét vao tay
gidc, mot budi sang, tir ban doanh Lién Poan vé, chong t61 hoi
ha bdo me con t6i va chi giup viéc thu don dd dac gap, bo lai
moi thir, chi mang theo nhiing gi can thiét, nhat 13 thic n va
stra cho cac con, theo anh vao hau ctr.
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Khi vira dén cong trai, t6i ngac nhién khi thay tat ca moi ngudi
déu da ngdi sin trén xe. Ching t6i roi khoi doanh trai. Thanh
phd Pleiku nhu dang ngo ngac trudc nhimg nguoi tung bao
nam sbéng chét voi minh nay voi vang bo di khong mot tiéng
gid tir. Pang gitra mua xudn ma ca mot bau troi u am. Pleiku
tién ching toi bang mot con mua d6 xudng khi doan xe vira ra
khoi thanh ph6. Dén nga ba My Thanh, doan xe dimng lai. Phia
trude chung to61 day dac xe va nguoi, vira dan vura linh, da cac
binh chiing, di cac loai xe, ké ca xe gin mdy. Toi nghe chong
tdi va ban bé noi 1a mot sd don vi Biét bong Quan dugc chi
dinh di sau, ngin chan dich quan tap hau dé bao vé cho doan
quan di tan! Pay 14 trach nhiém nguy hiém va ning né nhat
trong mot cudc hanh quan triét thoai.

Hon mot ngdy md mam trén Tinh Lo 7, ching toi dén thi xa
Hau Bon vao luc troi sép tdi. Vira dung lai chua kip @n com thi
bi phao kich va sing nd khap noi. Xe va nguoi dim 1én nhau
trong con hot hoang. Pich da bao vdy. Cac don vi BPQ chdng
tra kién cuong, nhung dich qué dong, va bén ta thi vira quan
vira dan chen chic nhau hdn don. Trong luc nguy nan nay troi
lai giang xudng cho bén ta thém mot didu bat hanh: Mot chiéc
phan luc co doi bom nham vao quan ban. Poan xe v6i va roi
Héu Bon, di chuyén dén gﬁn Pht Tuc thi lai bi dich tan cong tu
khap huéng. Nhiéu xe bdc chay va rat nhiéu ngudi chét hoic bi
thuong. Ca doan xe khong nhuc nhich dugc. Ching t6i c6 1énh
b6 lai tat ca xe ¢, bang rimg tim dudng vé Cung Son. Chong
t6i, vira chién ddu vira dan duong chung t6i ciing mot sé binh
si, vo con. Toi dit theo Cao Nguyén con chi giip viée bong
chau Thuy Duong. Ching toi lam 1di trong rung. Tiéng sung
van con am 1, nhitng vién dan lira nhu muén xé man dém. Khi
chung t6i mét 1a ciing 1a lic dén by mot con song nho. Chong
to1 lo chd nga cho me con t6i dudi mot goc cdy, roi cing mot
s6 dong doi chia nhau canh gac. Mét qua, 01 ngu vui mot giéc,
thire day thi troi vira sang. Chung t6i lai tiép tuc 1én duong. Toi
khong con du stc dé bong Cao Nguyén, nén chong toi phai
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dung cai vong nilong gui chau sau lung, bén ngoai dugc phu
bang cai 4o giap. Vira ra khoi bia ring t6i ngac nhién khi thay
ting doan nguoi 10 lugt kéo nhau di cung hudng ching toi,
trong d6 c6 nhiéu ngudi vira bi thwong, minh day mau. Toi
nghi ho ciing 1a nhiing vo chdng, con cai, cha me dat diu nhau
di tim su séng. Hinh nhu ho khong con mang theo bat ctr thu
gi. Nhin nét mit ai nay ciing kinh hoang. Chong t6i ban bac
cung mot s6 ban be trong don vi, chung t6i lai tdch khoi dam
dong nay, tim mot 10 trinh khac ma di, dé tranh su phat hi¢n
cua dich. Vura ro1 doan nguoi vai phut thi dan phéo thi nhau rét
xubng. Tiéng la khoc that thanh cong véi tiéng sung nd khép
noi lam cho ca mot khu rumg nhu trai qua mot con dia chan.
Trong nhém chung t6i cling da c6 mdt s6 nguoi chét. Pén luc
nay thi manh ai ndy tim duong séng. Gia dinh t6i cing gia dinh
vai nguoi ban nira chay vao khu rung phia trudc, noi khong
nghe tiéng sung. Kinh nghiém bao nhiéu nam chién tran, bay
gid chdng toi chi con ding de mong cttu dugc vo con minh.
Dich quan tran ngap. Mot sb don vi tan ra. Pong doi ké chét
ngudi bi thuong. C6 thé mot sé da bi bat. Toi khong thé tuong
tuong dugc s6 ménh bi tham ciia nhimg ngudi linh biét dong
mot thoi oanh 1iét trén khip chién truong, gid nay lai tan tac
trong bét ngo, tirc tudi! Chong ti suyt bat khoc, khi nghe cap
chi huy truyén Iénh tir ong tudng tu 1énh Quan Poan : “Pap 1én
ma di!” Trong ca doi binh nghiép, chic nhing ngudi linh
khong con nhéan cai 1énh nao dau dén hon thé nira!

Sau chimg mot tiéng dong ho bang rimg, ching toi bat ngo gip
mot toan linh hon 20 nguoi thude tiéu doan cii cia chong toi.
Thay tro chua kip nim tay mimng r& thi sung nd. Pich quan
phia trudc mit. Tré lai cuong vi chi huy, chong t6i lung mang
con, diéu dong anh em xo6ng vao trin mac. Mot cudc danh tdc
chién, toan dich quan bi tidu diét. Chong t6i quay lai tim va
huéng dan dam dan ba con nit chung t6i di tiép. Trong nui rimg
dém xudng that nhanh. Cai bong t6i bay gio that ron nguoi. Toi
hinh dung dén cai bong cia tir than. Chung t6i dimg lai trén
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mot ngon ddi thap. Toi nghiép cho nhitng ngudi linh trung
thanh. Pang 1& ho loi dung bong dém dé di tiép, vi d6 1a so
truong cua ho, nhung théy mot sO vo con ban bé cung vai anh
em bi thuong khong the di n01 nghe 101 chdng t6i, tat ca cling
¢ lai qua dém. Sau khi sap xép anh em phong thu, chdng toi tré
lai phu lo cho nam cho me con t6i. T6i hom 4y, du mét, nhung
$a0 toi ¢t tran troc, khong ngu duogc. Chong t61 Om to1 dua vao
mot gbe cdy. Anh 6m t6i that chit vao long, thinh thoang hon
nhe t6i, trén mdi, trén téc. Trong hoan canh nay ching ai con
1ong da nao dé lang man yéu thuong, nhung c6 1& anh dang toi
nghiép cho mot nguoi con gai da trot chon chong 1a linh chién.
Va khong ngd d6 lai 1a nhitng ny hon cudi cung anh danh cho
t6i. Budi sang som khi vira xudng chan ddi, ching to6i cham
sting v6i dich. Ciing 1a 1an cudi cing t6i ching kién nhiing
nguoi linh bi¢t dong can truong. Cac anh phan tan ting toan
nhd, x6ng vao long dich ma danh, tiéng thét “ Biét Pong Quan
Sat” vang doi ca mot ving. Nghe stng nd, toi doan luc luong
dich dong 1im. Mot anh trung si bi thuong ¢ canh tay trong
tran d4nh hom qua, dugce chi dinh dét tat ca dam dan ba con nit
chung t6i ra khoi ving giao chién. Da vay anh con phai diu
theo mot ngudi linh bi thuong khac. Vo chong toi that lac nhau
ké tir phuit ay. Toi con lac mét ca chau Cao Nguyén, dugc ba no
gui theo phia sau lung ngay ca nhiing khi 1am tran. Khong biét
chiéc 4o gidp co du che chin hinh hai bé nhé cuia con t6i. Hinh
anh nay trudc ddy toi nghi chi c6 dién ra trong miy cudn
truyén Tau ma t6i da doc.

Tiép tuc di chuyén chimng vai gio dong ho nira, khi t61 mot con
duong mon, chung toi lai nghe sing nd. Anh trung si dan
duong ching t61 nhan ra tirng loat Iyu dan nd, bao tat ca chung
t6i nam rap xudng. Cho im tiéng stng, dam chung toi roi con
duong mon, chay vé huéng rung bén phai, ma theo anh trung
si, co the an toan hon. Khi dén bia rung, t6i bang hoang nhin
thdy may nguoi linh biét dong quan nam chét bén canh xac
quén tht, mau me lai lang. Sau nay t6i duoc biét nhitng ngudi
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linh nay bi dich bao vay, da ty sat dé cung chét chung véi giic.
bi vao canh rirng bén phai chi vai tram mét nira thi chung t61 bi
mot dadm kha dong VC chan lai. Anh trung si bi tude hét vi
khi. Tat ca chung toi bi lua vao bén bd sudi nho. O day t6i gip
mot sb si quan, binh si cua ta bi bét, nhiéu nguoi tay bi troi
nguoc ra sau, ngdi theo hang doc quay lung ra subi, truéc hong
sting san sang nha dan cua ké thu. To6i ¢d y tim xem, nhung
khong thiy ché)ng t61 trong sd nguodi bi bét. Long toi lo au v6
han. Tur lc ay, tiéng sting tam im, chi con tiéng quat thao vdi
cai giong rat kho nghe cua dam nguoi thang tran. TAt ca chung
t6i bi la vé dia diém tap trung, mot ngdi trudong nam trong
huyén Cing Son (Son Hoa).

Trong canh khén ciing nay, t6i chi con lai mot diéu may man.
Chi giup viéc rat tot bung va trung thanh. Vira bong bé, bao
boc cho chau Thity Duong, vira lo lang cho t6i. Chi di dau do
xin cho t6i nira bat com, nhung t6i khong nudt noi, mac du da
trdi qua hai ngay do6i khat. Nhin dra con gai vira méi 1én hai
lay 1at bén canh va nghi toi chong toi va dua con trai gid nay
khong biét séng chét ra sao, 1an dau tién t6i bat khoc.

Cudi cung thi t6i cling 1an mo vé dén Nha Trang, khi thanh ph
nay cling vura lot vao tay gidc. Khi nhén ra t6i, me t61 6m toi
vao long va khoc nhu mua. To1 khong du can ddm mang tin
budn dén nha chong, nhd cha t6i sang bao tin t6i va chau Thuy
Duong vira méi vé nha, chong t6i va chau Cao Nguyén con
dang mét tich. Ca nha chong kéo sang thim t6i, bong chau
Thiy Duong vé nha sin sbc. Me chong t6i than thy ca may
ngdy lién khi nhan dugc tin niy. Nam nha hon mét tudn, nhd
me tan tinh cham lo, strc khoe t6i dd gan binh phuc, t6i xin
duoc tro lai Phi Bon tim chong va chau Cao Nguyén. Ca nha
t61 va cha me chong déu ai ngai, 4u lo. Nhung qua sy nai ni cta
t6i, cudi ciing cha me chdng cho dira em trai ut ctia chong toi,
dung xe honda cho t61 ngugc duong lén Tinh Lo 7.
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Mic du d3 chtng kién bao nhiéu mau lira tang téc, ciing nhu da
chuén bi tinh than, nhung t6i thuc sy kinh hii nhitng gi trudc
mat, khi nhin thiy ngon ngang bao nhiéu xe cd bi dét chay,
nhirg bd xuwong ngudi con vuong vii d6 day, bao nhiéu nim
mo lap voi bén duong. Ca mot ving xong mui tir khi. Chiée
khin bit miéng tim w6t dau Nhi Thién Puong da gitp t6i va
ciu em vuot qua ching duong gan 100 cdy s6. Pén Cheo Reo,
héi thim mot vai ngudi dan, duoc biét mot sd si quan bi bat
lam t0 binh, dang con giam & Thuan Man. Chung t6i dén do,
trinh gidy phép di tim chong cia Uy Ban Quan Quan, méi
dugc cho vao trai. Sau khi tén VC truc ban cho biét khong co
tén chong t6i trong danh sach ti binh, t6i xin dugc gip bét ctr
moét si quan nao cung don vi voi chong toi. Rat may, t6i dugc
gap anh dai doi pho luc chong t6i con ¢ tiéu doan. Anh cho biét
1a c6 gép mot s6 binh si cung chong t6i chién dau dudi ngon
ddi gan déo Tu Na. Ho cho biét chong toi bi thuong, nhung co
tim cach dua chau Cao Nguyén dén mot noi nao d6. Toi sang
1én niém hy vong. Ngay hom 4y t6i thué nam ngudi Thuong,
theo t6i 1an theo con duong doc bo séng ma toi con nhd, tro lai
khu ddi thap, roi bung ra xa di tim. Lién tuc trong mot tuan,
chung t61 chi tim duoc may bd xuong nguoi, mot sO ngoi mo
v0 danh, nhung khong thiy dau vét cua chong toi. Toi try veé
mang theo niém tuyét vong, khong chi cho t61 , ma cho ca nha
chong.

Cha me chong t6i 1ap ban thd cho chdng t6i va Cao Nguyén,
dura chéu dich ton cua 6ng ba. Ngay 19 thang 3 1a ngay gio cua
hai cha con.

Hang nam, ctr dén ngay nay, toi va Thuy Duong déu tro lai Pha
Bon, tim dén chan doi, dudi gbc cdy nim gitta dinh d6i, ma
dém cudi cung chong toi om tdi vao long, thip huong tudong
niém anh va chau Cao Nguyén. Toi da ding dao khic dam tén
anh va chau Cao Nguyén vao than céy.Va lan nao, khi nudce
mit ran rya, trong tiéng gio rimg, t6i mo hd nhu c6 tiéng khoc
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tir gbc cdy nay, rdi ving ving bao nhiéu tiéng khoc tir nhitng
than cdy khac, tir nhimg khic gd ndm vuong vai do bom dan
hém nao, tao thanh mét thir am thanh ndo nung, x¢ rudt.

T6i da mang du am cua tiéng khoc éy dén tan Bic Au, noi me
con t61 dinh cu sau chuyén vuot bién dugc mot chiée tau cua
vuong qudc Na Uy ctru vét. Thang 5 nam 1985, cha me chong
t61 gop vang cung mot ngudi ban ¢ ving bién Luong Son dong
ghe vuot bién. Toi, chau Thuy Duong va mot dira em trai cia
t6i duoc di cung voi gia dinh chdng. Tbi ciing xin duge mot
chd cho chi gitp viéc lac trude ( chi da vé qué trén vung Dién
Khanh, sau ngdy cung toi thoat chét tre Ve) nhung chi chdi tir.
T6i 4m thim gom nhit tai san cta nha chong va cia t6i mang
1én biéu chi trudce khi roi khoi qué nha.

Hai muoi nam sau, khi Thuy Duong vua lam dam cudi, toi
mudn dua vo ché)ng chau vé lai Viét Nam trinh dién 6ng ba
ngoai, va dén dia diém cudi cung khi chdng toi va Cao Nguyén
con sdng, nhu 1a mot nghia cur dé chau tuong nhd dén cha va
anh minh. Ching t6i dén diy ding vao giita mua Xuan, mot
ngdy trude ngay gid chong va dira con trai.

Con duong Tinh L 7 ngay xua bay gio da dugc trang nhua va
d6i tén thanh Quédc Lo 25. Chung t6i thué bao mot chiée xe tam
chd ngdi. Ngoai t6i va vo chong chau Thity Duong, con ¢6 cau
em trai it cua toi va vo chong chi giup viéc ngay xua. Chung
t6i dén Cheo Reo, bay gi ¢6 tén méi 1a A Yun Pa thudc tinh
Gia Lai. Tét ca khong con gi dau vét cua chién tranh. Nguoi ta
da cb tinh trat phan to son 1én thanh phd nui nay dé co dang
dap cua thoi ky ddi méi. Mau sic loe loet, vai ngdi nha cao
tang qué mua kéch cdm, nhitng ngdi nha san “cai bién” thanh
nhimg biét thu cua cac ong quan 16n, nim cho vo gitra mot
vung ngheéo nan dugc mang tén “thi xa”. Nhin day nti Ham
Rong tir xa, an hién trong nhitng ddm may mu, long t6i ching
xudng. Noi 4y, di bao lan t6i dén tham chong, dé duoc hoa
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minh vao don vi v6i nhimg ngudi linh tré, sin sang chét cho
qué huong. Ciing ¢ noi dy t6i dd vinh dy chtng kién chong toi
cing nhiéu anh em dong doi dugc ong twdong Ving gin huy
chuong 1én nguc 4o khi ban quin nhac trdi khuc quan hanh.
Tt ca bay gio da tro thanh huyeén thoai.

Sau khi thué phong tro, tim rira va com nudc xong, chiing toi
hoi dudng dén thap Yang Mun va thap Drang Lai. Vi nghe dan
& day bao cac vi than Cham trong hai ngoi thap nay linh thiéng
ghé 1am. T6i khan vai va xin xam. T6i ngac nhién vo cing khi
14 xdm t6i bdc trang lai 1a bdn cau Kiéu ciia 6ng Nguyén Du:

Tir phen chiéc la lia rirng

Tham tim luéng nhitng liéu chieng niwdc may
RO rang hoa rung huwong bay

Kiép sau hoa thdy kiép nay han théi

To6i ban tin ban nghi, vi nghe nhiéu ngudi néi ¢ Viét Nam,
chuyén cung bai, mé tin di doan, bdy gid 1a mdt business.
Chiang 1& 6ng thin Cham nay lai thudc ca truyén Kiéu. Nghi
nhu vay, nhung thay bén cau tho lai ding vao truong hop cua
minh, t0i cling thdy long budn vo han. Trd vé phong tro, ba chii
nha cho biét ngay mai c6 cho phién cua nguoi dan toc, vua
dong vui vira ¢ the mua nhleu thir tho san, gia cam voi gia rat
ré. Toi ciing mubén mua miy con ga, dé cliing chong toi. Khi
con sdng anh thich an ga lugc. Ba con cho biét thém dan ching
& ving nay da sé 1a ngudi Thuong thude cac sdc toc Djarai,
Bahnar, Hroi va M’dhur. C6 mdt so song trong cac ban rat xa,
cach thi xa nay tur 10 té1 hon 20 cay so.

Sau mot dém tran troc v6i nhitng con ac mong, vira madi chop

mat toi da nghe tleng nguoi réo goi nhau. Ngon ngilr cua cac
sic toc, toi khong hiéu ho néi gi. Chg phién nhom rat som.
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Chung t6i voi vang an sang roi kéo nhau ra khu cho, nim
khong xa trude nha tro. Toi ¢6 cam giac la 13m vi ddy 1a lan
dau tién t6i dén mot budi chg phién ciia ngudi sic toc. DA vay
vo chong chau Thuy Duong cir theo hoi t61 diéu nay diéu no.
Khi dang c¢b giai thich vé& ngudn gbe ciia ngudi Thuong, chiung
t01 dén mot quay ga. Nhiing con ga tre nho xiu duoc nhét trong
may cai 1ong dan bang tre. T6i ngdi xudng lya hai con ga béo
nhat, bao nguoi chu bat ho hai con ga nay ra khoi long Nguoi
chu 13 mot anh dan 6ng Thuong vira den vira dm, néi tiéng Viét
chua soi.. Khi anh xén tay ao 1én va tho tay vao 16ng ga, tol
bdng giat minh khi phat hién vét seo trén canh tay trai. Vét seo
c¢6 hinh ddng ddu mot con cop. Toi nhd téi Cao Nguyén, dia
con trai ba tudi , bi thuong trong trdn phéo kich caa VC vao
trai gia binh ¢ Bién HO. Vét thuong trén canh tay chéu sau khi
chita lanh ciing dé lai mot vét seo ¢ hinh anh dau mot con cop.
Biéu tuong binh chung BPQ ma chong t6i luén mang trén vai
40.T6i bién sic, nim chit canh tay anh nguoi Thuong va nhin
vao mit anh ta. Ciing hai con mit kha to, ciing cai séng miii
cao, nhung khudén mit chay ning, mai tbc mau niu sdm nhu
mau dat do Pleiku. Khong co nét dep cua Cao Nguyén ngay
truc. Anh nguoi Thuong nguong nging, cii midt xudng,
khung lai. Nhung t61 kip nhé ra trén vanh tai cua Cao Nguyén
c6 mot 13 tai nho, gidng nhu ba no, tdi cui xuéng dé nhin ki
vao tai anh nguoi Thuong. Toi bang hoang khi nhén ra hai céi
16 tai nho trén hai vanh tai. Bat giac, t6i 6m cham ldy anh va
nuéc mat trao ra. Nhung anh ban ga day manh t6i ra rdi néi
mot trang tiéng Thuong. Vo chong chau Thuy Duong ngo ngac
nhin t6i, khong biét xay ra diéu gi. Nghi téi chi gitp viéc ngay
trude co thé xac nhan cung t6i doi didu ky la, t6i bao chau
Thuy Duong di goi chi tir gian hang hoa lan phia trugc. To6i
kéo chi ra xa, ndi vao tai chi:

- Chi nhin k¥ anh nguoi Thugng nay xem c6 gidng ai khong ?
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Sau mot Iuc nhin khong chop mét, mat chi bién sic, roi khong
tra 101 t61 ma thi tham mot minh :

- Thing Nguyén ? Chang I& 1a thang cu Nguyén ?

R6i chi nhin théng vao mat anh ta hoi :

- May c6 phai la thang Nguyén, Lé Cao Nguyén khong?
Anh ngudi Thuong lac dau :

- Tao 1a thang Ksor Tlang,

T61 mua hét nhitng 16ng ga hom ay va dua cho anh mgt nam
tién. Sau khi dém xong anh tra lai cho t6i hon mét nira, roi budt
miéng :

- May bat cai con ga nhi€u tién qua !

T6i mat het binh tinh, bao vo chong chi gitp viéc dung gitr
anh ta, rdi chay vao phong tro tim ba cha nha. Toi ke rat van
tit nhitng gi da xay ra. Co6 1€ ba ta la nguoi tai mat ¢ day,
nhung 1a mot ngudi tét bung, nhac dién thoai goi cong an.
Chua day ba phut, hai ga cong an chay toi bang xe gin may,
mot Kinh mot Thuong, ctii ddu chao ba chii. Chura kip néi gi,
ba chu kéo tay hai ga cong an ra chg. Vira di ba vura giai thich.
Dén noi, gd cong an néi mot trang tleng Thuong. T6i khong
hiéu gi nhung thay anh ban ga gan co cai lai. Cudi cung hai
nguoi cong an kéo anh di, mac du anh ¢ tinh chong lai.
Chung t6i di theo phia sau trd vé phong tro.

Qua trung gian cua ba chu nha tro, téi nho' ga cong an giup toi,
dich lai cac diéu trao doi giita toi v6i anh ban ga, va cd ging
bang moi cach tim ra tong tich ctia anh ta. T6i nhét vao tay ba
chi nha tro hai to gidy bac 100 db la.
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- Em c6 cha me khong ? Tén 6ng ba 1a gi ?

- T61 ¢6 cha me. Cha td1 tén Ksor H’lum, me t61 tén H Nu.

- C6 anh em khong ?

- Khong.

- Anh c6 nhé ngay sinh khong ?

- Khong

( G2 cong an nhin sang toi, bao 1a s€ tim khai sinh sau)

- Anh ¢6 nhé lac con nho, khi ba, bdn tudi anh ¢ dau khong ?
- Khong! Thi chic t6i & voi cha me t6i ma.

- Céi seo trén canh tay trai , anh biét vi sao ma c6 céi seo nay
khong?

(Ga cong an bao anh xan tay 4o 1én va chi vao vét seo)
- Khong ! Chic 12 bi canh cdy dam tring.

T6i tho ra that vong. Nhung vira chot nghi ra diéu gi, toi lai
hoi :

- Cha m¢ anh dang ¢ dau ?
- Buén Ban Ma Dek .

(Gé cong an nhin i, bao Ban Ma Dek cach day hon 10 cay
s0)
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- Anh ¢ chung v6i cha me anh ?
- Khong, ¢ bén canh, véi vo va hai dira con.
-Pa c6 vo con roi a ! Toi budt mi€ng.

T6i dé nghi hai gi cong an cing di voi chiing t6i va anh ban ga
vé budn Ban Ma Dek. Sau khi hoi nhé ba cha nha tro, hai ga
cong an gat dau. Nhung bao 1a chung t6i phai thué xe 6m, vi
vé budén Ban Ma Dek chi c6 duong rimg, xe 6 t6 khong chay
duogc. Ba chu nha tro goi hd chung t6i bay cai xe 6m.

Cha me cua anh ban ga da kha gia, trude day chi song 1¢ loi
trong nui nén khong néi dugc tiéng Viét. Chiing toi lai trao doi
qua sy thong dich cua ga cong an nguoi Thugng. Vo va hai
con ctia Ksor Tlang thdy c6 nhiéu nguoi cling chay sang nhin .

Ong ba cir nhat quyét Ksor Tlang 1a con dé ciia ong ba. Nhung
thay t6i khoc 16¢, nan ni va nho g cong an gan hoi, cudi cliing
ong cha mai ké lai su thuc:

- Nam 4y, lau r01 sau may ngay chién tran ac liét, ma vo
chong t01 phai nam sudt sau tang da to trudc nha dé tranh dan.
Bong mot budi chidu cé nguoi linh méc 4o ran ri, bi thuong
ning lam, nhung c6 1éch vao dudi cin nha san cia toi rdi guc
chét, trén lung c6 mang mot dira bé. N6 1a thang Ksor Tlang
bay gio.

- RO1 xé&c nguoi linh ay ¢ dau ? Toi hai.
Ong chi tay ra rimg cay phia trudc:
- T61 da chon 6ng ta dudi goc cay ay, roi rao lai, s¢ thi rung

béi 1én an thit.
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Chung t6i theo hai nguoi cong an diu ong gia di vé phia khu
rung.

T6i khoc ngat khi nhin thdy nAm mo thap 1& t& ndm dudi tang
cdy, duoc rao lai bang nhimg que gd nhoé. Vo chong chau
Thuy Duong ciing quy xudng 6m vai t6i ma khoc. Toi ngude
lén dao dac tim Ksor Tlang, thing Cao Nguyén, dira con trai
duy nhat cta vo chong toi. No6 dang dung bat dong, hai tay
nam chit hai dra con dang tran trudng, den dua. Toi chay lai
6m hai dra nho vao 1ong, nhung ca hai dira tr6 mét nhin t6i
ding dung, xa la.

T6i khoc 16c, nan ni 1dm, 6ng gia méi cing vo chdng va hai
dtra con thang Ksor Tlang vé nha tro véi t6i. Nho ba chu thué
mot cdu hoc tro thong dich. Sudt mot dém, toi, chau Thuy
Duong va vo chong chi va gitp viéc ngdy xua, giai thich, khoc
hét nude mat, xin vo chong Ksor Tlang va hai dtra con theo
chung t6i vé Nha Trang & voi 6ng ba ngoai, ré)i to1 s€ tim cach
dua sang Na Uy. Ca hai 6ng ba gia, néu mubn, ching t61 s&
mua nha ctra ¢ Nha Trang va chu cap tién bac cho 6ng ba séng
gan Ksor Tlang. Nhung ca Ksor Tlang va ong gia mot muc
chdi tlr, bao 1a ho khong thé nao bo ban ma di. Nui rimg mai
mdi 1a nha cta ho. Ho khong thé séng xa rimg ciing nhu loai
c4 khong thé séng ma khong co nudc.

Dy tru Ién day ba ngay. Vay ma chung toi déd ¢ lai day hon hai
tudn roi. Ban dau toi dy dinh xin phép cha me nudi cua Ksor
Tlang cho t6i cai ting phan mo cuia chong toi, mang vé an tang
trong nghia trang gia toc ¢ Nha Trang, nhung roi toi da doi y.
Bé&1 anh phai ndm & day, bén canh dura con trai va hai dira chau
ndi cia anh, mac du bay gio tat ca da tré thanh nguoi Thuong
va chac khong biét gi vé anh. Va c6 1& anh ciing mudn nam lai
vO1 bao nhiéu déng d6i, mot thoi cung anh vao sinh ra tir, ma
linh hon chic dang con phang phit ¢ quanh day.T6i mudn tho
xdy lai ngdi mg. Trén tdm bia khong c6 hinh chan dung cia
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anh, ma c6 tim anh anh chup chung v&i t6i ciing hai chau Cao
Nguyén va Thuy Duong trong ngdy sinh nhét bén tudi cua
Cao Nguyén, chi hon mot thang truée ngay anh mat. TAm anh
nay luc nao t6i cling mang theo.

T6i ciing khong thé bit Cao Nguyén va vo con phai roi khoi
ndi rung, noi da cuu mang n6. Co 1€ céi tén Cao Nguyén ma
ngay xua chong t6i dé nghi dit cho né dd van vao cudc doi cia
n6. Dicu lam t6i dau don hon 14 toi chang lam duoc diéu gi
cho dura con trai rudt thit mau mu cua minh, ngoai viéc nho ba
cht nha tro thué nguoi dung cho vo chdng né va ong ba cha
me nudi mdt ngdi nha san chic chin va rong rai hon, sam cho
vo chong né va hai dira con mot sd quan 40 méi. Nhung phai
nan ni khoc 16¢c mai n6 méi chiu nhén, cung sb tién 200 d6 la.
Bang dtng s tién ma toi da tra cong cho hai gi cong an!

Ngay cudi cting, chung t6i ¢ lai v6i vg chdng Cao Nguyén trén
ngdi nha san méi. Budi chiéu , t6i bao Cao Nguyén va vo con
no, thay quan 40 méi, ciing véi t6i va vo chong Thity Duong
ra thap huong truéc md ba né. N6 quy bén canh t6i, cui dau
noi diéu gi 1am tham trong miéng va khi ngude 1én, d6i mat do
hoe. Sudt dém hom Ay, toi ngdi khoéc mot minh.Toi nghi tinh
mau tir that thiéng liéng, nhung c6 1& dng troi da phat toi. Toi
sinh ra Cao Nguyén, nhung khong bao vé dugc con minh, dé
mét n6 trong nui rimg nay tir ngay chi vira 1én bén tudi.

T6i roi khoi Cheo Reo, chay nguoc vé cau song Ba theoTinh
Lo 7 ngiy xua, mang theo trong 1ong ndi dau dut rudt. Pang
gitta miia xuan nhung ca bau troi nhuém mau am dam. Nhin
nui rimg hai bén dudng, trong ran rua nudc mét, t6i mo hd nhu
cdy la khong con nira, ma tét ca déu mang hinh dang cua
nhimg bd xwong nguoi ndi tiép nhau, trung diép. Tai t6i nghe
tram ngan tiéng khoc quyén vao trong gio. Khong biét d6 1a
tiéng khoc ctia ngudi hay tiéng khoc cua ciy?
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Phap1 Tin An Ninh
(phong theo loi ké cua mot nguoi vo linh BDQ)

Trich tho:
O day dai lim mua Péng

Qué nha khdc khodi trong tim

Hai mwoi nam ngo nhu nghin thu qua
Bao dem vang VO trang ta

Ta ngoi uong chén rieou pha néi sau

Vét thiwong nam cii con dau

Thoi gian - mede chdy qua cau ndo hay
Mong doi tira dam mdy bay

Sung guom bong choc mot ngay thanh khéng
Nura doi song kzep luu vong

Dém thao thirc gidc ngay mong qua ngay
Dau tim dwoc nhitng con say

Ciing khéng voi bt ding cay trong long
O ddy dai lam mua dong

Ta thém mot vac ndng hong qué hwong

(Pau thang 11-2003)

Pém nam nghe em hat
(Cho mot giong hat TBT ngay xua)

Tiéng em hat, dém ngdm ngiii

Long anh bang ca ddt troi hoang vu
Nao nung nhuw giot mua thu

Hon anh lac néo swong mit xa xdam

T iNé'ng em hat, troi bang khudng
Bong dung anh thdy bang hoang nho ai
Ru anh thém giac mong dai
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Tra anh vé voi con say mit mung

Tiéng em hat, lanh huw khong

Pua anh vio cudc phong tran ngay xwa
Mong doi troi giita con mua

Thang tw ngay do nhw viea moi day

Tiéng em hdt, gié ngdt ngdy

C6 con chim nhé lac bdy goi anh

Duw am khuc hat quan hanh

Sao nghe buon qud, ciing danh vy théi

Tiéng em hat, mdy ngirng tréi

Thoi gian dirng lai, ¢6i nguoi huyén mo
Qué hirong xa tham mit mo

Anh, con thuyén nho dat do bién xa.

Ban diang Pong, téi dang Tay
Tang Pham Da Thﬁy’
(tac gia bai tho "Bat Ngo Tuoi Tho")

Ban dang déng, t6i dang tdy

Bai tho ban géi tring vay t6i roi

Toi di bo lai goc troi

Truong xwa ban cii mu khoi dam truong
Co gi nhw soi to vuwong

Vui buén thirong nhé vé thuong trong t6i
Mit mo ky niém ngan khoi

Thirong cho gidc mong mét thoi kiém cung
Nho xwa rieng nui chdp chung

Ban bé mét thud vy vimg con ddu

Ké tir mot cudce bién dau
Ban - toi lac giita coi sau ménh mong
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Bao ndm mwa ndng dang dong

C6 lam ban tiéc dong séng thud nao
Miéng com manh o nat nhau

Téi ddy ciing c¢é néi sau dang tdy
Ban - t6i nhw nhan lac bdy

Nho khung troi cii, nho ngay vui xwa
Nhé ngdy ndng, nhé dém muwa

Ba mwoi nam twong nhw viea dau day

Bién dua téi vé dang tdy
Dang dong con lai ban, thay, nang mua

B6n muoi nim gip lai nhau
Goi Pham Vi Dan
(nguoi ban lang Tam Ich)

Bén mwoi ndam gdp lai nhau

Bao nhiéu mede chdy qua cau tran ai
Trai qua con dc mong dai

Gidt minh tinh gidc ngé ngay xa xua

Ngoi nghe doi ban ning mwa

Bong dung ta thdy buon oi la buon
Bay gio gwom sung da buong

Con gi trong coi vo thuong nita dau

Tim nhau sau cudc bién ddu

Nhitng con chim lac nhé bau troi xwa
Vong tay ém mdy cho vira

Han huyén chuyén cii ma ngo chiém bao

Qua con mo mit binh dao

Pita con dira mdt ba dao tang thirong
Lac loai trén chinh qué hwong

Théi thi gié cuon mudi phwong ciing danh
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Bay gio ban song qudn quanh

Miéng com tam do loi danh chang mang
Di tir cudi ndi gian nan

Dau chdn phiéu bat long mang mang sau

Ban vé gé cira dém sdu

Ta nghe tiéng dé canh thdu ndo né
Vét thirong ngady cii tdi té

Qué hwong con dé néo vé xa xam

Thay xwa ban cii mii tim

Ta thiwong cho ban, con tam virong to
Rén rang long ngé tuéi tho

Cong trwong nhw méi khép ho sau lung

Gdp nhau sau cuéc phé hing

Con chang chut nd'ng ling chitng cudi tdy
Ruwou nong ta uong that say

Pé mirng cho cudc sum vay tri am.

(thdng 12.2005)

Chim quyén in trai nhin 16ng
(G61 nha tho Quan Duong, thay 101 cam on)

Chim quyén an trdi nhan long

Ma sao trong da van con van vicong
Ngay xiea, néi doi, khong thirong
Co sao lai van to vwong vao long ?

Dan nguoi thoi cho cho mong

Ta vé giit k thu hong nguoi trao

Gdp nguoi gitka gidc chiém bao

Lia thia trong chdu xanh xao ndi buon
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Xuea, ngueoi mén ld sdn trieong

Gio, ta dam dudi trong vieon tho ai ?
Song Dinh nao chay lam hai ?

Dé cho con sdo nhé hodi bén dwa

Hom nao, tro lai truong xua

Duong nhu troi dat ciing vira doi tén
Con dwong "quoc 16" chénh vénh

Ta di, di giita bong bénh nhé nhung..

Troi mua Cali
(tdng Phan Bong Thurc)

Cali mua, tam ta mua

Troi buon nhie thué anh vira gdp em
Gia nhu dung co ban dém

Anh ngéi ngam mdi bén thém giot mua
Anh ngéi nhé chuyén ngay xwa

Nhé roi xa x6t nhitng miia mia qua
Con gi trong cudc tinh ta

Giot mua roi xuong cé la hiwe khéng ?
Nhitng con miwra cudi mia dong
Thirong lam cho soi to hong tréi di

May tuan em den Cali
Troi muwa tam ta tai vi co em.

Néu nhu di hét bién

Mai nay néu 16 di hét bién

Biét t6i con c6 ché dé quay vé

Nhw moi nguoi toi ciing co mot troi qué
Sao téi phai di hoai cho hét bién ?

O noi dé, tir khi con qu6’c bién
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"Chivm khé qué hwong” t6i chwa hdi trdi ngot bao gic

Dau x6t xa tir thuc cach doi bo

Téi van thiét tha mong timg ngay tré lai

T6i nhé ldm dong séng thoi tho dai

Cdnh diéu bay, lop hoc dudi hién dinh

B cho t6i biét mdy nhitng dn tinh

Tw ong cha, ba con, anh em, thay ban

T6i 16n Ién sudt mot thoi hira dan

Biét khéc biét cwoi theo ménh s6 ciia qué hiong
Van ménh qué toi - tung trang sw dau thuong
Puoc viét béi chinh nhitng nguwoi anh em ciing chung mot
me

Hét chién tranh t6i danh givi than noi xit la
Boi qué nha khong con ché dung thin

Nao ¢é ai muon kiép song lueu vong

Pé di mai di hodi ma van chia hét bién
Xin hdy noi dum t6i - mot loi lwong thién
Dau c6 chét & dau hon t6i ciing quay vé
Boi nhw moi nguoi toi ciing co mot troi qué
Sao t6i phai di hoai cho hét bién ?

Ta vé chi gip lai minh ta

T6i vé d‘u"ng truoc ngoi trwong cu
Nhin xuéng lang xwa chanh noi niém
Nhdp nhé nhitng mdi nha réu phii
Thirong hdi tang dién mdy bién thién

Toi vé xuoi mot giong song chay
Con nuoc vo tinh lang lé troi

Hiéu nghia cudc doi danh khong thé
Hai lan tam o mot dong thoi
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T6i vé c6 phdi séng vé bién
Sao nghe turng con song ndo né
Nhu theé bay gio la co tich
Toi vé chi gap lai minh toi.

C6 Nguu di viét trén Viét Bdo vé Pham Tin An Ninh nhu sau:

“....Chi mét thoi gian rat ngdn, sau khi nhitng truyén ngdn dau
tién dwoc dang tai trén tuan bdo ching téi, bon chit “Pham Tin
An Ninh” tré thanh dé tai dwoc moi nguwoi, nhdt la giéi van
nghé si 6 hai ngoai nhdc nhé va biét dén.

Tén tuéi cia Pham Tin An Ninh tré thanh mét hién twong moi
la trong vieon hoa van hoc hdi ngogi, ngay nhitng bwée dau
tién cua cdi nghiép van chuwong da dé lai dau an doi véi moi
nguoi.

S6 di Pham Tin An Ninh mau chéng cé ché dirng trong vieon
hoa van hoc hai ngoai do boi van phong rat ddac biét cua tac

2

gid.
Tai liéu tham khao:

- Pham Tin An Ninh Web: daihocsuphamsaigon.org
- Rung khoc giita mua xuan Web: phamtinanninh.com
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7. Chu Tét Tién

Chu Tit Tién (1945-20 )

Chu Tét Tién sinh nam 1945 tai Ha Noi.
Nam 1954, theo gia dinh di cu vao Nam.
Nam 1967, Chu Tat Tién nhip ngii theo hoc khoa 25 ST Quan
Trur Bi Thu Buc va tot nghiép tai dai hoc quan su Fort Benning

(US Army Infantry School) Hoa Ky.

Tir ndm 1968, 6ng 14 nha van, nha bao da cong tac vai thé gidi
chir nghia tai qué nha.

Sau 30-4-1975, ciing nhu céc si quan dong doi, 6ng di tu cai
tao.

Nam 1990, Chu Tat Tién dén Hoa Ky theo dién HO dot dau
tién (HO 1).
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Tai Hoa Ky, Chu TAt Tién cong tac voi nhiéu nhat bdo, tuin
bao, tap chi, dai phat thanh tiéng Viét trong cong dong nguoi
Vigét.

Tac pham:

- Chuyén Tinh La Me (1992)

- Ngay Tén Thé (1998)

- Sau 25 Nam Nhin Lai Viét Nam (2000)

- Swong Nui Pleiku (ban Anh Ngit The Struggle, 2005)
- Bon-Sa Co Gi La Khong Em?( 2008)

- Kim Salem (2009)

Trich van:
Lwong y nhu tir miu
Hoi ky trong trai tap trung CS
(Viét cho Thang Ciia Me)

Ngay trudce, cac cu thudng noi: “Cé gian nan méi biét mat anh
hing.” Trong cudc doi thuong, ai ciing gidng ai, nghia 1a nguoi
nao viéc nay, mdi ngudi déu co nhitng bon phan riéng tai cac vi
tri riéng nén khé phan biét ai thuc sy 1a nguoi tdt, ai khoe
khoang, ai “nd”, ai thich lam 4c, hai ban bé. Nhung dén khi vao
chd hung hiém, gian nguy, thi cac dic tinh ciing nhu thu tinh
déu boc 16 ra rd rét, khong thé dau diém.

Thang 4 Pen xay dén nhu mot gidc mo kinh hoang cho nguoi
mién Nam. Tat ca cac suy tu, viéc lam, doi séng déu bi X40
tron. Riéng voi cac St Quan, Cong Chirc cao cap, thi cude song
bi d4o 16n hoan toan. Tét ca déu bi tap trung vao cac trai tu kho
sai ma nguoi ta, voi chu truong muodn ti€u diét cac tu nhan tu
tir, da dat tén 1a “trai Hoc Tap Cai Tao”. Tai do, cac cap bac
Tuong, Ta cting nhu Bac Si, Ky Su, Gido Su, hay ST Quan cap
Uy déu bi cao bang trong mot mdi truong doéi khd, lao dong
trién mién. Nhiéu nguoi da guc nga vi bénh tat, vi bi xu bén,
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hay ty sat. Nhitng ngudi con lai ¢b géng song s6t dé cho ngay
phuc han. Va ciing tur chdn khé sai day ai ma nhan cach con
nguoi n6i 1én 16 nét. C6 nhitng anh hung, sdng hién ngang,
chét ciing 13m liét, nguoc lai, ciing c6 nhitng nguoi tré thanh
yéu dubi, bién chat thanh nhimg tén “ang ten” hén ha, ban
dung anh em. Trong s6 nhitng nguoi van gitt ban chat tri thac
ctia minh, ¢6 nhiéu vi y si lac nao ciing thuc hién dung 101 thé
Hypocrate khi xwa, dem hét kha ning ctia minh dé ctru dong
d6i, thuc hién dung cau “Luong Y Nhu Tu Mau” trong khi
diéu kién lam luong vy, cé thé noi 1a vo cung han hep hoac
chang c6 chi. Ca nhan ngudi viét bai nay da dugc ctru song vai
1an tir mot s6 ban beé y si tri thie do cho nén mdi 1an di kham
bénh tai xit My day tién nghi nay, dic biét 1a ¢ California véi
rat nhiéu y s Viét Nam, t6i lai nho t&i nhiing théng ngay con ¢
trong tu, va so sanh nhitng nguoi y si ¢ day voi nhing y si
trong tii dé nhén ra nhung vi day luong tdm chirc nghiép dang
quy trong hay chi lam viéc dé tra no hoc hanh va tao cho minh
mot chd dung viing chic trong gidi thugng luu.

Khi con bi tu day lao dong & Trang Lén, toi da chiém nghiém
doi séng ciing nhu nhing hanh vi cua cac tén bo doi, quan gido
Cong san, va 1én viét nhat ky, ghi lai tat ca nhimg dién bién xay
ra hang ngay cing nhu nhiing suy tu cua toi vé ché do. Vi da
ting viét tiéu luan trude 1975 vé ché do va sach luge Cong
San, dau 6c t6i lic nao ciing nhd lai nhitng quyén sach vé Cong
San, ddc biét 1a hai cudn “Bac Si Zivago” va “Mot ngay trong
doi ctia Ivan Denisovich”, cling nhu nhing tai liéu vé trai trimg
giéi Ly B4 So cua Cong San. Tir d6 ma lién tuong dén nhiing
ngudi Viét dang phai ganh chiu nhitng kho dau, tang thuong
khung khiép, roi lai nhé dén gia dinh va hai dira con, mot dua 4
tudi va mot dira méi 3 thang, chic dang bi dudi di kinh té méi,
nén 61 bi cang théng dir doi, mic dau trude khi ngu, t6i van
ludn ngdi Thién gan 1 tiéng dong h6. Mot dém, dang ngu, tu

nhién t6i bat day, ddu nhu muén v& tung ra, timg soi day than
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kinh cing ra toi da, khién t6i mudn gao 1én. Khong biét 1am sao
hon, t61 danh danh thirc Bac SiPoan Lan, nam canh t6i:

-Lan! Lan! Day! Day! Sao t6i cing thang qua?

Lan dang ngu say sau mdt ngay lao dong cuc nhoc, nhung nghe
t61 goi, chang n6i mot 101, lum cum ngdi day, lang ling kéo tay
t6i ra ngoai ctra chd ngu ghep bang toan vo dan dai bac. Téi
béc ctra, Lan chi cho t6i ngdi xudng canh anh va bat dau ké
chuyén linh tinh vé anh, vé nhimng ngay con la sinh vién y khoa
va dén Iac anh lam y si. Rbi anh ké dén nhitng mau chuyén vui
vé “sex” ma anh nghe duoc hodc chung kién giita bac si truc va
y ta. Anh ctr ké, t6i ctr nghe dén gin sang, thi anh hoi toi:

-Tinh chua?

T6i1 gat dau, vui vé. Nhitng cau chuyén cua anh da lam cho t6i
cuoi qua chirng, nén tdm 1y t6i 6n dinh lai rat nhanh.

Sau d6, mot thoi gian, vi van ctr khong nglmg suy nghi, t61 lai
suy nhuoc. Lan ndy tram trong hon. Dot nhién, mot budi sang,
t61 khong ding ddy dugc va nam thing cang, mét moi ra roi,
t6i cam thay suy nhugc dén liét toan than. Ban t61 khong ¢
cach gi ciru cap, ngoai viée bao céo véi trai, roi nhin t6i ma tho
dai. Di nhién, trai khong them tra 101, vi chu truong muén cho
mot sO chét bét. Toi ctr nam nira sdng nira chét ca thang troi,
tuy mat van mo, miéng con théu thao nhung tay chan khong ctr
dong dugc. Bac ST Doan Lan va Bac Si Phuong nam gan toi,
thdy t6i cir nam liét mai nhu thé thi lo ling qu4, va sau nhiéu
bao cdo ma khong danh dong duogc ai, hai anh ban nhau cong
t6i 1én Tram x4 xin thude. Lén dén noi, tén can bo y té Bac Ky
kia cho lu6n mot phuong thude doc ddo, “Thube khic phuc”,
r0i dudi ching t6i vé. Sau lan cdng thtr hai, sitc khoe t6i suy
giam nhanh chong, hét noi ludén. Cac ban t6i budn ba, nghi dén
chuyén chon cat t6i. Bac ST Lan sdt rudt qua, vi luong tim cua
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nguoi y si, khong chap nhan nhin ban bé lim dan rdi ra di, nén
hai anh bao nhau lai cong t6i 1én Tram x4 lan tha ba. Lan nay,
v6i su khan khoan cta Béc si Lan, tén y ta suy nghi mot lac roi
noi:

-Ra hai 1a xoai non, vé nau cho n6 uong, thi khoi thoi.

Tuy khong tin vao phuong thudc nay, nhung chang con cach
nao hon, hai anh suy luan “biét dau, 1a xoai non c6 Vitamin C
nhiéu, co thé gitp dugce chat nao d6”. Va thé 1a anh Phuong bg
mong, trong khi anh Lan vit hai canh tay t6i qua c6 vi toi chang
con chat stre luc ndo ma ém cd anh nita, hai nguoi lé toi dén
ciy xo0ai ¢ bo chi huy Trung Poan, roi bo t6i xudng dat. Sau
khi di dé t6i nam dai dudi dat, anh Lan xan tay 4o dinh leo 1én,
thi vira lac 4y, mot tay y ta tré khoang hon 25, 26 tudi, di xe
dap ngang qua. Anh y ta nay thiy bo dang cua ba tén cai tao
duéi gbe xoai thi phong xe dén va quat to:

- Cac anh nay, lam cai chi dzay?

Hai anh Lan va Phugng vd1 bao cao la 1am theo chi thi cua y ta
tram xa. Nguoi y ta kia, mac bo do6 tray di ni 1ong mdi tinh,
chic tich thu ¢ trong kho cua quan doi Cong Hoa, ngdi xubng,

banh mat toi ra va chiri tén y ta tram x4 kia bang giong Nam ky
chéc nich:

-B.M. no, n6 biéu cho udng 14 xoai non cho di ia hét thi chét
ludn, khoi lam phién!

RO6i quay lai hoi hai anh 1a ¢ trai nao, khu may, xong r6i bao
hai anh khiéng t61 vé, chut nira s€ quay lai, cho thudc.

Pung nhu 16i n6i, khoang nira tiéng sau, anh y ta kia tro lai voi
may hii thudée bé gom Vitamin B12 chich, va may ong thudc
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vién. Anh Lan v0i chay lai bén t6i va bao cdo bénh trang ctuia
t61 mot lan nira.

Nghe xong, khong noi khong rang, tay y ta banh 4o toi ra, va
phong thing vao nguc tréi ciia téi mot miii B12. Thiy vy, anh
Lan s¢ qua, voi gio tay can:

- B4o cdo can bo! Can bo chich thing vao tim nhu thé, thi bénh
nhan chét lién!

Anh y t4 kia ddm dang tra 10i:

- Pang nao né cling sap chét roi, chich vao day, mdt 1a song,
hai la chét luon!

N6i xong, han lam lién. Bac Si Lan nin thd ding nhin, cho toi
thd hat ra... Nhung nhu mdt phép la, t61 van thd binh thuong.
Nhin t61 mdt luc l1au, anh y ta ding day, goi 16n:

- Anh Quan heo dau?

Anh Quan heo, nguodi coi con heo doc nhat cua trai, voi chay
dén. Anh y ta ra I¢nh:

- Moi ngay anh cho anh nay mot lon cam heo, dé niau nudc
uong nghe.

Thé 1a tir d6, mdi ngay t6i duoc mot lon cam heo, anh em dun
trong mot ci thung dan rdi d6 cho t6i udng, con tay y ta tap két
kia déu dan dén chich cho t6i Vitamin, nhung lan sau thi chich
vao vai. Vi thé, chi trong mot tuan 1&, toi tinh day va di lam
nhu thuong, cling nhd mot Bac S Cong Hoa va mot Y Ta mién
Nam tré tuy 1a bo doi, nhung chic méi tham gia vao quan giai
phong, nén luong tAm chua bi tiéu diét, néu khong thi hém nay
khong co bai viét nay.
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S6 ménh t6i chua tha cho khoi bénh ning trong ti. Lan nay
kinh khing khong kém. Hom do6, toi di lam rung, bi vudng
phai mot cai gai nhon cia cdy mdy, triy da bap dui mot khoang
chung 1 cm. Pa quen v61 moi tai nan lao dong, st sat than thé
hoai, nén t6i ching thém dé y. Vét tray tir tr dong vay. Vai
ngay sau, khi chat cay lam duong, dang khée manh nhu voi, tu
dung t6i 1én con sot kich liét. Chi kip noi mdy chit, “E, cac bd
oi! Sao t6i thiy nguoi tu dung nong qua”, la t61 mudn ngi ra
sau. Cac ban vdi diu toi vé lang. Vé dén noi, thi mot anh ban,
Pai Uy Quéan Y Truong Dang Hiéu, chay dén. Anh lat dng
quan toi 1én va phan mot cau xanh ron:

- Chét r6i! May bi hoai huyét rdi! Phai cua chan gap, kéo chét!
To1 ¢ guong ngdi 1€n nhin vao cai chan phai cua minh. Budi
sang chan t6i con trang binh thuong vady ma chi trong ba tiéng
dong ho, da den thui nhu cdy cui, voi nhitng lan xanh tham, tim
ngat chay dai tir ngén chan dén dau goi!

Ching biét noi sao, toi gwong cudi nhin Hiéu:

- May néi sao? Tao phai cua ngay hay sao?

Hiéu tra 1oi dong dac:

- Nhit dinh 16i, vi & ddy khong ¢ tru sinh. Néu c¢6 Penicilline
cuc manh thi may ra. Con khong thi phai cua trudce khi n6 chay
1én hang. Té1 do thi troi ciru!

Suy nghi trong gidy lat, anh voi va:

- B¢ tao chay lén tram x4, c6 nan ni xem sao.

Mot luc sau, anh chay v€, nhan nho:
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-Tao lay n6 mai, n6 chi bao v¢ chuan bi cua song, nghia la
khong co thuoc té, thuéc mé gi hét. Mot tay chuyén cua xé
dang di kiém cai cua nho hon dé xuong cua chan may!

T61 nhun vai:

- Thi danh chju vay thoi, biét 1am sao?

Hiéu lai suy nghi, ri vira noi vira chay:

- Tao di khép trai xin anh em, may ra c6 tén ndo c6 thude.

Noi xong, Hiéu chay di ting lang, ké 1¢ va xin x6. Chung ntra
tiéng sau, Hi€u chay vé, hon hén:

- Tao xin dugc mot miii Penicilline va mdt mé try sinh day,
moi nguoi cho 1,2 vién, chang can biét 1a thudc gi, may c
nuot hét, it nhat 1a 20 vién mot luot cho tao.

Roi vi luong y nay dé toi ra chich lién, sau do lay ly nuéc, do
vao tay toi mot nam thudc du loai. Toi nudt yc hét ca nim
thudc a ay, roi ndm xuong cho doi. Hiéu di ra di vao, cr mot 1at
lai 14t quan toi 1én coi. Con toi, vira mét vira bi phan tmg thudc
du loai, nén thiép di. Pang mo mang, toi bdng giat minh vi bi
Hiéu lay day:

- Day! Day! May khoi rdi!

Hiéu chi cho t6i coi cai cang chan cua toi di bst thAm mau,
thay vi den tim, bdy gio d chi con hong hong! Ta on Troi va
cam on anh em, cam on Bac Si Hiéu, nho mot 16 thude linh
tinh d6 ma chén 61 da thoat nan bi cua song! Tudng tuong dén
canh bi nhet gié vao mom, tay chan bi troi vao giuong, dé nghe
tiéng cua khot khet trén dau gdi té budt ciia minh, toi ron
xuong song!
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Tai nan chua nging dén voi toi, va mot 1an nita, lai nho dén
cac luong y - tir mau khac ctru mang. Khi con & K30, Sudi
Mau, goi 1a tram x4, t6i ngu chung phong véi may bac si, gdm
Bac Si Luong Tan Loc, Nguyén Trong Duc, Truong DPoéng,
Pham Thanh Nhan, Lé Héng Khanh, Than Trong Pam, va Nha
Si Bui Duy Pao. Hoi d6, t6i phai ndm than bun dé niu bép.
Hing ngay, toi van dung chan tran trén bun den va xui xéo, bi
chu vi khuan nao d6 trong bun chui vao k& ngén chan t61, lam
mot cai mach luon sau hodm tir khe ngén chan vao t6i gan gitta
ban chan. Nhung cha vi khuan ac doc nay lai khong hoanh
hanh ngay ma “khép cwra” lai nén t6i khong thdy cam giac chi
ca, cho dén khi ty nhién thay budt g1u’a hai khe ngén chan, t61
1at chan 1én xem thi chi thay mot cai vay nhé xiu mau vang.
Sau d6, thi dot nhién 1én con sdt nang! T61 u ¢ hoi mdt vi Bac
Si, Nghi Si thoi cy Diém, 1a ngudi nam bén canh ti:

- Bac oi! Sao chau noéng qua? Ma chan dau bubt téi 6c?

Ong Béc ST gia, van 1a nguoi y si kham bénh chinh cho cac tu
nhan, ting tung tra 1oi:

- Bay gio 1a qua 5 gio ro1, hét gio toi lam viéc! Cho ngay mai,
té1 g1o lam viée, toi coi cho!

No6i xong, ong bo di ra ngoai san! Troi1 dat! Luong Y nhu Tu
mau thé nay u? Toi danh 0 &, ngoac bac si Loc:

- Loc oi! T6i nong qua, chan toi budt...
Loc budc nhanh lai, so dau t6i va la 1én:

- E, ¢6 ai 6 c6 Aspirin khong, Tién néng qua troi! 40 do chir
khong it!

R61 anh hot hoang goi am 1:
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- Ai léy chau nudc lanh day! Mang theo cai khan, lai dip dau
cho Tién, mau lén! Nhan, cau con Aspirin khong? Pua td hai
vién gap!

Bac Si Nhén chay lai voi ly nuéc, r0i bop miéng t6i cho troi
hai vién thudc xudng, xong rdi vach chén toi ra xem that k¥ roi
kéu 1én:

- Tién bi mach luon ro1!

(Béac si Nhan 1a nguoi da diéu tri cho anh V& van Vin, ngudi bi
cai nguc ban xuyén qua dau gbi. Hom d6, Nhan di dung mot
cai ging tay ny 1ong thoc vao 16 thung ¢ dau gdi ctua anh Vin
va co cua kéo qua kéo lai tir bén ndy qua bén kia dé 16i nhimng
chd thit bi dan ban nat ra ngoai trong khi toi dimg canh ding
quat, quat It rudi ¢t bu lai chd mau.)

Bac si Khanh, chuyén vién giai phau, nghe la, chay lai, lat chan
to1 1én ngam nghia. Khanh di timg md song, ldy ra mot cuc
budu bang qua chanh ¢ lung mdt ngudi ban, khong co thude té,
chi c6 mét thay cham ciru, ngdi day day cac dau kim. Khanh
nhin chan t6i roi n6i ngay:

- Céc cau dua t& bong bing va mot cai kéo gip! Mot chai con
90, mot kim chich nira!

Sau khi d6 nghé day du, Bac si Khanh ra lénh:

- Pé Tién Ién givong mo! Lay gidy cot tay chan xubng giudng!
Nhan! D¢ hai chan! Loc! D¢ hai tay va dau!

Hai vi luong y kia tam tap lam theo. Toi vira bi troi, vira bi de
xuong nhu con heo. Khanh dung kéo choc ngay vao chd vay,
r0i giat ra, xong roi clr dung mii kéo, cit cit got got nhing
miéng thit chung quanh chd thdi. Téi dau thau troi xanh, ctr
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gong ngudi 1én, khién hai lvong y kia phai hé nhau dung hét
st dé toi xubng! Noi dau khung khiép ting 1én cao nhat khi
Khanh rat an-con vao kim chich va bom that manh vao trong
cai mach luon, chui tudt vao gan ban chan toi. Dong an-con cir
thé cim phap vao moi té bao trong long ban chan cta toi manh
hon stng ban! T6i mudn hét 1én nhung Loc nam dé 1én toi va
bit c& mdm tdi, khong cho t6i la, hai tay Loc bam chat vao hai
thanh givong sit chuyén dung dé mo, khién t6i gan nhu ngat
thd. Sau khi bom con vao dé diét trung, Khanh lai bom thudc
d6 vao dé bao vé chd mo, rdi ldy bong gon tdim thubc md
khang sinh, vira xody vira nhét bong vao cai 16 sau hoam do.
Cudc giai phau séng, khong thudc té nay duoc thuc hién bdi ba
vi luong y chuyén nghiép, nén hoan tat tét dep. Chi mot ngay
sau, toi da di lai duoc, du con ca nhic vi dau. ..

Nhimng con dau d6 di dé lai dau 4n trong long t6i khong 520
quén dugc, nhat 1a vi luong tdm cua nhiing luong y, du bi mat
chirc mat quyen van khong quén 101 thé ciru ngudi. Di nhién,
cling khong thé quén, c6 mot sd ngudi mang danh Bac si Y
khoa ma lanh lung nhu khéi thép, hoac c6 cd mot vi tinh
nguyén 1am ang tén cho dich. Mot anh y si 1am nha trudng, bat
anh em lam chét bé dé duogc can bd khen...Nhung thoi! Doi
ma! C6 sang thi phai c6 t6i! Co ban ngay thi phai c6 ban dém.
Vay chi c6 mot diéu can nhd 1a 1a tinh nguoi, tinh chién hitu
Cong Hoa ludn téa sing mai mai, du trong duong ham t6i den
khong tuong lai...

(Thang Nam 2012)
Trich tho:

Xin dirng yéu toi
Nhue tiéng goi ciia ld cdy budi toi
Nhuw loi ru cua gio luc hoang hon

Nhu bai ca chim hét mot chiéu buon
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T6i muén noi:
Xin dung yéu toi nita
Nhitng 16p song mdt ho dang ling 1é
Xin dirng ddng lam thdc chay tran bo
Nhitng trua he dang binh lang, don so
Xin ding vang tiéng on do dat I
Tiéng trdi tim ddp nhanh hon nhip tho
Bd phdp phong nhir muén vé khong trung
Xin dirng cho ti giong néi am vé cing
Thoi, em! Thoi!
Toi va em,
Xa x6i lam, khong bao gio gdp g&
Hay dé yén, minh tuy ciing tho
Nhung, bao nhiéu ngan cdch trung trung
Va, xin dung quén, tuy Chua bao dung
Nhung 61 161, khé dwoe Nguwoi tha thir
Vay, thoi, dung yéu toi,
Dirng yéu toi, em nhée..

Tho khong dé

Dan ong rira chén, quét nha
Vo goi thi "da", bam ba , con day...

T6i nho ngay xwa nang rat nai

Nhin t6i dam dam, mat u hodi

Doi moi chum chim loi an ai

Nhin nang, t6i tuéng dén Thién Thai

Nang givi cho téi mét tam hinh

Bdo rang: ddy nhé, ting riéng "minh"
Minh vé em sao cho khéo nhé

Dé mai, nhé mai chuyén chiing minh

Twr do, toi say nhin hinh nang
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Troi oi! Nhan dang thdt cao sang
Nguee hoa, vai hac, tay quy phai
Chi muon om nang, toi dig dang

Roi...

Cha nay, sao né quda!
Nguoi gi ma ngu qua!
Lam an nhw khi gia!
Sao ma chdm thé ha!

Ong muon téi duc khéng?
Giad réi, cir long ngong
Chang ra giong gi hét

Di rira bat di, ong!

Troi héi! thé la toi mdt nang
Nguoi xua xinh dep dang cao sang
Gio ddy, sao giong néc né quda!
Mo miéng, la la ram xom lang!

Moi xwa nhu ngoc, gio kho wa!
Nguee xwa, hoa no, gio dung dua
Toong teng nhu trdi dua qua chin
Di choi, cir phai don lén co!

Thué dy, ndo t6i cé tgi gi
Ma troi lai cur bat toi, di!
Thoi thi da 16 ngu qua xa
Doi het kiép nay, tung bi li...
hu hu hu... Tu Ba Bua.

Doi 1a chiém bao
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Cuéc doi nhuw canh buom
Léng ldy trude mdt ta
Nhung chi trong sat na
Buém bay, tim choi voi
Cudc doi nhu gi6 thoi
Mt lanh cé hon ta
Nhung gio chi cham da
Nao ai om dwoc gio?
Cuoc doi nhw hoa no
Sang dep, 16i rii tan

Dt long buén mang mang
Khong bao gio no lai
Cuoc doi nhw tinh di

V6 vdp, ngat ngdy say
Duoc bao phut, bao gidy
Roi rd roi, trong vang
Mot luc nao thinh lang
Nho lai ky niém xua

Thdy doi la gidc mo

Hinh nhu khong hién thuc
Phai ta la Tiwr Thirc?

Da tung yéu mé say?

Sao con lai doi tay

Nhan nheo va yéu duéi?
Doi chdn gio ciing moi
Qua bao cudc hanh trinh
Trudc mat la lang thinh
Sau lung la bio thoi
Muén khéc ciing khéng néi
Mat khé, 1¢ da voi

Ta bdy gio xuéng doi
Bang trdi tim bang gid
Ban bé, réi xa la

Mgi nguwoi di moi phirong
Am cing hay phong suwong?
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Khong ai, khong ai ca!
Doi khi, ta roi ra

Nho lai thuo hoc tro

Chi toan mong voi hoa
Gio ciing chi la mong
Vay, sao doi bién dong?
Gian dir voi hon ghen?
Gianh dat voi bon chen?
Mot thodng réi ciing can..
Sao khong goi nhau: Ban!
Duoc chut nao ciing vui
Roi mai kia bii ngii

Tién nhau vé dat Me..

Chia cho nhau giot l¢

Am miéng dat bén dwong
Nam ngira mdt nhin swong
Gio, mua.. va quanh qué...

Poc tho Chiic Anh

Tho em mém lug Ha Péng

Nika thin ngao ngot, ha hong Liéu trai
Nita mai, anh twa non Doai

Hon em mot nu, nho hoai tram nam
Tho em ém chiéc vong nam

Om than tinh tw, dang tam quanh co
Can chi nam doi, thang cho?

Cir yéu nhw nu ong vo bay qua

Nhi ai khép mo canh hoa

Ban tay lam rdam, trang ta ciing quén
Tho em cham chdm chén sén

Méi ai bam huit cho bén tinh si

Quan quanh doi ay VO tri

Réi ra sdu ndng, dé gi quén nhau?
Tho em nghiéng dé do nhau
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Sao ai vung dai mdt mau trinh nguyén?
Nh¢ ra thi da ngay dién

Théi thi xuéng téc, vé mién tinh yéu

Pé con chim sé chiéu chiéu

Goi em chiém chiép, diém kiéu nao hay?
Tho em? Oi, tho! Ruou say!

Chura néng ma da thdy day long anh
Phai chi con mdi toc xanh

Lura em, hon dai, cho danh phong suong
Madc tim ngung nhip vo thuong

Du cho mot thoang, ciing duong thién thu...

Nha van, nha bao

Cdch ddy nhiéu thdp nién,

Ong ho Nguyén da phdi kéu lén:

"Nha van An Nam khé nhie ché!”

Vi éng thdy cdc nha van bi xép x6

Béi cdc nha Bdo ddy quyén ning

La nhitng nguoi lam "Cha" cua cac nha van

Néu ho khong muoén cho nha van hién dién

Thi ho chi viéc tir khudc, khong can phan bién
"Dep cdai bai no di! Cho vao thung rac!"

Thé la toi doi nha van, nguoi dén tir thé gidi khdc
Thé gi6i cud nhitng cdi dau, ma khéng c6 cdi "Toa"
Bdo la thé gi6i cud nhitng éng Toa

Phan tich, mé xé, xam xoi tirng bai viét

Loi cud nhitng éng Toa "Bdo" la 10i tién quyét

Va ciing la 1oi sau cing, khong thé kién thua

Ong Toa bdo: "Cha nay khé wa!" thi la "khé wa!”
"Nho nay doc duoc”, thi la duoc doc

Néu éng Toa bao: "khéng c6 gid tri van hoc!”
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Lap tuc vat di, dii bao nam viét lach dén dau
Nhitng nha van, chi co moi mot cdi dau
Khéng phuong tién, nén danh thua sé phdn
Co nhitng nha van, ca doi lan dan
Mang dwd con minh di rao ban mai cha ai mua
Vi nhitng ong Tod, quyén hon cd vua
Quyét dinh tat, di déi khi, Toa thiéu .. chit!
C6 nhitng 6ng Toa, suot doi nan chir
Vuot mdi khong ra mot bai doc ra hon
Déc hét sirc minh, gdi méi, chén chon
Leo lén noc Van Hoc, tut lén tut xuéng
C6 éng Toa, bdc ghé Ién cao, tré kinh, nhin xuong
Bon nha van cdc ké, ky nhong
Cit sudt ngdy vdc truyén, chay rong
Kiém ché giti, todt hét mé héi néch
Miéng cau tai, cuoi mai muon rach
Cha ai thém cuoi lai, chi vay tay: "ra dil"
Ong Nha Bdo, nhitng éng Toa quyén uy
Déi khi khéng thém liéc nha van mét tich tic
Thdy nha van dén, éng véi nhin di noi khdc
Hodc dam chiéu, nhin man anh, bam moi
Khién 6ng nha van thé dai, "théi, roil"
Ong Toa bédn, minh danh vé viy!
Nha van kia khéng biét rang, truyén dy
C6 thé dang, néu biét cach chay vong
Nghia la biét diéu, phdi cé tay trong
Ca phé, thuéc ld, phdi linh tinh an nhdu
Phdi la ca, phdi quen véi cac "dau ndu"
Van chuong ciing ¢6 nhitng "thi tuc dau tién"
Néu cir tan tan, tuong minh o coi tién
Thi sé ngoéo, sé tan luon, xé}) xo!
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Lai ¢6 nhitng nha van, chdp nhdn khé hon ché
Muén van minh dugc xem, dieng hoi: "nhuan but dau?"
Cir viét di, suy nght, vo but dau
Réi nép ban, "cdi nay... Chua, anh a!"
Thi cdc bdo dang lién, bdo quen, bdo la
Bdo ndo ciing moi vé "Ban bién tip" lién!
DPéc gia khong biét rang, ding chdng cé tién!
Muc dich chi lam giau cho 6ng nha béo!
Bdo muon tén 6ng, cau doc gia, r6i bdn bdo
Nhung khong thich chia "xu" cho ong nha van
Co nhitng bao chi tra luong mot, hai nha van
Con bao nhiéu nguoi khdc, thi "pa-got-da" hét!
C6 bdo quen mot nguoi, nén dang hodi khong hét
Con bao nhiéu nguoi khdc, di ché khdc choi!
C6 bdo chi kiém mdt nguoi viét rat dai hoi
Nhung viét bdy, tao xi-cang-dan, cdu khdch
Cé 1o bdo, tuan nao cing bai dai nhach
Cud mét nguoi mang tiéu sir den thui
Van chuong chi co "em co thuong tui..?"
Vdy ma dang hoai, bao nam chwa chan
Vi co nhitng ong Toa, trinh do sang lang
Biét lam tién, nhung khéng biét viét van..
Nhueng thoi, noi lam chi, chuyén .. cung Trang!
Trdi dat nay, con nguoi van thé!
Tién bac dau tién, con vin chuong... 6i! thdy ké!
Lii nha van chung bay, ai bao thich suy tu!
Lai khong biét rdng, chi mét s6 nha van ruc r&
Con lai da phan, song léo déo, quan quanh
Cho dén hét doi, van la kiép .. Troi hanh!
Théi, chuyén ché, chuyén ngudi.. da cé sé!
Chiéc gidy x6 chan ciing ¢6 s6
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Con nguoi, thdt ra, chi la
Chiéc 1d tréi séng..

Thang Tw roi qué hwong oi

Mot sang , ta héi néng:
Sao em khong tron giot
Ma nhu hat lé vang?
Ning roi, nghe thanh thot:
-30 thang 4!

Mot trua, ta hoi hoa:
Hong oi, sao khéng né,
Dang em, sao la xa?
Hong ciii dau, roi nu:
-30 thang 4!

Mot chiéu, ta héi chim:
Son ca, sao khong hat,
Lam budi chiéu dimg im?
Long chim nhuw tan nat:
-30 thang 4!

MGt t6i, ta héi trang:
Sao giita hé, bong lanh,
Sao u t6i cung Hang?
Mat trang nhw lap lanh:
- 30 thang 4!

Mot ngay, ta hoi ta:

Ban 0i, sao mdt do,

Mi ban nhw dang nhoa?
Ta rung minh, ngung tho:
-Théng T roi, qué oi !
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Tho em nhwr giot ning trira

Loi tho nhi giot ndng trira

Long lanh bén ddu, vong dua tria he
Y tho nhu tiéng vo ve.

Me dua con tré lac vé chiém bao
Dong tho nhu dot song trao

bém nao trén bzen Vo vao tim anh
Bude chdan anh van dc hanh

Piia choi cat bién, xdy thanh hu khong
L& réi mot nu hén néng

Thi xin tinh tw phiéu bong quén mau...

+ =
+*

Chu Tat Tién viét nhiéu, cho nén cé nhirng bai phong but da
gay nhiéu tranh cdi, d6 ciing la nhitng tai nan nghe nghiép. Dé
hiéu dung mot nha van, cau “van tic nguoi”, van luon co gid
tri @é danh gic nha vin qua s nghiép van chieong ciia ho.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Chu Tat Tién Web: cattien.us
- Luwong y nhu tr mau Web: svqy.org
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8. Khé Iém

Khé Iém - Lé Vin Dirc (1946-20 )

Nha tho Khé 1ém tén that 1a Lé Van DPuc sinh tai Lé Xa, Vu
Ban, tinh Nam DPinh

Nam 1954, di cu vao Nam, hoc Pai hoc Luat khoa Saigon.
Nam 1972, da xuét ban tap kich Hét Huyét

Nam 1978, vuot bién bang thuyén, dén duoc trai ti nan tai Ma
Lai.

Ném 1989, dugc dinh cu tai California, M§, Nam 1992, cho
xuat ban tap tho Thanh Xuan.

Nam 1994, 6ng 1a nguoi sang 1ap va Chu bién tap chi Tho phd
bién chu truong Tho tan hinh thirc, tap chi nay dinh ban tir ndm
2004. Song song vo tap chi 7ho, Khé 1ém con c6 trang Mang
cling dé phd bién nhimg bai tho Tan hinh thic cta nh {ing
nguoi cung chi hudng.
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Tac pham:

- Hjt huyét (kich, Tué Nguyét, 1972)

- Thanh Xudn (Tho, California 1992).

- Ddu Qué (Tho, California 1996)

- Thoi cua Qua khir (truyén, 1996)

- Tdn Hinh Thire, Tk Khiic Va Nhitng Tiéu Ludn Khdc (tiéu
luan, 2003)

Trich van:
Tan hinh thirc hanh trinh va tong két

Tém lwge: Dung k¥ thuat var dong chuyén tit ca nhitng thé tho
¢6 van & cubi dong: 5 chit, 7 chit, 8 chir va luc bat, thanh thé
tho khong van. Sau do, dung k¥ thuat /dp lai, tao nhip di¢u va
hoéi phuc van & bat cir chd nio trong bai tho.

Tir khéa: Téan hinh thircViét, thé tho khong van, nguoi doc binh
thuong.

Trén tap chi Tho s6 2, 1994, ¢6 ding mot trich doan bai tho
“Tir Khiic Duc Mua Xudn Réo Budéc” cua Jean Ristat do DS
Kh. dich. Vi 1a mét bai tho dich da dang tir 6 ndm trudc nén
khong ai con nhé, va trong sudt khoang thoi gian d6 tap chi
Tho ban ron véi nhimng tim kiém va nhfrng sang tac thir nghiém

. Theo nha phé binh Pang Tién, “Tdp tho cia Jean Ristat
dung thé tho thong dung & Phap 1a Alexandrin, 12 chan (dm)
va tleng Phap da am. Tac gia ctr moi ~dong 12 chén thi xu6ng
hang, bat chap ct phap va tir vung. P4 Kh. da dich bai tho dai
nay, cling bang cach xudng dong, dudi dang lyc bat, c6 1€ vi n6
«dan tocy: dén chir thir sau thi Xuong dong tdm chit, ctr nhu thé
& nhu thé sudt non mot ngan cau. Nha tho Nguyén Ding
Thuong, & Luan Bon, hop tac vao ban dich, tam déc va cao
hing 1am mot bai tho dai, 31 khd 5 cau, ciing theo 16i xudng
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dong Tén hinh thirc, nhung chon thé that ngon, 1a bai Nhitng
Ny Hong cua Mau, dugc danh gia 1a tan ky va dac sac. Bai tho
dang trén bdo The Ky 21 s0 27, thang 7 nam 1991, California.”

Khoang cudi nam 1999, t6i lam bai tho “Tan hinh thitc Va Cau
Chuyén Ké”, va dua cho mét ban tho xem, anh néi, “méi va
hay 1am.” Téi ndi: “Vay dé to6i viét mot doan giai thich cach
doc bai tho”. Khong ngo lai viét dugc mot bai tiéu luan “Chu
Giai Tho Tan Hinh Thire”. Tinh ¢, DS Kh. giri t6i bai “Kiéu”
lam theo thé luc bat. Toi bén giri bai tiéu luan, bai “Tan hinh
thirc Va Cau Chuyén Ké”va bai “Kiéu” ctia D6 Kh. cho cac
anh em cung lam cho vui, va dugc 11 nha tho tham gia vdi 19
bai tho Tan hinh thirc. Riéng anh Nguyén Piang Thudng giri téi
bai “Nhiing Ny Hong ctia Mau”.

K~iéu
bPo Kh.

Em ddu biét néi tiéng Anh,

chi bdp bom vai cdu dau hiéu hét.

Thiét ra tui em gap nhau

chi ¢6 hai lan trong qudn bin riéu,

sau d6 cuedi luon. — Anh dy

lam gi? — Thdt nghiép. — Biét vdy sao van
lay? — Em méi hoc hét 16p

5, khong viéc lam, nha ngheo, em dong.
Dao dé, em nghi chi ldy

Tay la c6 thé gip gia dinh, ddu

ngo khé dn dén thé! — Sao

khéng vé My? — Khéng nghé ngong, lam gi
c6 tién dé bao lanh em!

— Hién gio cudc song thé nao? — Thi phdi
song nho! Méi ngay dnh phdt

30 ngan, bao: Phdi xdi hét, khéng

thiva ciing khong dwoc thiéu. Vi

115



HUYNH AI TONG
phdi givip gia dinh, em nhin budi sang;
trua com hop, 16i com bui
via hé. Tan tién lam méi dw dige
it ngan nhung nho nguoi khac
gitt gitim, dé anh ta thdy la bi
phat ngay. — Bang cdch nao? Duong
nhw nho lgi nhitng tran phat don khung
khiép, X. rom rém 1é: — Chang
han nhw cho ngiri mili toa-1ét, cat
khau phan an hang ngay, coi
hét do quan va di vong quanh phong
lu lu san duc 1 toa thién nhién*
cho anh xem.

(trich Thuy Tién, bao Cong An s6 783, ngay 16-10-99) * Dién
T. Nguyén

Diéu ghi nhan 14 trong sudt 10 s6 béao tap chi Tho tir s6 18 dén
s6 27, nhiing bai tho Tan hinh thirc, da s6 déu phong theo bai
tho “Kiéu” cua P Kh. Nhu ghi chti & cudi bai tho, anh da trich
tir mot doan van xudi trong mot bai bao, dém chir xudng dong
theo thé luc bat. Bai tho “Kiéu” 1a cach 1am cta nhimng nha tho
tu do c¢6 khuynh hudng cach tan, dwa vao y tuong. Gidng nhu
ho6i hoa Khdi Niém (Conceptual Art) thap nién 1980, khong can
k¥ ning, chi can c6 y tuong khac la, 1am moi ngudi cha y 1a
duoc. Ban than bai tho thi djc ddo, va chinh tac gia cling tam
dc, nhung véi qua nhiéu bai tho 1am theo cach nhu vay, lai tré
thanh c6 van dé. That ra, khoi dau anh em tham gia, chi nhu
mdt tro vui choi chir khong c6 y gi khac, ma da 1a tro choi thi
phai d& dai méi 16i kéo dyoc nhiéu nguoi. Nhung nhitng ngiroi
chi trich thi khong thdy nhu vay. Két qua 1a da co hang loat
nhimg bai phan bac tho Téan hinh thirc xuit hién, nhim vao
nhitng bai tho dém chir xuéng dong nhu van xudi. Véi mot thé
tho mdi, sy ngd nhén la diéu binh throng. Tho Tan hinh
thacViét, mot thé tho khong van, duoc rat tia tir rat nhiéu
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nguyén tic co ban ciia nhiéu ngudn, nhiéu thé loai tho khac
nhau. Nén khi phan xét, can phan biét giita ndi dung va thé tho,
giita vin xudi, tho vin xudi va tho tu do ddi véi thé tho khong
van cua Tan hinh thic. Tho khong van tiéng Anh, doc nhu vin
xuoi, nhung la mot thé tho véi co ciu tao nhip di¢u iambic, tho
khong van Viét ciing 1a mot thé tho, co6 phuong cach dé tao
nhip diéu riéng, va k¥ thuat lam mat ddu van xudi. Con vin
xubi va tho vin xudi thi khong nam trong thé luat nao va khong
¢6 co ché dé tao nhip diéu. Su nham I4n trén di dua ti nhiing
cai nhin sai 1éch d6i v6i tho Tan hinh thirc Viét. Tinh dén tap
chi Tho cubi cung, s6 27, 2004, da c6 64 tac gia va 350 bai tho.
Cudc doi, nghi cho cung, khong c6 gi hoan toan xdu, ciing
khong co gi hoan toan tét. Chinh s6 lugng dong dao nhimng
nguoi sang tac va phan bac lai la dong co chinh lam moi ngudi
cha y toi tho Tan hinh thirc. Trong khi dé, ¢ gang diéu chinh
lai, nhu mot 101 nhac té nhi, da thiic day toi viét nhimg bai tiéu
luan di sdu vao van dé tho. Chi 3 nam sau, 2003, tap tiéu luan
“Tan Hinh Thirc, Tt Khic va Nhimng Tiéu Luan khac” duogc
nha Vin Méi xuét ban.

Tan hinh thirc va Cau chuyén ké
Khe Iém

Khi téi ngoi uéng ca phé ngodi 1é
duong va ké lai cdu chuyén da dwoc
ké lai, tir nhiéu doi ma doi nao

ciing giong doi nao, ma 161 nao ciing
giong 101 ndo, vé nguoi dan ba va
dan con nheo nhoc (noi géc phé dwoc

goi la ché chét, noi géc phé dwoc
goi la ché séng), ké nhitng dwong ké

bang than den; gay goc, xau xi nhu
cdi bong trong tam hinh ci, nhw di
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nhién hém nay ngay mai ngay mot, nhu
thé thoi thi thé thoi, biéet dau ching

nhung nguwoi dan ba va dan con nheo
nhéc, van ké lai cdu chuyén da dwoc
ké lai, nhu nguoi khac da timg ké

lai, dit chang @é lai gi ngodi cdu

chuyén da ké, béi cau chuyén dang tie
ké lai, va khéng ai, ngay cd nguoi
dan ba va dan con nheo nhoc, buoc
ra ngodi cau chuyén da dwoc ké lai.

Trong bai tho “Tan hinh thirc Va Cau Chuyén Ké&”, nhitng cau
chir “cau chuyén ké”, “ngudi dan ba va dan con nheo nhoc” cir
lap di 1ap lai thanh mot chudi nhac tinh 16i cudn nguoi doc.
Nhimng ¥ tudong “cau chuyén ké lai” va “cau chuyén tu ké lai”
am anh nguoi doc va bat ngudi doc phai doc di doc lai dé tim
xem ciu chuyén d6 1a cdu chuyén gi. Nguoi doc luan quan
trong mé cung, khong thé nao thoat ra, vi bai tho bit lai, khong
cho ¢6 16i ra. Nha tho Gyang Anh Ién dén véi tho Tan hinh
thire, liic anh méi vira 20, cho biét, anh bt dau véi tho Tan
hinh thire vi doc bai tho nay.

Bai “Ké La” cua Nguyén Phan Thinh, nhitng chir 1ap lai “u u
u”, “Ii mu”, van trai khip bai tho nhu “lo mo, “1o mo”, “lo
ngo” ... nhu mdt 161 than van, 1am cho bai tho nghe nhu hat,
dién dat tim trang vira bi thiét vira ling man, khong noi bam
viu, gitta dong song troi va lan mady tréi. Ky thuat vit dong
thay thé van ¢ cudi dong, nhung k¥ thuat 1ap lai nhitng céu chir
lai héi phuc vdn, nhung 13 vdn & bat cir dau trong bai tho. Nhac
tinh hay nhip di€u cua bai tho Tan hinh thirc phong phu, bién

d6i khong ngimg, nhiéu khi hon han nhitng bai tho van diéu.
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Ké la
Nguyén Phan Thinh

anh ngdy tho va anh séng nhw
thang kho dung dwa chan trén cau

guc dau nhin dong song troi va
ngang dau nhin lan may tréi va

nguoi thdy anh lo mo nghe gié
uutrongtaiuuu

trong dau u u u dém ngay
ray rut u u lién mién hoai
anh lu mu ngoi anh lo mo

bay va anh lo ngo khéc tham

trieée moi noi dau thwong tam toi
co cong bi tham biét bao doi

tat ca dién ro tat ca diéu
linh tat ca boc mui anh bay

duwoi nhitng vi sao va anh bay
mot minh nat long khong ai hay

anh ngoi dung dwa chdn khong trén
cau nguwoi hang ngiege xudi tat bt

ngdy ngay la bay ong tho trong
mot to ong nhan tgo cam doi

anh bay theo may troi theo song
troi ra bién troi mot minh va
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anh dau don khong ai chia se
mot tinh yéu cung mot niém tin

anh co don lang im bay qua
noi chet trieu twong va siéu hinh

kho khao hay khat khung mai nhw
tén la mat o chinh qué minh

lam sao anh co thé song dung
dung gitta doi voi nguoi vo nghia

Vo tinh den cdy cting moc nguoc
va sau bo cting hoa than linh

(12/11/04)

Theo nha tho Timothy Steele, tho tuy do dé pha bo thé luat,
phuong tién tao ra nhac tinh va tinh truyén, hai yéu t6 chinh 16i
cubn nguoi doc. Didu dang noi la nhirng yeu t6 truyén ké,
trudc kia 1a cua tho, bay gio da bi tiéu thuyét 1dy mét. Tho
mubn c6 duoc nhimg tac pham mang nguoi doc tro lai, can
phai 13y lai nhig yéu t6 truyén ké. Nhung nguoi doc lai
khong con doc mot tac pham du 1 ¢6 cot truyén bang tho van
nita, va can phai c6 mdt thé luat phu hgp véi tam tu va cach
dién dat cua thoi dai. Thoi hién dai, song song voi nd luc lam
moi cua tho ty do va hoi hoa voi nhirg phong trao tién phong,
truyén cting c6 nhimg phong trao tleu thuyét khong cdt truyén
va tiéu thuyét dong ¥ thirc. Nhitng tiéu thuyét d6 bay gid con
c6 ai doc nira khong, hay chi danh cho nhiing nha nghién ctou
phé binh? Dbi véi tho, bt clr chung ta sang tac dai ngin, c6
truyén hay khong truyén, nhung néu khong hap din ngudi doc,
ngudi doc s& xa tho va tho dan roi vao quén ling. Ching ta
khong con séng & thoi hién dai, bt can nguoi doc, coi tho chi
la tro choi cua tam tri, qua phuong tién tri thirc. Ma tri thuc thi,
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d3 that bai trong viéc nim bét thuc tai. Chung ta dang séng &
thoi dai cia ching ta, lan 1on véi cudc doi binh thirong, co
thuc, noi goc phd, gitra con hém, véi tat ca ndi nhoc nhan cua
mbi kiép ngiroi.

Toi tor gid tap chi Tho, thanh 13p website www.
thotanhinhthuc.org, di sdu vao chuyén tho Tan hinh thirc. Mgt
s6 lugng tac gia tré hon tir trong va ngodai nude lién két véi
phong trao. Nhimg budc chan cham hon, chic hon, va dung
v6i tiéu chuan tho Tan hinh thitc hon. Tho Tan hinh thirc thoi
tap chi Tho, t61 mot luc, da tré thanh nham chan va don di¢u.
Nhimng tac gia tré sau ndy mang dén cho tho Tan hinh thirc
khong nhitng mot sinh khi mé&i, ma con dit nén méng cua loai
tho ndy qua sang tic. Phan tiéu ludn ciing dyoc hoan chinh
thém, véi tap “Vii Diéu Khong Van”.

Tac gia dau tién cho giai doan nay 1a Da Thao.

Nhéat ky ngay mua
Da Thao

Khi mdt troi khudt sau may
va muwa bong dé lénh lang
16i nhé vé nhitng ngay cii
xua lé loi budc trong mua

anh xwa ¢6 lan bdo yéu

thiét tha lang thang trong muwa
cwoi diéu nhin t6i 6m

chiéc dii den to t6 chang

nhitng hat mwa bong bong nho
Xiu nao du wot doi tay

0 mua roi 0 mua roi

trén nhitng con dwong tudi tho
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0 mua o1 6 mua roi

trén 16i vang nguoi lai qua
mura roi trén 10i mon rat
quen budi chiéu sdt se dén

cafeteria trong vang
khéng chiéc di den 16 chang
va nu cwoi anh ving béng.

Nhiing cau chir 13p lai, “mua, xua, 61 mua roi mua roi” lam
cho bai tho c6 mdt nhip di€u ém 4, ggi nhd, mang tinh biéu
cam nén tho cua mot thoi mai 16n, doi nhén tinh che du lang
thang trong mwa. Nhung rdi moi chuyén cing tro thanh ky
niém, mot vét thuong dau du dé thinh thoang héi tudong lai mot
thoi. Con duong tinh da xa dan xa, va mdi tinh mu swong do
cling nhu canh chim bay. Bay gid, van con mua udt vai nhung
ngudi thiéu nit cam thiy 1é loi chiéc bong, 6i nu cudi, ngudi
tinh ... va cau chuyén tinh ling man 4y, nay con déu.

Nha tho Da Thao xuat hién v6i vai hang tiéu sir & dang tho Tan
hinh thirc, roi thoi.

Tiéu Str Phan Dd Thdo
con gai, nira chirng xuan,
o lanh gap dir, thich

mgt dang lam mgt nga,
mgng di cung troi cuoi
ddt — ngoi mét ché bé
chan thich lam nir tu —
cudi tuan long nhong dao
phé, thich luc bat — nghéu
ngao Tan hinh thircghién
ca phé den dé — khé

kha mede suoi moi ngay
thwong tru California
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tinh chuyén Arizona
noi tieng My chém tieng
Viéet va nguoc lai.

Trong bai tho “Tinh xa”, muc do 1ap lai nhiing cau chit it hon,
tao nhip di€u doc déu déu, nhiing chir “anh”, “em”, cao cao”,
29 [13 2" [13

“thap”, “ban cong”, “ngdén nglt khdc mau da”, “cung mau da”
... nhu mot giong ké thi tham, mién man.

Tinh xa
Da Thao

em van qua ddy moi ngay
building cao cao va cii

ban cong thap thap mau nhat
noi anh thuwong ti doi tay
chuyén tro cung dam ban lo
dang va sé nhin thdy em

qua ddy moi sang gio khéng
con anh dirng trong ndng giri
mot loi chao co khi mot

nu cwdi twoi néu em tinh

co liéc nhin ban céng thip
doi khi chi la anh mat

tham déi budc em qua va

em sé bién madt trong mau
kinh sam t6i anh sé chang
nhin thdy cho dén lic chiing
minh an trua cafeteria

chen chuc nhitng phut ban trua
véi vang ldm chuyén doi thuong
dé néi chuyén xép do hoi
phdch 16i, laid-off, da,

dang va sdp tdi, chuyén trai
1, chuyén khing bo thé gidi
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nhiéu nhdt la nhitng tan v&

dii khéng hoi tiéc van nhé

tinh anh voi a con gai

cung ngon ngit khac mau da
tinh em voi ga con trai

cung mau da khdac ngon ngie
nhiwng chwa lan nhdc chuyén chiing
minh em méi ngay di qua
building cao cao vain cé

nguoi ti tay chuyén tro

bén ban céng thdp khéng con
loi chdo trong nang khong con
ny cwoi budi sang khéng con
dnh mat lang 1¢ am dp

anh da di xa em chua

kip ké nguon goc em din

ti nan thé hé thir nht

khéng thuéc cong dong thiéu sé
mit, tau, xi, campuchia,
indonézia, cuba,

malayzia ... anh biét

méi diéu em la cong din

hop chiing quéc em mé lam
viéc em lwoi rong choi em
khodi Brad Pitt chang ghién béng
da khong nghién bong ca na
em mé jazz khoai hiphop

em khdc mau da khac ngon
ngir cung cong ty gio day

anh dd ra di ... nhé nhiéu!!!
(nhuwng chang néi néi ra nhiéu
cing vay thoi.)

C6 1€ d6 la bai tho tinh hay qua thé tho Tan hinh thirc. Mot cau
chuyén tinh 16ng trong nhitng sinh hoat binh thuong, khong
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mot chat cuong diéu hay tuong tugng nhung day ling man. Bai
tho 161 cudn nguoi doc phai doc di doc lai nhiéu lan, khong
khéc nao nhiing bai tho van diéu duoc thudce long trude kia.
Cau chuyén duoc tom tit nhu sau: mdi sang di 1am, c6 gai van
nhin thdy chang trai ding néi chuyén véi ban bé trude gio 1am
viéc, nhin theo budc chan ¢d cho téi khi khut sau buc tuong
kinh sdm cua toa nha. Chang va nang chi gap nhau vao luc an
trua, noi lang nhang nhiing chuyén xdy ra trong ngay ma ai
cling biét, khong co gi méi la, va nhiéu nhat van l1a nhirng m01
tinh da d6 v, ciing nhimng s¢ thich cuia mdi nguoi. Nhung rdi
cong ty sa thai ngudi va chang 1a ngudi phai ra di, dé lai noi co
gai mot chut bang quo, nhu mit mat mot cai gi thdn quen.

Bai tho dua dén cho nguoi doc thdy doi séng hang ngay cua
nhimg nguoi tré tudi trong mot xa hoi cong nghiép, c6 qua
nhiéu sic dan sdng chung, nén doi sdng van hoa truyén thong
hodc di hoa tron hoic khong con du 12 mébi rang budc. Ho sdng
chung va cap bd voi nhau, ciing ngén ngir khac mau da hay
cung mau da khac ngbn ngi, xa nhau, tinh co gép nhau, quen
biét va rdi xa nhau. Tat ca chi con dé lai mot chut nudi tiée, roi
bi cuon theo cong vi€c, thoi quen va sinh hoat thuong ngay.
boi song bét dinh va troi ndi dén ndi chinh sy bat dinh va troi
ndi d6 méi 1a ¥ nghia dich thyc cua cude séng. Khong co6 mot
gia trl nao bén vimng. Tt ca nhiing bi mat khong con la bi mét,
tat ca nhirng cam ky khong con la cam ky. Cho nén, nguoi ta
ngén ngam nhimg gi tran trui, tro trén, quay vé tim lai mot thoi
lang man méi, va ca nhiing gia tri méi dé thay thé nhing gi da
ct, khong con phu hop véi thoi dai va doi séng cua thé hé tré
tudi.

Bai tho hay chic han & noi cach st dung binh thudng va diéu
luyén chir va nghia. Mot ndi dung méi mé, nguoi doc thiy
dugc mot sinh hoat rét quen thudc va nham chéan cua doi séng
nhung lai phét hién mdt khia cach tich cuc rat nén tho trong do.
Tac gia su dung thé tho 5 chit, toan bai tho chi ¢6 2 doan c6
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dau phiy (mdi doan 5 ddu phiy) chia bai tho ra lam 3 phan,
giam bét tbe do doc lién mién va kha nhanh cua bai tho. Bai
tho vi thé ching nhing 1a mot bai tho hay con la mét bai tho
ddc sic va gia tri vi nhdn manh téi mot k§ thuat méi cho tho.
Trong van xudi y tudng phai rd rang trong luc y tudng trong
tho thuong mo hd, khong rd rang. Y tuéng khong rd rang
khong c6 nghia la khong ¢6 y tuong, ma bi phu di boi chat tho.
Ching khac nao 16p swong mu budi sang lam mo di quang
canh su vat.

Dé hiéu 16 diéu nay ching ta quay tro lai bai tho ctia DA Thao.
Vi bai tho khong c6 ddu chim phdy nén rat kho phéan biét y
tuéng nay va y tudng kia. Mudn 16 rang phai hdi phuc lai cac
dau chim phay cho bai tho. Chung ta co thé 1am cach nay. Viét
mot bai tho véi nhitg dau chim phay 10 rang, phén biét cac y
tuong lién lac ting cau. Sau d6 bo tat ca cic diu chim phay di,
tién trinh gidi trir. Y tudng bai tho bay gio khong con 16 rang,
bi phii 14p bi téc d6 doc. Néu bay gid chung ta mudn hdi phuc
lai ¥ tuong cta tho, chiing ta phai hoi phuc lai nhimg dau cham
phay. Tién trinh héi phuc nay ciing 13 tién trinh tim lai y nghia
bai tho. Diéu nay ciing chang khac nao tién trinh phdn tich
trong tho ti do tiéng Anh. Sau d9, lai dung tién trinh gidi trir
dé tro lai sy nguyén ven ciia bai tho. Day chinh 1a diéu, “Nhin
bai tho, hinh thirc gidng nhw mét bai tho, nhung khi doc thi lai
thay giong nhw van xudi, doc xong thi lai thdy dé6 la tho chir
khéng phai vin xudi.” ma chung ta da dé cap o trén.

“Tinh Xa” 13 mot phat biéu vé tho. Nhitng phat biéu d6 kha tin
td1 dau tuy thudec muc do thuc hanh cua tung tac gia. Boi chi
qua thuc hanh méi c¢6 thé phét hién nhimg yéu t6 méi cho tho.
Day chinh 1a diéu hap dan va thach thirc ddi voi nhimng nha tho
Tan hinh thirc Viét. Chung ta can phai dit minh trong nguyén
tac sang tac, khong bao gio lap lai bai nay gidng bai no, hay
ngat doan van xudi xudng dong. Mdi bai tho phai ¢ nhip diéu
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(hay tiét tau), phong cach dién dat khac nhau. Cai gia chung ta
tra cang cao, su thanh cong cang lon.

Nhip di€u tho Tan hinh thurc Viét dugce rat ra tir khai ni¢m Hi¢u
Ung Canh Buém trong Ly thuyet Hon mang, phan hoi va ldp
lai. Trong d6, nhitng yéu té trdt tir trong hé théng hdn mang
duoc ding dé tién déan sy van hanh hé thong d6. Dong song
duoc coi nhu mot hé théng dong luc, co6 luc lang 1o, ém &,
nhung cé lac, vao mua mua, dong song c6 nhirng ca tinh khac
nhau. Trong trudng hop nay, mot phan cua dong song chay
nhanh hon mién bén canh, tao nén dong xoay nguoc, lam ting
toc do, kéo dong nudc chung quanh chay nhanh hon. M&i phan
cia dong séng anh huong nhiéu t6i moi phan khac, gy xao
tron va phan hoi 1an nhau. Két qua 1a su rdi nudc, chuyen dong
hdn loan, trong d6 nhitng ving khac nhau chuyén dong véi
nhing téc do khac nhau. Nhitng dong xoay nudc khi cudn lai
(feedback) gip phai ludng nudc khic, s& giao dong
(oscillation), 7é nhdnh (bifurcation), bién thanh dong xoay
khac.

Bai tho vi nhu dong song, cling 1a mot hé¢ théng dong luc. Bai
“Chuyén Doi Anh”, s dung ky thuat phan héi va ldp lai 1am
cho nhiing cau chir va y tuong cudn vao nhau, bién cau chuyén
don gian thanh phuc tap, thic day nguroi doc doc di doc lai dé
tim kiém mot didu gi do, hon mang, khong can khong coi.
Nhom chir “nhiing cai chét” 1a yeu td trat tu, lap lai thanh mot
dong chay, kéo theo nhitng cau chir khong lap lai (yéu t6 hdn
mang) 13 nhitng dong chay khac, cho dén khi bi giao dong, ré
nhanh, bién thanh nhém chir moéi. Nhom chit méi, “cau
chuyén”, hién xut va lai phdn hoi va Idp lai, kéo theo nhitng
chit khong 1ap lai khac, ctr nhu thé, nhu nhimg 16p song x6 don
dap, 1am thanh nhitng nhip diéu xoan lai, trtim 1ap 1én nhau.
Maéi cau chit nhu mdi phan ctia dong song chuyén dong nhanh
cham khéac nhau, nhiu séng va tic dong lén nhiing cau chit
khac. Ct thir nhin dong séng dang cudn cudn chay, lam sao
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chung ta phan ra dugc c6 bao nhiéu phin dong séng hay bao
nhiéu nhitng cau chir trong bai tho dang xoin lai v6i nhau?
biéu nay lam ching ta c6 cam giac hdn loan, nhung ky thuc,
s hdn loan vaAn nidm trong dang 6n dinh cta dong séng hay bai
tho. Nhu thé, nhirng cau chir hay dang thtrc 6n dinh (dong xody
trwdc) hién ra rdi nhanh chong mét di, thay thé bang nhimng cau
chir hay dang thic 6n dinh méi (dong xody méi), xody tron,
cudn lai va phan hdi chinh nd, ap luc trén dong chay hay nhip
diéu cua bai tho.

Chuyén doi anh
Khe Iem

Nhitng cdi chét chira bao
gio co thdt nhirng cdi
chét chwa bao gio xdy

ra nhu chung ta sinh

ra khong can khong coi
va dén dady tir noi

hén mang dung lai gidy
ldu... béi song chét lau
nay chz la cdu chuyén
duoc ké lai ké lai

ké lai tinh co va

chang qua moi cdu chuyén
chi moi trong vai gidy
ldu moi cau chuyén da
cil sau vai giay lau

moi chuyén ké ké xong

la xong moi chuyén ké
ké xong tro vé noi

da ké dé nhitng chuyén
ké khac ké lai nhitng
chuyén chua ké nhuw cudc
Séng lap lai lap lai
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ma chua mét lan cé
that vi chung ta chi

vdt vo trong doi co

vai gidy lau roi tré

vé noi ndo tir d6

chiing ta dén ddy nhiing
cdi chét chiea bao gic
co thdt va anh chi

moi dung lai trong vai
giay lau. Cam on anh
da dén véi doi va

ké xong cdu chuyén doi
anh.

Twong lai tho Tan hinh thire: Tho nam trong khoanh khic
hién tai, bao gém thi dién tién cta hdi (e va mong tudng.
Nhung néu muén tién déan vé tuong lai tho, nguoi ta khong
con chi biét tién tri nhu nhiing thé ky trioc. Ly thuyét Hon
mang da cho ching ta mdt phuong cach hi¢u nghiém, dang
duoc tng dung vao hau hét moi lanh vuc, tir mot ctra hang ban
1¢ t61 nhitng cong trinh nghién ctru qui mod vé vin héa, xa hoi,
chinh tri, kinh té, y hoc, ngay ca voi nhitng pham vi kho du
doan nhu tai wong, thoi tiét . Lay mot thi dy don gian, trong
hé thdng ctra hang ban 1&, mudn biét doanh s ban ra hom nay
14 bao nhiéu, ngudi ta thiét 1ap nhitng ban thong ké, so sanh sd
bén ra cta cing ngdy nay tuan trudc va nim trude. Sau do, tuy
theo hoan canh hién tai, nguoi ta tién déan s6 ban ra cho ngay
hém nay. Thuong 13 gan gan dung. Con sb gin gan dang do,
giita hom nay, ngay nay tuan trudc va nam trudc, chinh 1a yéu
16 trdt tir trong mot hé théng hdn mang, 1 cira hang béan 18. Yéu
16 Trdt tw trong Hiéu ung Canh buom dugce hinh thanh boi hai
tinh cach, tinh én dinh va hién xudt (ndi troi), hé qua cua sy
phan héi va ldp lai. Bay gio, ching ta dit tho Tan hinh thirc
trong hoan canh tho Vié¢t. Tho van diéu c6 dugce tinh 6n dinh vi
bao gom nhimng thé tho ¢6 van, nhung lai khong cé tinh hién
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xudt, vi khéng con gy duoc sy cha y. Tho Tén hinh thirc Viét
c6 tinh 6n dinh vi 1 nhitng thé tho khdng van, va c6 tinh hién
Xudt vi 1a loai tho dang duoc chi y. Nguoc lai, tho tu do co
tinh ndi troi, nhung lai khéng 6n dinh, mdi ngudi mot kiéu, voi
qué nhiéu phong cach roi rac, khong lién hé gi v6i nhau.
Nhung that ra, du co diéu kién can 1a tinh 6n dinh va hién xudt
ciing chwa @i vi néu tho khong c6 nglroi doc thi 14y s6 liéu dau
dé tién doan? Nguoi doc tho hién nay 13 nhimg khudén mit xa
vang. Chung ta cin clr vao dau dé xac nhan su hién dién cua
nguoi doc? Vi nhitng tap tho duoc xuit ban va dugc ban ra,
hay dém nhiing céi click trén online? Tat ca déu khong néi 1én
dugc bét cir didu gi. Trong cudn “50 Nha Tho Puong Pai: Tién
Trinh Sang Tao” (50 Contemporary Poets: The Creative
Process) (1), khi duoc hoi, “Nha tho viét cho ai?” Da sb déu tra
101, viét cho chinh ho va vai ngudi ban tho, hodc, khong biét
ngudi doc 14 ai. Va ching, tho ¢ thé ky triroc, dinh cao 13 tho
Ngon nglt cia My thép nién 1980, 1 nhitng canh ctra dong lai
d6i voi nglroi doc. Con tho Tan hinh thirc Viét 1a nhiing canh
ctra mo, dé ngo cho ca bong tdi 13n anh sang c6 thé tran vao.

Néu tho khong co twong lai vi khong c6 ngiroi doc, ma chi c6
nhimg nha tho doc v6i nhau, thi ciing khong ai biét nha tho 1a
ai, ngay ca trong gid¢i nhitng nha tho. Tho Tan hinh thtc Viét
hoéi phuc nghé thuat tho trong hanh trinh di tim nguoi doc, va
ca nhing nha tho. D6 chang phai, ty chinh no da 1a twong lai
r0i sa0? Khai dau 14 phong trao vi co nhidu ngudi 1am, nhung
sau d6 tho Tan hinh thirc bat dau hinh thanh mot thé tho. Khi
dd dinh hinh mét thé tho, véi 14 nam thuc hanh, va véi nhiing
tac pham da trai qua da moi thir thach, thi thé tho d6 khong thé
nao mat di (tho Pirong cho téi nay van con nguoi lam), ma chi
phat trién nhanh hay cham theo chu ky thoi gian. Nhung chu
ky cia mot thé tho thuong dai. Tho khong van tiéng Anh dugc
phat hién vao giita thé ky 16, phat trién khoang mot thé ky
rudi, dén thé ky thir 18 thi it nguoi dung. Cho dén giira thé ky
19, lai tré thanh thinh hanh véi phong trao Lang man cho t6i
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nay. Tho Téan hinh thircViét thoi ky dau, tir nim 2000, phat
trién chdm vi it nguoi biét dén, hodc néu biét thi ciing khong
chinh xé4c. Cho téi cudc hoi thao 1an nay, duoc coi nhu bét dau
mot giai doan méi, vi dd c6 nhidu ngiroi biét toi va tham gia.
Khi ban v& twong lai tho Tan hinh thirc Viét, chdc han 1a véi y
nghia, thé tho nay c6 kha nang ton tai khong, va néu ton tai thi
s& phat trién t6i mirc d6 nao? Piéu d6 van phai chd xem.

Véi tho, chung ta can phan biét hai khia canh, hinh thirc va noi
dung. Mot hinh thic méi 1am cho ndi dung méi, va nguoc lai,
mot ndi dung méi can mot hinh thirc dién dat méi. Cuing mot
dé tai tinh yéu, nhung cach biéu dat & thap nién 1960 khac voi
1930 va 1940 nén nhitng nha tho ty do thap nién 1960 khong
con kham noi vé6i van diéu. Su chéng ddi tho tu do luc dau la
chéng vé mit hinh thirc, nhung sau d6 ho thdy ndi dung cua
thoi dai ho cAn mot hinh thirc méi 1a tho ty do nén khong con
chdng d6i (that ra nhitng ngudi chdng lai tho ty do lic do, da
phan 1a thudc vé thé hé Tién chién). Bay gio dbi v6i tho Tan
hinh thtrc Vit cling tuong tu. Mot sb nhitng nha tho tu do 16n
tudi, ho chua di hét con dirong cach tan d6i méi trong thoi dai
ho, nén kho chia sé v6i nhitng quan diém ciia tho Tan hinh
thire. Hay noi nhu nha phé binh D Lai Thity, “vin chuong
hién dai (chil nghia) con chua giai phong hét tién ning ciia no,
chua di t61 thién dinh vong doi cia nd, nén chua tao dugc
nhiéu thanh tuu nghé thuat cao”. Con dbi véi nhitng thé hé sinh
sau, tor khéang trén duoi 1980, ndi dung thoi dai cua ho da va
dang thay ddi, ho cAn mot hinh thic dién dat méi, nhung lai
chua co diéu kién tiép can voi tho Tan hinh thirc. Tuong lai tho
Tan hinh thire ¢6 18, thudc vé thé hé tré va rat tré do chang?

Bun riéu
Gyang Anh Ién

Lam sao han co thé
hiéu bang cach nao chiéc
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xe dap cua mwoi nam
trwoce lai soc vao tri

nhé ciia han khi han
dang ngoi an bat bin
riéu bén lé dwong ma
cach day ciing dung muwoi

nam hdn da dap xe
dén trweong ma khi do
ba ban bun riéu con
chira ldy chong va béo

nang nang nhir bay gio
dang don da chao khach
dé mau chéng ban hét
ganh bun riéu khi con

gidng budi chiéu dang lir
dir kéo dén trong tri

nhé ciia han voi chiéc

do so' mi trang wot

siing mwa ma chiéc xe
dap khéng con biét lan
banh vé dau ngang qua
con dwong hdn dang ngoi

an bat bun riéu cua
muoi nam sau va khong
hiéu bang cach ndo han
da an hét ca tri nho.

Bai tho “Bun Riéu”, tir ngdn ngir, hinh anh, nhan vat déu 1a
nhiing gi dang dién ra khap noi trong doi song hang ngay, tur
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via hé, cho bua, tir thanh thi dén thon qué. Xua nay nhitng nhan
vat trong van chuong thuong la nhimg nhan vat déc biét khac
thirong, it ra thi cling nhu A Q, Thi N6, chir dau thé 1a mot ba
ban bén riéu, quen mét dén d6 nham chan, ching ai budn dé y.
Bai tho néi 1€n dyoc quan diém cua tho Tan hinh thuc Viét,
phat hién cai méi la trong cai binh thirong cua cudc séng, gan
giii v&i moi con nguoi.

Nha tho Tunisia ghi nhan vé bai tho “Biin Riéu” nhu sau: “Bai
tho “Bun Riéu” cua Gyang Anh Ién cling bay ra nhiing su kién:
“chiéc xe dap, bat bun riéu, ba ban bun ri€u, con mua...” 10
nam trude, han khong an bin riéu, 10 ndm sau méi an va ngdi
nhé lai 10 nam trude hian dap xe dap dén trudng, ngang qua
hang bun riéu. Ba ban btn riéu 10 nam trudc chua 1y chong,
va ba bun riéu 10 niam sau chic 14 da c6 chong con, nén béo
day ra. Va trong sudt bai tho, cai ky trc clr chap chon, nira md
nia t6, dé roi sau d6 ciing mat ludén nhu khi dn xong bat bun
riéu 1a xong, chang con nhé gi nita.”

Nhung dé nhan ra 10 nam trude han khong an ban ri€u, 10 nam
sau m&i an thi phai 1an theo nhitng mbi ddy nhap nhing ctia
cau chtr, go nhirng su kién do ra, vi hinh anh ky ¢ dan quyén
v6i hinh anh thyc tai, khong biét cai nao la cai ndo, cai nao
trudc cai nao sau. Nhung chua hét, ky tc dién tién song hanh
v6i1 hanh dong an ban riéu, tur lac chiéc xe dap sdc vao, tdi con
mua giéng trat xudng, rdi chiéc xe dap khong biét vé dau, tao
thanh nhiig 4o giac, va dong tic an bun riéu giéng nhu dong
tac an ky trc, khi qua khu (ky trc) bién thanh hién tai.

(Nhirng) Nguoi dién
Nguyén Tat Do

Han thich chay vong vong va )
vita chay vira quay, vay ma han khong
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chong mat tham chi han con
cwoi khodi chi, han cw chay vong vong

ngay nay qua ngay khac va

vita chay vira quay, luc tinh ciing nhu
luc say, ban ngay ciing nhw

ban dém, hdn khéng ngi, nguoi ta bdo

hdn dién va khang khdng bdo
hdn dién han van chay vong vong, va
vira chay vica quay cho giong
sw chuyén dong ciia cdi hanh tinh ma

han va loai nguoi dang song

Vé bai tho “(Nhitng) Nguwoi Pién”, ching ta lién tudng toi y
kién cta nha tho Gyang Anh Ién, cho rang nhac tinh cua tho
Tan hinh thure 14 loai nhac tinh xoay vong. Co 1€ do chi 1a bay
€10, con sau nay, nhitng nha tho Téan hinh thirc con phai kham
phé nhiéu loai nhac tinh khac nhau, nhu thé méi da dang va
phong pht. Nhung loai nhac tinh xoay vong lai rat thich hop
v6o1 nd1 dung va dong thai bai tho. Ding 1a “(Nhiing) Nguoi
bién”.

Trau khéc
Inrasara

Nhitng con trdau khoc vao doi toi. Chang
Mok hién ngang mét c6i dan dan qua
doi cop tat phdi méng xe cam nhong
ché vé bé cé né khéc tin minh

sdp chet, cha dao ho sdu lut dau
chon voi dam la, me khoc. Dung nam
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sau cai Jiong gia dung khoc nhin chdu
chat tran dich sau hai dat di trong

chuéng ¢é don véi mdy cu con ngoi
khée. Cu Pac sirng dai oanh liét moi
miua ca gay hai dau cay, cha qua
ngoai cdu 1t hii mdy chii tréi dé

ra cua mdt gan nira sing trdi, no

khée dién dai gidy danh dach nhu hém
bi thién, con hon thién tréng cha giong
ai, cha vé né khéc. Ban di cap

nang Pateh mdi khéc cho dang dep rat
duc cua minh, cha bat kéo xe do

riét thanh quen, chiing ban quén mat né
cdi, 6 méi né nhé minh cir trinh

dii dd qua di sau mia rdy, né
khoc khong nuoc mat. Nhitng con trau khoc
wot tuoi dai toi.

Nha tho Tom Riordan nhan xét, "Trdu Khoc cua Inrasara cho
thdy bang cach nio ndi dau co thyc va ndi dau tuong tuong cua
nhirng con trau thAm dAm thoi tho 4u cua nguoi ké truyén, nhu
thé c6 mot 6 clra ma thuat gitra tAm hon cua nguoi ké va ndi
dau cua nhiing con trau thude sé hiru cua gia dinh do.”

Nhéan xét cua Tom Riordan that 1a tinh té. Bai tho duogc trich
trong tap tho “Chuyén 40 Nam Méi Ké & 18 Bai Tan Hinh
Thire”, bat dau v6i “Chay Dich” va két thac voi “Ma Hoi”.
“Trdu Khéc” thé hién nhitng cudc doi cam chiu, khoc cho voi
kho, khoc tir doi cha toi doi con, tap phai mong xa cam nhong
cling khéc, nhin chau chét chay dich ciing khoc, bi cua sung
cling khoc ... Nhung trau khoc 13 hién tuong bét thudng, mot
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diém bao, mot bi kich, theo cach hiéu dan gian, goi téi nhiing
mbi lo, nhitng doi chd ma chi trong mot tinh hudng nao d6
nglroi ta méi cam nghiém hét duogc. Mdi bai tho 1a mot cau
chuyén ky bi, nhu hang thé ky ho chd con tau dd duoc ghi
trong sach 1a s& dén nhung cudi cing khong dén (Cho Tau).
Hodc nhu chuyén “Ong Phok”, 6ng khong 1am gi ca, chi nghi
nhung nghi khong ra gi. Lang nhu thé ciia 6ng, nhung khi ong
vé, lang khong phai cta 6ng, ong vao nha nha hét 1a cia ong ...
Ong nhu mot ké v6 dinh hinh. Trong “Ma Hoi”, toi doc giira
hai hang chit, khong thiy ma, chi thdy nguoi. Mot gia toc, mot
nén vin héa tuong da mat ma khong mat, né van thap thoang
dau do.

Anh nhin khoang khong
Bién Bac

Giot nudc roi tur khoang

khéng trén cao xuéng mat

(kinh) em ... bong nhién lam
nhoa di hinh anh anh

trong anh nhin cua em

roi sau dé sau khi

lau kho (kinh) em

béng nhién sang hon thém

trong dnh nhin ... khoang khong.

(cudi 1, khéng 7)

Buoi sang/ virom hoa/ hai hoa
Bién Bac

Hoa vin né trong
vieon sang nay cho
du xuan nam nay
vé hoi mudn vi
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miia déng cir giang
co voi mua thu
nén trong vuon sang
nay hoi lanh khi
anh hai doa hoa
xudn dé ting em
nam nay nhu moi
nam ay ma (1) ... khdc!

(dau 2, khéng 7)

Hai bai tho cua Bién Béc, hinh anh gidng nhu hai bai tho
Puong. May cum tir “nhoa di” va “co lai” tao nén su nhan
manh phan hai bai tho.

Mot ngudi héi toi trén duwong
Huong Thanh

trudc cira nha toi dirng
ngoi xuong roi ngoi dirng
lén vi khéng quen ngoi
xom ldu trueée cira nha

mueoi tam gio chiéu ké

vé mueoi bay gio triede

do t6i chang c6 dimg
ngoi xuong roi ngoi dirng
lén vi cho doi chir

khong phai vi toi kho
chiu sy cho doi bay

gio la sw quen thugc

nhat trong cuc doi téi
t0i ngo quanh toi nghiéng
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qua nghiéng lai nhu thé
sw chuyén dong dang ngo

nghiéng vao thoi gian nay
dé bat chot thdy mot
nguoi di trén chiéc ves
pa mau do ding lai

duoi anh den duong vira
bat lén tir hai ba

muoi phut trudc do trong
khi t6i van dang ding

ngoi xuong réi ngoi dirng
lén theo thoi quen cua
thwong ngay va moi ngay
théi t6i nhin thdy trén

chiéc xe dé la mot
€O gdi va co gai

dy hoi t6i mét diéu
ma co vé nhu dang

lap lai nhuw thé su

chuyén dong dang ngé nghiéng
qua lai vao phia toi

16i khéng biét trd loi

gi cho ¢ gdi dy

cho nén téi dé muoi

tam gio: chiéu tra loi

va t6i roi lai cir

ding ngoi xuong roi ngoi

dirng lén cho doi sy
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quen thugc tro vé trong
cua nha ...

(26.8.2013)

Géc pho
Dai S

anh go nhitng cong gio
réi trong téc em hoang
mang mia hé chan ddy
ndng tinh yéu ham hdp
nu hén vé nang budi
chiéu nhitng cao oc léu
nghéu nguoi my den trong
bé do lung thung tram
xe bus ving down town
vang chii nhdt ving em
ryc ro trong trang phuc
ndng chay ung trén doi
méi ndng ciia ngay cuoi
cung mua he theo con
dwong cii di hoai trén
mét con phé uéng lai
ly rweou co vi chat
cua ngay hom qua cdi
bong lom dan theo budi
chiéu em ¢ noi nao
trong géc pho?
Trong xa hoi cong nghiép, nhiing ap lyc doi song lam cho con
nguoi cang thang, nhitng bai tho cta Bién Bic, Huong Thanh

va Pai Str 1 nhiing bai tho dé tao cam giac thu dan cho ngtroi
doc. Pay c6 phai la mdt hi¢u qua khac cua tho Tan hinh thuc?
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Bai tho “Con Méo Pen” khi dang trén tap chi Tho sb 20, mua
Xuan 2001, khong ai dé ¥ cho dén gan 2 nim sau, tap chi Tho
s6 23, mua Thu 2002 dang lai va c6 thém ban dich tiéng Anh,
lac d6 méi c6 nhiéu nguoi dé y. Piéu nay 1am t6i nhan ra, ban
dich tiéng Anh c6 stc thoi thiic ngudi doc tim vé nguyén ban
tiéng Viét, doc k¥ hon, giup cho su thuong ngoan bai tho toan
ven. Y tudng dé trong toi cang ngdy cang rd, va sau nay, khi
khong con ban ron véi tap chi Tho nita to61 mdi co thoi gian
thuc hién. Khong phai chi dich tir tiéng Viét qua tiéng Anh, ma
con tir tiéng Anh qua tiéng Viét, bang song ngit. Ngudi doc
thuong thire bai tho bang ca hai ngdn ngit. Poc tho, phai doc
qua nguyén ban, va ban dich chi gitip nguoi doc hiéu cho ding
nghia bai tho. T6i ciing nhén ra, tiéng Viét 1a mot ngdn ngir
nhd, nguoi doc ngoai quéc khong thé doc tiéng Viét, vay thi
phai co cach sang tac thé nao dé khi dich ra, nguoi doc cé thé
thuong thirc mot bai tho dich, gibng nhu thudng thirc mot bai
tho sang tac. Tho khong thé dich chi vi khong ai c¢6 thé dich 4m
thanh clia ngén ngir nay qua mot ngodn ngir khac. Dé giai quyét
van nan nay, tho Tan hinh thic Viét da sir dung ky thuat phdn
hoi va ldp lgi cua tho tu do My va Hi¢u Ung Canh Budm dé
tao nhip diéu, nén khi dich ra tiéng Anh, ngiroi doc My c6 thé
doc nhu mot bai tho sang tac.

Nhiing phan hoi tir nhitng nha tho, nguoi doc My, vé quan
diém thudng ngoan va dich thudt trén, t61 xin tuan tyu li¢t ké
nhu sau:

Tuyén tap tho song ngir “Khdng Van” (Blank Verse), 2006, toi
khong nghe duoc 4m vang gi. C6 18 13 cudn sach song ngit xudt
ban dau tién nén chua duoc biét dén. Trén website cua dién dan
tho My www.poetry.about.com bai tho “Con Méo Den” (The
Black Cat) duogc dé nghi va cong nhan la mdt trong ba bai tho
hay nhit trong thang 12 — 2007. Dén tuyén tap song ngit “Tho
Ké” (Poetry narrates), 2009, nha tho tur do My Tom Riordan
binh luan:
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“.. Bai “Nhitng Chiéc Ghé” ciia nha bién tap Khé Iém thach
thire cai gia dinh rang chiéc ghé 1a chiéc ghé, liét ké mot loat
nhitng gi ma mot chiéc ghé ¢ thé 1a, hodc ¢ thé khong 1a,
hodgc 14, hodc khong la, hoac khac voi nhiing chiéc ghé khac, vé
co ban da két luan rang chiung ta khong biét gi ca vé nhimng
chiéc ghé, va khong thé biét, khong biét chut gi vé bat ctr thir
gi, va khong thé biét. Vai trang tiép theo, bai “Tho Vu Nguyen
cho Helena Okavitch Pham” cia Ly Doi li¢t ké mot loat nhitng
diéu ma Helena s& khong bao gio biét vé ngudi ké truyén,
nhung lai ca tung cdi rao can nay nhu mot dong co gy ngac
nhién, chita dyng nhiing tinh thé kién thirc vé nguoi khic, ma
su 10 rang thi that sy vuot khoi nhitng gi chung ta biét duoc vé
chinh ching ta. “Trén Pdu Cé Cii” ctia Poan Minh Hai chia sé
su tham hiém do6, bao gém 4n du vé hai con ngudi nhu mot
chiéc ghé voi mot cai ban; ¢ ddy, nhiing rao can giita con
nguoi tao ra khong nhitng chi 1a “long thu han” ma con ca cay
co ¢t — ca su xau xi va cai dep...”

Pén “Tho Khdc” (Other Poetry), 2011, nha tho Frederick
Feirstein chia sé:

“T61 1a mot nha phan tam hoc va cling 1a mgt nha tho, va toi
hién dang chira tri cho mdt nha tho tré, anh ta cd géng biéu dat
cho t6i biét diéu ma anh ta khong thé biéu dat bang 10i 18. Anh
ta mudn biét liéu toi co hiéu duoc loai trai nghiém khong 16i 18
ciia anh ta 1 nhu thé nao. T6i doc bai tho “Nhitng Chiéc
Ghé”clia Khé Iém cho anh ta nghe, va anh ta néi ngay, “D6
chinh 14 diéu ma t6i cam nhan.” Sau d6 chinh anh ta bit dau
mo phong bai tho theo nhiéu cach khac nhau.”

Chié’c ghé
Khe Iém

Nhitng chiéc ghé khong cung mot mau,
nhitng chiéc ghé khong dung dé ngoi,
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nhitng chir ghe khong phai la ghé;
nhitng chiéc ghé cé thé so duor,

nhiing chiéc ghé c6 thé goi tén,

nhitng chiéc ghé diing ghé, khéng phdi
la ghé; nhitng chiéc ghé khéng bao
gior vé dwgc, nhitng chiée ghé khong

bao gio néi dwoc, nhitng chiéc ghé
khong bao gio co dugc, boi nhirng
chiéc ghé khong bao gio bién dang,
nhitng chiéc ghé khéng bao gio: mat

di, nhitng chiéc ghé khéng hién dién;
nhitng chiéc ghé, 0i chao, chi la

né do; nhitng chiéc ghé, 6i chao,
khéng ciing mot mau, nhitng chiéc ghé,

0i chao, khong dung dé ngoi; nhitng
chiéc ghe khong o dau xa, nhitng
chiéc ghe & ngodi moi diéu; nhitng
chiéc ghé chi la chiéc ghé.

Piém qua mat s6 bai tho Téan hinh thuc Viét, chung ta théy r0
hon, thuat ngit “Tan hinh thirc” don gian chi 1a chuyén nhiing
thé tho ¢ van thanh nhitng mot thé tho méi, khéng van, mot
thi phap (cach 1am tho), hoa diéu nhitng yéu t6, hudng t6i mot
nghé thuat tho. N6 khong phai 1a cai gi ghé gom, 1am thay doi,
cach tan hay cach mang 16n lao gi. Gidng nhu tho tiéng Anh,
khi nha tho Earl of Surrey (1517-47) dich tap tho “Aeneid” cua
Virgil, viét theo thé loai tu do khong van, bang thé luat iambic
nhung khong ding van ¢ cudi dong tho. Nho thé méi hinh
thanh thé tho khong van, chir trude d6 khong co thé tho nay.
Ciing can nhéc lai, khi bo van & cubi dong tho, tinh dé nhé dé
thudc cling khong con. Va lai, trong thoi dai bdi thuc thong tin
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va da doan trong cudc sdng, tinh d& nhé d& thudc khong con
can thiét, vi khong ai con kha ning nhd timg cau ting chit nhu
nhitng thé ky trudc. Mot ban nhac, mot bai tho hay, nguoi ta
chi can nhé giai diéu hay nhip diéu, hinh anh, ¥ tuéng, roi khi
can nghe can doc, bAm may ra nghe lai, doc lai.

Khi toi tir gia tap chi Tho, nhiing tac gia thoi tap chi 7ho khong
con sang tdc tho Tan hinh thuc. Trén website tho Tan hinh
thirc, toi da chimg kién nhitng canh dén réi di, rat nhiéu lan. Ho
dén rat hang say va di cling voi va. Ly do, ho déu 13 nhiing
nguoi sang tac tho van va tho ty do lau nam. Nhiing nha tho
van vi quen voi van diéu nén kho thoat ra khoi am huong tho
van, con nhirng nha tho ty do, vi khong quen véi nhip diéu tho,
va ciing khong mudn bi lut tic rang budc nén ca hai déu
khong thich hop véi tho Tan hinh thic, ghé vao dé thir choi
thoéi. Tuy nhién, cling ¢6 nhiing truong hgp nhu nha tho Da
Thao, chi lam duoc hai bai r6i khéng thé 1am hon dugc nita.
Co6 nguoi lam nhiéu nhung chi vai bai 1a dat. Nhu vay su han
ché ciia tho Tan hinh thirc 1a do kha ning nguoi lam tho ch
khong phai do thé tho. Boi vi thé tho chi gitip nha tho phat huy
tai niang cta minh, chir khong phai 14 cdy diia than lam nén tai
ning. Thé thi, lam sao d¢ c6 nhing nha tho Tén hinh thirc that
sy gan bo va phat trién loai tho nay? Chinh t6i ciing khong thé
biét. Nhung t6i tin chic rang, day la dong tho c6 ngudi doc va
1a mot dong tho c6 tuong lai. Ly do, cin cir vao chat lugng
nhirg bai tho Téan hinh thirc dé sang tac, va khi nhin vao
nhimg phong trao tién _phong My, nira sau thé ky, voi nhimng
cach tan sbi ndi va cudng nhiét, da dua téi két qua 1a, khong
con ai doc tho nira. Béi vi, d6 1a nhiing céch tan di vao ngd cut,
khong nhin thdy ngudi doc, khong c6 kha ning chia sé, di sau
vao tim tu tinh cam doi song con ngudi. Tho Téan hinh thirc
Viét thi khac han, quan tdm ti nghé thuat tho, tao niém vui thi
dén cho moi con ngudi.
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Khi mudn dat toi nghé thuat, & bat cir bd mon nao, phai c6 luat
chung, 1 thé tho. Muédn sang tac mot ban nhac, phai am hiéu
ky am phap, mudn thanh mot nhac cong, phai tap dan, mubn \G
phai biét phdi canh va hoa hop mau sic. Nhu bong da, mudn
choi c6 ngh¢ thuat, phai c6 luat, chtr khong thé d4 lung tung.
Thé tho, trén nguyén tac, luon ludn phai don gian t6i mirc t6i
da va co tinh phd quét, 1a cai khung huéng dan nguoi doc
thuong thire va danh gia tho, dong thoi giup nha tho didu hop
nhimg yéu t6, chuyén ché cam xuc va tu tuong, qua nhip diéu
tho. Thé tho 1a hinh thtc tho, khac véi nodi dung. Tho tu do
My, vi khong tao dugc mot thé tho chung, nén sau khi thoat
khoi truyén théng, thudng chi vao ndi dung. Trir mot s6 nhitng
phong trao tién phong nua sau thé ky, nhu di noi, ho say mé
cach tan d6i moi, va cudi cung da dua t6i loai tho cau ky, kho
hiéu.

Tho tu do ndi chung, vi khéng cé duoc y thire tao nhac tinh tu
khoi du, nén nhiing nha tho thuong khong quan tdm t&i nhip
diéu hay nhac tinh tho, ma nhac tinh hay nhip di¢u lai phﬁn
chinh trong nghé thuat tho. (Diéu nay cac nha tho ty do c6 thé
khong déng ¥ v6i toi, vi ho hiéu nhac tinh theo cach cua ho, la
am cua con chit chang han.) T6i nhian manh dén ¥ thirc, vi
khong c6 ¥ thirc thi khong thé tao ra nhip diéu. Khi khong phai
ban tam td1 nhip di€u tho, nhitng nha tho chd tam vao ndi dung
1a chinh. Nhung néi dung cua chinh tho dé lac vao tur nhiing
nguon khac, nhu chinh tri va triét 1y. Tho tré nén ning né, kho
hiéu, ngudi binh thuong khong ai doc vi khong ding voi tam
thuong ngoan cua ho. Pidu nay ciing gidng nhu phong trio tho
Ngbn ngt My, nhiing nha tho My thap nién 1980, mang 1y
thuyét Hau cau trac vao tho, gdy nén mot phong trao rong 16n
va anh hudng, téa khip co cau dai hoc My. Két qua 1a tho My
di vao bé tic, lam nay sinh phong trao T4n hinh thirc. Tan hinh
thire My quay vé v6i thé luat, phuc hdi nghé thuat va ban sic
cta tho, dé ctru van tho chir khong co gi khac. Tho, that ra, chi
1am vui moi ngudi, ciing dd phai can t6i nhitng tai nang tim c&
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Shakerspeare, hudng chi lai géng ganh thém nhing van dé
chang phai cua tho. Tho 1a mot nghé¢ thuat 16n, nguoi ta da
quén mat trdng va chi thay ngon tay.

Vay thi, c6 hai cach, khi can biéu dat noi _dung, tho ty do thich
hop hon ca, con néu chung ta c6 nhu cau quan tim t61 ngh¢
thuat, hiy dén v6i tho Tan hinh thic. Trong bai tho ndi tiéng
“Twong Nho Nha Tho W.B. Yeats” (In Memory of W.B. Yeats)
ctia nha tho Anh W. H. Auden, c¢6 dong, “tho khéng lam diéu
gi xay ra” (poetry makes nothing happen). Boi tho la nhiing
nlem vui (hay diéu gi khac) chi xay ra trong tam tri. Khi tho
can vin vao chinh tri va triét 1y vi nhu cau chinh tri va triét 1y,
cling chang sao vi rang, tho khéng lam diéu gi xdy ra. Nha tho
nhiéu vo s ké, tac pham tho trung tring diép diép du chon lap
moi nha tho. Nhung néu khong c6 ngudi doc thi 1ay tiéu chuan
nao dé dinh gia tho? Khi con ngudi con phai lo com 4o hang
ngay, lai nlra, c6 nhleu thi tiéu khién hap din hon, Iphone,
Ipad ... ho khong cin t&i nghé thuat tho. Ciing chang sao, roi
téi mot lic chan véi nhing tro choi d6, ho s& quay trd lai, mién
la nhitng nha tho phai c6 tho that su cho ho doc, chir khong
phai 12 tho dé nhiing nha tho doc véi nhau.

Dén day, chung ta xoay qua mot van dé khac. Cudc hoi thao do
tap chi Song Huwong, Hué 2014, vé6i chu dé, "Tan hinh thire,
tiép nhan va sang tao". Véy nhing gi ma Tan hinh thuc da tiép
nhan? Khi nhiing tac pham song ngtr dugc xut ban, nhing nha
tho My, ca tu do 1an thé luat deu nhén ra, tho khéng van Viét
chang giéng gi voi tho khong Van tiéng Anh. Trong bai “Phong
cdach Tan Chiét Trung”, t6i viét:

“Dung lai nhiing thé tho 5, 7, 8 va luc bat, tugng trung cho
truyén théng tho Viét, thu nap cac yéu td: tinh truyén, ngén
ngit doi thuong, vat dong tir tho truyén thong Anh, va k¥ thuat
1ap lai tir tho ty do M¥. Trir tinh truyén ma nén tho nao ciing
co, ba yéu t6 con lai hoan toan méi véi tho Viét, duge coi nhu
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1a nhitng yéu t6 hién dai. Thé tho truyén théng Viét bao ldy
nhimg yéu t& hién dai, chiang khac nao chu nghia tin chiét
trung cua kién triic hau hién dai. Bai tho van hanh theo hinh
thai ctia hi€u ung canh buém: Ngon ngit tao ra am thanh, y
tuong va hinh anh, biéu twong cho tinh tu tuong dong trong
hinh hoc fractal va yéu t6 trat ty trong 1y thuyét hdn mang. Ky
thuat 1ap lai lam chtc ning phdn hoi (feedback) va Ildp lai
(iteration) mang nhitng 4m thanh, y tuéng va hinh anh chuyén
dong. Va vat dong lam thanh su tudn chay lién tuc cua h¢
thong dong Iyc 1a bai tho. Sy tac dong ngam cua tit ca nhiing
yéu t6 trén tao ra ¥ nghia bai tho.”

Nhung theo Luan Nguyén, trong bai viét “Tro Choi Tan Hinh
Thire, Mot Dién Giai”, thi 4 yéu td: Vat dong, Lap lai, Tinh
truyén, Ngon ngit doi thuong da c6 trong tho Viét tir rat lau,
khong ¢ gi méi la, Tan hinh thirc Viét chi ldy ra dung lai. Nhu
vy ching t6 rang tho Tan hinh thirc Viét ciing khong dén ndi
xa la v6i nguoi doc Viét. So di to1 vién dan vatr dong
(enjambment) tr tho truyén thong tiéng Anh va lap lai
(iteration) tir hiéu ing canh budm vi nhitng yéu t6 d6 da tro
thanh thuat ngtr trong tho. Cau hoi 14, tai sao phai st dung lai
nhimg thé tho truyén thong? Do han 13 biéu tugng “sy hién
dién cua qua kht” (The presence of the past)? Theo Venice
Biennale, khai niém nay l1a nhan thirc dugc lap di 1ap lai cua
Kién trac Hau hién dai thap nién 1980. D6 khong cd nghia 1a
hoai ¢6 ma dé gidu nhai (parody) chii nghia Hién dai vi da cit
dut voi lich s, (2) (Nhung dén thap nién 1990 tro di, khai
niém nay tré thanh tinh lién tuc gitra qua khtr va hién tai, dé
tim vé cai dep, voi nha 1y thuyét Kién ‘tric Hau hién dai
Charles Jencks.) Vang, chung ta dang song trong thuc tai,
nhung thét ra, chung ta chi song mot phan thyc tai, va tung
gidy khic va cung mot luc, chung ta song v6i vo s6 chiéu kich
khéc nhau, chiéu tuong tuong, chiéu tim ly... va dac biét,
chiéu qua khir v6i nhitng hdi tudong va kinh nghiém, ma ching
ta da thau hai dwoc ké tir liic sinh ra. Qua khu 1a thi tiép dién
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cua hién tai, la phﬁn khong thé tach roi cua thyc tai. Vay lam
sao chung ta ¢ thé cit roi phan khong thé cit roi trong cai toan
thé 1a doi sdng duoc nhi? Tir d6 phong chiéu vao tho, truyén
théng 1a mot phan c6 sin trong hién dai. D6 1a khai niém da tro
nén thong thtrong tr Dong qua Tay, chi c6 khac 1a bay gio nod
duoc ing dung trong sang tac van hoc va kién tric.

Nhitng nha tho hién dai nira trioc thé ky 20, va nhirng nha tho
hau hién dai nira sau thé ky 20 dén thap nién 1980, ho nhin tho
khéc chung ta. Ho coi tho nhu mot hoat dong cia tam tri, phu
nhan truyén thong va di tim nén tho cho thoi dai ho, phat hién
nhip di€u cla tu tudng, cuia tdm tri, va chiéu sau tim 1y, it quan
tam toi doi song thuc tai. Di nhién, mdi thdi c¢6 nhimng cach
nhin khac nhau, phu hop véi thoi dai, va cam quan riéng,
khong c6 chuyén dung hay sai. C6 diéu 13, tho phai thé hi¢n va
n6i 1én dyoc quan diém va cai nhin cta thoi minh dang séng.

Bai tho “Tan hinh thirc Va cau Chuyén Ké”, sau khi sang tac,
t6i rat ra dwoc mot s6 yéu td, hinh thanh nhiing thé tho khong
van Viét. Va véi bai tho “Tinh Xa” ciia DA Théo, toi nhan ra ky
thudt giai trir nhitng diu chdm phay dé xéa di dau vét van xudi
trong tho. O diém nay ching ta cin ghi nhan: nghé thuét tho
trong tho khong van Viét 1a nghé thuat ca phéap (cau) phén biét
vo1 ngh¢ thuat tho trong tho ty do va van diéu 1a nghé thuat tu
tir (chir). Va cudi cung, trong khi sap xép nhiing bai tho dé tim
hiéu tinh truyén trong tp tho “Chiéc O Pi 1é” cua nha tho HO
Ding Thanh Ngoc, t6i tim ra ky thuat xau chudi dé sang tac
truyén tho.

K¥ thuat 6 chir duoc thtr nghiém qua sang tac cua hai bai tho
dai “Nhitng Newoi Pan Ba Cuoi Ciing Ciia Mot Dong Ho” cia
Dai St va “Tiéng Hat Tir C6 Xua” cua Khé 1ém. Qua do toi
nhan ra, tinh tiét ciia truyén trong tho 16i cudn va phdi hop véi
nhip di¢u va am thanh cua ngén ngir tao thanh, khac voi trong
tiéu thuyét. Va mot luc bat khdc véi luc bat ¢6 van tir trude téi
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nay, trong cach doc va sang tac. Goi 1a khong Van nhung chi
khong van ¢ cudi dong, vi nho k§ thuat 1ap lai, van toa ra khap
bai tho, tao nén nhip diu phong phi va ciing khac la hon cho
tho. So voi thé tho khong van tiéng Anh, thé tho khong van
Viét c¢6 nhiéu dang, tir 5 chit, 7 chit, 8 chit va lyc bat nén khi ké
mot cau truyén ching ta co nhiéu chon lya. Trong bai “Tiéng
Hat Tir C6 Xuwa” t6i dung 5 chir cho ddi thoai, va dung luc bat
dé ké.

Nhu vdy tho Tan hinh thic Viét chi tiép nhan nhimng yéu t6
tho, tir nhitng thé loai tho khac nhau, ca truyén thong va ty do
tho tiéng Anh cho vao nhimng hinh hai 14 thé tho tiéng Viét, dé
lam thanh mot thé tho mdi cho tho Viét. Mot thé tho tinh dén
mua Xuin 2014 tron 14 nam, v6i 14 cudn sach dugce xudt ban,
gom 3 tap tiéu luan va 11 tap tho, trong d6 c6 5 cudn la song
ngtt Anh Viét. Nhiing tac gia tham du, trdi qua 5 thé hé néu
tinh mdi thé hé 13 10 ndm. Sinh tir nhitng ndm dau thap nién
1940 t&i nhitng nam dau thap nién 1990, véi tac gia 16n tudi
nhat 1a nha tho Nguyén Dang Thuong (sinh nam 1938) va tac
gid nhé tudi nhat 1a Huong Thanh (sinh nam 1990). V61 hon
1500 bai tho, va 115 tac gia (tong két ndy cin ctr trén tap chi
Tho va website www.thotanhinhthuc.og). Mot thé tho da trai
qua nhiéu tht thach va duoc ghi nhan véi:

1/ Tap chi Séng Huwong s6 280, thang 6/2012, chuyén dé tho
tan hinh thuec.

2/ Tap chi Séng Huong, s6 dic biét thang 12/2012.

3/ Nghé Thudt Méi, s6 8, thang 9/2012.

4/ Hai bai binh luan vé Tho Ké va Tho Khdc ciia William
Noseworthy trong to6 An Asian Literary Journal, Reviews /
November 201 1(Issue 15)

5/ Tong két 3 tuyén tap tho “Khong Van”, Tho Ké&” va “Tho
Khac” trong bai viét nhan d& Vietnamese Print Culture and the
Making of Contemporary America: From Giai Pham Nhén Van
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to Khé Iém cua William B. Noseworthy dang trén Middle
ground journal.

Va to1 day la cudc hoi thao Séng Huwong vao thang Tu nam
2014.

Khi xuét ban tuyén tap tho “Khdng Vin” vao nam 2006, toi c6
¥ hudng nbi két giita thé hé tré trong nude va thé hé tré viét
bang tiéng Anh tai hai ngoai, Nhung c6 1& sé luong ngudi Viét,
khoang 2 triéu ngiroi, qua it 6i dé san sinh ra mot thé hé van
hoc, nén chi dén duge véi nhitng nguodi doc My. Va biét dau
tho Tan hinh thirc Viét lai chang phai 13 cdy ciu bac ngang
giita hai nén vin héa? William Noseworthy nhén ra, “Tan hinh
thircViét xuat hién tir mot nhu cau riéng biét dé giai quyét cac
van dé thudc vé mot cong dong ngay cang da dang dudi cai du
Viét nam tinh. Vi su ndi 1én cua tac gia Viét Nam trong cong
ddng hai ‘ngoai ¢ khip noi, nhing tac gia nhu Khé 1ém di tro
thanh mdi ndi giira cac truyén thong van hoc, it nhat la hai
qudc gia. Nhu vay, nhidu bai tho, chil yéu viét bang tiéng Viét
va sau d6 dugc dich sang tiéng Anh, hoat dong nhu nhiing
dong gop trong linh vuc van hoc ca Viét Nam va My, va co thé
gan nhu dugc hat nhu nhimg bai tho trir tinh khi doc mot cach
du duong.”(3)

Néu lay 1/10 trong 1500 bai tho thi ching ta ciing con lai 150
bai tho, chat lugng co thé trong duong véi sb bai tho trong bai
viét nay. Didu d6 chung to thé tho khong van Viét da duoc
hinh thanh hay chua? Con sang tac dugc hay khong 1a do tai
ning ctia ngudi lam tho. Ma tai niang thi khong ai c6 thé tién
ddan. Ngay ca tho van, hang trim nidm rdi, c6 bao nhiéu bai tho
xuét sic, va tho tu do, co bao nhiéu bai tho, bao nhiéu tap tho,
ngudi ta con nhac dén?
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Doi ngudi nhu hat bui bay, mot thé tho dén tinh cd, vui thi luu
lai, buon thi né di, c6 gi 1a quan trong. Béi no 1a tho, nd lang
man.

Cubi cung, toi trén trong cam on qui ban doc, bénh hay chong
khong thanh van dé, vi déu tao nén duoc su himg khoi va nhi¢t
tinh trong sinh hoat tho Viét. Va qua bai viét trén day, néu co
gi khong dung, xin qui ban doc bo qua. Vi t61 cho rang, nhiing
phat biéu cua toi c6 thé khong dung bai co ai dam khang dinh
bat cir diu gi. Khi ngay ca “sy that ciing chi 1a nhitng nira su
that” (4)

Ghi chu:

1. 50 Contemporary Poets: The Creative Process, edited
by Alberta T. Turner, Longman xuat ban 1977.

2. A Poetics of Postmodernism, by Linda Hutcheon,
Routeledge, 1988.

3. “Vietnamese Print Culture and the Making of
Contemporary America: From Giai Pham Nhén Vin to
Khé 1ém”, by William B. Noseworthy

4. There are no whole truths: all truths are half-truths. It is
trying to treat them as whole truths that plays the devil.
(Alfred  North  Whitehead (1861-1947)  English

philosopher and mathematician.

Trich tho:
Ao anh

nguoi dan ong hai mwoi nam trudc, khong
nghe, khéng thdy dwoc gi tir nguoi dan
ong hai mwoi nam sau, cvr lam lii,

lam liti, lam lii, twa bong ma, va

chang hé hay biét, nguoi dan ong hai
muwoi nam truoc cing la nguoi dan ong
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hai mwoi nam sau, dang doi nhau, doi
nhau, doi nhau, nhw cdi song doi cdi
chét, rong rd, da hai mwoi nam, du
Vo' tuong van chwa dwoc viét, va dém
kich van chwa mo ra, nhitng thung rac
van chira rdc va khéng chira gi khdc.

(Tap chi Tho sb 19, tr.100)

The Black cat
Translated by J. Do Vinh

The black cat with my soul and a piece of

my rib, wakes up every morning not

washing its face, every morning not

brushing its teeth, the black cat with clay-like

eyes, opening and closing, or open

-ing and never closing, as it climbs up

and down the stairs, dragging with it my soul
and a piece of my rib, forgetting that

i had lived much darker days, since when and
why it was i had buried them in my

pocket full of allusions, gathered from

many different tales, strung together

to make up this story about the black

cat with my soul and a piece of my rib;

of course, that is the black cat with clay-like
eyes, not any other kind of eyes, even

as, the black cat climbs up and down the stairs.

Dau qué
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pha vao lii muc
tr bang dat nung
voi tay nhon cai phoi

pha voi khoi

ti tach

con mdt géc

xéch

mé trong thé gidi hai mat mét loi
(ai ¢ ngoai loi)

ve lai hinh dang da thanh quen
thoi

phay con dwong lam déi
khong biét [oi nao co dau qué

~

cu
Tan hinh thire va cau chuyén ké

Khi téi ngoi uéng ca phé ngodi 1é
duong va ké lai cdu chuyén da dwoc
ké lai, tir nhiéu doi ma doi nao

ciing giong doi nao, ma loi nao ciing

giong loi ndo, vé nguoi dan ba va
dan con nheo nhoc (noi géc phé dwoc
goi la ché chét, noi géc phé duwoc

goi la ché séng), ké nhitng dwong ké

bang than den; gay goc, xdu xi nhu
cdi béng trong tam hinh cii, nhw di
nhién hém nay ngay mai ngay méot, nhi
thé théi thi thé théi, biét dau chirng
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nhung nguoi dan ba va dan con nheo
nhdc, van ké lai cdu chuyén da dwoc
ké lai, nhw ngueoi khac da timg ké

lai, dit chdng dé lai gi ngodi cdu

chuyén da ké, boi cdu chuyén dang tir
ké lai, va khéng ai, ngay ca nguoi
dan ba va dan con nheo nhoc, buoc
ra ngodi cau chuyén da dwoc ké lai.

Nguwoi dan ba

Nguoi dan ba ngu voi nguoi dan ong

khéng phai chong ciia minh, trong can phong
khong phdai can phong cua minh, voi cdi

toi khong phai cdi toi cua minh, vao

budi t01 khéng giong budi toz nao (vao
budi toi khong khac budi t6i nao), giita
nha ga day muoi ‘mong va nudc dai
ngwa, nhai lai bt cir thir gi ¢6

thé nhai lai, boi xoa bat cir thir

@i ¢6 thé béi xba, ném vio dong

do dac cii, manh bdo cii, ké vé

néi nhoc nhan doi truy; xo chan vao

déi gudc moc, va bubc qua ngudng cira,
dé di tim ngueoi chong noi nhitng nguoi
dan ong khéng phdi chong ciia minh. Biét
thé thi. Théi thé thi. Nguwoi dan ba

danh mat qud khit, hay qua khir da
tan phai, that thiét, tie hang tram nam
trudc, rang da co mot thoi, da co,
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“mot thoi do trang xa xo6i”". Nguoi dan

ba quay got, tré vé can phong khong
phai can phong cua minh, voi cdi toi
khong phdi cai toi cua minh, dung dung,
nhuw sy that chcfng bao gio co that.

Gidi thiéu tap tho Ddu Qué ciia Khé 1ém Tom Riordan viét:

To me, this feels like the moment where the poet has arrived
somewhere else, has said goodbye to the old, and finally feels
ready to enter and inhabit something new.

So, I look forward to Khe lem's next book now too. Where has
he come to? What has he found? What will his new self say,
now that he is no longer an emigrant, but an adventurer?

Pham Kiéu Tung chuyén ra Viét ngi:

“Poi voi t6i, d6 dwong nhw la khodnh khdc ma nha tho da téi
dwoc mot noi nao khac, da noi loi chao tam biét cai xwa cii, va
cudi cung dwong nhw san sang dé bwdc vao va ngu cuw tai noi
nao do moi mée.

Vay nén vdo hic nay t6i da trong doi tdp tho ké tiép ciia Khé
Iém roi. Ong ta dd t6i dwoc noi dau? Ong da tim kiém dwoc
nhitng gi? Cdi t6i moi cua ong sé noi lén nhitng gi, khi gio day
ong khong con la mot di dan, ma la mot lang tu?”

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Khé Iem Web: thewriterspost.net

- Tdn hinh thike hanh trinh va tong két Web:
thotanhinhthuc.org
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9. Nguyén Ngoc Ngan

Nguyén Ngoc Ngan (1946-20 )

Nguyén Ngoc Ngan sinh ngay 9 thang 3 nim 1946, tai Son Tay
nay thuc Ha Noi, 1a con thtr ba trong gia dinh gom sau anh
em.

Nim 1954, ong theo gia dinh di cu vao mién Nam, trugc tién
song tai mot xo6m cua nguo1 Cong gido gan Cu Chi

Dén nam 1957, gia dinh ong chuyén vé sdng & khu nga ba Ong
Ta (nay thudc quan Tan Binh). Thoi trung hoc, Nguyén Ngoc
Ngan theo hoc truong Nguyén B4 Tong (nay 1a Trudong Trung
hoc phé thong Bui Thi Xuan) va truong Chu Vin An Saigon.
C6 thoi gian éng theo hoc kich nghé tai Truong Qudc gia Am
nhac Saigon, do do c6 mot thoi gian dugec moi1 day nhac cho
cac truong Lé Bao Tinh va Saint Thomas .

Sau khi thi d6 Tu tai, ong theo hoc Pai hoc Van khoa Saigon.
Ra truong, ong giang day ngoai ngach tai mot so truong cong
lap.

Nam 1970, Nguyén Ngoc Ngan bi goi nhap ngﬁ, thu huén tqai
Truong Bo Binh Thu Puc, man khoa ra truong cap bac Chuan
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Uy, dau tién ong duogc phan bd vé Su doan 9 Bo binh, sau vé
tiéu doan dia phuong quan tac chién ¢ quan Cai B¢, tinh Pinh
Tudng nay thugc tinh Tién Giang.

Nam 1974, 6ng dugc biét phai ong vé tiép tuc day hoc nhung
khong dugc bao lau thi dén ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975.

Sau ngay Saigon sup dd, Nguyén Ngoc Ngan ciing nhu céac si
quan khac, dng phai hoc tap cai tao hon 3 nam.

Nim 1978, ong duoc tra tu do va 1a ngudi dau tién trong gia
dinh vuot bién. Tau dén gan Malaysia thi bi canh sat so tai ban.
Tai cong hdt hoang khién tau bi song 16n danh 1at. Vo va con
trai 6ng déu chét dudi, 6ng cung nhitng nguodi sdng sot duge
chuyén den trai ty nan 6 Kota Bharu. Trong thoi gian nay, ong
sang tac tiéu thuyét dau tay Nhitng Newoi Pan Ba Con O Lai.

Ném 1979, 6ng dugc dinh cu tai Canada, ban dau 1a tai thanh
pho cang Prince Rupert, British Columbia.

Nam 1986, 6ng chuyén t6i thanh phd Toronto, Ontario va dinh
cu tai do cho toi nay.

Nguyér} Ngoc Ngan ¢6 hai doi vo. Ngu(‘ri’d'ﬁu la Lé Thi Tuyét
Lan, két hon khoang nam 1970 va da chét trong chuyén vuot
bién cung dira con dau long (sinh ndm 1974) cia hai nguoi.

Nam 1982, 6ng két hon véi co Tran Ngoc Di¢p, nam sau ho cé
¢ 4u con trai 1a Nguyén Tran Vuong Pinh. Ong c¢6 nguoi em
trai 1a nhac si Ngoc Trong, tac gia cua mot sb6 ca khiic nhu
"Buon vieong mau ao", "Dém coé don",...

Nam 1992, Thuy Nga Paris moi Nguyén Ngoc Ngan sang
Paris, Phap. Ong dén try s6 ¢ quan 13 gap ong ba T6 Van Lai.
Lan dau 6ng xuat hién trén video Paris By Night s6 17. Sau lan
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ra mat do, 6ng dugc ban giam dbc Thuy Nga d& nghi cong tac
doc quyén.

Khac véi cac MC trude d6, Nguyén Ngoc Ngan cb ging van
dung kién thirc van hoc dé 1am giau noi dung dan chuong trinh,
va khong ngimg tim kiém cac mau truyén vui dé mang lai tiéng
cuoi cho khan gia. Ngoai vai tro MC, 6ng tham gia dong gop
dan dung tiét muc, viét kich cho Paris By Night va thu am sach
no6i (audio book).

Sau khi 20 ndm cong tac cho Paris By Night, Trung tam Thuay
Nga da dac biét thuc hién riéng chuong trinh Paris By Night
107 cha dé& Nguyén Ngoc Ngan: 20 nam sdn khdu dé ghi nhan
dong gop cua ong.

Tac pham:

- Killer Cong San

- Liic gan sang (1986)

- Sén khdu cude doi (1987)

- Nuée duc (1987)

- M6t lan roi théi (1987)

- Mau co ua (1988)

- Trong quan tai buon (1988)

- Sau ldn cira khép (1988)

- Pém nhitng manh tinh (1989)

- Trén 16i mon hdu chién (1989)

- Coi déem (1990)

- Trong sdn trwong ngay dy (1990)

- Ngay buén ciing qua mau (1990)

- Dung nhan nguoi goa phu (truyén dai, 1990)
- Bién van doi cho

- Nhitng nguoi dan ba di bén toi

- Chinh khach (Van Khoa, 1996)

- Chut an tinh mong manh (Van Khoa, 1996)
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- Quay trong con léc (Vin Khoa, 1996)

- Ddu chén xwa (Vin Khoa, 1996)

- Nhin lgi mot thap nién (Van Khoa, 1996)

- Ndng qua phé cii (Van Khoa, 1996)

- Dong doi ldng [é (tap truyén ngan gém ba truyén, 1998)
- Truyén ngdn Nguyén Ngoc Ngan

- Xom dao (1999)

- The Will Of Heaven (tiéu thuyét tiéng Anh)
- Tiéng qua réo vong hon (Truyén ma)

- Ng6i mé méi dap (Truyén ma)

- Dém trong can nha hoang (Truyén ma)

- Béng ma bén cira s6 (Truyén ma)

- Chuyén xe buyt (Truyén ma)

- Can nha s6 24 (Truyén ma)

- Coi am (Truyén ma)

- Dém khong trang (Truyén ma)

- Hon vé trong gié (Truyén ma)

Trich van:
Chuyén Cii

Do1 nguoi, ai cling c6 nhiing ky niém, dau thuong hay hanh
phtc. Ky niém d6i khi chi thodng qua, mo nhat nhu ang may
bay ngang bau trdi, dé lai chut hinh anh bang khuéng. Nhung
ciing c6 khi hét sirc sau dam, dén ndi c6 thé coi 1a mot bién cb,
kha di tao thanh khtic r€ quan trong cho cudc doi. Bo 1a truong
hop ctia t6i véi cau chuyén xay ra hon 20 nim vé trude ma gid
nay ngdi ghi lai, t6i van thdy hién hién nhu méi hom qua.

Ngay 4y, mién Nam vira d6i chu dugc 3 nam, tinh hinh chinh
tri con cuc ky khat khe. ba thé chinh sach ap dung lai khong
dong nhat, moi phuong mdi t6 1a mot 1anh chia, _phat huy sang
kién ma birc ché nhan dan. T6i ¢ trai cai tao, cam to gidy tha
vao gitta nam 78, vé trinh dién S& Gido Duc Thanh Phé cho
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dung thi tuc, du biét trude s& khong dugc thu nhan tré lai nghé
cii. Khong c6 nghé nghiép bién ché, t6i chi dugc tam tra 3
thang tai Sai Gon dé thu xép di ving kinh t& méi. Thoi gian
nay, mién Nam dang 1én con sét vé phong trao vuot bién tim tu
do. Nhiing ngudi ¢ vao hoan canh cua toi, bi cong an khu vuc
theo déi va ham doa thuong xuyén thi lai cang nén néng kiém
duong bo trén. Nhitng ngudi ban ti chung t6i ngay ngay don
d4o gap nhau, dé tai chinh dem ra ban bac chi xoay quanh mot
chuyén duy nhét 12 vuot bién.

Thoi gian tréi qua nhanh, trong nhdy mat da hét han tam tru, toi
tro thanh ké séng 1au khong ho khau tai thanh phd. Giira luc
lao dao tuyét vong, khong biét ngay ndo bat ngd bi bit lai, thi
mot hom em trai t6i gidi thiéu cho t6i mot dau cau quy gia: do
1a ong An, mot nguoi dan ong tri thirc, tudi vira 50, tinh tinh
hién hoa va dung dan. Ong 1a nhan vién lau doi clia co quan
vién trg Hoa Ky trudc 75, dong thoi gop phan chuyén 4m Anh-
Phap cho hang phim Cosunam ¢ Sai Gon. Vi lam an chung véi
em toi tir sau 75, nén ong c6 long tot rii em toi cung di véi 6ng
trong chuyén vuot bién ban chinh thirc vén danh riéng cho
nguoi Hoa dang ram 1o dang ky lac do Thong cam hoan canh
bap bénh cia toi,em toi gidi thiu toi voi ong, de xem Ong co
gitp gi duoc t6i chiang? Pi ban chinh thirc luc Ay dét tién 1dm,
vi dang 1a nhitng dot ddu CO ngudi ndp téi 12 hodc 14 cay
vang, vi phdi qua nhiéu trung gian. Con gia trung binh thi it ra
cung phai 10 lwgng mot nguoi To61 méi ¢ tu ra, lam gi c6 5O
tién khong 16 ay!

Ba xa t61 ban con nho -- khi t61 di tu thi chau méi hon 1 tudi --
cho nén chi budn ban vé van, da nudi con va tiép té cho chong
1a gioi 1am rdi SO von it oi cta vo t6i lai ¢ voi dan sau may
chuyén di chui bat thanh. Con duong ban chinh thirc mua vé
béng ca chuc lugng vang, 1a diéu vuot qua su ky vong cua toi,
trir khi ¢6 mot phep la! Vay ma phep la duong nhu dang xay
den!
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Ho6m ay, mot budi tdi khoang dau thang 11, gia dinh em t6i dua
t61 lai quan bo bay mén Duyén Mai bén Chi Ling, dé gip ong
An lan dau tién. T6i lic nay dang trén chui trén nhui vi da hét
han ndp ho khau tir 1au, phai xoay du moi thtr gidy to lao dong
dé qua mat cong an khu vuc, nan néa luu lai thanh phé duoc
ngay nao hay ngay ndy. Khu vuc Cong gido t6i cu ngu lai hay
xay ra nhimg vu bat bd bi mat, vi nhitng tin dén vé céc to chirc
Phuc Qudc -- ca that 13n gia -- lam lién luy dén kha nhiéu
nguoi vo can. Trudc nam 75, t6i c6 day mot it gio tai 2 truong
tu thuc Cong gido 1a trung hoc Quang Minh ¢ nha tho Vinh
Son duong Tran Qudc Toan, va trung hoc Saint Thomas trén
duong Truong Minh Giang. Nha thd Vinh Son 1a noi phat khéi
vu ndi day chong chinh quyén dau tién, sau 30 thang 4 nam 75,
va linh myc Nguyén Quang Minh bi bat ngay sau d6. Cha
Vang ¢ truong Saint Thomas cling dé bi bat, vi nghe don bi vu
cao co giau vu khi trong khuén vién truong hoc. Khi toi ¢ trai
céi tao vé, cong an ¢ goi toi ra va tham van vé quan hé ciia toi
v6i hai vi linh myc nay. Co thé d6 chi la nhiing cau hdi thu tuc
vé 1y lich, nhung ciing 1am t6i hét strc lo so, boi xa hoi khong
c6 luat phap rd rang. Mot khi cong an nghi ngo, thi sém mudn
gi cling vao ti. Béi vdy, toi cang non néng mudn trén di.

Té6i hom Ay, gip ong An ¢ nha hang, toi bang hoang xtic dong
khi 6ng cho biét 6ng sin long dong tién cho vo chong toi di
cing chuyén véi 6ng va em toi. Nghia 1a ong cho t6i vay 20
luong vang, qua My di 1am tra lai. Vo chong t6i chi can gop 5
luong cho dira con ma thdi! Toi nhu nguoi di trén may, budn
ngil gip chiéu manh, khong ngd doi minh ¢6 luc gip qui nhan
dé dang nhu thé nay! Di nhién, qua trung gian em trai toi, ong
An méi dam tin 12 t6i s& tra 6ng sau khi dén Hoa Ky. Nhung du
sao di nira, viéc 6ng giup mot nguoi xa la nhu t6i, trong hoan
canh nay, phai coi la mot phep la ma t61 khong mudng tuong
truge dugc, nhét 1a ¢ thoi ky gao chau cui qué nam 78. Ba An
ngdi canh chong chi cudi hién hoa khong c6 ¥ kién gi Lic d6
ba 39 tudi, thua chong hon 10 tudi. Sau dira con, dira nao ciing
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xinh xdn va ngoan hién. Sau d6, t6i con dugc biét thém. Ong
An cho t&1 18 nguodi vay tién di, tong cong la gan 200 lugng
vang!

Nhimg ngay h01 hop tré1 qua rat cham, t6i noén nong chi sg
chuyén bit tric xdy ra trudc khi 1én duong. Toi van hing hai
tham gia cong tac thuy loi tai dia phwong, hodc tu nguyén day
16p bd tac van hoa ban dém trong t6 dan phd, dé tranh su chi y
cia cong an khu vyc. Song song voi nhiing viéc do, toi 4m
tham mua gidy to, liy tén gia, hoc n6i dam cau tleng Hoa, va
cudi cung ra di vao mot ngay cubi nam khi song bién dang gam
thét dir doi ngoai khoi.

Khi nhiing chiéc ghe nhé dua ngudi ra thuyén 16n & Kién Hoa,
thi mot chuyén bat ngd xay ra: cong an cung véi chi ghe doc
danh sach 18n tau, va quyét dinh bo lai 17 ngudi da dong tién,
trong d6 co toan bd gia dinh em trai toi gdm 4 ngudi. Em trai
t01 la ngud1 gioi thiCu toi di, vay ma phut chot lai bi ¢ lai! Toi
Ién tau, hét stc hoang mang, ngd ngo linh cam trudc 1a s& co
chuyén chang lanh trén cudc hanh trinh diy song gio sip t6i.
Tau di ban chinh thirc chi dugc mét loi thé 1a khong so bi bit ¢
bén hen, nhung ludn ludn chd qla trong tai, c6 chuyén vira ra
t6i clra bién da chim. Chiéc thuyén gd t6i di nom rat mong
manh, ma chi tAu va cong an chit 1én ti hon 300 nguoi, c¢b
nhét cang nhiéu cang tdt dé thu vang tbi da. Ho gach tén bo lai
17 nguoi, dé thay vao bang nhitng hanh khach khéac bang long
nop nhiéu vang hon. Py 14 loai tau danh c4 c6 ham chira nudc
da dé udp ca, bay gid dugce don sach dé dua nguoi vuot bién
Hon 100 nguoi dan 6ng ching ti bi don xudng ham, cdm
khong dugce leo 1€n, va chi c6 moi cai cira vudng ¢ gilra tau dé
ngdy ngay bén trén ném thirc an xudng. Pan ba con nit thi dugc
ngdi ¢ tAng trén ciing vai than nhan cua chu tau va tai cong. C6
nghia 1a tuo luc budc chan xuong tau, toi khong dugce lién lac
v6i vo con nira. Toi khong biét, trong sé hon 100 ngudi dan
6ng ngdi dudi ham tau, co bao nhiéu nguoi Viét; chi nghe tiéng

161



HUYNH AI TONG

chuyén van chung quanh toan la tleng Hoa. Ong An véi 3 cau
con trai tudi tir 14 t6i 18, ngdi duoi ham bén canh t6i. Vo ong
cung cd con gai dau long 19 tudi, dua ap Gt 13 va dira con at 3
tudi ¢ trén boong cung véi vo con toi Vi la nguoi Viét, khong
dam tranh cai voi dai da 56 nguoi Hoa, chung t61 bi don vao
cudi him tau, ng01 chiu trn tai chd, nudc lic nao ciing ngap tur
that lung tré xudng, va c6 khi 1én t6i nguc. Thire an ciing it khi
dén luot minh, vi nhitng nguoi ngdi gan cira ldy hét, 1au lau
méi quang vo phia ching t6i cai banh tét hay 6 banh mi da
cing nhu thanh cui Tuy vay, ai cling ty an i la cudc hanh trinh
s& khong 1au, cb gang chiu dung vai ngay 1a toi bén, tha hd
thong dong.

Sang dén ngay tht tu, roi thir ndm, tit ca déu mét moi vi con
thuyén nho bi séng nhdi lién tuc. Nude bién ri vao ham tiu mdi
lac mot nhidu hon, ma chfmg ai buén muc timg thung d6 ra
ngoai nhu hai hém dau. Chd toi ng01 cang ngay cang thé tham
hon. Nudc ngap téi nguc, ma rac rén lai ndi 1énh bénh chung
quanh, La banh chung banh tet, vo quit, vo buoi cung cac thir
linh tinh khong tén, tr61 vat vo, chang ai thém vot ma dem
quang xudng blen Vi qua chat choi, di chuyen rat kho khan,
nén ai cling ngoi i tai chd, dung 1én khong néi, di tleu luon chd
minh ngdi cho tién. Trong ham tau, chung 61 mat hét y niém
thoi gian, khong ngay hay dém, cting chang biét tau dang chay
hay dimg tai chd. Dén ngay tht niam, vi néng birc qia, co
nguoi ngop tho ngat xiu dudi ham, tai cong méi cho khoét mot
ci 16 vuong moi bé hon mot gang tay ngay trén dau toi, nghia
13 phia duéi tau, dé 1ay khong khi tir trén lua xudng cho hon
100 ngudi phia dudi Vi an nhan cua t6i, 6ng An va céc con, lic
dau con noi chuyén voi t6i, sau mét qua, ai cling nhdm mit dyua
vao nhau ma sdng cho qua cudc hanh trinh dai 1é thé.

Budc sang ngay thir bay, budi sang tinh mo, chic chua dén 6
gi0, to1 dang thiu thiu ngu, thi nghe co tiéng goi nho:
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- Anh Ngan Anh Ngan oi!

T6i giat minh ngo ngéc ngude nhin 1én, thi thdy ba xi t6i thd
mat qua cai 16 thong hoi dé tim toi. Toi khong nhan ra mat vo
t6i vi troi con ti tham, nhung nho giong noi toi biét vo t6i can
gip t6i co chuyén khan cap. Toi hdi hop tim cach dung day
Tau chat nich, lai thém da gﬁn mot tudn ngéi mdt chd, hai chan
té cirng dudi 16p nudc man, toi loanh quanh kha 1au méi dung
1én dugc. May cho t6i 1a quanh t61 moi ngudi con dang ngu ca.
Chir néu ho thtre thi t6i kho 1ong di chuyén, vi ho sé 16i lai va
di dau toi bat ngdi xudng. Ba x4 tdi giuc nho nho:

- Lén di anh! Lén dai di! Chui 16 thong hoi nay 1én di!

Toi lo léng nhin quanh. Lic ay t61 con gdy yéu lam. Thoi gian
& trai cai tao bi s6t rét nang, kéo dai 21 ngay, budc di phai nho
ngudi vin, ban bé cung t6 cir tuong t6i 1a sip phai dem toi di
chon trén do6i tranh & Bu Gia Map. Gid nay vuot bién, t6i van
chua lai strc, moi chi 1én can dugc chut it. Nha to6i lai bao:

- Pém qua bdo 16n. Cai 4o ciia con bi rach tung rdi bay mat. N6
phéi cd1 tran ca dém lanh tim cd nguoi. Anh 1€én mdt chut di!

Nghe nhéc dén dira con hon 4 tudi, toi ving dimg 1én, budc dai
qua vao ngudi dang ngdi ngu, r0i chui lién 18n, céi 16 nho, phai
lach nguoi khé khan, lam tray sut ca hai vai, nhung t61 khong
c6 cam giac gi lac d6. Tir hom 1én tau, toi van mac cai jacket
nylon ctia Khong Quan ngay trude va chiéc quan tdy mau vang
dyc. Luc ngdi, di nhién phai coi hét nat quan, kéo fermeture
xudng cho thoai mai. Baygio ding ddy, vo1i va dung hai tay du
1én khoi ham tau, ©0 nguoi nao do da nam ong quan toi1 kéo lai,
1am t6i chi con mdi cai quan dui khi 1én t6i tang trén. Troi mua
khong ndng hat lam nhung gio bién thoi phan phat trong
khong gian mo tdi To6i cai xuéng 6m dira con dang run cam
cap. Nha t61 uu tu bao:
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- Tau sap dam mat, anh a!

T6i ddo mit nhin quanh sau sdu ngay bay dém chui trong bong
t61 dudi hdm. Chi mot phut sau, t6i nhan ra ngay 1a minh sap
chét! Vo t6i noi diing. La boi vi, khi & dudi ham, t6i cir tudng
tau dang chay Hoa ra tau bi bo neo dau tai chd sudt ca dém rdi,
mic cho gi6 mua va séng dir cudi nam vui dap. Tuy cing &
trén tau, nhung nhimg tin tirc bén trén khéng duoc thong bao
cho ngudi dudi ham biét, so gay canh ndo loan, dim dap 1én
nhau. Béi vay, t0i hoan toan khong biét gi ca, cho dén bay gio
leo 1én méi thdy kinh hoang, T6i nhin lai phia budng may. Mot
canh tuong hai hung va thé luong: khong c6 tai cong, khong cod
ngudi phu may. Chiéc tau khoéng ngudi 1ai ci bap bénh
nghiéng ngira theo tung dot S(')ng khong 16 dua vao, ddy ra, pho
mac sinh mang may trdm nguoi cho dai duong. V6i strc song
nhu thé nay, t61 biét chic tau siap vo. Pan ba con nit, nguoi
dung ngudi ngdi 16 nhd, quén ca cai wot lanh, nhén nhac hoi
nhau, khong biét phai lam gi trong hoan canh tuyét vong nay.

Ba xa t61 bao:
- Tai cong bo tau tur nira dém 161!

Bay 810 t61 moi hiéu dau dudi cau chuyén. Pém qua, khi
thuyén chung t61 vao con cach bo Mé Lai khoang nura cay 50,
thi ¢ tau canh sat Ma Lai ra du01 Roi ho dung may ciy dai
lién va dén pha trén bo ban ra xbi xa. Mudi may nguoi tai cong
cung voi than nhan chu ghe deo phao nhay xudng boi vao, noi
la dé diéu dinh roi s& ra dwa tiu vo. Nhung rdi ho di ludn,
khong ai trd lai! Nguoi ngoai khoi ctr dgi. Nguoi da 1én bo thi
bé mic. Pan ba con nit trén boong khong ai biét 1ai tiu Hon
100 ngudi ngdi dudi ham thi twdong tau van dang chay binh
thuong! Toi biét minh sip chét, nhung ¢b lam ra vé binh tinh
bdo con to1:

164



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

- Con oi! Pang nao tau cling sap chim. Bay gi¢ con 6m lay co
ba, dé ba nhay xudng bién khoi, boi vao...

T6i khong biét boi. Ma c6 biét thi cling khong con stc, boi bd
& qua xa, t6i cd nhudng mét nhin ma chi thiy 1o md trong mua.
Dtra con trai hon 4 tudi, quin chiéc khan quanh ngudi wét dim
tir dau xudng chan, run ldy bay nhin t6i im ling gat ddu. Duong
nhu n6 ciing linh cam thy chuyén chang lanh sap dén, cho nén
chi nhin t6i chia sé¢. Quanh t61, ¢6 vai cai binh nylon dung nudc
ngot da ubng hét, nam lin 16c trén san. T6i ndm ban tay lanh
ngat clia vo toi va bao:

- Em 13y céi binh nylon, 6m vao nguoi roi nhay xudng. May ra
song danh vao bo! Tha nhdy xudng trude, chir dé tau v thi kho
1ong ma sdng duoc, vi ca trim ngudi s& niu chat ldy nhau va
cung chét hét!

Vo t0i nhin t6i bang anh mat ly biét, dua tay 1am dau doc kinh.
T6i va con trai toi ciing lam ddu Thanh gia va cau xin Chiia che
chd trong con nguy khén. To6i vira dua cho vo t01 cai binh
nylon, chua kip noi gi thém thi mét dot séng vi dai 4 ap to1, lam
chiéc tau lat ngang, vo tung buong lai ¢ ting trén. Tleng nguoi
dong thanh kéu ru 1én, bi tleng gim ciia séng at di Budng may,
kinh ctra s6, mui tu, mai gd boc ton va bao nhiéu thir ngdn
ngang trén tu déu rung hét xudng bién, kéo theo qlia nira hanh
khach gdm dan ba va tré em. Toi té 1an trén san tau trong khoi
nudc man khong 10 vira ap toi, doi tay quo’ quang bam viu bat
ctr thtr gi dé song con. Tu gidy phut ay, to1 khong con nhin lai
dugc vo toi 1an nao nita! Ptra con t6i cling vudt khoi tay toi va
ving xudng bién. Toi niu duge mot soi gidy nao do trén tau,
nén chi bi ving mat d6i mat kinh cir chua roi han xudng nudc.
Nhung ngay sau do, t61 chwa kip hoan hén, chua kip dimg
ving thi 16p song khong 16 vira day v bo, lai rat ra manh hon,
lam tau lat ngang mot lan nita ra phia ngoai, va lan nay trén
boong tau khong con sét lai mot ai. Tat ca déu rung xudng
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bién. Nhimng 16p van, 16p kinh va nhiing gi chua v& qua dot
song trudc, lan nay tan tanh hét. Nhung dau don hon ca la
chiéu tau chim dan xudng day blen ma him tau lai chua bé, cho
nén hon 100 nguoi dan ong ngdi véi toi sudt tuan 18 vira qua,
déu chét ngdp het trong ham, trong d6 c¢6 ca cha con éng An,
ngudi da dong tién cho gia dinh toi di!

Téi rét xubng bién, cb ging ving Vay theo ban ning sinh ton,
mic dau khong biét boi. Trén mat bién bao la, song nh01 khung
khiép, t6i thay tung mang go that 1on cta véan tau, roi thung
phuy, va li, n6i niéu, 40 quan, thing gao va hang chuc thir do
13t vat khac troi ndi theo trién song, doi khi lao vao mat minh.
Pan ba con nit ngup 1én 13n xudng, ban 14y nhau ma cing chét.
T6i udng no nude, chim sau xudng, dung phai bao nhiéu xac
ngudi con bau chit khong roi nhay Tdi nin hoi ngoi 1én dugc
mot chit dé tho, rdi lai bi song cubn di khong dinh dugc
phuong huéng. La nguoi Cong gido trong lac 1am chung, t61 cb
gang doc kinh sam héi dé chuan bi lia doi1. Doc kinh, nhung
khong cam tri tap trung dugce. Toi uét tc 1am, boi thdy minh
chét tuc tudi o tudi 32 sau khi da kinh qua bao nhiéu nam gian
kho. Ngay con trong quan doi, may nam tac chién, toi da ké
can tir than ma tai sao khong chét ngay trén chién truong cho
xong? To6i nhé mot 1an hanh quan ¢ Cai Bé, toi dimg dudi
duong muong bén gdc xo0ai, VC tir canh déng trudéc mat ban
dan phao trang ngon xoai chd t6i dimg, miéng ving tung toe,
lam bay mat cdy stng Colt t61 dang deo bén hong va cat dut soi
gidy 6ng lién hgp may truyén tin PRC 25 61 dang noi chuyén
v6i B6 Chi Huy Hanh Quan. Liic dy t6i thiy s minh con 16n
lam, chi bi trﬁy sat nhe & bén dui! Rdi khi & trai cai tao Song
B¢, to1 lai bi sot rét ning né dén kiét stc, tuong khong con
song ndi t6i ngay duoc tha Ve Véy ma cting khong sao! t61 uat
trc tur hot tai sao vuoc bién gin dén noi thi lai chét? Thé roi toi
ubng no nudce, dudi sirc khéng ving vay ndi, danh budng xudi
tay chim xudng day bé, khong biét gi nita!
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Khi t6i tinh lai trén bo, thdy minh ndm sap trén ddng xac chét
ngdn ngang. Nude oc tir trong bung ra gitp toi hdi sinh. T6i
mo mang tuéng minh dang nam chiém bao. Dura con trai 13
tudi ctia 6ng An chay lai 16i t61 ddy va noi:

- Cht Ngan oi! Tinh day! Tinh day! Ddm tau, cht Ngan oi!

To1 ngo ngac nhin nd, chua nhan ra ai boi qiia dudi suc va vi
khong c6 mat kinh. Thang bé lay t61 va nhac lai:

- Cha Ngan oi! Dam tau! Ba chau, chi chau v6i 3 nguoi anh
cua chau chét hét roi! Vo chu véi con chu cling chét ca roi!

To6i vung dung day, dua mat nhin quanh. Linh Ma Lai dang
quay nhitng ngudi song sot vao gbc dira. Ho cing nhu 61 1a
nhimg nguoi duge song day vao bd va may mén thoat khoi tur
than. Nhung ho khong dugc phép clru nhiing nguoi bi ngdp
nudc nhu t61 Néu dugc cap clu, t6i tin chac trong dam nguoi
nam kia, it 1im cling c¢6 ca chuc nguoi song day. Linh Ma Lai
khong cho ctru la boi vi nhimg ké xa la va bat nhan Ay dang 16t
quan 4o nguoi chét dé 1ay vang va dollars gidu trong gau quén,
gau 4o, cO 4o, vat 40. Moi cua xong, ho 161 xac chet tap trung
lai mot chd chd xe mang di chon tap thé. Tbi tir gbe dira bo i,
tim trong d4m 97 cai xac, thdy con trai t6i da chét han. Toi bé
chau 1én va nhén ra van tau hodc ghénh da di danh v& tran con
t61, con dé lai mdt vét dai that ro. Con vo toi thi song bién danh
troi di mét, khong tim dugc xac!

Moi chuyén dién ra chi trong chép nhoang. Ngoai kia, bién van
am am gio thét, chi thay song x6 chap chung, khong con diu
tich gi cua chiéc thuyén dinh ménh. H6m sau, tir trai tam cu,
chung toi dugc dua tro lai bii bién, tha bo doc xudng hudng
Théai Lan, tim thém duoc mot s xac chét nita, nhung cling
khong thiy vo toi. Tong s6 161 ngudi chét, chi vao bd duoc
khoang 100 cai x4c, phan con lai bj song dua di mat tich. C
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hai nha su Ma Lai gbc Hoa dem vai va nhang dén lam 1& cu
siéu trude khi linh Ma Lai dem chon tap thé.

Trén bai bién M3 Lai dai thim tham t6i ding chan, ngdi dudi
hang dura trong ra dai duong, nao nao muong tugng lai ching
duong d3 qua. Nhé nhimng budi sang Chua Nhat vo toi 1én thim
& Khu Tiép Tan truong Bo Binh Thu Pirc. Roi nhitng lan tir
thanh phd xudng mién Tay cho t6i ¢ hau ctr tiéu doan. Khi sinh
con dau long, t6i tir don vi hanh quan, khong kip thay quéan
phuc, véi va don xe vé thim & bao sanh vién Puc Chinh trén
duong Cao Thang. Nhé hon nita 1a nhitng 1an vo t6i ganh qua
nang triu di tiép té cho t6i trong trai cai tao, bing ngang 17 ciy
s6 dudng rimg tir thi xd Phudc Binh vao Bu Gia Map. Tat ca
déu da qua di, chi con lai mat nuéc ménh moéng xanh tham
trudc mit, ting cudn mat bao nhiéu xac ngudi dong huong trén
hanh trinh tim tu do!

Vo t6i mat di & tudi 26, sau nhitng thang ngay vét va vi chong.
Lay t6i khi t61 dé vao quén doi, thuong xuyén xa nha, vo to1
cling glong nhu bao nhiéu nguoi dan ba khac trong thoi khoi
lira, chang may khi duoc gan chong. Khi toi duoc biét phai ve
lai B6 Gido Duc, day hoc tai Sai Gon, da tudng vo chong co
thé sdng doi dan sy yén on lau dai, nao ngo chi hon mdt ndm
sau thi mat nudc, bat dau cudc sdng mai lao dao gap boi. Poan
duong tram luan 4y, co ngd dau rat cude lai két thic bi tham
bapg cai chét trén dai duong cung voi dira con dau long hon 4
tuoi!

T6i tin chéc cai chét ciia vo t6i da lam thay doi han cudc sdng
ctia t6i. Néu noi theo niém tin thiéng liéng, thi chinh vo toi da
clru toi vao phut choét, trude khi ¢am tau. Bang chimg 1a hon
100 ngudi dan 6ng ngdi chung véi t6i dudi ham tau déu chét ca
vi ngdp nudc. Em 61 -- nguoi gioi thiéu toi cho 6ng An -- néu
di cung t6i chuyén 4y, chic chin ciing d3 bo xac trén dai
duong. Nho bi bo lai, nira ndm sau, em t6i cung gia dinh vuot
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bién thanh cong va gip lai toi tai Vancouver, Canada vao giita
nim 80. Ba An va hai dtra con nhdé dugc séong danh vao bo
thoat chét, di dinh cu & Texas, toi van lién lac cho dén khi tra
xong 20 luong vang chdng ba cho t6i vay.

Bién cb hai hung cua chuyén tiu dinh ménh lam t6i cang virng
tin réng doi nguoi co sy sép dat cua dinh ménh, hay no6i theo
dtrc tin Cong gido, thi do 1a sy an bai cua Thién Chua. Con do
roi mat d6! Kiép nguoi mong manh nhu chiéc bach giira dong,
cho nén cac cu ngay xua thudng vi 1a cudc phu thé nhéan sinh.
Vo con t6i chét trudc mat téi Hon 160 ngudi chét ngay bén
canh t61 Ma mot ke yéu dudi nhu t6i lai song sot! Do phai la
quyen ning cia Thién Chia chwa mudn t6i lia tran. Luc ngo1
trén tau ong An thuong tdm sy voi toi: nhitng ngay gan mat
nuéc, gia dinh ong da co thé di My dé dang, bai ong lam viée
cho co quan vién trg Hoa Ky sudt hai muoi nim. Nhung 6ng
théy minh tudi da 16n, mudn o lai _qué nha khi dat nude hét
chién chinh, nén ong tir khudc quyén loi di tin ma nguoi My
danh cho ong. Ba ndm sau, dat nu6c qua 1am than, ma chién
tranh van khong dit. Cac con dng chuan bi bude vao tudi nghia
vu quan sy phuc vu cudc xam ling Kampuchia, thic diy ong
phai ra di Nam 75 ong tir chdi di tan bang may bay. Nam 78
6ng phai trén bang thuyén, dé rdi chinh ban than éng cung véi
4 dtra con 16n déu chét ca!

C6 thé do nhitng suy nghi vé cudc doi sau chuyén hai hanh
khiing khiép ma toi thoat nan chi trong dudng to k& toc, toi bat
dau 6 nhing thay doi 16n trong tam tu. Toi tré nén d& tinh, it
chap nhat va khong nudi 1ong thi ghét véi bat cir ai. Toi tim
nguyén rang cudc doi minh, hé lam duogc dleu gi cho cong
dong, cho xi hoi, cho tha nhan, t6i déu c¢b gang dé dén dap lai
phép la ctia Chua di ctru t6i trén bién.

Nhitng ngay trong ving & trai ti nan Ma lai cho di dinh cu, toi
suy nghi nhiéu vé nira thé ky trAm luén cua dit nuéc, va nhan
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ra mot diéu don gian rang: trong xa hoi Viét Nam ngudi dan ba
mGi chinh 1a thanh phin chju nhidu gian truan nhit, thoi chién
tranh cling nhu thoi hau chién. Cam thong cai thyc té chua xot
iy, cung v6i ndi nhé thuong ngudi vo méi mat, tdi bat dau viét
truyén dai "Nhitng nguoi dan ba con ¢ lai" trong 3 thang ¢ trai
tam cu. Cudn sach ddu tién 4y, tuy k¥ thuit chua cao, nhung
chira dung nhiéu cam xuc. N6 1a bac thém thtr nhit, 1a nac
thang khoi dau, dé rdi tir d6 dén nay t6i da c6 dwoc gan 30 tac
pham xuét ban.

Hai muoi nam da qua, trén mit bao chi Viét ngi, toi chua hé
viét lai nhimg dong nay dé mo ta ti mi cai chét cua vog toi voi
dira con dau long. Tuy vy, tu tham sau, t61 van tin chic mot
diéu rang chinh cai chét cta vo t6i ¢ md ra cho t6i mot canh
clra moéi t6i chua hé du tru trong qua khir. D6 1a thé gisi vin
chuong ma t6i miét mai theo dudi cho dén hom nay.

(Thang 4-2000)

Ngueoi ta khen nha vian Nguyén Ngoc Ngan ciing nhiéu ma ché
ciing khong it trong vai tro MC, béi vi Nguyén Ngoc Ngan la
nguoi ngudi noi tiéng trong may thdp nién qua vé vin chwong
cing nhuw nghé thudt, ong tro thanh nguoi cua cong chung,
phai nghi nhw cong chung, phai lam nhw cong chung ... nhw
Linh Nam trong vé cdi lwong “San khdu vé khuya” ciia soan
gia Nam Chau vay.

Do la cai gia phai tra cho nhitng nguwoi noi tieng, nhirng nguoi
cua cong chung.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nguyén Ngoc Ngan Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Chuyén cii Web: vietmessenger.com
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10. Nguyén Tuong Bach

Nguyén Twong Bach

Nguyén Tudng Béch, sinh ndm 1948 tai Thira Thién, Hué.

Nam 1967-1971, 6ng du hoc tai Cong Hoa Lién Bang Puc, tdt
nghiép k¥ su xay dung.

Néam 1975-1979, nghién ctru va bao v¢ thanh cong luan an tién
si nganh vat ly tai Dai hoc Stuttgard.

Tt nam 1979-1992, 6ng la Giam ddc kinh gloanh cho tap doan
ABB tai Duc, tdp doan nay c6 co s¢ san xuat va kinh doanh tai

MY, chuyén san xuat thiét bi bién thé dién.

Tir 1992-2010, 6ng 1a Giam dbc mot cong ty chuyén xuat khau
cac thiét bi cong nghiép tai Puc qudc.

Néam 2010, nghi huu, tré vé Viét Nam sinh séng, sang tac va
giang day.
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La mot Phat tu, 6ng 6 dip du lich nhiéu noi trén thé gidi, nhat
la nhiing nudc noéi tleng vé tdm linh nhu An d6, Mién Dién,
Tay Tang, Trung Qudc, Ai Cép ...

Tac pham:

- Dém qua sdn trudc mot canh mai

- Ludi troi ai dét (tiéu luan, Tré)

- Muii hwong tram (Ky su, Tré)

- Méng doi bat tuyét (tuy but, Vian Nghé )

- Puong xa ndng méi (H6i Nha Vin, 2012)
- Con dwong may trang

- Dao cua vat ly

- Déi dién cudc doi

- Su tir tuyét bom xanh.

Trich van:
Chan khong diéu hiru

Tt mét tinh trang khong c6 gi, phi thoi gian khong gian, khong
can mot nguyén nhan ‘ngoai lai, co mot sy bung nod, phat ra
nang lugng va vat chat. Do 1a hiéu ung dugc ménh danh la
“hiéu tng lugng ti”, xuat phat tir sy ting giam khong déu cua
nang luong. N6i tom gon, vil tru la két qua cua mot sy sang tao
ma khong c6 nguoi sang tao.

Trong nam 2010 co hai bién c6 dic biét thu hut sy chi ¥ cia
gi61 khoa hoc. Thang 9.2010, nha vat Iy hoc ltimg danh Stephen
Hawking luan giai mot cach chung cudc rang vii tru xudt phat
tir chan khong, vii try phét sinh khong can dén mot déng sang
tao. Thang 12.2010, Co quan Quan tri Hang khong va Khong
gian NASA thong bdo phat hién cua ba Felisa Wolfe-Simon,
trong do nguoi ta tim thdy mot hinh thai méi cia su séng,
khong giéng voi cdu tric ma con ngudi biét dén.
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Hai bién c6 khoa hoc ndy 1am nhimng ai quan tim khong thé
khong lién tudng dén nhitng luan dé co ban ctia Phat gido trong
vil try va thé gidi hién tuong.

Trong tic phdm méi xuat ban The Grand Design, nha vat 1y 68
tudi Stephen Hawking viét rang, cac 1y thuyét vat Iy méi nhat
cho théy vil try cua ching ta da tu hinh thanh. Truodc khi vii tru
thanh hinh thi chi 1a mot sy tréng rong, nhung tinh sang tao noi
tai trong cai “Khong” d6 da hinh thanh vii try. Hawking thay
“khong can thiét” phai c6 mot Thuong dé, mot ding sang tao
dé tao dung nén vii tru.

Tt mét tinh trang khong c6 gi, phi thoi gian khong gian, khong
can mot nguyén nhan ‘ngoai lai, c6 mot sy bung nd, phat ra
nang lugng va vat chit. D6 1a hiéu ung dugc ménh danh la
“hiéu tng luong tt”, xuat phat tir sy ting giam khong déu cua
nang lugng. Noi tom gon, vii try 1a két qua cia mot sy sang tao
ma khong c6 nguoi sang tao.

Véi nhan thtrc nay, Hawking da tir chdi ¢6 mot dang sang tao
vil try. Nhan thirc nay khong dé chap nhan tai phuong Tay, ké
ca trong gidi khoa hoc vat ly. Ly do khong phai 1a cac nha vat
Iy kia tin mu quang noi mot Thuong dé toan ning ma ho ¢
nhimng 1y 1& hét sirc vitng chic khac. D6 1a thé gidi cua ching ta
qué ky di€u, ro rét 1a vii tru dugc ciu tao duong nhu cé chu
dich 1a s€ co y thuc tdn tai trong d6. Nguoi ta da xac dinh mot
loat cac thong sb trong Thai duong hé va thay rang chi cin mot
thong s6 léch di mot chut 1a da khong thé c6 doi song loai
nguoi trén trai dat. Mat troi chi can 16n hon mot chit, thanh
phan cia cac hanh tinh chi khac di mot chat, khong c6 sy hién
dién ctia mit trang... 1a khong thé c6 loai ngudi. Xac suat dé y
thirc xuat hién 14 qué nho, gan nhu bang khéng. Thé ma van c6
y thirc cao cép xuét hién dé chiém nghiém nguoc lai vé vil tru.
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Mot khi dd ¢6 mot vii try van hanh hoan hao nhu thé, khi ¢6
mot su sang tao tuyét diéu thi can phai co ngudi sang tao co ¥
thirc, hay phai c6 “Thuong dé”. Thé nhung ciing chinh céc nha
khoa hoc theo quan niém sang tao ciing phan van, néu c6
Thuong dé toan ning thi lam sao 1y giai duoc nhiing canh tan
bao, bat cong trong thé gidi cua con ngudi. D6 14 mot nan dé
ctia mon ban thé hoc trong vat 1y hién dai.

Nhén thic cia Hawking cho rang vil tru xudt phat tir chan
khong béng mot su van dong tu thé. C6 su sang tao nhung
khong c6 ngudi sang tao. Nhan thirc nay phan nao 1y giai tinh
chat ky diéu cta vii try nhung khong dé hiéu. N6 kho hiéu ¢
chd 1a nhan thirc nay tir chdi mot tw ngd lam chu cho mot hanh
dong. C6 hanh dong nhung khong c6 nguoi hanh dong. Nhan
thirc nay tuy xa la voi phuong Tay nhung n6 1la mot cach phat
biéu cua thuyét vo nga trong dao Phat.

Bién c¢6 thtr hai trong nam 2010 13 bai bao cao cta ba Felisa
Wolfe-Simonl (NASA Astrobiology Institude, USA) va cong
su vé mot cai nhin khac vé hinh thai cua su séng, nhan dip
kham pha mét loai vi sinh vat dugc cu tao hoan toan khac vai
quan niém hién nay. Theo cac Iy thuyét sinh hoc hién nay, moi
hinh thai htru co trén trai dat va ca ngoai trai dat chi dugc xay
dung voi 6 nguyén té: carbon, hydro, nitrogen, oxy, sulfur (luu
huynh) va phosphorus (phét pho). Tt nhing té bao gian don
nhat, don bao, song trong moi trudng hiém khi hay khong co6
anh sang cho dén chung loai cao cap loai ngudi déu chi gom 6
nguyén t6 d6 ma thoi. Nay Wolfe-Simon chimg minh rang da
cO sinh vat khong chira phosphorus ma chtra arsenic (thach
tin). Vi arsenic, vi sinh vat nay cling tang trudng tuong ty nhu
cac vi sinh vt khac.

Phat hién nay xem ra khong quan trong trong doi song binh
thuong, nhu:ng trong nganh sinh vat hoc dia cau va ngoai dia
cau, n6 gy “chin dong manh liét”. Ngudi ta bung tinh thiy
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rang lau nay nganh sinh hoc quan niém vé sy sdng mot cach
han hep, ty dua ra han ché trong dinh nghia vé hinh thai cua sy
song. Nguoi ta thy ring phai tir b6 han ché d6 va can tim hleu
lai su song ngay trén trai dat nay. Khi d6, v6i nghién ctru vé su
sdng ngoai hanh tinh, ngudi ta hy vong s& md rong hon tam
nhin va kham pha nhiing hinh thai song khong thé ngd t6i.
Thuec té 1 arsenic hién hitu nhiéu trong nhitng mai truong cuc
lanh, “linh dong” hon phosphorus va vi vay dé sinh ra su séng
hon. Do d6 khi xem arsenic 12 mot nguyén t6 cua su sdng hiru
co, ngudi ta ¢ nhidu hy vong hon s& tim thiy sy song khac
trong vu truy.

Bai bao cdo vé vi sinh vat nay tuy ¢ tinh chat rat chuyén mén
nhung that ra da tao nén mot niém trién vong va phan khich
moi. Do 1a con nguoi chi thay rang minh chi 12 mot hinh thai
trong v s6 hinh thai cta sy song. Dleu nay lam ta nho toi khai
niém “Diéu hitu” trong dao Phat. Sy ton tai (hiru) 1a v6 tan, sb
luong ctia thé gidi va ciia cac loai sinh vat, tir don gian dén cao
cap, 1a vo tan. C6 thé con ngudi mot ngay kia s& dén chd thira
nhan 13 sy séng c6 nhiitng hinh thai hoan toan khac han, khong
phai chi gdm 6 nguyén to ma nhiéu hon han. Ciing c6 thé
nguoi ta sé dén v6i nhan thirc 1a tu tudng va tinh cam ciing 1a
mot dang cua su sdng ma “thdn” cua chung khong phai 1a cac
yéu td “vat chat” ma 1a nhiing song tuong ty nhu nhiing song
dién tir. Cudi cung khi con nguoi nhan thay doi sdng 13 nhat
thé, va moi hinh thai cta no, tir vt chit dén phi vat chét, déu la
nhitng “phép” vo nga, vo thuong, khi do khoa hoc tam goi 1a s€
ddng quy voi Phat gio.

Déng chu bién cudc khdo cuu, gido su Paul Davies thudc
Arizona State University va Vién Sinh hoc Khong gian cua
NASA, n6i v61 BBC News2: “Vao lic nay chung ta khong biét
su song chi 1a mot tai nan ngau nhién xay ra trén trai dat, hay
do 1a mot phan clia mot tién trinh sinh hoa tu nhién qua do su
séng xuat hién ¢ bat ky dau c6 diéu kién trén trai dat”. Davies

175



HUYNH AI TONG

ung hd quan niém “... sy séng xuat hién ¢ bat ky dau co diéu
kién nhu trai dat” va didu nay rat phu hop voi quan niém
Duyén khéi ciia dao Phat, tirc 1a cho rang hé c6 diéu kién nhu
nhau thi su sdng phat sinh nhu nhau chir mot hién tuong khong
thé xuét hién “ngau nhién” mot 1an roi thoi.

Hai bién ¢ ké trén, mot bén thudc pham vi vat 1y 1y thuyét,
bén kia cua vi sinh vat, co mdt y nghia thi vi & day. Nhan thuc
ctia Hawking trang hop voi thuyét “Chan khong” va Vo ng,
con phat hién ciia Wolfe-Simon lam ta lién tuong dén tinh
“Diéu hiru” va duyén khéi cua dao Phat.

Chén khong - Diéu hiru von 1a van dé cta vil tru quan ctia Phat
gi4o. Theo d6, moi hién twong déu xudt phat mot cach noi tai
tr “Khong”, khéng do tac nhan bén ngoai. Chung xuat hién
trong thé gian va tuan thu nguyén ly Duyén khéi, du diéu kién
thi sinh, du diéu kién thi diét. Cac hién tugng d6 khong ai lam
cha nhan, ching lam tién dé cho nhau dé sinh va diét. Khi sinh
thi sinh tir chan khong, khi diét thi khong con chat bong hinh
luu lai. Cac hién tugng, ma trong dao Phat goi la “phap”,
khong chiu sy han ché nao ca, khong c6 ai 1¢o 1ai ching ca.
Khi du diéu kién thi moi hinh thai cua sy séng déu kha di, kha
nang xuét hién cua chung 1a vo tan, “bat kha tu nghi”. Diéu
hiru bao trum moi hién tuong, vét ly ciing nhu tam ly, nam
ngoai kha nang suy luan cua con nguoi chung ta. Cy thé, khi
noi vé con nguoi thi do la mot tong thé gom hai mgt tam ly va
vat Iy v6i nam yéu t6 ma ta goi 1a Ngii uan (sdc tho twong hanh
thirc). Nam yéu t6 d6 van hanh vé chu.

Nhing phat hién cua khoa hoc lam chiing ta kinh ngac vé tri
kién cuia Phat va cac vi T6. Céc vi da phat hién nhimg quy luat
ctia vii tru khong bang phép nghién ciru thuc nghiém ma bang
tryc gidc trong mot dang tdm thirc phi thudng cua thién dinh.
Qua thoi gian, thuc té cho théy cac phat hién cua khoa hoc
khong hé bac bo vii tru quan Phat gido ma nguoc lai, chung
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trung hop mot cach ky la. Tuy nhién ching ta cn tranh mot
thai dg, do 1a xem khoa hoc nhu thudc do ding sai ddi véi
nhan thirc luén Phat gido. Ly do 1a Phat gido chu yéu nhan thirc
vé hoat dong cua tam, trong luc khoa hoc vat 1y hay sinh hoc
thién vé vat chat. T4t nhién Phat gido xem tAm-vat nim chung
trong mot thé thong nhét va mit khac, khoa hoc vat 1y hién dai
cling phai thtra nhan vai trd ctia nguoi quan sat (tic 1a vai tro
cua tam) trong moi thi nghi¢m. Nhung phai néi pham vi nhan
thirc gitra khoa hoc va Phat gido rat khac nhau. Mot diéu ma ta
khong quén nira 12 Phat gido nhan thirc thé gidi véi muc dich
thoat kho, thoat khoi sy rang budc cua né bang cac phuong
phép tu dudng tam. Con nha vat ly hay sinh hoc chi nhén lai ¢
su nhan thic. Vi vdy, khi so sanh Phat gido va khoa hoc, tuy c6
nhiéu tha vi va htmg khoi, ta can biét gi61 han cua nd.

Chan khong - Diéu hiru 1a mot chia khoa dé hiéu nhan thic
luan vé ban thé va hién tuong cta Phat gido. Vi moi hién tugng
xuat phat tir “Khong” nén n6 khong c6 mot ban chat truong ton
va riéng biét, d6 1a thuyét V6 nga. Chi c6 Ngii uan dang van
hanh, khong c¢6 nguoi van hanh ching. Twong tu, Hawking cho
rang co su sang tao nhung khong c6 ai sang tao ca. Thuyét Vo6
ngi kho hiéu cho nhiing ai méi lam quen voi dao Phat. Ciing
thé, vii tru tu sang tao va sang tao mot cach tuyét di¢u, nhung
khong c6 dang sang tao. P6 1a diéu ciing kho hiéu cho nhiéu
nguoi phuong Tay.

Hawking chung minh vii try Xuét phat tur cai “Khong”, 6ng bac
b6 su can thiét cia mot Thugng dé nhung c6 18 6 ong khong biét
“Khong” 1a gi. La mot nha vat 1y, ong kho c6 thé biét hon. Thé
nhung lai dén phién ta kinh ngac vé khoa hoc vt ly. Du tu han
ché minh trong linh vyc vat chét, vat ly da di dén tan cung bién
gidi cua vat chit, gb ctra nganh ban thé hoc va gan nhu cham
dén “chan 1y tuyét d6i” cua dao Phat. Vi tri cia Hawking lam
ta nghi dén luan su Long Tho, c4 hai vi déu cho réng “Khong”
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la nguon goc ciia mudn vat, nhung cd hai dén tur hai chan troi
khac nhau.

Phét va cac vi T6 Phat gido biét “Khong” 1a gi bang truc quan
nhung khong miéu ta nhan biét ciia minh. Tinh Khong thudc vé
mot linh vire ma ngdn ngir khong dién bay duoc. Ciing nhu thé
trong vat 1y lwong tir, ngudi ta thdy ngdn ngit va cach suy luan
thong thuong khong con thich hop. Gilra Phat gido va khoa
hoc, su trang hop rat 16n ma su khac biét cling rat 16n.

Nha vat 1y tin rang c6 mot vy “nd ban dau” (Big Bang) cach
day khoang 14 ti ndm dé sinh ra vii tru vat 1. Thién gia thay c6
mot sy “bung nd” trong tAm xay ra trong ting sat-na. Do 1a
cach néi gon nhét vé su khéc biét gitra Phat gido va khoa hoc.

La mot nha khoa hoc, mot Phat twr, ong co dip du lich qua cdc
nude noi tiéng vé tam linh, nhitng bai viét cia éng vira mang
tanh chat thién, vira dwoc Iy gidi theo khoa hoc, dwdi ngoi bt
ciia 6ng doc gia bi 16i cuén vi vin éng thanh thodt nhe nhdng,
dé hiéu, dé dang cam nhan. Cho nén tic pham “Mii hwong
tram” da tai ban dén lan thi sau.

J‘)ﬁ‘ii‘.".‘.’f{i’\fi’
lram

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nguyén Tudng Bach Web: nld.com.vn
- Chdn khong diéu hitu Blog: nguoiduakinh.blogspot.com
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11. Nguyén Huynh Mai

Nguyén Huynh Mai (1947-20 )

Nguyén Huynh Mai sanh nam 1947, tai lang Long Kién, huyén
Cho Moéi tinh Long Xuyén, nay 1a An Giang.

Niam 1950, gia dinh di chuyén dén sinh song gan T6 dinh Phat
gido Hoa Hao, tai lang Hoa Héo, thudc tinh Chau DPoc, nay
thudc huyén Phu Tén, tinh An Giang.

Thoi Dé nhat Cong Hoa (1956-1963), gia dinh lanh nan dan ap
gido phai, phai di chuyén sang Kampuchea sinh séng, dén thoi
B¢ nhi Cong Hoa, ndm 1964, gia dinh mai trd vé Viét Nam.
Nim 1968, Nguyén Huynh Mai theo hoc nganh bao chi tai Dai
hoc Van Hanh.

Nim 1972, Nguyén Huynh Mai t6t nghiép Cu nhén bao chi,
sau d6 1am viéc cho tudn bao Tim Hiéu, cong tac véi nhat bao
Chinh Lugn, ddng thoi lam Pho Giam Ddc cong ty
PASEFOCO tai Saigon, phu trach vé Hanh Chanh, Nhan Vién
va Tiép Liéu.
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Nam 1975, di tan sang Hoa Ky, trudc tién dinh cu tai
Minnesota roi doi vé California, tai ddy Nguyén Huynh Mai
tiép tuc nganh truyén thong béo chi.

Tir 1976, viét cho Viét Nam Hai Ngoai (San Diego), Nguoi
Viét T Do (Nhat Ban), Nguwoi Viét (Orange County), Viét Bdo
va nhiéu bao Viét ngir khac tai cac qudc gia c6 nguoi Viét ti
nan.

Niam 1980, t6t nghiép cir nhan nganh truyén thanh truyén hinh
tai dai hoc Long Beach; lam viéc cho dai truyén hinh KCET-
Los Angeles, cd van cac chuwong trinh truyén hinh vé ngudi ti
nan Pong Nam A cho dai KOCE-50 Orange County.

Tir 1981 dén thang 7-2004, tong thu ky tap san Pudc Tir Bi, co
quan ngoéon ludn cia Gido Hoi Phat Gido Hoa Héo tai Hai
Ngoai.

Hién Nguyén Huynh Mai danh thi gio viét sach, cap nhat hoa
trang nha pho bién tin tirc tai liu Phat Gido Hoa Hao, trang
nha c4 nhan dé pho bién sach xuat ban va cac bai ky su, phong
van vé sinh hoat ctia cong dong ngudi Viét ti nan va nhiing bai
viét trén nhéat bao Chinh Ludn tai Viét Nam trudc 1975.

Tac pham:

- Co Bé Lang Hoa Hao (1995)

- Hon Thiéng Ddn Téc (M Lang & Tan Vin, 1997)

- Lén Duong (2001),

- Tiép Tuc Hanh Trinh (Ciru Long, 2008)

- Nhdt Ky Tam Linh I: Loi Thay Day (Ciru Long, 2005)

- Nhat Ky Tam Linh II: Cuu Long Giang Vung Ddy (Cuu
Long, 2005)

- Nhét ky Tam Linh III : Thay Khéng Ving Mt (Ctru Long,
2006),
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- Nhét Ky Tam Linh IV: Tiéng Chudng Tén thién Nién Ky
(Ctru Long, 2007)

- Nhat Ky Tam Linh V: Tam Dao Dan Téc (Clru Long,
2008)

- Tri Tué Vién Thong (Ctru Long, 2009)

- Xién Dwong Chéanh Phdp (Ciru Long, 2010)

- Tiéng N6i Sy Thdt (Ctru Long, 2012)

- Strec Manh Tinh Thirc (Ciu Long, 2013)

Trich van:

Co bé lang Hoa Hiao

Lang Hoa Hao!

Chi vén ven c6 ba tleng, vay ma mdi 1an nhéc lai, tim t61 luon
ludn rung dong xao xuyen Ca mot khung troi ky niém 4u tho
an hién van vuong. Roi hinh anh hién hoa chon chat cia mot
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ngdi lang Mién Tay tir ky trc bé tho trd vé lai dam da rd nét:
Con song hién hoa véi nhiing chiéc thuyén qua lai. Con dudong
dat di quanh Thanh Dia Hoa Hdo véi nhiing chiéc xe 161, xe
dap hay nhirng ngudi bo hanh méc 4o quan dan qué gian di.

T6i lam sao quén dugc ngdi lang voi nhitng budi t& md sang
khi tiéng ga bat dau gay hay nhiing budi chiéu chang vang to1,
mui huong bay téa noi noi, nha nha déu thap nhang dén hanh
1é.

Ba me noi t6i dugc sanh ra gitra lan tén mii dan. Vay ma tudi
tho cta t6i tai lang Hoa Hao sao qua ém dém. Khi bat dau doi
sdng ciia mot con ngudi, toi khong biét chién tranh ma chi biét
su an lac. T6i dugc nhin thay nhimg nguoi chung quanh song
v6i nhau trong su chon chit, thuong yéu véi tinh dong dao,
twong kinh nhau nhu anh em chi bac mdt nha. Qua bao nhiéu
vt d6i sao doi, bao lan ly huong xa xtr, qué huong thanh binh
van 12 101 moi goi thiét tha nhat ddi vai toi.

Me ké cho toi nghe: "Trudc 1945, & Saigon nhiéu gia dinh tin
d6 Phat Gido Hoa Hao mua ghe 16n dé don vé lang Hoa Hao.
Céc ong cac ba thay thoi cudc khong yén gibng nhur 10 tién tri
trong Sam Gidng cta Pirc Huynh Gido Chu nén ho thtrc tinh,
vé lang Hoa Hao tu hién. Lan lan ho mua dat cit nha & ludn vi
thdy noi dy an lanh vui vé, khong ai tranh chap cao thap, song
mot cudc doi binh dan gian di. Trong lang nha khong dong
ctra, gidc ngli ém dém, khong phai ban tdm nhu chén phdn hoa
do hoi".

O lang Hoa Hao, truéc mdi nha déu c6 mot ban thong thién.
Ban thong thién hinh vudng, dugc dong trén mdt cai cot dung,
trén d6 c6 mét binh bong, ba chung nudce, mot Iw hwong va mot
cai dén coc thap bang dau lira. Pén nay bang thiéc, trén ong
khoi c6 mot cai ndp nhod che mua dé dén khoi tit.
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Mai ngdy cir nim gio sang va sau gio chiéu, cac tin dd nam ni
déu mic 4o trang mau da, thip huong 1én dén hanh 1&. Sau khi
lam 18 trude ngoi Tam Bdo noi ban thd dat trong nha, ho ra ban
thong thiéng dé cing lay bén hudng. Hudng chanh ban thong
thién ho doc bai Quy Y, con ba hudng kia thi doc bai Tay
Phuong Ngii Nguyén.

Ciing nhu céc tin d6 Phat Gido Hoa Hao khac, mdi lan dén bt
clr nha ai, t6i thuong theo nguoi 16n dén trude ban thd x4 ong
ba, x4 Phat, cti dau trude chan dung DPuc Théy roi mai bat dau
no6i chuyén hay chay di choi.

Sau nay, khi da doi nha 1én thanh phé, mdi khi cung voi gia
dinh v€ lang du Dai L& 18 thang 5, ngay buc Thay lap_dao,
néu dén gia dinh ba con niao dang di vang chung t6i van tu
dong vo nha, 1am 1& trude ban tho rdi im chd nga nhu ¢ nha
minh vay.

Chuyén lang Hoa Héo, ddi voi me 61, 1a mot dé tai vo tan, ké
khong bao gio hét.

Me néi khi con con gai me thudng 1én nha Pirc Ong, than sinh
ciia Puc Thay dé 1am cong qua. Me, c6 Nam Bién, em Dirc
Thay va c6 Nam Kiét 1a ba nguoi ban két than véi nhau. Ba
ngudi ngd chung mot mung, an chung mot mam, quan 4o ciing
d6i nhau mic chung. Thué d6 ai cling mac mau da hodac mau
den. Mdi lan 1am cong chuyén hay di ciing ba cb cing di mot
luot. Khi cing xong cting ngdi niém Phat chung mot phong.

Moi ngdy vao khoang nim gid sang ba ngudi thic diy thay

phién nhau ndu nuéc pha tra cho Ong Ba dung, c6 lic bop tay
chan cho Ong B4, that 1a thuong hét surc.
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b6 1a khoang thoi gian me hoc ¢ truong nit cong ngang truong
Ton Tho Tuong, Saigon. Cac giao su Phap day théu may va
lam banh mut. Mdi nam truong déu ¢ trién 1am. Mdi lan he
hay vao dip 18 12 me vé lang Hoa Hao.

Me ké, ban tay me nho xiu thuong hay théu thua ma me ciing
di chui ndi bang triu. Me nhd c6 1an Pic Ong bao me ganh
nuéc thr me bén biéu anh ganh nudc dat déi nude xudng, me
ké vai ganh thir thi ning oi 1 nang! Vi gia dinh kha gia tir nho
dén 16n, khong co6 1am viéc nang nén me ganh nudc khong noi.
Ptc Ong Puc Ba thuong me lam, Ong Ba néi me hién, thiét
tha, siéng néng lo 1am cong chuyén. Moi ngay me lau chui ban
Phét, ndi giang. Vao thoi ky nay chanh quyén hay dom ngo6 nén
it ai ¢én T6 Dinh. Nhimg ngudi than 1am thi minh moi doc
giang cho ngudi ta nghe chd khong co cong khai nhu vé sau
nay. Luc d6 Tay dang budc Puc Thay phai di xa, biét cu.

Me giai thich méc du la con nha giau nhung khi da theo Dao,
nghe 101 Thay day, tu thi phai hy sinh tat ca tinh than 1an vat
chat nén me mic 4o vat miéng mau da, quan vai den. Khi 1am
cong qua me cting bo guoc, bd dép, di chan khong nhu moi
ngudi. Cé diéu me cudi khi néi voi toi: "Lic d6 & lang phéi nir
mac xu cheng bi ngudi ta cuoi dir lam, nén me may 4o 16t 1a
mot mleng vai ngang, két ba chuc cai nut gai cho nguc sat lai.
M5i lan giat 1a phai phoi cho kin dao. Quan thi phai méc quan
1a nem chir khong may quan day gitra. Ao thi dom nut dc chu
khong dom niit bop. Téc phai chay thang 1én chir chay bay ba
cling bi cuoi, ciing khéng dé mong tay dai..."

Dén giai doan Tho day va Viét Minh lung kiém bét can by Phat
Gido Hoa Héo thi dan lang tai d6 bao v€ nhau hét stre tan tinh.
Anh em dong dao coi nhau nhu rudt thit. Nha ai ¢6 dau dm thi
dén cao gio hay giap d& chuyén no chuyén kia. Co lic dan
chung bi binh thd ta thi trong lang t6 chirc mot ban chan té. H&
nha ai c6 binh thi gd md. Ban chan t& dén nha cao gid, cho
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uéng thudc ruou do Pirc Thiy cho toa. Ho bd thude ngam ruou
chuyén di khip noi trong lang va ho pha that nhiéu dé ciru
binh. Hé ai bi 6i mita di tiéu ubng thudc vao thi hét. Me néi
nim d6 ghé qua. Con mdi lan Tay "bS" thi anh em trong lang
chay xe dap la 1én. Nha ai ¢ con gai dep thi lo di tron. Me va
di Hai Bic di xuéng mé song dudi bén cua TS Pinh. Noi nay
song vo lau ngay dat 10 nén c6 chd hdm vo. Me va di Hai vo dé
ngéi, kéo luc binh che bén ngoai. Khi nao cac anh lién lac cho
hay Tay di r6i thi méi leo 1én.

Luc con nhd, truge khi 1én Saigon hoc nir cong, me hoc Ecole
Primaire, sau ndy 1a truong tiéu hoc Long Xuyén. Pén bay gio
da trén nam muoi ndm qua ma mdi 1an nhic dén thay co, me
van con thuong kinh. Me hoc véi ¢6 Ba Gidp, C6 Phéan va co
Nam Li€p. Me¢ hoc mon nao ciing kha, chi trir mon toan me rat
do vi khong thich tinh todn, nhung me v& gioi va théu thua rat
khéo. Céac ¢ giao thuong muon me théu khin dé ting ban. Ba
Muoi khong tin hé théy me diém cao 13 bit me vé& lai ¢ nha.

Hbi nho me thich tu nén phong me dé hinh Phat Ba, mdi ngay
me cung lay bén thoi: Nam gio sang, mudi hai gio trua, nim
gid chiéu va muoi hai gio khuya. Téi truée khi di ngt, me ngdi
kiét gia niém Phat ¢ trong mung.

Khi tyu truong, me ¢ tro nha thﬁy gido Cur va co gido Hoa. Me
n6i: "Hoi d6 khac bay gio. Tir ngay ngudi Bic di cu vao Nam,
hoc sinh sinh vién méi méc o dai di hoc. Con thoi cua me,
Phép thudc, hoc trd mic d6 ba ba tring, i c6 nép dang hoang,
xéch cip tap, kep nach thém cdy du che ning, che mua."

Noi me ¢ tro c6 rat dong hoc sinh. Con trai ¢ trén lau, con gai &
tang dudi. MGi giuong ngl ¢6 bdn cd con gai. Lic tan hoc vé
nha an com, cic c¢d gai lo don ban, bung com va dd an. May
ciu con trai lo gip tom tép, d0 xao chon dudi chén, boi com
1én trén. Cac cb con gai phan chdm chap, phan so cd gido
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khong ddm ndi, nén c6 nhiéu blta an com khong, hodc chan
nudce ca kho con du.

Me cudi khi ké chuyén cac tro con trai. Bubi tdi cac cau ngéi
hoc bai cho thay c6 thiy mat rdi di dau mat. Khi thdy c6 soan
bai, sira bai xong thiy ving cac cdu thi xach roi may gid ming
kéu tirng ngudi mot. Thiy co thiy ho dip mén dang hoang ma
kéu hoai khong ai nhuc nhich gi hét nén khéu mén 1én, thiy
bén dudi toan 1a g6i om. Thay c6 lam thinh doi khi céc cdu leo
clra sO Ve, chun v6 mung dap mén xong moi kéu ra hoi toi. Thi
ra cac cau tron di xem hat bong. Thé rdi thay c6 kéu nam dai
ra, dét vao dit mdi cau hai roi.

Me ké dén day 1ong boi h01 xuc dong nhé cac anh em ban trai
thué xwa ma roi nude mat. Toi hoi me tai sao budn thi me noi:
"Nghi ma tdi nghiép 1dm con oi! Trong nhitng cdu d6, vé sau
nay c6 nhiéu nguoi chét vi Viét cong d6 con. Thoi ding nhic
chuyén xua budn rau dé nira. N6 chira biét bao nhiéu ky niém
vui 1an budn. Thoi loan con a! Bay gid minh & My an du th.
Me wa an hu tiéu ma me théy nhiéu thit me én qua con a! So
sanh lai thoi me mudi may tudi & Long Xuyén, mdi tudn mai
an mot o hu tiéu cua cht Sinh ngudi Tau. Chii ddy mot céi xe
ba banh, phia trudc & chinh gifra c6 céi thung nudce 1¢o, chung
quanh dé thit va gia vi, rau, he, banh... Xe c¢6 lop mui vai che
nang, mua. Chi ban mot t6 hai dong xu. Neu thém thit thi hai
dong rudi. Chu Sinh dé hu tleu va vai miéng thit heo vo t6 da,
thém hai miéng gan, mot miéng tim, mot chat thit bam, ché
nudc sip vo. Xong dé hanh he, mot chut xa lach xon, xit chut
xi dau, tiéu. Vay ma ngon hét sirc. Pau phai vy xong dau con.
Con cach an c6 ngh¢ thuat nira. Lic con nho khong lam gi cho
ra tién nén me an xai k¥ ludng lam cho xtng dong tién ma lai
thich tha nira. Me bung t6 hu tiéu ngdi bén canh ban ¢ 1é
duong. Me gip thit, gan, tim dé mot bén rdi an hu tiéu trude.
Me tinh an xong 10i thudng thic cac mleng thit cho ngon. Ai
de may nguoi ban rinh me dn xong hu tiéu, ho gap thit, tim gan
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trong t6 cua me an hét roi cudi Am 1én. Me nghf lai thoi tho Au
that 1a sung sudng, khong ban tam lo nghi."

Me t6i lai ké tiép: "Cac con dung cuoi. Hbi nho me ciing choi
nha choi nhu cac con. Thir bay v€ nha me bung quan 4o xuong
song chd cau Henry, bay gio la cau Hoang Diéu, chd don Son
ba cua Phap dé giat d5. Chu nhat me cét nha choi lop bang 1a
chudi, roi cét 14 bac ha lam nén. Trudc nha me & duong Gia
Long c6 céi rach. Tr ngoai dudng vao nha me phai qua cai cau.
Me Xuéng rach cét luc binh, léy khuc gitra 1am banh mi. Roi
me ngdi ban banh mi sudt ngay vui lim".

"Con biét khong, dén bay gio nhac lai chuyén xua ma long me
van con thuong kinh cac thay co. Sau nay du 16n tudi cling vy,
gip cd gido me van khoanh tay, cii diu chao dang hoang. Me
thay tinh thdy tro khong hé phai lat. Me cam thy tdm than xtc
dong, s¢ sét, khép nép nhu hdi con di hoc."

% %

Hién nay mac du xa cich Viét Nam hz‘ing ntra trai dat, nhung
mdi 1an nghi dén qué xua, t6i thudng gid ra xem lai nhiing birc
hinh luu niém. Niém thuong nhd qué huong lai trio dang.
Nhiing ky ni¢m thoi tho 4u séng lai that o rét, nhu vira xay ra
ngay hom qua.

T61 ¢6 nhitng burc anh chup tai san trudc hay san sau can nha
canh b song thoi ky tan cu sdng tai lang Hoa Hao. Nhimg bt
anh nay ba t6i ghi ndm 1950, luc d6 t6i duoc ba tudi. C6 hinh
to1 ngéi trén lan can nha, hai chan nho xiu danh ton ten, cai mat
tron xoe. Cai thi t6i mic bo dd pi-da-ma con trai, tay deo déng
hd. Co cai hai tay thot vao tai 4o, hai mé chay x¢. Cai hinh ma
t6i khong thich 1am vi mit toi trong hoi dan, 13 tdm hinh t6i
mic bd dd bong tay kiéu con trai. Toi chup voi anh Khanh con
nudi cua ¢6 Nam Bién em gai Dtic Thay. Anh Khanh 1a con
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ctia ¢O Hai chi ctua DPrc Thay. C6 Nam khong ¢ con nén nhan
anh Khanh 1am con. Khuén mit anh Khanh trong khong giéng
luc anh 16n 1én chut nao. Lic nho ma anh phinh, con khi t6i
gip anh lic anh sdp cudi vo thi anh giy nhom, cao nhong.
Trong hinh nay toc t61 dai to1 vai, ban tay trai cua toi nam chat
lay ngon tay cai cua ban tay phai cua anh. Hai chung toi ding
canh may cdy chubi, sau lung t6i 1a cdy chudi non, chi méi cao
bang t6i thoi.

Hoi xua sao ma ngudi ta ha tién phim qua. Hinh ria nhé xiu
nén xem rat kho. Trong buc hinh khac t6i dang cudi con ngua
gd. C6 cai t6i dang 6m Thdo, chau gai cua toi, con cua ciu Tu
Hong. Me t6i md cdi cha me sém nén c6 nhan hai em nudi 1a
ciu Héng va cau Tac ma toi goi la Ba Héng va Ma Tac vi luc
hai cdu con thanh nién ai ciing goi dua hai ciu 12 vo chong vi
hai cdu di ddu cling c6 nhau. Hai cdu 1a tai xé ciia Ptic Thay.
Cau Tic duoc Puc Thay dat tén 1a VS Vin Dic.

T4m hinh t6i thich nhét ciing chup luc ba tudi. Toi mic chiée
40 trang nau bé xiu dang ding chd ban thong thién. To1 ding
trén buc xi mang vudng, noi trai chiéu 1én dé ctng lay. Chiéu
cao cuia t6i duoc ba phan tu ciia ban thong thién. Khong hiéu
sao toi nhd nhitng ky niém thoi dé madt cach 1o rét vay.

A, con mot tim hinh mat toi dua ra, mat lim dim trong théy
ghét hét stc. Hinh ndy c6 nam Bién gia trai mac a0 so mi,
mang kleng den, d61 non ni. Ma toi méc ao dai ngdi mot bén,
c6 Nam ngdi mot bén, t6i va anh Khanh ngdi giita. Tay mat
anh Khanh choang qua vai toi.

Birc anh nay lam t6i lién tuéng dén luc toi gip anh tai nha
thuong Don Dit, lac Bre Ba 1am trong binh. T6i va anh déu ba
ngd vi qua mudi miy nim khong gap. Anh Ién Saigon hoc con
t61 bon ba tan Cao Mién méi hoi huong. Hom dé tin d6 dén
viéng Purc Ba rat dong. Moi nguoi déu im ling cdu nguyén cho
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Ba. Toi thdy Ba nhin t6i. Nudc mét t6i tudn ra vi khong ngan
dugc xuc dong.

Me ngoic toi vao néi nho: "Nam tay Ba di con, so rdi khong
con ¢6 dip". Toi vudt ban tay Ba, lic d6 sung hap 1én ma long
xuc dong manh liét. T61 budc voi ra ngoai, anh Khanh dén bén
t6i n6i chuyén an ui. Hai anh em lo lang tho dai.

To1 duge gap Puc Ba thém mot l4n nita tai T6 Pinh luc theo
gia dinh vé du 18 18 thang 5. Sau d6 Ba mat vao ngay mong 2
thang 6, 1967 tai Thanh Bia Hoa H4o. Anh Khanh chiu tang
thay thé Ptrc Thay lac Thay con ving mat.

C6 mot birc anh ma tdi thay thich nhét. Trong anh, toi 1a mot
cd bé rat diéu va dé thuong. Ba t6i ghi nim 1951. C6 bé mic
chiéc 40 dam c6 cai no trudc nguc, chan mang gidy tring c6
quai, toc chai bay ba c6 gin mot cai no nho. Miéng co bé cudi
toe, hai ban tay xoe ra, dng eo trong cd vé "con gai" 1am. Anh
nay t6i ciing chup tai ban thong thién. Khong biét 6ng cau nao
lai phoi luéi dé di chai ca 1én hang rao thanh ra cai phong cua
btrc anh nho vay ma dep ra.

Khong hiéu tai sao me t6i lai thich cho toi gia trai lac con nho.
Chac lac co bau me mo sinh con trai. Hinh mot tudi cia toi
ng01 trén ghe glong y dlra con trai v&1 mai toc hot cao sat ot.
Hinh me bé t6i chup trong tiém cling vay nira.

C6 mot tam anh t6i chup chung véi chi Tu con ciia ba vi, t6i
mic bd d6 tring, toc bum bé, hai mat tron xoe. Mot tim khac
toi chup v6i chi Thanh, nguoi v em chuyén dat t6i di choi.
Dudi tam hinh t6i chup vé6i chi Loan Giao ba ghi Hoang Cam
va Loan Giao. Chi Giao dm nhom 6m nhach, mic chiéc 4o ba
ba may trir hao nén dai long thong. Chi Giao la con ctia dugng
Hai hoa d6 T6 ¢ Hung Nhon. Duong Hai gitp rat nhiéu ba con
tir ngoai Bic di cur vao Nam ¢ tai nha duong. C6 nhiéu lan toi
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dinh hoi tai sao hdi nhé ba toi dat tén cho toi 1a Hoang Cim ma
t61 quén, bay gid thi ba dd mét rdi. Co ngudi bao Hoang Cam
1a tén mot vi thudc rat déng. Toi ty hoi khong biét co phai
nghia la con chim mau vang khong?

Ngoai nhitng blrc anh ctia t6i con c¢6 nhitng bic anh cua me.
Me ngbi tai ban viét toc thit binh kiéu ngudi Bic quan vong
1én dau. Me mic 4o dai cd bau ho, tay cAm viét. Trén ban co
chau hoa sen bang gidy do me lam, trén ké c6 dong ho reo.
Trén véach ¢ treo tim lich c¢6 hinh phong canh. Canh me ngé)i
1a vach c6 dan gidy, xa hon 1a vach 14, c6 mot cai vong dong
dua treo ngang céc keo nha.

Trong mot tim hinh khac me ngdi trén ghé xua c6 ném boc
nhung bong trong tiém hinh. Me¢ mac 4o dai, deo bong, gidy
chuyén va lic. Vai me choang khin soc ca-rd bang len. Chan
me chéo ngudy. Tay mit me gac 1én ghé, tay trai dat trén dui.
Hinh ndy trong me ra ddng con cua giong ho Nguyén Hoa c6
tiéng & lang Long Kién, Ong Chuong.

C6 hinh ba chyp me dang tim dudi song v6i di Ba Yén va chi
Hai Hoi Vian. Ba ngudi mic nguyén quan 4o. Di Ba Yén 1a con
ctia ba Sau Nhan va 13 vo ctia cau Sau Dit, chau Puc Ong. Cau
Sau Dir tén that 1a Huynh Hiru Thi¢n. Cau b1 mat vu thoi 6ng
Diém bat giét lac di tir Saigon vé mién T4y cung v6i duong Ba
Lé Hoai Nam, thdy gido Tap, 6ng Huynh Thién T& va tai xé
Danh. Tét ca déu la tin d6 trung kién cta Dirc Thay. Sau thoi
ong Diém, tAt ca nam gia dinh déu thua nodi vu ra toa va da
thang kién. Nhitng nguoi thi hanh ménh 1énh cua chinh quyén
cll ¢6 nhan t0i1 trude téa va cac gia dinh nan nhan da duoc boi
thuong.

Tuy nhién du ¢6 bdi thuong bao nhiéu tién di nita ciing khong
bu dap dugc sy dau khd mat mat ctia nhitng than nhan ¢ lai.
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Nhirng céi chét nay qua dau thuong vi ho bi bo vao bao bd cot
da nhan sau duoi long song Nha Be.

Trong mdt birc anh khic me dang chéo xudng voi ba Sau
Nhan, hai ngudi déu mic do ba ba den, dau doi khin chang tim
ca-rd. Trong hinh c6 chi Annie hi¢n gio dang & Hoa Thanh
Dén, Chi "Ni" 1a chau ngoai cua ba ngoai Co, me tinh than cua
me t6i. Chi dang ngdi trén xudng, tay cim chiéc dam voc nudc.

T6i c6 duoc nhitng tm hinh quy gia va nhiéu d6 ky niém trong
d6 c6 nhitng bai bio ma t6i viét liic con ¢ Saigon, cling nho
ong xa t6i rang xach theo lic chay vao nhitng ngay mat nudc,
30-4-1975.

Trong ky tc, toi nhd ba c6 mot tAm hinh chup nguoc anh sang
mit troi, dang ngdi ¢ lan can hit thude, cai phong phia sau 1a
bo song. Co 1€ chu Hai Rang chup cho ba. Chu Hai Réng tén
Phap 1a Jean, tén that 1a Nguyén Thanh Ngoc, cha 1a tho chup
hinh. T6i rat so chu mdi khi cht hon, rau chu chich vao mat toi
rat dau. Néu toi khong cho cht hon chu s& gia 1am ngudi cui.
Hai tay chu rat lai dua té1 dua lui. Miéng cha méu mot bén,
nuéc miéng chay 1ong thong, 1am t6i khoc thét 1én... Dén 16n
mdi 1an gdp chi, t6i hay nan ni chi 1am ngudi cui lai cho toi
xem. Chu Ring 13 anh di Ba Yén, con ba Sau Nhan.

Madi 1an xem album thiy it hinh ba, t6i budn ghé, vi khi gia
dinh t6i chay 1én Nam Vang géi nha cho chu Hai. Chu 4y so bi
xét nha nén bao nhiéu hinh cuia ba chii chon hét sau hé cin nha
ba ma mua cho t6i ¢ di hoc tai duong Ban Co. Vé sau, nguoi
cht mé&i dap nha ra cao nén 1én cét lai phd lau. Nhitng hinh anh
ky niém thoi tré ciia ba bi mat gan hét.

T6i thich nhat 13 hinh ba mic do si quan quan ddi Phat Gido
Hoa Hao trong ba vam v& oai phong ghé. T6i con thay hinh ba
mac quan tam chup dudi bai bién Viing Tau véi hai anh ho vé
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1a anh Chin Om va anh Chin Map. Phai chi hai anh iy qua
duoc bén My thi t6i tha hd phong van thoi ba con tré, vi hai
anh ludn ludn theo canh ba vao sanh ra tir, ngay ca luc khang
chién ¢ bung bién.

Hai anh hét stc trung thanh véi ba. Anh Chin Om di theo ba
vuot qua bién gidi Cao Mién. Anh néi, anh liéu sdng chét voi
ba. Khi gia dinh t6i hdi hwong thi hai anh tré vé 1am viéc véi
gia dinh t6i cho dén ngay mat nudc.

Trong hinh t6i thiy ba t6i va hai anh nguoi nio tréng ciing c¢6
vé vam v, nguc to bung eo. Anh Chim Map hoi d6 1a luc si
tap ta. Tuy anh mit rd nhung rat c6 duyén va dat méo. Sau nay
khi gia dinh t6i hoi huwong, anh lam tai xé cho ba toi. Vi khong
tap ta niia bung anh bu ra, con anh Chim Om van con ém nhu
thuong.

Me ké, khi t6i duoc tam thang, me co sita it qua nén phai niu
gio heo va du di an dé co sita cho t6i bi. Me n hoai ma ciing
it sita nén me phai muén mot ba via tré moi hai muoi hai tudi &
Chg Méi, cling dé con so dé cho t6i bu ké véi con ciia ba. Ba
ay cho t6i bt va sin soc t6i duoc vai thang thi nhé nha nén xin
vé. Me toi phai mua sita Guigoz pha trong chai cho t6i ba
nhung t61 khong chiu va cir doi b vii me hoai. Me danh cho t6i
bl va an thém cho dén bén tudi thi me t6i bodi dau Nhi Thién
Puong vao vu. Téi bi cay qua nén khong doi bii me nira.

Nghe me ndi t6i méi biét cai c6 mic 40 ddm xode dung trong
hinh v&i mai toc co cai no van con voi sita me. Vay ma toi van
hay choc Cudng, dira con thir hai cua t6i dé & My, tdi nao cau
cling tu mdt chai sira tuoi trude khi ngt cho dén bdn tudi.
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Gia dinh to1 cling nhu nhiéu gia dinh khac chay gidc tan cu ve
cat nha & tai lang Hoa Hao. Can nha t6i & quay mit xudng song
Tién Giang. Con song that 1én ménh mong. Bén kia bd 1a Tan
Hué, & duéi bai lang Tan Hué c6 Tan Qudi, Tan Long.

Nhitng budi binh minh 16 dang, sau khi cing lay xong me
thuong ding nhin nhimng chiéc xudng tha cau trén mit séng co
song gon lang tang, trong rat ém dém va dep mét. C6 nhiing
lac may 6ng cau duoc nhidu ca dem vao bd, me don mua ca
twoi dé kho hodc niu canh chua.

Nha t6i & gan nha Dic Ong hay con goi 1a To Pinh. Bén canh
la nha ba ngoai Co, nhung nguoi trong lang goi la nha ba Sau
Nhan, em ba Nam Co. Di Ba Yén, con ctia ba Sau bién tho qua
cho me t61 hay la ba Sau da qua doi vao thang 5 nam 1991.

Ba ngoai Co va ba Sau Nhan 1a hai tin d6 trung kién tin tuéng
birc Thay manh liét. Ba ngoai rat gidu, c6 vua ca ¢ Saigon va
lo vé& tai chanh ccho dao. Mat ba tron, dep va nghiém. Giong no6i
clia ba to va ron rang nén toi rat 59. Mdi 1an gip ba, t6i mau
mau khoanh tay thua ba ngoai 16i chay di choi. Ba wa hoi:
"Con bé d6 ha, lai day ngoai biéu. P6i bung khong ba ngoai
cho an hu tiéu?"

Me tam sy: "Lic con con nhé me thuong vao lang Hung Nhon.
HE ai c6 bi ghé 16 thi me cho thude. HE ai bi ghé khuyét me iy
nudc nong pha am 4m va thudc tim rira sach, cham lai cho kho
roi me ric thudc, bang lai it ngay thi hét. Con ghe ngoai da th1
me xtrc p6-mat. Me giup ngudi nghéo dau ém me thiy rat vui.'

Bén canh nha ba ngoai Co c6 du mot cai chai. Céi chai 1a mot
mai cat bén hong nha. Noi nay dé bang hay ghé ng6i choi hay
nghi chan. M¢ kéu may 6ng ba di an xin, 16p mu, 16p ghé, 16p
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di chéng gdy, cam, diéc, du tha vi me gitp duogc cai gi me
gitap. Khé mot di€u 1a me khong c¢6 kha nang lo n6i ma cang
ngay ho cang dong. Me lo khong xué.

Me_: con ké cho t6i nghe chuyén dam cudi ¢ nha qué nita. Me

0i: "Ho nha trai di rudc dau bang ghe may. Theo tuc 18 nguoi
Vlet Nam néu dén sém thi dang gai khong cho ghe cép bén,
phai chay dén noi khac dau. Nhiéu khi bi dudi vi cha nha néi
ho ¢6 con gai, ho s¢ xui con gai ho s& é. Vi vay nén dang trai
phai tach bén chay vong vong ngoai séng, chd dén ding gio
t6t, dang gai méi cho 1én nha. L6i xom ngudi 10n, con nit di?ai
bén dudng xem dam cudi rat dong."

Nghe t61 hoi vé "bo do 1on" de di an cudi & qué nha, me cuoi:

"Ngay xua di ddm cudi ¢ thon qué, ngudi gia mac 4o dai khan
dong chinh t€, con nguoi tré mac sao cling dugc mién cho kin
dao sach s€, nghiém trang thoi."

T6i con nhé dao d6 phan nhiéu thanh nién trong lang mic pi-
da-ma di an cudi hay gia Ho Ui va xép thfmg dé khi mac con
lan xep moéi dep. Mbi lan i d6 thi phai dét than, mo nap ban ui
ra dé than vao. Khi nao ban i ngudi thi mé nap ra quat hoic
bo thém than vo...

D6i khi ba me ciing ¢ di du dam gid. Me thuong dén sém dé
lam tiép, nh6 16ng ga vit hodc lam c4, nhit rau. Khi nao chu
nha cing xong, ho moi khach va ba con xum lai dung com chg
khong ¢ ai dem mén gi. Néu minh c¢6 dem banh trai ciing ong
ba, ho ciing nhan vui vé. Khi don an, phe nam ngdi ghé dat
quanh ban, con phe nir ngdi xép ché he quanh mam com don
trén bd van ngua.

Me noi trong gia dinh Phat Gido Hoa Héo con c6 mot tap tuc
pho thong. Khi dén bita an moi nguoi gac doi diia ngang chén
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com, chap tay 1am ram nguyén vai, x4 ba x4 roi bat dau an. An
xong cling gac dlia ngang chén xa ba xa roi méi dung day.

Ba me giai thich cho t6i dong tic nay 1a to 1ong hiéu thao véi
Cuu Huyén Thét T, ong ba cha me déa qua vang. Tép tuc nay
cling bat nguon tir thuyét Tt An, trong d6 Dirc Thay ¢ noi:
"Ta hu:Ung tac dat ngon rau 1a nho on dong bao nhon loai cung
cap."

Khi c6 mot chit tri khon toi hoi ba vé ¥ nghia tim Tran Pa ma
nguoi tin d6 Phat Gido Hoa Hao nao ciing c6 trén ban tho. Ba
t6i giai thich: "Mau da 1a sy két hop cua tat ca cic mau sic
khéc, nén tugng trung cho sy hoa hop cia nhan loai, khong
phan biét ching toc va ca nhan. Vi vay ching ta thd phuong dé
tiéu biéu tinh than vo thuong cua nha Phat."

Vé sinh hoat cta lang Hoa Hao, me cho biét co chg, nha
thuong, truong hoc, chua chién, nha may xay lua, tau be, xe cd
nhung rat thanh than khong on o, phuc tap va nhon nhip lam
cho 1ong nguoi phai x4o trén lo 4u nhu doi séng ¢ thi thanh.
Me cuoi néi véi t6i: "Hoi nhé xiu con thay ngoai dudng 19 co
nhiéu xe chay lén chay xubng, con ctr doi di hoai. Me ciing
thuong cho con di xe 161 tir chg My Luong xudng chg Pinh in
qua r0i vé, viy ma con mimng lim do."

Trude mit cho Pinh 13 ngi t& song Tién qua séng Hau goi 1a
Vam Nao, bén kia bo song 1a cho Thuan Giang.

Khi ndo xe chay vé nha phai chay ngang qua nha Ptc Ong, néu
chay luén thi dén chg My Luong hay con goi 1a chg Puong
Tat, Phtt An, Pht Lam, Long Son, Tan Chéau. Xe 16i qua lai nha
Puc Ong, moi ngudi déu xudng xe, do nén xuong rat kinh can
vi noi day 1a nha cta than sinh ctia Ptric Thay. Trudc nha Puc
Ong cach con dudng 16 1a cau mat noi tau bé cua cac phai doan
chanh phu ghé viéng T6 Dinh. Tir dudng 16 xubng nha mat c6
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trong mot hang dira. Sau nay nha mat bang gd dugc xay lai rat
16n bang xi mang. Nhung t6i van thich cai nha mat cii k§ nho
bé ngay xua. Tl dudong 16 vao nha Puc Ong 1 vudn ciy an trai
c6 trong du loai bong dé ciing va nhiéu chau kiéng.

Truéc T6 Pinh c6 ban thong thién, rdi dén nha khach lop 1.
Ké dén 1a nha lgp ngoi, phia trude c6 tho Phat va ong ba bén
ndi bén ngoai, phia sau dé ¢. Bén trai c6 mot day nha danh cho
khach ¢ lai ngti va dn com, phia sau c6 nha bép va vuon ciy an
trai rit mat me.

Prtic ong & gan nguoi chi thtr tam, nha phia bén phai, con bén
trai 1a nha 6ng Ut, em trai ciia Dirc Ong.

Me noi & trong lang budi sang c6 nhom chg, ké mua nguoi ban
ron rip. Tau bé chay dua khach qua lai trén song. Tré con di
hoc, nguoi 16n di lam. Nha thuong va céc co s¢ déu lam viéc.
Budi chiéu khong khi tré lai yén ling. Sau khi dn com xong
moi nguoi bat dau nghe doc giang.

Lang Hoa Hao c6 ba doc giang dudng, noi tin do hop lai dé
nghe doc giang, kinh sach. Phia sau nha 16ng cho My Luong
mot cai, & nga ba Tan L& mot cai va mot cai nita & ngad ba Lo
St. Gan chg Pinh ¢6 mot cai chia 16n cat tir xua, tho Phat rét
ky ludng va trang nghiém. Tén chua 1a An Hoa Ty. Ngay ram
va mong mot ké ra ngudi vao 18 Phat tip nép.

Ciing nhu cac noi khac, chg Pinh c6 mdt bén do dua khach qua
song di budn ban & cho Thuan Giang va chg M§ Ho1 Dong
(Xéo Bun), ngang cua Nang Et ciia lang, hodc di vé Chg Méi ¢
bén lang Kién An, Ong Chuong.

Néu muén qua Nang Gu thi khoi diém tir chg Dinh di tau boc
vong theo con Ong Chu Bé dén bén do Thi Dam. Ngang song
16n c6 chiéc bac chd ca xe hoi tir Thi Pam di qua Nang Gu.
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Bic nay thuong dugc dong cap bang ghe may 16n. Tir bép baf}c
Nang Gu khach c6 thé don xe do di Long Xuyén, Chau Bdc roi
1én Saigon rat thuan tién.

Néu tir Saigon vé Hoa Hao thi di xe do khoi Long Xuyén vé
dén bic Ning Gu. Xudng bic tré qua bén do Thi Pam, di xe 16i
vong theo duong Hung Nhon vé chg My Luong rdi queo mit
13 dén T6 Dinh, nha Pic Ong. Néu khong mudn di dudng bd
thi mdi ngay déu c6 tau hay tic ran di tir lang Hoa Hao qua
Long Xuyén hoic tré vé.

Bay gio toi cam but ghi lai nhimg ky niém Ve ba me, méi thay
t6i biét vé thuo nho cia ba rét it. Toi héi tiéc vi da khong hoi
ba, va lai t61 ciing khong ngo ba mat sém. T6i nhd mot chut it
1a Iuc nho di hoc ngoai Béc ba ciing 1am bao trong 16p bi thay
bat duoc nén bi phat. Ba mic 4o dai den di hoc va moc cay du
trén vai. Mdi 1an ba danh 16n, ba cot hai vat 4o qua hai bén
hong.

Ba ndi toi mat sau ong ndi. Khi dugce tin ba ndi mat ba téi budn
lim di may tuan 1& khong ndi chuyén. Mdi ngay ba lay ban thd
ba ndi mot tram lay. Ba n6i ba phai lay di mudi ngan lay dé
chiu t6i bat hiéu khong sin séc 6ng ba. Thinh thoang, ba hay
biéu me mua tép kho nhé hay mua thit bam ram that min dé ba
an vi mén do ba ndi hay lam cho ba an di hoc luc con nhé.
Ba vao Nam luc con thanh nién. Ba theo lam vi¢c voi dugng
hai Kinh Ly Nguyén Ngoc T4, 1a mot cao dd ciia Piic Thay va
1a chuc sic lén trong Gido Hoi Phat Gido Hoa Héo Trung
Uong. Mbi 1an ba di Saigon vé lang Hoa Hao ba hay mua qua
cho t6i va chi Loan Giao. Téi thich nhit 1a bap bé nhim mat
mo mit.

Luc toi dugc khoang bon tudi me bi dau rudt du dén thoi ky
thir ba. Ba dwa me 1én Saigon mo va goi toi & choi v6i hai chi
vu tai nha dugng ba Lé Hoai Nam, mdt cao dd cua Puc Thﬁy.
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Duong thudc chi d6i Ba Muoi Nguyén Trung Tryuc. Trude kia
dugng Ba & Saigon, duong theo Pirc Thiy nén vé lang Hoa
Hao cat mot nha may xay laa & chg My Lwong, noi c¢6 con rach
1& vao Hung Nhon. Sau nay duong Ba hién nha may cho Gio
Hoi. Dugng bi mét tich trén duong vé Hoa Hao hop, vé sau
m&i biét duong bi dim chét dudi long song Nha Be.

Nha duong Ba ¢ canh nha may va ngang mot cai miéu. Trong
lang ai ciing s¢ oai Ptc Ong, lic d6 may dira tré nho nhu toi
goi 1a Ong C6. Néu c6 ai 1am 16i thi bi quy huong tai miéu nay.
Néu 15i nang s& bi quy nhiéu cdy huong rat dau dau gbi. Pén
bay gio cac tin d6 da ting ¢ lang Hoa Hao déu nhic ky niém
bang cach doa quy huong mdi khi ¢6 ai 1am 13i.

Tir lac tan cu vé lang Hoa Hao, me toi 1am thu ky lo vé s6 sach
cho nha may. Khi me nam nha thuong Don Dat Saigon, tdi nao
t6i cling khoc vi nhd me. Mot dém t6i nghe tiéng duong Ba ra
1énh: "Mo cura cho con be ra san sau 10i dong cira lai". O ngoai
troi toi, tleng con trung kéu lam t61 nin khoc ngay. Dén bay gio
nhd lai 1an bi phat Ay, toi van con én xuong song.

Di Ba rat dep, ngudi manh khanh. Di c¢6 cho t6i mot tai vai
nau, loai tii vai nho dé bac cit roi vét & lung quan. Mdi lan di
duong cho t61 tién xu, toi bo vao tai va rut gidy lai cho khoi rot
mat. Di Ba c6 ¢b con gai dep co tiéng trong vung 1a chi hai
Sang. Chi Sang mit bd cau, chi hay mic 40 xdm de 10 hai canh
tay no tron trang ndn. Cac cdu trong lang mé chi rat dong. Mdi
lan c6 nguoi liéng tho vao hang rao hay sai tr¢ nit dua tho la
cac chi xam nhau doc 10i cudi. Co6 mot 1an chi hai Sang di cho
vé, sau khi lay rau thit ra thi c6 thém mot ct ngai cta cau trai
nao liéng vao gid dé mé hoidc chi. Nhung chi khong c6 thuong
ai ca.

C6 nhiing lac khac ba me va toi dén thim duong Hai & Hung
Nhon. Téi thich choi véi chi Loan Giao hay Dung, Thao con

198



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

cua "Ba Héng" em nudi cua me, la chéng ctia chi Hoi Van, con
cua di hai Hoa Yén, chi rudt cia me. Ba con tan cu tur ngoai
Bic vao ¢ day rat dong, dén may chuc ngudi. Nao 1a gia dinh
bac Luu Hung, bac luat su Ha. Con nit nho béng t01 ca chuc
dira, dira ndo ciing cat toc bum bé ndi tiéng Béc rat khé nghe.
Subt ngay ching t6i di hai nhin 16ng hay loanh quanh dudi
mAy tang cay tring ca. Khi thi danh dua, bing hot me, nhay co
c0, chay dua. Co lan toi chay dua mau qua, chi Giao dua chan
ra can lai 1am t6i té bé moi, trdy dau gbi. Toi khoc qua va mét
me. Chi Giao khoc hu hu n6i:"Tai né chay mau qud, con khong
biét 1am sao cho nd ngimg, con ldy chan can né lai."

* %k

Nhimg ky niém mdc mac & lang Hoa Hao an sau vao tdm hon
to1, tudng nhu khong thé nao phai lat dugc.

Hé nam 1988, ba me t6i mua mdt cin nha & gan khu Saigdn
Nho (Little Saigon) dé dudng gia. Ba me dy dinh ¢ d6 dé di
bach bd ra duong Bolsa an sang, me di chg, mua thude tay,
thudc bic cho gan. Con chau cudi tuan di khu Viét Nam an nha
hang hay di cho, rdi tién ghé tham ba mé ludn, khoi phai di xa
nhu ltc ba me & Los Alamitos.

Mot hom ba cudi ngodc t6i ra phong khach. Ba kéo man cira sb
dé 16 ra hai 16ng chim mang hai bén ctra s0. Mdi 16ng chim c6
mot con. Ba kéo soi day ciia mdi 1ong chim. Tiéng chim trong
va chim mai kéu 1én thanh thot, riu rit. Ba liéc me, cudi 4u yém
bao: "Me con mua do".

Ba mat di gan hai nim r6i. Mdi lan ghé Bolsa thim me, toi
thuong hay nhin hai chiéc 16ng chim im lim trén ctra so.

T6i ngdi noi phong khach im ling, véi mot cam gidc mat mat
tudng khong bao gio voi.
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(California, 14-6-1991)

Gi4o su Pham Cao Duong gi6i thiéu vé C6 bé lang Hoa Hao
nhu sau:

Nguyen Huynh Mai, c6 bé lang Hoa Hdo, cua mién dat méi
nhat cia dan téc Viét, noi tat ca chi moi la khéi dau ké ca ton
gido ciia ¢é. Nhung trong cdi mé dau don so dy, Phdt Gido
Hoa Hao da cho phép ngueoi ta duoc ty do di xa hon sau khi da
dwge vé trang bang nhitng gido Iy can ban dé khoi lac duong.
Nguyén Huynh Mai da c6 dugc tat ca nhitng tw do dé di xa, dé
quan sat, dé tim toi, dé phdan tich, dé nhan dinh va dé hoc hoi.
Trdi réng trong khéng gian va thoi gian, tic pham ciia ba da
cho nguoi ta thdy lai nhitng kinh nghiém, nhitng suy tw ciia ba
trong khodng thoi gian dy. Va ba da khéng lac dwong. C6 bé
lang Hoa Hdo luc nao ciing tam tdm, niém niém, cing lac quan
hiéng vé lang Hoa Hao, vé qué hwong Viét Nam cia cé, bat
chdp khéng gian xa la va thoi gian vim vut tréi qua, vi doi véi
c0 "qua khw, twong lai va hién tai déu la mot"

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nguyén Huynh Mai Web: nguyenhuynhmai.com
- Co bé lang Hoa Hao Web: phunuviet.org
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12. Cao Xuan Huy

CAC XUAN HUY

GBE Gy ". G

1947 -2010

Cao Xuan Huy (1947-2010)

Cao Xuan Huy tv Huy Réu, tén ciing com & nha va ban be tur
thud nho di hoc goi la Beng, phap danh Minh Ngo. ong sinh
ngay 14 thang 7 nam 1947 tai Bic Ninh, qué huong quan ho
dat Bic, qué ngoai Ha Nam. Than sinh 1a Cao Nhi ndi tiéng
trong lang dién anh, giéi van chuong va bao chi Ha Noi mot
thoi, viét van, lam tho, 1am bao ron rang gitta 16p tré dugc
nhiéu nguoi quy trong va cam mén.

Ngay 20 thang 7 nam 1954, Hiép dinh Geneve duoc ky két bén
kia ho Leman, ldy song Bén Hai 1am bo ranh giéi hai mién cat
d6i dat nuée, thang 10 nam 1954, Cao Xuan Huy theo ngudi
cau vao Nam, luc d6 mdi bay tudi, chua mot 1an gdp mat cha,
nghe me ndi, tr luc sinh ra doi, duong nhu Cao Xuan Huy chi
duoc cha bé c6 mot 1an. Me & lai Ha Noi, nan na doi chc“mg tur
hau phuong tré vé. Hai nguoi khi gip nhau khong biét da xay
ra chuyén gi ¢ hdu truong. Nam 1955, me cua Cao Xuan Huy
b6 chay cong san vao Nam, dé lai ngudi con gai 16n sdng voi
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chong. Cao Xuan Huy lién lac voi cha qua nhimg tim buu
thiép, ching duoc vai lan thi nghe dau bj cAm. Tir d6 Cao
Xuan Huy khong con lién lac dugc voi cha. Cha 6ng ¢ lai Ha
Noi két ndi v6i mot ngudi dan ba khéac. Trong khi me di cu vao
Sai Gon, 1iy chong khac va sinh thém con.

Thang 2 nam 1968, Cao Xuan Huy nhép ngii, theo hoc khoa si
quan tai Truong B9 Binh Thu Buec.

Pau nam 1970, Cao Xuan Huy tinh nguyén theo hoc khoa
"Rirng niii Sinh ldy" & Duc My, Nha Trang, tinh nguyén gia
nhap binh ching Thily quan Luc chién, dam nhiém Trung tay
DPai doi pho Dai d6i 4, Trung doan 4 Kinh Ngu.

Cao Xuan Huy tham du nhiéu tran chién 4c liét khép bdn vung
chién thuat. Thang 3 ndm 1975, Cao Xuan Huy bi cong san bt
lam tu binh cung c4 don vi khi cudc lui binh theo Iénh trén khoi
tinh Quang Tri bi that bai tai bo bién Thuan An, Hué.

Nam 1977 khi bi giam gilt & Trai 4-AT ¢ tinh Thanh Hoa, khi
dang dbn lim ¢ cong truong long hd séng Muc, Cao Xuan Huy
bong dugc can bo trai dén thong bao:"Anh c6 ong bé vao tham,
ong cu vé roi, ¢é giti lai cho anh mét ba-16 do tham nuéi.” Cao
Xuan Huy khong dugc phép gap than sinh, du cho than sinh da
phai 16i bo bao nhiéu ciy s6 duong ring mdi vao dén cho con
"hoc tdp" va trai cling khong trao cai ba-16 do thim nudi ay cho
Cao Xuéan Huy, chia nhau thu tiéu luon. Chang qua baoi than
sinh cia Cao Xuan Huy von lam tho, viét bao, co dinh dén vu
an Nhan Vin - Giai Pham, di bi quan thac, cAm sang tac, tir d6
van gidu gidu giém giém lam tho ma bi that lac hét, chi duoc
phép dich nhitng tac pham vin chuong ngoai qudc di kiém
duyét dé kiém song, do d6 da bi ngan khong cho gip con.

Vao nam 1979, Cao Xuan Huy dugc dua vé Binh Dién, Hué
gilt ¢ Trai Doi 8 Trai 5, tirng c6 thoi gian giam gitt tai cac Trai
tu Khe Sanh, Con Tién, Ai Tu...Lac d6 Cao Xuan Huy cho
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dugc tha boi vi kha nang lao dong da can kiét, bi gitr lai trai,
sat nhap vao toan lao dong nhe dé khong bi cit khau phén Cao
Xuan Huy dang trong gi¢ lao dong thi can bo trai dén noi bao
vac ghé vao nha thim nuéi, 1an d6 Cao Xuan Huy méi duogc
gap than sinh.

Hai ngay sau, thang 9 nam 1979, Cao Xuan Huy dugc tha khoi
trai giam, lan tim dén madt khach san tim cha, da dugc cha cho
biét khi vao tham con trong trai tu.

Sau khi Cao Xuan Huy ra tu, Cao Nhi dap tau héa vao Nam
thim con may lan, nhung Cao Xuan Huy chi gip va quanh
quan v6i cha c6 nam, ba ngay. Lan sau cing cha vao, dung lac
Cao Xuan Huy dang trén chui trén nhiii, bi cong an ling bat
git gao vi tdi to chirc vuot bién. Do d6, Cao Xuan Huy khong
dam dén gip cha, vi cong an bao vdy ludn ca khach san chd
than phu dang tra ngu.

Théng 12 nim 1982, khi xubng ghe vuot bién, Cao Xuan Huy
tudng chung khong con bao gio dugc gap than sinh nira.

Thg’lng 10 nam 1983 bat dau dén My, nam 1984 dinh cu tai
mién Nam California.

Sang My, Cao Xuan Huy méi viét van. nho ¢6 Nguyén Mong
Giac khéo tay lam ba mu giup cho Cao Xuan Huy sanh ra dua
con van chuong dau long Thdng ba gdy sung, 1a cubn hdi ky
duoc nhiéu ngudi ua thich.

Cao Xuén Huy tung cong tac voi tudn bao Viét Tide. Nim
1989, lam Tong thu ky tap chi Van Hoc. Nam 2005, lam Chu
bién tap chi Van Hoc dén nam 2009.

Nam 2000, Cao Xuan Huy di tré vé Ha Noi dé tham cha, tiéc

thay than phu ong d gia lai thém bénh cao mau va tiéu duong,
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khong cAm but duge nira, va da qua doi nam 2009, dé lai trong
long 6ng nhiéu thuong tiéc.

Ngay 10-7-2010, Cao Xuéan Huy gidi thi¢u tac phim tht hai
Vai Mau Chuyén tai hoi truong nhat bao Viét Herald.

Cao Xuén Huy tac gia Thdng ba gdy sing, do bao bénh mat
ngé}y 12-11-2010 tai tu gia & Lake Forest, California, tho 63
tuoi.

Téc pham:

- Théng ba gdy siing (Hoi ky, Van Khoa, 1986)
- Vai mau chuyén (Tép truyén, 2010)

Trich van:
Thang Ba Gay Sung
Tua

T61 khong phai 1a mot nha van, ma t61 chi 1a mét nguoi linh,
linh tac chién duing nghia ctia danh tir, va nhiing diéu toi viét
trong quyén sach nay chi 1a mot cau chuyén, cau chuyén that
mot tram phﬁn tram duoc ké lai béng chit. T6i viét nhiing diéu
ma nhitng thang linh ching t6i da tryc tiép tham dy nhung
khong ai viét lai, trong khi nhiéu nguoi da viét vé nhimng
chuyén chién truong thi hinh nhu chang c6 ai du.

Trong ltra tudi cta toi, lira tudi dudi mudi khi theo gia dinh di
cu tir Bac vao Nam, ngoai trir nhitng ngudi co than nhan rudt
thit bi giét bai Viét Cong, con hau hét, c6 bao nhiéu ngudi thuc
sy cam thu Viét Cong dau, vi rd rét mot diéu 1a tr lra tudi toi
tré xudng, co dira nao biét Viét Cong 1a cai gi dau. Ciing y nhu
lira tudi dudi mudi khi theo cha me qua My tir nam 1975 & day
bay gio. Cling thu ghét Viét Cong vay, nhung chi 1a cai thu gia
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truyén, cha me thu ghét thi minh ciing thu ghét theo thé thoi,
chur chéng c6 gi la sdu dam ca. Cho dén khi 16n 1én, dau 6c da
tam du dé suy xét thi khd mot ndi, hé théng tuyén truyén cia
Viét Nam Cong Hoa lai c6 gi tri phan tuyén truyén nhiéu hon
1a tuyén truyén. Cho nén khi vao quan doi, t6i tinh nguyén vao
don vj tac chién thtr thiét vi cdm thu ké dich thi it ma vi céi
mau ngdng nghénh cia tudi tré, vi bi kich thich béi nhimg cam
gidc manh cua chién truong thi nhiéu.

Tuy nhién, vi & mot don vi thudng xuyén tac chién, cing gian
nguy, cung séng chét v4i nhau nén t6i dd gin bé véi ban be,
dé)ng do6i trong don vi nhu véi anh em rudt thit. Toi yéu don vi
t6i, t6i yéu mau mil, mau 4o toi, téi yéu thudc cap téi va toi
kinh trong thugng cép t61. To1 binh than chép nhan moi thoi hu
tat xdu ctia thugng cap va thudc cap, va chinh toi ciing c6 qua
nhiéu théi hu tat xau.

Nhung, khi hai ong xép 16n ciia t6i 1a dai ta 1ir doan truong va
trung ta 1ir doan pho bo 1ir doan gdm bén tiéu doan tac chién va
cac don vi phu thudc téng cong vao khoang trén dudi bon ngan
ngudi trong con quan bach dé chay 13y than thi 10ng cdm han
clia t6i dot nhién bung day. Toi giét Viét Cong khong gém tay
nhung khong bdi long cam thu vi gitra ching t61 va Viét Cong
da c6 lan ranh 15 rét, hai bén chién tuyén han hot, hé ctr thiy
mat nhau la glet dung moi muu moi cach dé giét nhau. Con
dang ndy, vira mat niém tin vira tai nhuc vi nhiing ‘nguoi minh
vua kinh trong vira phai tuan 1énh mot cach tuyét ddi.

Lam thuyén truong thi phai song chét theo tau, lam don vi
truong thi phai sdng chét theo don vi. Téi mudn ndi dén tinh
than trach nhiém ctia nguoi chi huy. Ngudi ¢6 quyén hanh ma
khong c6 trach nhiém nao cé khéc gi ké phan boi. Ching ta
thua khong phai vi ké dich manh ma vi trong hang ngii ching
ta co qua nhiéu ké phan boi va hén nhat. Chinh vi long tht han
su hén nhat va vo trach nhiém cua cp chi huy nén hinh anh va
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dién tién nhimng ngay cudi cung trude khi ca 1t doan tan ri va
bi bét boi khoang hon mdt dai doi du kich Viét Cong vao nura
cudi thang Ba nam 1975 di nhu mot cuén phim ndm in trong
tri nhG cua toi, chi can mot cai 4n nut 1a duge chiéu lai mot
cach rd nét voi ddy du nhirng suy nghi va phan Gmg cta toi, véi
ting dién tién nho ma toi da phai trai qua.

To61 6m cai ky niém dau don va tui nhuc nay ca chuc nam nay,
qua nhiing nam tu day, qua nhiing ngay thang lang thang ¢ trai
ty nan, qua dén My, t61 doc dugc 101 tuyén bd cua mot ong
tuéng cii nao do trén bao dai khai "DPé mat nudc 1a toi chung
cua moi nguoi, lam 16n thi toi 16n, lam bé thi tdi bé". T61 nghi
ngay dén mot diéu 1a nhitng thang dam sau lung chién si c6 toi,
va nhitng thang chién si dua lung cho xép ctia minh dam ciing
c6 toi ludn. Piéu nay da 1a cai an nat dé toi ké lai cau chuyén
nay.

Diéu t6i muén noi trong quyén sach nay 1a khong ai 1a khong
quay lai nhin chd minh vira ngd, va ciing khong ai 1a khong
quay lai nhin ddng phan minh vira thai. Ngi 1a 15i ciia chinh
minh, va phan cé thbi cling 1a phan ctia minh, vy ma tai sao ca
chuc nim nay van khong thay ai ddm quay nhin lai cai 16i da
lam cho minh ngi 1én ngay trén déng phan ctia minh, ma chi c¢6
toan nhimg 10i chiri béi va d6 16i cho ngudi khac, can dam lam
cling chi ddm nhan mot cai 16i chung chung "l6n 16i 16n, bé 16i
bé" ding theo cai kiéu "Qudc gia hung vong that phu hiru
trach". Thang that phu con c6 13i thi con ai ma khong co 15i, toi
cling danh co 16i vay.

T6i khong nhé ciu nay cia ai: "Cai dam quan than cua tridu
dinh cii chéng co gi phai ngai ca, vi khi ¢6 quan co quyén trong
tay ho con chang lam duoc tro trong gi, thi bay gio, chi con tro
lai c6 mdi cai than gid 4o tai com, hoi rang ho sé& lam duogc gi
hon ngoai céi gia va cai tai".
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bau phai dat nude ta 1a mot ban co dé hé danh thua van nay,
x0a di xép quéan lam lai ban khac ma tudng van 13 tudng, quan
van la quan. Pau phai nhiing con xe, con ma, con chét da chét
di déu c6 thé dung dau day dé 1am lai mét tran moi.

Tri da khong ma diing ciing khong, chi c6 mdi cai tai do do
uong wong la st dung mdt cach bura bai céi diing ctia nguoi
khac dén ndi phai bo ca dat nuéc ma chay, danh Lira dé bo hang
triéu thang dam chién diu t4i ciing vao trong nhiing trai ti do,
vy ma van con dam chuong mit ra doi tiép tuc lam cha me
dan thi qua 1a qua 1am 1dm. Cai di vang théi tha va hén nhat thi
du cho nguoi duong thoi ¢ thé bo qua, nhung lich sir dau co
tha thtr. Van cai chinh danh 14 chong Cong nhung cii ngon ciia
cac ong trudc kia 1am xép 16n di khong thun roi, bay gio phai
dé cho 16p ngudi mai. Véi tu thé méi, ho méi 1a nhimg ngudi
thuan ngon. Danh chinh ngdn thuan méi cé thé thing dugc
Viét Cong, khoi phuc lai duoc dét nude. Nhiing con chot thép
co bé miéng, nhitng thang bji d¢ dau sai khién ngay xua va
nhitng ngudi méi 16n bay gid méi co quyén noéi va méi la
nguoi co tu cach lam.

Quyén sach nay khong hé 1a mot tiéu thuyét ma 1a mot hoi ky.
Boi vi toi chua timg 1d mot nguoi cam but va toi cling khong
biét cach sip xép cAu chuyén nhu thé nao. Thang Ba thi moi
ngudi di rd, con Giy Sung, t6i mudn ndi 1én mot didu dau long
cho nhimg thing linh cam sung, khau sting ma khéng c6 dan
thi gid tri khong béng mdt khic cii muc, chinh toi da dan dai
ddi xung phong 1én chiém muc tiéu ma chi ban bang mom.
Stng cuia ching toi c6 phai 1a da bi bé gy khong khi ma van
c6 thé tiép té dan cho chung toi dé chung toi chién dau? Ai da
bé giy sing ciia chung t6i? Toi dat chit Gay Stung cho quyén
sach nay la nhu vay.

Va t6i goi Thang Ba Gay Sting 1a hdi ky vi t6i chiju hoan toan
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trach nhiém vé nhiing didu t6i viét, tit ca nhiing dia danh,
nhiing tén nguoi, tén don vi, tat ca nhiing dién tién déu 1a that,
that mot tram phan tram. Toi khong 16ng vao day bat cir mot
hu cdu nhé nao, chic chin 1a toi da quén kha nhiéu chi tiét, va
voi cép bac va chuc vu thép kém cua toi, chic chin 1a co rat
nhiéu dir kién ma t6i da khong duoc biét. Toi viét lai hoan toan
su that nhitng diéu mit thay, tai nghe, nhitng diéu t6i da nhan
Iénh va da thi hanh.

Néu Thang Ba Gay Sting 14 tiéu thuyét thi toi lai phai thém mot
cAu mau mé dai khai "nhirng nhan vat va nhimg su viéc déu do
su tuong tugng cua tac gia, moi sy trung hop chi 13 ngau nhién
ngoai y muén...", trong khi t6i chi c6 mot diéu ngoai y mudn la
t0i da khong du kha nang dé viét tat ca nhimg diu toi phai
viét.

Cao Xuan Huy

Thang ba giy siing
(Trich)

T6i va thang ban lang thang khip cac quan nhdu, quan bia 6m
trong thoi gian thanh phd dang x6n xao vé chuyén mat Ban Mé
Thudt. Vira méi xong vu Phudc Long thuong kho, bay gio lai
dén Ban Mé Thudt "khé thwong”. Khong biét 1an nay nhimng
noi an choi cua trai thanh gai lich Sai Gon c6 bi dong cura ba
ngay nhu lan trudc khong? Nhung ca chuyén mat Ban Mé
Thuot 1an chuyén déng cira nhimng noi du hi ching dn nhau gi
dén bon t6i ca. Cho du tat ca nhitng quan bia 6m bi dong ctra,
bon ti van c6 thé 18 la nhitng quan céc 1& dudng. Hon nita, luc
nay dd vao ntra cubi thang lwong ma ngay vui chic chin s& con
rat dai nén chuyén ngdi quan coc lai 1a diéu hop 1y va hop tién
Thanh ra voi bon t01, nhu cai gi cling 1a nhau. Ching toi can
nhau va sau d6 xudng x6m tim chi em ta, that gian di va dé
tinh. Quan coc va cac xé6m chi em ta bao dam la khong bi anh
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huéng mot ti gi vé chuyén thanh ph phai dé tang cho mot dia
danh nao d6 vira mat.

Toi1 cling vay. Phudc Long méat; Ban Mé Thudt mat; Pleiku,
Kontum dang chuin bi mat t6i xem nhu "no pa", boi vi toi
séng va 16n 1én ¢ Sai Gon nén t6i dd thira hudng tron ven cai
thoi than nhién, ci tinh phét tinh Ang Lé hon ngudi Ang Lé
cua dan Sai Gon. Thanh thir mot dia danh nao d6 du 1én du
nho, vira mat di hay vira chiém lai duoc néu khong an nhau gi
dén chuyén 1am an ctia minh, chuyén mat mat nguoi than cia
minh hay dnh huéng dén chuyén an choi ctia minh thi di nhién
khong phai la chuyén cua minh. Tleng sing ¢ ngoai tam tal cua
moi ngudi ma. "Tdi van sdng, t6i van in va tdi van thd...

T61 da tra dong mot thoi gian & Ban Mé Thudt, cling ¢ mot it
ky niém ling nhing vé tinh cam ¢ Ban Mé Thudt. Nhung toi
khong c6 tai san, toi khong c6 than nhan dang ¢ hay dang danh
d4m & Ban Mé Thudt, va nhitng noi an choi cua t61 & Sai Gon
khong bi anh huéng boi chuyén mat Ban Mé Thudt, nén mot
nam muoi hai thang, chi co may ngay 1a duoc an nhau thoai
mai, khong phai lo bét cir chuyén gi, vay thi tai sao toi phai ban
tdm v€ nhimg chuyén khong phai cua minh? Mét hay khong
méat Ban Mé Thudt thi da sao?

La ca ¢ cac quan nhau va sau do xuéng xom dé 1a mot chuong
trinh bat di bét dich trong nhimng lan  phép 6 Sai Gon. ba co lan
t6i viét thu cho mot nguoi ban ké Ve nhing 1an phep va nhing
ngay phép cua toi: "O Sai Gon, sudt ngay tao chi ngdi va nam,
ngdi v6i ruou va nam véi gai, vi ca nam sau do tao khong con
duoc ngdi va nam thoai mai nita, va chua chic tao da c6 thém
duoc mot 1an phép ké tiép. Ly do that gian di 1a mbi budi sang
mo mét ra méi biét 1a minh da séng thém duoc mot ngay".

Thoi gian nay toi chi tiéc mot didu 12 Rex vira chiéu mot xuit
dac biét phim Exorcist d€ lay tién giap dong bao chay loan; gia
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vé that dat nhung da hét nhén tir chiéu, ké ca vé cho den dit
gip ba bdn 1an gia vé chinh thirc. Toi dén tré nén khoéng mua
dugc vé. Khong hiéu ca nam nira t6i méi duoc vé, chic gi da
dung vao dip phim nay duoc chiéu lai. Téi tiéc khong phai vi
t6i da khong dugc dong gop chut dinh tién theo kiéu trude mua
vui sau 1am viéc nghia dé ctru giup déng bao minh, ma vi phim
nay duoc quang cdo hap dan qua, t6i mudn dugc xem di tir 1au
roi. Théi thi lai nhau.

Pén ngay hét han trén gidy phép t6i ra trinh dién hau ct ¢
Viing Tau dé gia han, vi t6i da 1én may bay roi Hué cham hon
ngay ghi trong gidy phép. Pudng Sai Gon - Vung Tau luc nay
hoi mat an ninh nén nhitng chuyén lién lac gitta hau ct tiéu
doan vdi Bo tu 1énh ¢ Sai Gon thua hon trude. Trong khi cho
doi quyét dinh cia tiéu doan truong & hanh quan, toi la ca &
Bii Trudc dé tranh phai nghe chuyén ngdi 18 d6i mach, noi xau
nhau cta nhirng ba vo s quan ¢ khu gia binh ctia hau ct.

An nhau ¢ ddy qua phi tién nén khong doi tiéu doan truong gia
han gidy phép - toi biét chic chan 1 t6i s& khong duoc gia han
- va ciing khong doi dé di theo chuyén lién lac, toi ty dong coi
nhu minh d3 hop 18 chuyén kéo dai ngay phép, t6i 1én xe do vé
Sai Gon sau mot chau nhau say mem v&i bon dé tor ¢ hau cu.
Thu hai qua Iyu dan trong tii quan cho chic in, nhung vira
budc chan 1én xe toi dd ngti nhu chét. V& dén Sai Gon tén lo xe
con phai lay mot hoi 1au toi méi tinh.

T6i lai lién mién sang xin chiéu say t6i nim quay voi gai, mic
dau da hét ca nhimg ngay phép tu gia han. Nhung nhim nho gi,
t6i van con nhing ngay phép tu ky nita vi t6i 1a mot thang co
biét tai tré phép. Tuy co tng bién, ti c6 trim phuong nghin ké
dé tré phép ma khong bi phat. Toi dé ting di hai muoi tam
ngay trong khi pheép chi co bbn ngay, ra don vi ciing chi cuoi
trur. Lan di phép nay, toi da khong dinh tré, nhung vi t6i da bi
tiéu doan truong giit lai don vi dén qua Tét ta trong khi gidy
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phép cua to1 da duoc gui vé héu tram trude Noél, nén khong 1y
do gi ma t6i khong tré phép dé bu lai su thiét thoi vo 1y do.

Subt bay ndm linh t6i chi duoc dn Tét 1én ¢ Sai Gon mot lan
vao dau nam 70 vi toi tinh nguyén di hoc khéa Ring Nui Sinh
Lay ¢ Duc My dé cau gio kiém cai Tét. Dé tra thu vi bi mat
khoi khoi mét cai Tét huy hoang & Sai Gon t6i tinh phai tré
phép mot thang tirc 1a phai ¢ Sai Gon mot thang rudi moi ha
da. T6i duogc phép thudng dac biét muoi 1am ngay, cho nén da
hét nhitng ngay phép tu gia han, t6i con dén mot thang phép tu
ky nira. Thiéu mot thang si quan tai mot dai doi lic nao ciing
¢ san hai, ba théng si quan du bi thi dau co nham nho gi, mg
di liy chong thi chg van vui ma.

Nhung ch¢ da khong vui.

Chiéu 15 thang Ba, t61 gép thiéu Gy Bé Quan Canh vira tir B
tu 1énh hanh quan vé, cho biét tleu doan t61 dang dung lon.
Tiéu doan t6i ndm & cay sb 23 vé phia béc trén qudc 10 1 tinh
tir Hué. Khu vuye trach nhiém cua tiéu doan tir bo bac song An
Ld ra dén can cir Hoa My. Sat song An L§ 1a hai lang C6 Bi va
Hién Si, noi da xdy ra nhiing tran danh 16n sat quéc 10, va hién
nay van dang bi dic cong va du kich quay pha, nhung chi 13
quay pha chir khong co gi dang ngai. Sat can cit Hoa My la
lang Bong Lam, mot cai lang ma hau nhu tir truong ap tro
xudng déu 1a Viét Cong. Phia dong 1a bai cat ménh mong, co
mot it dan Quang Tri chay loan vé tam cu 1ap thanh mot vai
x6m nho, twong ddi an toan. Con vé phia tiy cua ving trach
nhiém, noi ddi dién thuc sy véi Viét Cong, noi mat ddi mat, co
cham tuyén, c6 diém déng quan, noi phia tdy nay c6 mot trong
diém 1a d6i 51. Tur ddi 51, chung tdi c6 thé quan sat duoc
nhitng cudc chuyén quan, kiém soat duoc nhitng hoat dong tai
cac vi tri cua Viét Cong, va cling tur ddi 51, Viét Cong co thé
kiém soat dugc céc vi tri dong quan cua chung toi, ké ca mot
doan quéc 16 1. Viét Cong co thé d& dang lién lac v6i bon du
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kich nim trong lang Pong Lam, ndm ngay sat qudc 16 va ngay
bén canh can ctr Hoa My.

Néu tiéu doan to1 dung 16n, chic chén la dung tai ddi 51. Tinh
theo vong thay doi diém dong quan trong ti€u doan thi dai doi
to1 dang nam ¢ doi 51.

Ban Mé Thudt mat khong an nhau gi dén t6i. Nguoi ta dang bo
Pleiku, Kontum ciing chang nham nho gi dén toi. Nhung do6i
51, mot ngon ddi nho khong co6 tén, ching t61 phai léy cao do
ctia n6 dé dit cho né mot cai tén cho dé goi, noi ma khong mot
nguoi Sai Gon nao nghe noéi dén, noi ma di c6 mat no ciing
khong dang dé cho nguoi ta xé dich cai kim hay doi mau but
chi m& trén ban d6 chién sy trong nhitng bao cao hang ngay,
noi ma ban tin chién sy hang ngay cuia dai phat thanh quan doi
ciing khong budn doc, noi ma bao chi hiang ngay cung coi nhu
khong dang dang bang tin xe can cho, thi chinh no, cai doi troc
16¢, nho xiu va lun tit nam & cyc bac Viét Nam Cong Hoa, lai
1a diéu rat quan trong ddi véi toi, da 1am tdi bo an bo nhau, da
lam t6i dang phé phon phai tim moi cach ra dén noi cang sém
cang tot. N6 manh hon nhitng ngay phép tra thu cta toi, nd ha
do van tat ca nhiing 1y do, nhitng ci manh t6i dang sap xép dé
qua mit Tiéu doan trudong, vi d6 1a ngon doi ma dai doi toi
dang trin dong, noi ma anh em bé ban, thay tro cta t6i khong
biét thang song thiang chét ra sao.

Sang 16 thang Ba, toi 1¢n trinh dién Bo tu Iénh, phong Tu cho
biét it ra phai ca tudn nita méi c6 dugce tén trong danh sach ciia
chuyén bay ra Da Nang phi truong Phu Bai da khong sir dung
dugc vi nam trong tAm phdo ctua Viét Cong. Luc an diém tim
tai Thi Nghé sang ngay 17 t6i dd nan ni thuong si Tuln, nguoi
phu trach lap danh sich cho cic chuyén bay cia Su doan dé
duoc c6 tén trong chuyén bay ngay 18.
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Chiéu 17 thang Ba, t6i chao gia dinh dé di. Ba ngoai 6m toi
khéc. Mg t61 khong mudn toi di. Va ciu tdi - tuy la em cua me
t6i nhung 6ng méi chinh 1a bd t6i vi éng dd nudi toi tir ngdy
con do hon cho dén khi t6i bude chan vao doi - khuyén t6i nén
dao ngil vi tinh hinh theo 6ng biét 1a My s& bo roi Viét Nam.
Ong noi:

"Tinh hinh lic nay khong con dugc nhu trude nira dau con a!
Nhimng ngudi My cdu quen da luc tuc vé nudc gan hét, chi con
it nguoi ¢ lai dé thu x€p cong viée, cau chic 13 rdi ho ciing s&
di nay mai gi d6 thoi. Tt nhat 13 con nén & nha dé con lo lidu
cho gia dinh. Nha minh chi c6 cdu véi con 1a dan 6ng thoi."

T6i tin 1a 6ng ndi that. DI nhién l1a ong khong noi hét nhimg
diéu 6ng biét nhung 6ng cho t6i mot 161 khuyén goi tron tat ca
nhiing diéu ong can noéi. Su quen biét ciia ong du dé bao dam
nhing diéu 6ng néi nén toi tin 1a 6ng thyc sy mudn tdi dao ngii
& nha dé tranh phai hic ddu vao nhing trdn danh vo ich.
Nhung t6i khong nghe 16i 6ng. Chac chin 1a My khong bo Viét
Nam, bao nhiéu xuong méau va cia cai cia My di d6 xudng
day r0i. Va hién gid My chi khong tang vién trg chir My déu co
cat hét vién tro. Ching t6i da chang phai chién d4u theo kiéu
nha nghéo tir sau ngay ngung ban roi u. Con mot diéu nira 1a
ban t6i, anh Phat lam & Ha Vién, cho biét 1a s& cit dat hodc &
An Ld hodc & Ling Co.

Hon nira, con déng doi t61, con dan em t6i, con danh du toi.
Tbi s& an no6i thé nao vai ho khi ma t6i, th::ing Huy Rau cua tiéu
doan 4 dao ngii khi don vi dung tran. Riéng chuyén tré phép
trong khi dai doi bi tdn cong & doi 51 da khong du nhuc hay
sao, khong 1€ bay gio to1 lai béd mac tui nd, dao ngii dé lo cho
than minh vi chuyén kho tin chua xdy ra. Khong, céu t6i noi
that nhung chi 1a diéu 6ng can ctr vao nhiing tin tirc tir ban be,
ngudi quen cua ong; con toi, t6i khong thé nghe 10i 6ng vi toi
khong mudn 13 mot thang hén. To6i noi véi 6ng: "Séng chét
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suong khd gi ciing co sb6 hét cau a. Chau khong mudn phai
nguong moi lan gap lai ban be, dong déi."

To61 khong phai 1a mot ngudi hung, nhung t61 cling khong phai
la mot ngudi hén. Toi chi 1a mot nguoi linh, linh cua mot binh
ching chuyén mon danh tran va chi nhan nhiing ngudi tinh
nguyén; toi phai xtrng dang véi mau mi to61 dang doi, mau ao
t61 dang mac, va hoi ca nhan mot chut, to61 phai xirng dang véi
cap lon tdi dang deo... Nhung tdi cling khong phai la mot nguoi
linh gwong mau, dac khuén theo nhirng diéu duoc huan luyén
trong quan truong, thi hanh dung 8 diéu, 10 diéu tim niém cia
mAy ong Chién Tranh Chinh Tri dé ra ma chinh miy ong ay lai
khong bao gio thi hanh. T6i 1a mot thang linh ba gai, ¢ bac,
ruou ché, trai gai du ca nhung danh giic cling rat tan tinh.
Chua mot ai, thwong cap ciing nhu thudc cap, phai than phién
vé t6i trong nhitng tran danh.

Trua 18 thang Ba, ra dén Da Nang, toi phai nga lai mot dém vi
khong c6 xe ra Hué. Bo tu 1énh hanh quan dang chuyén tir
Huong Pién Hué vao can cir Non Nudc Pa Nang. Xe co dang
danh wu tién dé chuyén céc tiéu doan cia Lir doan 258 va 369
vao Pa Ning thay cho céc tiéu doan Du riit vé Sai Gon.

Ngoai trir phi truong Da Ning rat dang chon ron vé nhiing
dbng quan tai phu co dugc dua vé Sai Gon va nhitng ngudi dan
Pleiku, Kontum dugc di tan bang may bay dén, nhip séng cia
nhiing ngudi dan trong thanh phd hinh nhu khong c6 gi thay
d6i. Toi va may nguoi linh clng tiéu doan lai lang thang trong
thanh phd dé tim cac quan nhau va x6m chi em ta. Ca phé, xi
né, vil trudng van doéng dao tap nap. Budi tdi chung t6i con kéo
nhau dén xem hoi cho tai mot trudng nit trung hoc nhan dip 1&
ky niém mot nir anh hung nao do trong lich st ma to61 khong
nhé. Ngudi ta van an dién, nguoi ta van choi boi, nguoi ta van
vui vé thodi mai, duong xa van rat nhon nhip. Sinh hoat binh
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thuong nay da 1am yén long nhitng nguoi dan vira tr Quang Tri
va Hué chay vao.

Can cu chuyén van van t6i tam, hoi ham va ban thiu nhu thud
ndo, van nhén nhip va dn 40 vi chua bao gio dugc yén tinh.
Nhitng ong gia mét méi va nhimg ngudi dan ba xde xéch dang
vét v khoc quanh nhitng quan tai phu co duge mang dé o day
khong biét tir luc ndo, va cling khong biét dén bao gid méi
duoc mang di. May bay di khong con chd cho nhimg chlec
quan tai ndy, va duong thiy ciing chi nhan mdi ngay mot sb rat
han ché.

C6 ca xac cua nhirng ngudi linh cua tiéu doan t6i da nam doi ¢
day bon, nim ngay. Va than nhan cia ho & dau miét luc tinh
cling d3 ra dén, xac cta ho phai dugc mang di gap vi ho chét it
ra cling da hon mdt tuan, khong hiéu thr tu vu tién cta cin ct
dugc sap xép thé nio ma xac ho van con dé day. Va diéu nay
cling 1am t6i thiac mac 1a tir ngdy Su doan t6i ra Quang Tri,
chung t6i van c6 nhitng chuyén bay riéng dé tiép té, tai thuong,
tai xac... tai sao by gio' ching toi lai phai tai xac qua hé thong
chuyén van cia cin ct nay? To6i duoc yéu cau ding ra can
thiép nhung chang di dén dau ca, chi nhan duoc nhitng 10i hua,
ma 101 htra thi gia tri khi gi trong lic nay!

Chuing t6i lai kéo nhau ra cai quan nam xé cong cin ¢ nhau
tiép. Lai nhau, mic dau méy thing chi con mot cay thuéc
Capstan dem theo dé doi ruou. Tai quan nhau, t6i gip may
nguoi linh Loi HO dong tai Pa Ning, ho cho biét nira khuya
nay ho phai nhay vao Ban M€ Thudt. Toi nghi bung qua la cho
ma khi ¢6 tinh giét thém mot it nguol néu ding nhu ho phai
nhay vao Ban Mé Thuét. Hy vong dleu nay khong dung voi su
that. Quyét dinh thi quan hay quyét dinh sai 1am cta mot cip
chi huy c6 the giét chét hang don vi 16n ciing khong déng trach,
nhung quyét dinh thay mét toan linh vao mot noi ma hang su
doan khong chdng giir ndi, kéo theo ca mot quan doan phai rat
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chay thi cai chét cta ho phi qua. Ai 1a ngudi chiu trach nhiém
v€ nhiing céi chét ky cuc vo ich nay? Linh cling 1a nguoi cho
dau phai do choi cho nhiing 6ng xép 16n!

Trua 19 thang Ba, t6i ra dén Hué. Sinh hoat & day rit vOi va,
voi vd chir khéng on do. Hinh nhu nguoi dan & day da qua
quen v6i nhitng 1an phai bo nha bo cira chay lay ngudi, va hinh
nhu nhitng ngudi chuyén gay ra chuyén on do d bo chay tir
truéc roi. Nhitng ngudi nha giau di vao Pa Ning hodc Sai
Gon, nhitng ngudi trung Iwu cling d¢a vao Da Nang tra than, cai
voi va chi xdy ra ¢ nhitng ngudi budn ban nho, hodc & nhiing
ngudi con ¢d nan lai ¢ thanh phd dé kiém thém chit "chao".

T6i cling voi va khong kém. Toi phai mua it do lat vat dé di
gap ra tiéu doan trong budi chiéu dé con kip vé dén dai doi
trude khi troi toi. Toi khong thé doi dén ngay hom sau di theo
chuyén tiép té vi tiéu doan trudng ra 1énh t6i phai ra hanh quan
ngay trong ngiy bang moi gid. Va lai, t6i cling khong thich
nhin thanh phé Hué dang trén da gidy chét nay nén ra hanh
quan cho ém chuyén.

Xuéng xe tai san tiéu doan, toi gap mot thiéu ta rat la mat dang
dimg voi tiéu doan truong & cua 1éu ban Ba. Toi trinh dién.
Ong thiéu ta la hodc do tén la Thanh cling mang bang tén mau
do cua ti€u doan. Ong bat tay to1 va hoi ti€u doan truong:

"Ong si quan nay day ha?"

Nghe ciu nay, t6i biét chic 1 hai ngudi di ndi chuyén vé toi,
va di nhién khong phai 1a néi tot. Nham nho gi! Tiéu doan
trudng khong tra 161, quay sang noi voi toi:

"Pu me, 6ng vé dai doi lién bay gid."

"Dai doi toi ndm dau, thiéu ta?"
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"Pu me, khong biét, ong di cho khuat mit toi di!"

Tleng chui thé clia Ong rit nho nhung t6i biét dng chiri thé vi
thiy moi ong méap may trudc khi ndi. Toi chao va quay di véi
moét chut thich thu, dau phai thang nao cting lam cho "Hitler"
chiri thé duoc, du chi chiri 1dm bam trong miéng. Ong dudi t6i
di ngay 1ap tirc, tic 1a tdi khong phai tra 101 6ng vé 1y do tré
phép, di nhién nhu vdy toi ddu c6 bi phat. Ra dén Hué, hau
tram di cho t6i biét dai doi bi "banh ta 16ng" & d6i 51 khong
phai 1a dai doi t61, nhu vay, cai ganh ning trong ngudi toi da
duoc trat bo, chi con mdi cai ganh nhé nhe 1a bi phat nay bay
gid ciling dugc thao bo nét.

Trung Gy Xuan dai doi truong dai doi chi huy cho t6i biét 1a
thiéu ta Thanh s& thay thé thiéu ta Toan lam tiéu doan trudng,
han 13 hai 6ng da ban giao ca cai ba gai cta toi. Pai uy Pho
dang tap su lam trudng ban Ba dé di vai thiéu ta Toan qua tiéu
doan 18, dai doi 3 cua dai Gy Hiéu di qua tiéu doan 14 trudc,
con dai doi maéi thanh 14p cua dai uy Chiéu nay tr¢ thanh dai
d6i 3 da "banh" mat nira dai doi tai doi 51, thiéu uy Sang dai
d6i pho chét cung véi linh, trong sd chét ¢6 thang Hiéu, tén cao
bdi rudt cua toi.

Khi thanh 1ap dai d6i moi, t6i chic mam 1a qua lam dai doi
truéng nén da dwa Hiéu qua truée dé khi toi qua khoi bi réc roi
gidy to, nhung cudi cung dai uy Chiéu lam dai doi truong va
thiéu y Sang lam dai doi pho, toi gui Sang thang Hiéu, dau
ngd t6i di guri thang Hiéu cho cai chét.

T6i ciing dugc biét dang 18 dai doi 4 t6i 1én nam do6i 51 theo
dung vong luan phién nhung vi thiéu dai d6i pho -1a t6i- nén
dai d6i 3 d3 1én thay. Nhu vay, chuyén di phép cua toi da ctu
t6i va ciru nira dai doi cta t6i, nhung chuyén di phép cua toi da
lam chét oan Sang va ntra dai doi ciia Sang. Doi 51 da duoc dai
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d6i 2 13y lai sau d6 mot ngay, giai thoat dwoc mot tiéu doi con
bam lai va lay lai toan bo vii khi bj mét, chi thiéu c6 bo phan
may nhim ciia mot khau sung cong dong, ddng thoi tich thu
duoc kha nhiéu vii khi. Xac linh thiéu miy cai duoc ké nhu
mat tich. Xéc thiéu Gy Sang coi tran va khong cé thé bai, duoc
nhan dién bang cai 6ng quan chat cb hitu va cai khoa that lung
dac biét, loai chi c6 khung ma khong c6 mat.

Sang va t61 ¢ hai don vi khac nhau, hoc cung mot khéa ¢ Rung
Cém, trung tam huan luyén cta su doan, cing vé dai d6i mot
ngdy, tuy mdi thang chi huy mot trung doi nhung thuong di cip
v6i nhau trong nhitng tran Gi bai. Hai thang toi con 1a mot cap
tri ky vé nhau. Sang, t6i va Thién - di di don vi khéac - dugc
ménh danh 13 ba c4i nip nhao. Sang deo lon chuén ty hoi lau
trén ¢ - bon nim - ma khong vi mot 1y do nao hét, 1a mot
trung doi trudng ky cyu nhét tiéu doan - hon ba nim - nén vira
1én thiéu Gy vai thang da dugc 1am dai d6i phod. Cude doi binh
nghiép cua Sang kha 1an dan mac dau 1a mot nguoi rat ton
trong ky luat chir khong thudc loai mat day nhu toi. Bay gid lén
lon, 1én chtc lién tuc du rang da tré, tuong rang sy nghiép kaki
s& kha hon chut dinh, nao ngd lwong thiéu ty chua dugc lanh,
ho so chie vu dai doi pho chua diéu chinh xong thi doi Sang
da xong.

Khi dich tran ngap vi tri phong thu & dinh d6i, Sang da xin
phio binh ban thiang vao dau minh, khéng khoa, khong ma,
khong nguy, khong am danh dam thoai gi het trén hé thong
truyén tin, tiéng Sang ngan gon sau mot tiéng chiri thé: "Pu
me, n6 déng qua, chup 1én dau tao!" Phao da chup 1én dinh do6i
va hai chiéc may bay ciing nham thang dinh d6i ma doi.

Cai chét that anh hung nhung cai chét that vo danh - da danh -,
Cai séng anh hung ctia ca mot tiéu doi van bam chit, van chién
dau trén ngon ddi da bi dich tran ngdp cho dén khi duoc giai
ctru, d3 chi duoc nhic nhé dén nhu mot tin tire binh thuong. Co
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vo tinh qua khong, méc du ai cling hiéu mot vai diéu khich 1é
lac nay, mot chit ctr chi quan tdm luc nay con gia tri hon mot
triéu hanh dong tuyén truyén chién tranh chinh tri. Téi thic
mac khong hiéu tiéu d6i anh hung nay 1a ngudi hung riéng cua
tiéu doan 4 hay ho ciing 13 anh hiing ciia ca binh chung, cia ca
quan d6i. Chéc chi c6 nhimg 6ng xép 16n chét hodc séng hoi
"ngon" mot chut méi dang 1a anh hung, con nhimng thing c&
thiéu Gy Sang, c& tiéu doi cb thu trén ddi 51 nay thi 1a "cai me
gi". Quan doi khong thiéu nhitng anh hing ¢& 1a "cai me gi"
ma thanh ra thiéu anh hung mdt cach trAm trong. To1 suc nhd
lai mot trong nhimg ngudi 1a chién si xuat sac thudc tiéu doan
t61 vé du dai hoi chién si xuét sic & Sai Gon nam 73 la nguoi
quanh nim sudt thang ¢ hau ct, hdu nhu sudt cudc doi nha
binh chua hé nghe mot tiéng sung ban nguoc. Hoan hd nhimng
nguoi hung.

T61 hoi trung uy Xuan:
"Dai doi toéi nam & dau 6ng?"
"Cho cfi, dén duong ray queo trai."

T6i ra khoi chd dong quan cta Ban chi huy tiéu doan, bang
ngang qudc 10 di doc 1én phia béc, qua cho Pong Hoa cii, mac
du hom di phép 61 con ngdi 6 goc chg udng bia chd xe do,
nhung bay gio chua day mot thang vang mit, t6i da phai goi la
¢t vi nd chi con tro ra nhimg cai xap chay do va nhiing tam
vach nim ngon ngang day nhing dau dan dai bac. Toi queo trai
vao con duong dat do dan vao phia nui.

Con dudng nhé dan vao chan nui nay rat quen thudc voi toi
nhung bay gio la han. Ngay tir cin nha dau tién, quan nhau cua
me con cd giao Huong da khong con nguyén ven, mai ton dd
up xudng lam ving tung toe nhitng tAm van thung dan phao
binh dugc dong lam vach, can nha bén canh, ti¢m hot toc mién
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qué ciing khong con cai coc nao dimg nguyén. Sudt mét doc,
nhirng cin nha ven cho nay déu c¢6 chung hinh dang tan nat caa
cai cho. Cang vao sdu, nha clra cang tan hoang, diu vét cia
nhirng dot phéao kich khung khiép.

Qua hét khu "thi t&" ven cho, bang qua mdt viing sinh 16n, to1
dén khu trong. Goi la khu trong vi ¢ dam sinh ngin cach vai
khu budn ban bén ngoai chur thuc ra chi c¢6 I¢o teo vai can nha
lup xup dé 6. Khu trong con nguyén ven. Toi dén gan, mot ba
su tur trong nha di ra, goi to61 héi: "Rang eng di gid ni ma di cod
mot miéng?"

Cau hoi 1am t6i siing ngudi. Mat trdi da 1an, tuy con thay rd
mit nguoi nhung chi 13 nh sang phan chiéu ma duong vao dén
dai doi toi con xa. Bay gio toi moi chot dé ¥ 1a khu nay khong
con ngudi dan ndo, vi nha ctra ho chay hét da danh, ma tinh
hinh lac nay khong con phai la tinh hinh cta nhimg ngay t6i
chua di phép. Nhin xudng khiu sing, t6i ndi gai 6¢ khip
nguoi, sung to1 khong co dan.

Bang dong tac rat ty nhién, t6i ké khau sung 1én tai dan bén
hong - di nhién ti dan ciing rng - ding nghiéng ngudi dé ba
su khong thé nhin thdy chd lip bing dan cua khau M-16 toi
cam trén tay dang rong tuéch. T6i tran tinh rit nhanh.

"C6 linh ra don t6i. Tai sao ba lai & day c6 mét minh?"

"Tui tu hanh ma eng. Eng di cho cin than chi may hin thuong
ra gio ni ng."

T6i bude di, trong dau khong con nghi dén Sang, khéng con
nghi dén Hiéu, khong con nghi dén hiing dén hén gi nita ma chi
con nghi dén minh. T6i d3 qué ciu tha dé khong hoi rd tinh
hinh, dé khong ldy vai bang dan dem theo, dé khong goi may
vé dai doi goi linh di don. Su cau tha nay khong thé chap nhan
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dugce. Cai 18i nay chi can mot chat "xui" 1a khong bao gio con
vap phai lan thtr hai vi chic chin khong con lan the hai nao
nira dé ma vép phai. T6i budc di, hap tip nhung phai ¢6 lam ra
ve nhu minh khong hap tap, mat dao that nhanh, lao lién nhu
mot thang an cip, nhung lai phai rat kin déo nhin lai phia sau,
sung khong c6 dan ma lic nao ciing phai ndm l4y tay cam cua
khau sing trong tu thé sin sang bin, nhung di nhién phai gidu
phia gin bang dan quay vao ngudi. Ct trong tu thé mau thuan
nhu vay t6i di. Troi khong lanh ma t6i run, troi khong nong ma
t6i toat mo hoi. Ban tay phai dd u6t nhep ma t6i khong dam roi
tay cam cta khau sung dé lau. Toi phai giit dung tu thé san
sang tac chién voi hy vong may ra danh lira duoc tén du kich
nao lap 16 & déu d6 chiang. Toi cb gat phit ¥ nght la néu thang
du kich nao d6 co6 sung thi cho dii toi co ¢ tu thé "hién ngang"
nhu thé ndo di nita thi n6 van c6 thé "tia" t6i mot cach dé dang.
Nhung véi tu thé nay cia toi, biét dau no6 c6 thé nghi rang dang
sau t6i dang con mot tép linh nita ma toi chi 1a thang xich hau,
néu chi c6 mot minh chic chin no s& khong dam ban. Mot ¢t
thau cay can lang ma t61 chi c6 doi bat mat.

Su binh tinh gan nhu chi con 14 phan ung khong phai cia toi,
duoc ting 1én theo sy rit ngin ciia doan duong, nhung lai giam
xubng theo sy mat dan cua anh sang. Loi ndi ddi ba su khi nay
trg thanh niém hy vong to 16n t6i mong cho: t6i chd dugc gip
t6p linh dang trén duong di don.

DPén dudng riy 1a nga ba dudng thi ciing lai 1a nga ba dudng
ctia t6i, "chd cii" cua dai doi t6i va "toi duong ray queo trai" 1a
hai dia diém nguoc dudng véi nhau, queo trai thi khong thé
nao dén chd cii, ma di bang qua duong ray thi lai sai vi 10i chi
duong. T6i chiri tham trung ty Xuan di chi dudng cho t6i mot
cach ba lap, toi chiri tham t6i da khong kip nhan dinh cho 1
trude khi roi tiéu doan, toi cling chui tham ludn dai doi truong
d3 biét t6i vé dén ma khong cho linh di don.
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T6i phan van nhung khong dugc phép chan chir, quyét dinh
chdm phut nao 13 kéo dai su nguy hiém thém phuat ndy. Toi
khong dam 1én chd cao dé nhin cho xa, vi 4nh sang luc nay
khong du cho t6i nhin xa va bong t6i lai qua du cho than hinh
t6i in rd nét trén nén troi. Chi con chimg ba muoi thude 1 dén
dting chd 18, suy tinh cia t6i khong duoc phép 1au hon ba muoi
budc doi cia mot ngudi bude voi. Téi khong con lua chon gitra
hai noi "chd cii" va "dén dudng riy queo trai" nita, ma toi chi
con duoc phép chon lwa 16i di theo dia thé. Néu di bang qua
duong riy toi s& phai di bing qua may cai ddi troc nam thoai
thoai, d& chét qua, toi s& 14 mot muc tiéu rat rd cho nhiing tay
sung nham ban tir sat mat dit. Con néu queo trai, to1 s€ phai di
vao con duong mon thét nho, quanh co va nhiéu bui rdm, ciing
dé chét 1am vi khu nay da khong dugc "6n" tir nhitng ngay toi
chua di phép, hudng ho bay gid.

T6i quyét dinh queo trai vi chua chic hién gio 161 nao "6n" hon
16i nao. Néu di trén doi, hai bén gip nhau thi thang chét chi 1a
t61, nghia 1a ké ca trudng hop toi thay dich trude, vi t6i khong
co léy mét vién dan... lam thudc. Con néu queo trai, ngd nhd co
dung dau nhau, ké ca truong hop t6i thay dich sau, t6i van con
c6 thé 1ai vao bui ram hai bén duong dé ma "chau".

T6i di rat can than, nghe ngong va do dim ¢ nhimg khic quanh
va chay that nhanh ¢ nhitng khac thang. Pén bui rdm cubi
cung, t6i dung lai quan sat ngon ddi trudc mit. Con dudng
luon 1én dbc thoai thoai vong quanh chan ddi, bén phai tréng
tron, mQt vai bui rdm nho khong du che giéu cho t6i di qua
duoc chan ddi vi bén trai con duong, 1én cao mot chut trén
suon doi dang c6 16 nhdé miy nguoi dimg ngdi nhap nha nhip
nho. Bang mét véi anh sang va khoang cach luc nay toi khong
thé phén biét duoc ho la ai, minh hay dich. Khong phén biét
dugc bang mit thi phan biét bang tai vay: toi ¢ ging lang nghe
ho néi chuyén. Di nhién véi khoang cach nay thi chi tiéng duoc
tiéng mat, nhung to6i ddu can nghe cau chuyén cta ho, ma toi
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chi can phan biét cai giong cua ho, néu giong Nam thi that "da
diu", moi chuyén s& ém xubi tai day, con néu giong Bic nha
qué hoac giong tro tre mién Trung thi... ddng sau quay, va chic
chén 1a t61 s€ c6 mot dém ngu vat vo trong bui dé 1am mdi cho
1&i mudi rimg va... doi sang tinh sau.

T6i van dung tat ca moi kha nang, ddn hét strc séng cua toi vao
d6i tai dé cho doi, nhung ngoai tiéng con trung va tiéng gid, toi
khong nghe dugc mot tiéng nodi nao ctia miy nguoi trén suon
ddi kia. Tuy nhién, t61 binh tinh that la lung, céi binh tinh cua
thang linh khi ra tran da biét rd myc tiéu, biét rd tng vi tri clia
dich, da nghe tiéng sung nd, khong con sy hoi hop lo so cua su
cho doi nhitng vién dan dau tién cta dich thay cho 1énh khai
hoa ghim vao than thé minh trudc khi kip nghe tiéng stng,
khong con 1a chuyén may rdi troi kéu ai nay da cta nhiing vién
dan béan sé nita, ma 1a cai binh tinh cua mot sy viéc da duoc
tinh toan, ding thi sbng ma sai thi... hup chéo rua.

"Pu ma, lau dzay may?"

Tiéng noi dot ngodt, khong du 16n nhung du lot vao tai toi.
Xong rdi! Tiéng chiri thé nghe sao dé thuong la. Tiéng chiri the
d3 cham dat sy nguy hiém bao quanh t61. Bon nay han phai 1a
linh dai doi t6i, dang gai min tai tién don cap tiéu doi.

T6i ung dung tré ra dudng mon, béng diéu bo rat thoai mai,
stng vac vai vira di vira huyt gi6 "co bay co bay oai hing..." dé
tranh sy bat ngd c¢6 thé gay ra ngd nhan. May ngudi linh dimg
tay nhin toi, va khi di vong theo chan ddi khong thay ai 1én
tiéng hoi tham, chéc 1a t6i qué tui né khong nhén ra minh, to1
1én tiéng:

"Ptra nao d6 bay?"
Khong nghe tiéng tra 101, t6i hoi tiép:
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"Dai dgi 4 phai khong?"

"Pu me, di dau vé tre¢ vay cha noi?"
T6i buc minh, linh trang thé nay thi hong roi, toi xang giong:
"Pai d6i nam dau?"

"Ua, phép ra ha may, di t6i 1a gip lién. Ma di le le nghe cha
ndi, coi chirng tui nd gai "do choi" roi do."

"C6 may khong, bao 1a tao vé t6i, khoan gai."

"Khong."

Tiéng khong cut ngun va c6 vé hoi xang. Toi vira buc minh
vira budn cudi lién _tuong den mot chuyén cti. Nam 72, t61 bi
thuong, trong khi nam & tiéu doan doi truc thang tai thuong, co
mot tay cling bi thuong va doi truc thdng nhu t61 xin to1 dicu
thudc va héi mot cau lam qua:

"Du me, may ciing bi thwong ha?"

Tay linh nay chic chan chua t6i hai muoi, mat mii con non
choet va di€u bo day vé dé cén buon stung. Toi trd 101 am . NO
hoi tiép:

"May trung d6i may?"

"Trung d6i 2."

"Tao ciing trung doi 2, may tiéu doi may?"

"Tao ¢ PC trung d6i."
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"Du me, may ta lot ma cling bi thuong ha?"
"0, tao trung doi trudng."

Théng bé bén 1én:

"Ua, 6ng thay, em dau c6 biét."

Di nhién 13 n6 khong biét toi, va ca t6i cling khong biét né. N6
la mot théng linh m&i to te, rat to te vira dugce dua tur trung tam
huan luyén Rimg C4m ra tiéu doan, ban Mot tiéu doan phan
phéi cho dai d¢i, thuong vu dai doi chia cho trung ddi, trung
d6i phé nhan r6i dua ra tiéu d6i. Trung d6i dang "t bai", nd vé
dén trung doi budi chiéu, budi tdi t6i bi thuong, n6 dau thé biét
trung doi truong 1a ai duoc.

Con mdt chuyén nira, cling ndm 72. Tiéu doan truong lac d6 1a
trung t4 Quang. Trén hé thong truyén tin 6ng la Quang Trung,
nhung trén ctra miéng cia nhiing thang linh chung t6i thi ong
14 Quang Bop C6. Nghe tén Quang Bop C6 phai hiéu ngay 6ng
12 nhan vat nhu thé nao trong don vi. Tiéu doan nim & thon
Bich La bén canh bo song Vinh Dinh, dai doi toi nam 6m tiéu
doan. Mot hom Viét Cong chen vao gitra dai doi 2 va tiéu
doan. Sang hom sau chung t61 danh bat Viét Cong ra ngoai
dong trong, thoi thi linh trang tha hd ban nhing cai bia di dong.
Quang Bop C6 cling 14y M-79 ra ban loan xa ngau. Tui t6i thiy
Quang Bop C6 thang nao ciing né, dat ra mot noi. Chuan uy
Chiém lic d6 dang di OJT trong dai doi, thiy mot thang mic
40 thun ba 16 bin M-79 dé ec, anh chang di to1 vura giut khéu
sung vua churi thé: "Pu me, ban nhu céi con cic ma cling doi

"

bén, dua day tao!

D6 1a nhitng mau chuyén ngd nhan, nhung truong hop t6i bay
gio lai khac. Trong todn linh nay it nhat cling phai c6 mdt
thang biét t61; khong ké thoi gian 1am trung doi trudng, té1 da
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lam dai doi pho dai ddi 4 nay it ra cling d3 hon hai nam 1Ol Tai
sao ngay ca tén chi huy cling khong nhan ra t61? Hay la...

T6i chay that nhanh, 1an nay thi chay that chir khong con gia
vO gi nita, dé kip vé dén dai doi trude khi min va lyu dan gai
chan 15i di. Toi chay mot mach gén hai trdm thudc t&i chan ddi
dai doi, thly may nguoi linh dang tir trén doi di xubng, t6i di
nguoc 1én. Khi t6i ngang ho, tit ca ding lai tranh 1i cho toi di
1én, ho nhin t6i c6 vé ngac nhién, t6i nhin ho cling rat ngac
nhién, tat ca nhitng khudén méat déu la. Téi hoi:

"Dai 4 phai khong?"

"Ua, dai 4."

Mot ngudi linh tir trong 18u trén d6i bude ra hoi vong xudng:
"Gi do bay?"

T6i bo toan linh, di tiép 1én d6i. Toan linh nhin nhau rdi nhin
t6i, roi lai nhin nhau. Khi t6i di qua nguoi linh gac, di toi nguoi
linh dumg trén d6i, ho moi tiép tuc di xudng. Ngudi linh ding
trén ddi hoi vong xudng 1a 6ng thugng si gia. T6i nhin k§ bang
tén, bang tén mau hong. Té ra day la dai doi 4 cta tiéu doan 7.
RO chan!

"Thuong si cho t61 gap dai doi trudng."

Nguoi linh gia trd mat nhin t6i, chic chin 1a khong hiéu gi ca,
bao 61 dung doi r0i chui vao cai 1éu 16n ¢ giita san. Ong ta
khong hiéu nhung t6i hiéu 1a minh di dén 1am don vi, va viéc
ctia toi ngay lac nay 1a phai gip dai doi truong ¢ ddy dé nho
lién lac voi dai doi toi cho nguoi dén don. Nguy hiém co thé da
hét, nhung mét thi con nhiéu. Ong thuong si trd ra, tay cam dén
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duoc thip bing pin cia may PRC-25; mot ngudi nita ra theo,
t61 nhan ra nguoi di sau 1a Minh, ban t6i.

"E Minh, cho tao gip dai doi truong may."

Ong thuong si lai trd mét nhin t6i thém mot 1an nita, ong ta
khong thé hicu toi 1a cai giong gi To6i khong deo lon. Tuy nhién
ong ta khong noéi tiéng nao, lang 1€ bo di khi nghe Minh noi véi

t01:

"Pu me, may lam cdi con cac gi ma toi day gio nay, vo day phé
phéo céi da, moi chuyén tinh sau."

Tbi theo Minh vao 1éu nhung s6t rudt, lai hoi:

"Tao gap dai doi truong may da, phé phao me gi."
"Phé phao di ma, ong dang ban."

"Ua, bd moi chuyén dai doi truong may lam hét ha?"
"Dau co, dai doi pho lam chu."

"Vay 6ng ban cai gi?"

"Ban tiép khach."

"Me kiép, té ra may 1a dai doi truong a?"

"Chir con thang con cic nao vo day!"

Vira uong ca phé téi vira ké cho Minh nghe chuyén vira qua,
Minh nhin t61 cuoi:
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"Dy me, mat may 16n ma mang may ciing 16n, 16ng ray tui no6
ra ha ram."

"Lon cai con cu cai, tao bi¢t cho dau do, dén luc biét da ngoi
cha né trén lung cop roi."

T6i nho Minh lién lac véi dai déi téi, nhung vi khéc tiéu doan
nén khong c6 tan sé dé lién lac, toi danh phai xin it dan va may
qua lyu dan dé tiép tyc... du lich. Minh cho mdy ngudi linh di
theo t6i. V& dén chd cii ctia dai doi, dai doi toi khong con dong
& ddy, thay vao d6 1a mot toan tién don thudc dai doi Trinh Sat
cta su doan - Vién Tham cil. Téi cho linh cia Minh vé va nho
mot ngudi linh Trinh Sat dua toi vé gip trung doi truong cla
ho. Ngudi trung doi trudng nay 1a mot si quan con rat tré ma
to1 khong quen nén anh ta ndi chuyén véi toi mot cach de dat.
T6i phai moi tat ca gidy to c6 trong ngudi nhu thé cin cudc
quan nhan, ching chi tai ngii va ca to gidy phép co chit ky cua
trung tudng Ngbé Quang Truong cho anh ta xem. T61 chi nho
anh ta m&i mot diéu 1a bao cao va cho nguoi dan toi vé gip dai
d6i truong ctia anh ta. Lai mudn gap dai doi truong!

To1 nghe rat 16 tiéng ong dai doi trudng -to1 biét 1a dai Gy Luc-
phat ra tir dng lién hop ctia may truyén tin.

"Pu me, khong tin thang nao hét, gidy to gia thiéu cho gi. Ong
cho t61 biét n6 ngudi Bac hay ngudi Nam."

Tic cudi, luc ndy toi da dung cach phan biét Bac Nam dé phan
doan ta hay dich, bay gio to1 lai bi ngudi khac dung cung mot
cach dé danh gia t6i 1a ai. Hong bét rdi, to6i 1a mot thang Bac Ki
tram phan tram, khong sai mot ly 6ng cu nao, tir giong noi dén
nhing tiéng t6i dang ding déu 1a Bic Ki dic.

"Ong nay Bic Ki nhung tréng ciing ¢6 vé linh minh."
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"Ong cho ngudi mang thing d6 vé day cho toi."
Mang tdi di tuc 1a t61 bi tude sing va ap giai nhu mot thang tu
binh. Me kiép, thing nay chir co phai thing nao khac dau, dau
c6 chuyén tude siing t6i mot cach dé dang nhu vay duoc.
Bdng nhién t6i ndi gian:
"Nay, dirng c¢6 1am céi trd si nhuc nhau nhu vay chir thiéu Gy!"
Anh ta cho mot nguoi linh dan toi vé dai doi Trinh Sat.
Pai Gy Luc khong tiép t6i. Ong ta dé t6i dimg ngoai san véi
nguoi thuong si thuong vu, tieng ong ta hdi vong ra tur trong
1éu:
"Anh ¢ don vi nao?"
"Dai d¢i 4 tiéu doan 4."
"Churc vu gi?"
"Pai dgi pho."
Tiéng 6ng ta diu lai:
"Pai doi trudng anh 1a ai?"
"T6i khong phai 1a ti binh dé phai dung ngoai troi nay khai ly
lich vong vao 1€u cho dai uy. T6i chi nho dai 0y lién lac véi dai
d61 to6i cho linh dén don t6i ve."

"Pu me, lién lac dau c6 khé, nhung t6i phai biét anh 13 ai chg!"
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"Dai doi truong t61 la 369. Dai uy chi can no6i 1a 520 dang &
cho dai ay."

Churng hai phut sau, ong ta n6i vong ra khong phai véi to1 ma
v6i Oong thuong si.

"Ong cho dan ngudi nay ra chd toan cua thiang..." (tén ngudi
nay t6i khong nhd).

Thuong si thuong vu di goi nguoi. Lic nay dai uy Lyc moi tu
trong 1éu chui ra, ong ta t6i bat tay toi:

"Thang Gat" - dai doi truong téi - "cho nguoi di don ong lau
101, t01 cho ngudi dan ong téi do."

T6i cam on 16i di theo ngudi linh dan duong. Toan linh di don
dang ngdi doi t6i & ngay chd dai doi t6i dong cil, vi tri ciia toan
tién don Trinh Sat, noi ma t6i va may ngudi linh ciia Minh da
dén. Phdi chi tyi n6 dén sém hon mot chit hogc phai chi toi
ngdi choi véi Minh 1au hon mét chut thi dau dén ndi phai di
long vong va phai khai 1y lich v6i bon "vit tiém" nay.

Trung si Khang cho to1 b1et l1a ho phai bang ngang lang Bong
Lam ra don t6i ngoai quoc 19, s¢ t61 di qua lang mt minh chic
chan s€ bi "x¢ phay" lién. Poi hoai khong thiy, ho phai di doc
quoc 16 vé tiéu doan tim t6i, gidp trung Gy Xuan ndi toi di vé
chd dai doi dong cil, sau d6 dai doi truong cling goi may bao
ho vé chd nay doi t6i.

"Pai d6i nam dau, may?"

"Sau lang Pong Lam. M4y hom nay minh n phéo lia chia!"

"Co thang nao bi gi khong?"
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"C6 moi mot trai lot vo vi tri, banh mot cai 1éu con thi rot cach
minh ca tram thudce. Co dieu ban ngay minh khong dam cang
1€u, s¢ tui no thay."

Bon t6i di tit dudng rudong vé dén dai doi, linh d6i gac ciing da
dén ca ap chot.

(Con ntra)
Tra Lai Tién
Con thém dan ba bét ga dap xe loanh quanh trong thanh phd.

Buong Hoéng Thap Tu lac dac chi em ta ding thap tho dudi cac
gbc cay. “Xe qua lai nhiéu qué, khong duoc.”

Gé dao quanh cong vién trudce cong Dinh Poc Lap cii. Toi.
Moi goc cay déu thap thoang bong nguoi. Vai tay clng dap xe
rdo rdo giong ga. “DPugc r61.”

Ga tap vao mot goc cay.

Mot a 16 ra kéo tay ga:

“Dz0 sat trong day.”

“Nhiéu?”

“Hai chuc.”

“Khong c6 da.”

“Dzay c6 nhiéu?”

““Théi’ khong thi nhiéu?”
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“Muoi.”

“Van khong du.”

“Dzay ché mudn nhiéu?”

“Co6 nam thoi.”

“Héng dugc. Pu ma... Chua md hang.”

“Nguyén mot ngay lwong! Khong dugce ha? Thoéi.”
Gi quay di. A kéo lai:

“Théi, c6 nhiéu lay nhiéu!”

Ga dung tua lung vao gdc cdy. Tut quan.

A ngdi xom xuong. Lam viéc.

Anh dén pin bat ngd chiéu thang vao khudén mit gi, kém tiéng
quat:

“Ding yén!”

Ga mé choang mat, kéo voi quan 1én.
A bat day, co chan dinh chay.

Tiéng 1én dan lach cach. Tiéng quat:

“Pua giay to coi.”
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G3 lung ting moi ra to gidy: “Ra Lénh Tha”, Toi danh: “Can
td1 s1 quan nguy’.

Anh dén pin dung lai trén nhitng hang chir, ngap ngimng.
G2 phan bua:

“T61i méi duge tha. Lau ngay... thém qua...”

Hin nho giong:

“Anh tui cling bi méy nam nhu cha, ma dau c6 tim bay tam ba
nhu dzay. Phai kiém cho kin kin mét chut ché.”

“Tbi cling mubn vay, nhung tién didu ma muén phong.”
“N6 lay cha nhiéu?”

“Nam dong.”

“Nam d6ng?” Han bat tiéng cui.

Quay sang phia 4, han ra lénh:

“Tr4 lai tién cho nguoi ta!”

Khong hiéu, 4 hoi lai:

“Tién? Tra lai...”

Han quat nho:

“Tra lai cho nguoi ta. Roi di di.”

A ngép nging dinh 1én tiéng, nhung danh im ling tra lai tién.
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Ga 1én xe, dap di. Doi hén di khuét, ga vong xe lai, dén gén a.
“Nay. Téi tra lai nim dong.”
A quay lai. Cai nhin dau trén mat gi vai gidy, rdi noi:
“Théi, giir 14y xai di.”
-0-

Trong bai Vinh biét “Huy Rdu” Nhat Thinh da viét vé Cao
Xuan Huy:

“Cao Xuan Huy khong nhan minh la nha van, ma la mét nguoi
tinh co cam bit vi cudce doi dwa ddy vao chon van chirong, tua
ngay xwa khi thoi cugc, van ménh cua ca nuoc, cua moi nguoi
va cua chinh minh, da budc vao doi linh. Tuy khéng nhdn minh
la nha vin, nhung doc hét "Vai Mau Chuyén" cia Cao Xudn
Huy, va qua cdc chiec vu da dam nhiém: Tong thw ky roi Chii
bién tap chi Vian Hoc cdc nam 1989-2009, khéng thé khong
cong nhdn Cao Xuan Huy la mét nha van dung nghia, mot
nguwoi linh viét van, phoi bay nhitng chuyén thét cia doi linh,
ma chdc chdn nhitng ai dd nam chdc tay sing khi doc Cao
Xudn Huy, da thdy Cao Xudn Huy nhw dang néi vé chinh
minh”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Cao Xuan Huy Web: vannghesi.net
- Thang ba gay sung Web: vnthuquan.net
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13. Phan Ni T4n

Phan Ni Tén (1948-20 )

Phan Ni Tan sinh nim 1948 tai Ban Mé Thudt. Than phu la
nguoi goc Can Giuge, Long An, than mau 1a nguoi Hué. Thud
nhd hoc & Ban Mé Thugc tir Tiéu hoc cho dén Trung hoc.

Nam 1969, tét nghi¢p Pai Hoc Khoa Hoc Sai Gon.

Nam 1971, nhap ngli vao VO Bi Thu buc khoa 1/70 va chinh
thirc phuc vu trong Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa tai Pleiku.

Nam 1972, tham gia Phong trao Du ca Ban Mé Thuot.

C6 bai dang trén bao Van (Mai Thao)va Phé Thong (Nguyén
Vy)

Bién ¢ 30-4-1975, ong bi di cai tao tai Trai cai huan Ban Mé
Thuoc.

Cudi thang 11 nam 1979, vuot bién toi Thai Lan. Tir nam 1980
td1 nay cung gia dinh dinh cu tai Toronto, Canada.
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Cong tac v6i nhidu bao chi tai hai ngoai nhu: Van, Vin Hoc,
Nhan Van, Lang Van, Phé Van, Hop Luu, Hon Viét, Vian Nghé,
Van Phong, Dién Pan Tw Do, Phy Nit Dién Pan, Saigon
Times..

Téc pham:

- Ddy Lira Trirong Son (Nhac, Lira Viét, 1983)

- Em Hat, Em Vui (Nhac Thiéu Nhi, Lang Vin, 1987)

- Hoi Ky Tho (Tho, Lang Vin, 1987)

- Cdu Tho Vé Nguoi (Tho, Nhan Vin, 1996)

- Tuyén Tdp Hai Mwoi Ba Ngwoi Viét Sau 75 (Van Nghé,
1989)

- Tuyén tdp Hai Muwoi Nguoi Viét Tai Canada (Nang Méi,
1995)

- Hai Mwoi Nam Van Hoc Viét Nam Hai Ngoai 1975-1995
(bai Nam, 1995)

- Tuyén Tép Tinh Khiic Phan Ni Tan (2004)

- Qué Niii (Tho, 2010)

- Néo Nha (Tho, Nhan Anh, 2010)

Trich van:
Nhé Nguyén Méng Gisc

Trude 1975 toi ching biét gl vé cudc doi ctia nha vin Nguyen
Mong Gidc, ngoai tén tudi ctia anh, cho dén khi mét nudc
chung t61 mdi gdp nhau trong mot dém van nghé hat chui tai
mot quan cafe 6 Sai Gon. Quan café Ban M€ bén Thi Nghe do
chi em c6 K.O quan xuyen rat dong khach, mdi t6i thuong qui
tu mot s6 van nghé st mién Nam dén gip g& nhau tan giu
chuyén doi. Co K.O t6t nghiép thii khoa am nhac tai truong
Quéc Gia Am Nhac va Kich Nghé Sai Gon trude 1975, ¢o6 tinh
than van nghé rét cao, c6 thuong chon nhiing ca khuc ¢é trinh
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d6 cao dé dién ta bang mot giong hat ténor doi hoi ky thuat
ngan nga cao vut.

Mot hom, c6 K.O, t6 chirc mot budi hat chui tai quan café¢ Ban
Meé v&i mot s6 anh em van nghé s quen biét con sot lai & Sai
Gon. Khoang 9 gid t6i quan dong ctra khong tiép khach. Sau
lung cénh cua khoa, chung t6i vira thudng thuc café, tra nong
vua hat nhiing bai tinh ca doi Itra, tinh ca qué huong va nhirng
ca khuc dau tranh, roi tan doc du thir chuyén trén troi dudi dat
tir chuyén tiéu 1am dén chuyén vuot bién. Ching toi c6 nhic
dén nha van Mai Thao, vo chong Nha Ca-Tran Da Tir, nha vin
Nguyén Pinh Toan, nha tho Thanh Tam Tuyén... Quanh ban
tron, ngoai mot s6 than hiru t6i khong nhé tén, con ¢6 mat nhac
si L& Uyén Phuong, anh Thanh Tu¢ (nha xuit ban An Tiém),
nha bién khao Lé Huy Oanh, anh Thuén (bén lang bao chi), ba
hoa si kiém diéu khéc gia Pham Van Hang, Truong Dinh Qué,
Nghiéu Dé va nha vin Nguyén Mong Giac. D6 14 lan dau tién
t6i gip anh. Pém d6 hau nhu anh khong noi nhidu chi ngdi
cudi cudi, yén lang ling nghe. Tinh tinh anh von hoa nhi, trim
tu ding véi ddng vé ciia nha mo pham.

Mot budi trua, t6i dang ban sach cii ¢ cho sach Dang Thi Nhu
thi gip anh Nguyén Mong Giac dap xe dap ca tang sau yén cho
mot 16 sach truyén bang Anh ngir (pocketbook) dén ban cho
t61. Hai anh em gap lai tay bat mat mimg, nga gia trao doi xong
anh noi can ban thém mot sd sach cii va hen ngay gid toi dén
nha anh.

Nha ctia nha vin Nguyén Mong Giac bén Thi Nghe ciing binh
thuong nhu moi cdn nha mai ton vach van binh thuong khéc
nhung bén trong lai chtra dung cd mét kho tang van hoc. Nhin
1én ké sach anh cho biét bén canh nhirng cudn sach di xuat ban
ctia anh c6 nhiing thung gidy cmg bang carton trong d6 dung
x4p ban thao Séng Con Mua Lii va nhiing tac pham khac chua
xuat ban cua anh. (*)
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Cudi ndm 1979 tdi vuot bién dén trai Leam Sing, Thai Lan roi
di dinh cu tai Canada dén nay.

Nam 1986, nghe tin anh lam cha bat tap chi Van Hoc ¢
California, tién than 1a t& Van Hoc Ngh¢ Thuat cia Vo Phién
va Lé Tat Diéu, toi goi bai khong nhimg anh cho déang lién tuc
ma con chiu kho thu riéng cho t6i nhic lai thang ngay gap nhau
& Sai Gon. Thu tir qua lai dén ndm 1989, nhan budi ra mat sach
ctia toi do nha vin Mai Thao va hoa si Khanh Truong t6 chirc
tai hoi truong bao Nguoi Viét Orange County, to1 madi gap lai
nha vin Nguyén Mong Giac.

Tur do thinh thodng t6i c6 trd lai Cali nhung khong con ¢o dip
gip lai anh. Sau d6 nghe tin anh bénh mot thoi gian dai roi mat
ngay 2/7/2012 vira qua tai Westminster, Nam California, Hoa
Ky.

Duéi ddy 1a bai tir tuyét toi viét ting anh nhu mot nén nhang dé

tudng nhd anh, mot ngudi anh, mdt ngudi ban than meén.

Mai nay ngwa nan chan bon

Thu tam mat lai nguwoc con duwong vé
Sé con mai nu tinh qué

Con huwong trén mdi téc thé Hué xua.

Trich tho:
Rim nhw nguyét
vang trang ai tha ma trong qua
dep nhw mat nguyét ngam suwong ta
toi tro duwoi doi khong hai toi
danh lac muon trung gitra kiép hoa

o1 trdi trang bay ram nhw nguyét
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tron hoai ciing moi, khuyet vao choi
nup sau vat do ndu da tia
t0i nhai tréu trao miéng trang cuoi

liém dong tho than tréi chan chira
nguee dd ram ran tr miéng ngdy
rut doi to mong ra khau lai

x4t xoat hon t6i do nguyét bay.

Mot thuong toc xda

Ba ngan sgi téc chay vao mdt van nhan

Mbéi soi téc la mét dong suoi nho

Con su6i lénh dénh tran trén lung nhitng con chir do
Cong da tinh lén toi ngon mot thuong

Miia téc biéc chdi ba ngan cong xudn hwong
Nhitng diéu ly cing muwot ma giai diéu

Theo éng d do xuong bo vai ngon ky diéu
T6i lac than dimg lang gitka tir tho

Chiéu chét diéng béng dong lai thanh mo
Con thién my that hét long c6i mo

Om béng ddy trdau ba in trén canh tay em tho
T6i nhom nho ngoi liém vat long mdng

Tranh dan téc viva hdt qua thanh xudn

Téi trom trao c6 nuét chim xao xuyén

Trdi hoang hén lai ldng chiéu trong miéng
Lai trao ra thuong thirc khuc tinh lang

Ngodi phé gio ndy chdc ciing dd vang trang

Em sdng chéi nhw tiéng reo tré nho

Truon minh ra khéi miéng téi ngdm mdy loi bay t6
Téc biéc vé tinh méng ciing xéa thanh khong.
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Pém Ea Nhai

Pém khoi lén ngon lira dat rieng

chay bdp bung nga nghiéng theo ngon gio
ngon gio cua troi rit trong khe Tro

ngon gié ciia dat thé duwdi long thung

Nhitng dom néng dot chdy tam can
chay da nguoi, chay em o rung o nui
chay thoi gian tréi dai trén ngon suoi
chdy mién man theo cdi rét dau mia

Twa cdy Xa Nu, ta ngoi ém néi nhé dong dwa
nui rung ngu o bén ngoai bo lily

an duwdi lan swong biét bao diéu quy mi

an trong ta vat do trdang hoc tro

Ao tmng vé ndm xwa theo béng trang om o
nén mdt biéc ciing hién nhw ngon biéc

con chim Ka Loi hot nhitng 101 tha thiét
quyén vao nhau roi trong 1 nong nan

Roi hedt thudt vao khuya dm nhitng giot rweou can
chuéc say mém doi tay vé vao K'Long Put

vo vao dém dm vong qua Chir Cuk

vé vao ta xa thi tran cdy xanh

Thi tran cao voi moc lén trén vét tich chién tranh
hoa vé né giita rirng thom con gdi

con gai gui trén lung buon Ea Nhai

di phat rdy du canh bén kia swon doi

Oi cay tre ngd vao khuya nhu tzeng me nui ru hoi
bai ca than thoai rii cdu tho vé tu hji
trong chum ché com gao té nho ra nguon
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coi cat lén cdu hat nghe man dai va buon

Ldng giita sdu xa dém ciing cé mach nguon
chay trong hon thanh nhitng con dwong dat
ndng niti muwa rimg theo gié bay ldt phdt
ngo ngac roi trén Ea Nhdi thiét tha

V& trén dau wot nhitng hat swong sa
roi lam tam dong vao vo ruou

vo ruou nui ngd nghiéng loi con khuodu
theo tiéng dém bay ngodi lily tre vio

Pém tan dan trong mdy rang xanh xao
gid xodi canh nam dwéi chin Ea Nhdi
lvra tro u dot thi khoi sang lai

soi vao mé khuya doi buéc sém mai vé

Mai néng lén hién nhir em nha qué

b6 thi tit lai héi chdn phé niii

ddu cé dinh long dau tram giot bui
van vui nhir chwa gdp thué phiéu bong

Mai ndng 1én hién khé mdi nha Rong
hién thiét tinh con mdt em moi nhé
nguoi o dday don so nhw lan bui do
nén trdi tim bay thap thodng nu cwoi

Dém dang tan, lom dom dém troi
trang lan lut chim sau trong ru

con dwong mon qua truong con mé ngu
goi dau lén ngon Bac Chu Bao

Dém dang tan ma nhu dém con sdu...

Céi 40 qua cau
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Thong tay buéc xuong cho doi

Chdn anh vap phdi mdy 101 cia ai
Dung lén phui bui dwong dai

Phiii nham em ditng doi ngoadi bé ddu
Ngoc nao dung do da lau

Cho anh ¢6i do qua cau gié bay

Thoi thi muwon trai cau nay

Trdu xanh doi ld niu tay em vé

Niu em vé t&i bon bé

Vé trong doi chiéu trdi thé wéc choi
Réi mai ra ngao doi cuoi

Rang anh déy da cé nguoi tao khang
Tir anh la ré déng sang

Thong tay vao cho ngdm tran cau tho.

Trong bai Tho Phan Ni Tén, tho nguyén qudn Viét Nam Lé

Hitu da c6 nhan dinh:

“Tho Phan Ni Tan la vdy. Tho hién nhw dat, nhw ngwoi "qué
minh", thdt dung di, khéng lam duyén lam ddng, khéng cdu ky
kiéu co, khong cé tinh deo dudi nhitng cdch tan moi me, la
ling, dén bdt nang tho phdi soi mdt trong tam guwong di dang.

Ngueoi doc doi lic ¢é cam twong nhw Phan Ni Téan lam tho khd
dé dai, nhie tho dén véi anh thdt tw nhién, dé dang. Dau cé
diing, khéng han lic nao ciing nhw vdy. Néu c¢é nhitng phit
ngdu hitng ma phéng bit, tho nhw mét bire ky hoa, thi ciing ¢é
nhitng khi nha tho phdi dung céng chdt loc dén ting cdu, chir,
thdm chi dén tirng con chit...

i3}

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Phan Ni T4n Web: vi.wikipedia.org

- Nhé Nguyén Mong Gide Web: luanhoan.net

242



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

14. Twéng Ning Tién

Twéng Niing Tién (1952-20 )

Nha van Tuong Nang Tién sinh nim 1952, tai Khanh Hoi,
thuoc Quén Tu, Saigon, noi nhiing ngudi lao dong nhu phu
khuén vac, thg thuyén sinh séng.

Tur noi sinh, xa hoi d6, Tuong Nang Tién da vuon 1én, c6 lic
song & Pa Lat, tai day nam 1972, Tuong Nang Tién bi 1énh goi
dong vién, phai nhap ngli theo nghi¢p dao binh Truong Bo
Binh Thu Btec.

Sau 30-4-1975, ciing nhu céc si quan, cong chirc cao cap cua
mién Nam, Tudng Nang Tién bi di hoc tap cdi tao.

Sau khi ra trai tu cai tao, Tuong Nang Tién vuot bién, duoc
dinh cu tai Hoa Ky, 6ng lam bao Nhdn Van, viét van.

Hién 6ng sinh song & Bac California.
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Tac pham:

- Mang Pau Mia (truyén, in chung v6i V& Hoang)
- bat Lq (truyén, in chung v6i Vo Hoang, Huong Qué)
- Cugc Chién Chua Tan (truyén, Nhan Van).

Trich van:
S6 tay thuong ddn Twéng Nang Tién
Cudi Nim Néi (Choi) Vé Chuyén Cudi Poi

Tw do cho méi doi né 1é
Sita dé em tho, lua tang gia
TO Hitu

C6 bira, t6i chot nhin thay vai dom téc trang (li ti) chen 1n véi
toc den trén chiéc khin choang, pht quanh minh, khi dang ngdi
hét toc. “Cai 6ng tho clip nay lam biéng, khong thay khian méi,
cling khong rii sach céi cli nén nén mdi con sot lai toc tai tim
lum ctia ngudi khach trude — mot khira 130 (méc dich) nao dé,”
toi nghi vay.

Vai phut sau, t61 hét hoang nhén ra rang Nhitng vun toc den,
1Am tdm cung véi toc tring xuat hién mdi luc mot nhiéu. Té ra,
d6 1a toc bac cua chinh minh chd con “khira 130” (mic dich)
nao vo do nira!

Cheén o1, vdy ma tui cr tudng 1a minh con tré. Mai toc cia toi,
cach ddy chua lau, chimg vai tuan hay vai nam gi d6, van con
xanh (xanh) ma. Ché tyi n6 bac hdi nao vay, Troi? Sao ky cuc
vy, miy cha? Khi khong, khi khong cai tat ca ching ta déu gia
céi rup, va gia (ngang) hét nhu vay sao?

244



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

Ma tudi gia thi nhu chubi chin, cang chin né cang mém. Mudn
cuong cling khong dugc nira, danh phai yén phan chiu (gia)
thoi.

- Ua, ma gia thi di sao kia? Lam gi ma ndy gid cir choi day
day, va ctr day nay lén — nhu dia phai voi — vdy cha n6i?

- Y, ding c6 tuong chuyén gidn choi a nha. Gia thi 16i thoi
1am, 16i thoi 14u, va 16i thoi (ludn) cho dén chét. Coi: Tudi gia
dau co6 khi nao chiu téi minh én. N6 di c@p ke vdi du ther nhiing
chuyén (rét) ba ran va léng nhéng khac nira: Bénh tat, chan
chuong, ¢6 don, thiéu hut...

ba vay, cu01 nam, 6ng ban Huy Phuong ké chuyén (nghe) sao
ma rau mubn chét ludn:

“Truée ngay Gidng Sinh ti c6 dip vao viéng tham mét nguoi
ban sdp qua doi trong mét nursing home. Trén hanh lang dan
vao phong nguoi ban, va ngay truoc cho lam viéc cua nhan
vién ¢ ddy, téi thdy nhiéu éng ba cu ngoi trén nhitng chiéc xe
lan, nhin nhitng nguoi qua lai. Cdc co y ta da sap xép cho cac
cu ra ngoi trén hanh lang doi dién véi vin phong lam viéc, mot
phan dé trong chirng cdc cu, mét phan cho cic cu do buon
Nhung cdac cu nhin sy vat mot cach dung dung, doi mat do
dan, c6 nguwoi dd guc dau xuong ngii...”

Thiét 1a 6n che dau!

Tui biét chic 1a ong Huy Phuong khong dat chuyén dé hu em
ut nhu:ng, cung luc, t6i ciing biét & rang cai canh ‘ting dau dia
nguc” — vira dugc mé ta — khong phd bién 1dm & Hoa Ky hay
Gia Ni Dai. Cach phan chia chia tudi gia, va nhitng cong trinh
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nghién ctru khoa hoc, ¢ hai qudc gia nay, cho ching ta nhimg
con sb twrong doi kha tin va chinh xac hon — vé vén dé nay.

Nguoi ta chia ra tudi gia lam ba loai:

- Chém gia (young - old) 1a nhém 16n nhét, chiém 70 %.

- Gia (old-old) 20 %, kém hon ning dong hon 16p trén thy
10.

- Gia qua c& thg mdc (oldest-old) chimg 10 %. Trong sd
nay chi c6 4 % — chd khong phai 1a 20 %, nhu nhiéu nguoi
van nghi — dang sdng & nursing home hay bénh vién
(Palmore et al. 2005 Encyclopedia of ageism, Binghamton,
NY: Haworth).

Nhu véy, chinh xac, chi c6 4 % ngudi gia — thugc nhém cudi
cung — song ¢ vién dudng ldo théi. Da s6 con lai déu co cudc
song binh thudng trong cong dong. Nhung khach quan ma noi
thi sbng ¢ dau chang nita thi khi doi da vé chiéu ciing kho ma
vui.

Xa hoi, r6 rang, chua bao gio chuan bi chu d4o cho nhitng cong
dan ld0 hang dé ho budc vao giai doan (hyt hang) con lai cua
kiép nguoi. Pén tudi vé huu, chiing ta bong dung tré nén mot
nguoi nao khac, khong con vai tro gi rd rét nira trén cudc doi
nay. Va hoan canh sbng (rdi) ciing khic ludn, thoi gio thi du
ma tién thi thuong thiéu. Doi khi, lo ngo khong biét 1am gi cho
n6 hét mot ngay. Noi chi t61 mot tuan, mot thadng, hay ca mot
(hay hai) ... chuc nam sip t6i!

Lam sao sdng an vui va c6 y nghia, cho nhiing nim thang con
lai, 12 mot cau hoi khé — ddi voi phan 16n nhitng cong dan 3o
hang — & nhiing qudc gia phi tac. Nhimg dinh ché xi hoi hién
hiru khong c6 cau tra 101, va ciing khong c6 nhitng chic nang
hé tro, cho sy an lac ciia tudi gia.
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bay la chuyén riéng cua ting ca nhan. Vi tha hay vi ky? Thu
cho no chic an hay xa lang, sang vé som 1a tuy y mdi ngudi.
Khéng c6 t6 chic, cing khong c6 ca nhén nao — ké ca vo
chdng con cai — o thé dong gop gi nhiéu, cho bét ct ai, vao
giai doan cubi cung cua kiép nhan sinh.

O nuéc ta thi khac. Cau hoi thiét than cia tudi gia khong phai
13 sdng ra sao ma 1am sao dé sdng? Van dé, xem ching, c6 vé
gian di hon nhung vin 1a mot cau hoi kho d6i véi rat nhiéu
ngudi dan cao tudi — & Viét Nam.

Nhing dinh ché xa hoi (co quan, ban nganh, doan thé, hoi he ..
tho ta gi d6) thi co rat nhiéu va ciing rat thira. Chung hoan toan
v0 can, cling nhu vO trach nhiém, véi cudc song cua nhiing
cong dan lao hang.

bang, Nha Nudc va Nhan Dan 1a ba pham tru luon luén di lién,
va gan bo mat thiét v6i nhau, khi c6 nhu ciu tuyén truyén hay
dong gop. Dau can nhan dan c6, dau kho co nhan dan. Kho
tram lan, dan liéu cing xong. Nhung chuyén séng con va an
sinh ctia mdi cong dan — vao luc cudi doi — lai 1a chuyén thuan
ty c6 tinh c4 nhan. Pang va Nha Nudc tuyét doi khong dinh
dang gi (ra0) vao chuyén doi ctia Nhan Dén khi trim ho dén
giai doan strc cung, luc kiét.

Ngay 19 thang 12 nam 2010, bao chi trong nudc dong loat
dang tin (cy 6ng gan tram tudi dap xich 16) cua phong vién Van
Nguyén:

“98 tuoi, cu Pdng Huyén van dwoc nguwoi dan quen goi la cu
Hudan, ngdy ngay van dap xich 16 cho khach kiém song. Cu
thwong bat dau mot ngay lam viéc tw khi troi con mu
swong. Trong hoi thi diéu hanh xich 16 ¢ Festival lang nghé
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truyén thong Hué 2007, cu Hudn dwge vinh danh la nguoi ldi
xich 16 co tuoi nghé nhiéu nhat tai Hue.”

“Con trai duy nhdt bo qué vao Nam lam an, hon 30 nam nay
mat lién lac, gio cudc song gia dinh cu chi biét nho vao dong
cong dap xich 16 va sw diim boc ciia lang x6ém...Ngoai kiém tién
nuoi bdn than, cu Huyén con nudi cu ba Tran Thi Lic, 86 tudi,
thwong xuyén dau om.”

Kiéq “vinh danh” cua nhimg vi t6 chuc Festival lang nghé
truyén thong Hué 2007, xem ra, hoi la. Phan ng ctia doc gia
L& Thu Hién, dudi bai bao ke trén, cling la lung khong kém:

“Cu Huyé‘n thue sy la nguoi dang kham phuc vi suc khoe, sy
bén bi va déo dai cua minh. Cugc song thém lan nita dwoc
minh chimg rang khong can sw gidu sang phu quy, ngheo ma
van bén bi lao dong van tao ra cudc song cé y nghia, sirc khoe
niém tin va hanh phuc cho riéng minh.”

Cu Dang Huyen
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Cu Pham Don, mét cong dan Viét Nam lao hang khac, lai ¢
vao mot hoan canh séng khéc, kém “y nghia” hon. Ba cy, xem
chung, da khong c6 kha nang tao duoc “niém tin va hanh phuc
cho riéng minh” — theo nhu tuong thuat ciua ky gid Hai Luéan,
trén Tudi Tré Online, doc duge vao hom ngay 31/01/2010:

“Dém mua dong rét nhu cdt da cdt thit, cu Pham Thi Bon, 76
tuéi, thoén Qudng Hoi, xa Van Thdng, huyén Van Ninh, tinh
Khanh Hoa, co the chi nhw da boc xuong, thirc ddy tir 1 gio
khuya, lo mo xuéng ngam minh diedi bzen mo cua bt oc kiém
gao an qua ngay... Tir 1 gio sang dén gan 11 gio triea trong
bung khéng co hot com, ngdm minh trong gia rét... nhung chi
ban dwgc 17.000 dong. Gid tri ca ngdy lam lii chi thu dwoc
10.000-20.000 dong, gap lic séng to gié Ién chi dwge 5.000-
7.000 dong.”

Cu Pham Pon
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Cu Pham Pon ciing khong duoc doan thé, hay t6 chtc nao
“vinh danh” hét tron hét troi. Ly do, ¢6 1&, vi “mo cua bat 6¢”
khong phai 1a loai hinh lao dong duogc coi l1a vinh quang — theo
tiéu chuén van ho4 cta dan lang Ba Dinh, Ha Ngi.

Ong Nguyén Vin Thanh, con cé tén goi 1a Lio Thanh — mot
nguoi mu, dang ban vé s dé lam ké sinh nhai — ciing roi vao
truong hop (khong nam trong tiéu chuan duoc vinh danh)
tuong tu. Phong vién Giang Uyén — bao Buu Dién Viét Nam,
sO ra ngay 24 thang 12 nam 2010 — da khong qua 1oi khi dung
tir ngit “quang quat” dé mé ta cudc séng Vat va (ngoai suc
tudng twong) cia ngudi dan ong khuyét tat, xau sd nay:

Ong Nguyén Vin Thanh

den gio tén tuéi ciia cu cing chi con la ky ic... moi ngay
ong van phdi tw di kiém an qua tam vé sé va cudc song ‘tw ldp’
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noi dau dong x0_cho... Du da gia yeu lam roi nhung ngay
ngay ldo Thanh van phdi 16 budc di khdp noi dé ban vé so tu
nuéi than. Cé nhitng hém ldo 6m nam mot ché nhiéu ngay lién.
Bung doi khong chiu dung néi, lao lai lo mo ddy buoc liéu xiéu
ra dwong tim dén dai 1y vé sé ldy vé dem bdn."

Tuong tu nhu hai bai phéng su viét v& cudc doi cta cu Pham
DPon va cu Ding Huyén, bén dudi bai viét vé 6ng Thanh ciing
¢6 nhitng dong chit cudi — chi dan cach giup d& duwong sy —
nhu sau:

“Moi sw cuu tro cua cong dong doc gia déi véi trieong hop
ong Nguyén Vian Thanh cé thé chuyén dén tan tay ong triede
cira Trung Tam Tw Vin Phdp Ludt Céng Poadn, thudc Lién
Doan Lao Dong tinh Bo”‘ng Nai, dia chi s6 14, Bui Van Hoa,
phuong Hoa Binh - TP Bién Hoa.”

Khong thdy ong nha bao gi dén sy ciu tro cia Pang, Nha
Nuéc, hay nhitng ban nganh hoi hé v& van gi d6 — ciia Mt
Tran T6 Qudbc. Trong ca ba bai phong su ké trén ciing déu c6
khong mét chir nao dé cap dén nguyén nhan, va trach nhiém —
cliia bat ctt ai — vé nhing manh doi te tua va bam dap cua
nhitng cong dan ldo hang ké trén. Cir nhu thé ho 1a nhiing
ngudi thude mot qudc gia hay hanh tinh nao khac, chir khong
phai 14 nhiing cong dan ctia nudec Cong Hoa Xa HGi Chu Nghia
Viét Nam.

T61 chot nghi: L& sang mai ba Pham Don hay 6ng Nguyén Vin
Thanh khi mé mit ra va (bdng) thdy minh dang song trong mot
cai "nursing home" ¢ California — givong ém ném am, com
bung nudce rot, cam tuoi sira hgp canh bén, ca dbng y ta bac si
lang xang ké can — ma khong dung mudn... roi nudc mat! Hai
vi dam tudng 1a minh da 1€n téi thién duong du thuc sy 1a ho
vura lac vao téng dau dia nguc, theo nhu cach nhin cua nhiéu
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ngudi dang séng & nhitng qudc gia khéng co6 Doc Lap -Ty Do -
Hanh Phtc — nhu 6 nudc ta.
-0—
Tuong Nang Tién cé nhdn xét sdc canh, nhay bén dung phuwong
tién van chwong dé da phd nhitng sai lam cua ché do cong

san, cua xda hoi Viét Nam hién nay, aé mong xay dung mot xd
hoi tot dep, twong lai Viét Nam xan lan hon.

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Tuong Ning Tién Web: luanhoan.net

- Cudi nam ndi (choi) vé chuyén cuoi doi Web:
danchimviet.info
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15. Tran Trung Pao

win Trung Des

Beston 1-19-2006

Tran Trung Pao - Tran Vin Nhon (1955-20 )

Tran Trung Pao tén that l1a Tran Van Nhon sinh nam 1955 tai
Duy Xuyén, tinh Quang Nam. Thiéu thoi than mau mat sém.

Nam 1968, than phu 6ng mét do cudc chién Mau Than, ong
dén ta tic chua Vién Giac ¢ Hoi An dé dugc theo hoc nim
cudi cung Trung hoc D¢ nhit cip Duy Xuyén, 1én Dé nhj cap
theo hoc Trung Hoc Tran Qui Cap, Hoi An.

Nam 1972, Tran Trung Pao vao Saigon theo theo Luat tai Dai
hoc Luat Khoa va hoc nganh Kinh Té€ thugc Phan khoa Khoa
Hoc Xa Hoi ¢ dai hoc Van Hanh.

Ngay 11-6-1981, 6ng vuot bién duong bién, dugc chién ham
USS White Plains vét va dua vé cang Subic Bay, Philippines,
roi nhdp trai ty nan. Tam tra 5 thang tai trai ty nan Palawan,
cudi cung dugc nhan cho dinh cu tai Boston, Massachusetts,
Hoa Ky vao cudi thang 11 ndm 1981.
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Sau d6, Tran Trung Pao theo hoc di¢n toan tai Wentworth
Institute of Technology va Boston University, tot nghiép Ky
su dién toan, lam cho mot cong ty dAu tu tai chanh tai Boston,
Massachusetts.

Tham gia sinh hoat vin hoa, tudi tré trong mang ludi Internet
ttr cudi thap nién 80.

DPong gop tich cuc vao nd luc xdy dung cac phong trao tré tai
hai ngoai tir dau thap nién 90 dén nay.

Thuyét trinh vé cac chu dé tuoi tré tai cac cong dong Viét
Nam, c4c hoi nghi nhan quyén, dai hoc, tong hdi sinh vién, trai
h¢.

Tac pham:

- Gide Mo Viét Nam (van)

- Béi Ca Thién Thu Tiéng Me Cuoi (tho, Viet-Net My va
Canada California, USA, 1992)

- Thao Thurc (tho)

- Tho Tran Trung Pao ( tho)

- Gidc Mo Viet Nam (tuyén tap)

- Tam but T) rdn Trung Dao (tuyen tap van)

- Tiéu Ludn Tran Trung Pao (tiéu luan chinh tri)

- Buéi Chiéu Trong Nghia Pia Hang Dwong (tiéu luan
chinh tri)

- Khi Bai Hat Tré Vé (tiéu luan chinh trj)

- Nguwoi Huynh Truong Thoi Dai (séch song ngit, Hoa
bam)

- Dui bong da chia Vién Gidc (viét chung véi TT. Nhu
Dién)

- Tdam biit Tran Trung Pao (tap 2)
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Trich van:
Pho co Hpi An va nhirng ngoi truong cii

Tbi dén trung hoc Tran Quy Cap bat dau voi hanh trinh & chua
Vién Giac. T6i nhé rat rd, ngdy cubi mua hé & truong Nguyen
Duy Hiéu nam 1968, noi trudng Duy Xuyén muon chd dé day
cho céc hoc sinh Duy Xuyén vira tadn cu ra sau tran Mau Than,
thay hiéu truéng Nguyén Phiic Mai cho chung toi biét sang
nam truong s& don xuéng Hoi An. Vi mot sé thdy ¢ nhu thay
Nguyén Phic Mai, thiy V& Vin Mao déu 1a nguoi Hoi An nén
viéc di chuyén xudng Hoi An véi cac thay khong co gi tré ngai.
Céc hoc sinh khong nha nhu t6i 1a chuyén gian nan. Téi vua &
Ho6i An cach d6 vai thang sau ngdy cha t6i mat. Toi bo chua
Vién Giac ra di. Nhung c6 thé toi lai phai vao chua xin ta tac
mét 1an nita, va lan nay chic s& & rat 1au. That tam toi khong
mudn tré lai chuia, nhung néu khong rdi toi s& di dau. Doi toi
thuong khong co nhiéu chon lya.

Nim hoc 1969, truong Duy Xuyén day & dinh Cam Phé cach
chuia Vién Giac khong xa. To6i hoc 16p dé tr. Budi lién hoan
chia tay nhau & trung hoc Duy Xuyén cudi nim d¢ tir 1 mot
ngay dy cam dong. Truong Duy Xuyén rat toi nghiép. Khong
¢6 co so riéng nhu hau hét cac truong cong lap khac, phai day
nho lang thang tir quén nay sang quan no, tur truong Nguyén
Duy Hi€u ¢ Vinh Dién xudng dinh Cam Pho & Ho1 An. Sang
nam sau, chung t6i chuyén sang truong dé nhi cip Tran Quy
Cap.

Chién tranh va tudi tho tréi nbi di lam chung toi truong thanh
rat som. Buoi lién hoan chia tay dugc to chirc long trong trong
phong rong phia bén phai dinh Cam Phé. Nam do, t6i 14 tudi
va dia 16n nhét trong bon t6i ciing chi mgi 15 tudi nhung toi
nh¢ rat rd ngdn ngir trong 1oi phat biéu cua dai dién ban t6
chtre rét v 12 nguoi 16n, twong tw, dién vin cua anh trudng 16p
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rat xtic dong va hing hon. Chung t6i tu viét lay, khong ai viét
gitm. L4 thu goi thdy c¢6 va ban bé cung 16p do toi viét véi
nhimng 101 diy hta hen cho mai sau. Gido su hiéu truong
Nguyén Phiic Mai, gido su hudng din V5 Vian Mao ciing nhin
g0i chung t6i nhitng 101 khuyén nhu rat chan thanh.

Thay V& Vin Mao ké chiing toi nghe cau chuyén mot 6ng thi
tuéng Phap, t61 khong con nhé tén, sau khi thanh danh tré vé
truong cli thim thay nhu mét cach dén do chang t6i ra di
nhung du:ng quén ngudn gdc. Chung t6i trinh trong va vui vé
htra v6i thay s& vé Hoi An thim cac thay co du khong phai 1a
thii twong. Thay tro cung cudi. Nhung 10i htra chua thanh sy
that. Bao nhiéu mua thu qua nhung nhimg chiéc 14 trong san
dinh Cam Pho van con tan mat mdi ngudi mot nga. Nhiéu
chiéc 14 da kho va rung & mot goc troi nao do. Suot doi thay
Vo Van Mao gan glii v&1 hoc tro va ching to1 cling rat gan glil
v6i thay. Thay c6 tit & chan nhung nho chiéc xe mobylette
mau xam quen thuc di dua thay 1én Duy Xuyén va rdi Vinh
Dién mdi tuan. Nghe dau nha thay & gan rap Phi Anh nhung toi
chua bao gio dén.

Ngoai thay V& Vin Mao, mot nguoi thay t6i quy mén khac va
cing thuong toi nhit trong sudt bén nam ¢ trung hoc Duy
Xuyén 1a thay Phung Ngoc Nhyt day Viét Van va Nhac. Thay
¢6 voc dang rat nghé si, deo kinh den, toc bénh bong, c6 vé
“lap di” nhung c6 mot long yéu qué huong thim dam. Bai hat
dau tién thay tap cho ching t6i hat trong nhiing ngay chua tan
cu ra Vinh Dién 12 bai Nhimg Néo Pudng Viét Nam. Thay hat
khong hay 1am nhung truyén cam va chuyén cho tinh yéu qué
huong bat ngat. Toi cling thich hat. Du hoc rat thudng trong
nhitng mon khac, t6i luén dimg nhat trong mén nhac.

Ngay do6 t6i dang mang trén vai ndi budn quéa nang so voi tu01
tac ciia minh va thay cing mang mot tam sy gi do vo cung uin
khiic nhung khong thé san s¢ v6i ai nén nhitng budi chidu &
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Vinh Dién, hai thay trd thudng ngdi trén hanh lang hat vu vo
“Nhitng néo dudng Viét Nam, sudt tir Ca Mau thang t6i Nam
Quan, 6i nhitng néo duong Viét Nam...” Nua thé ky troi qua
nhung t6i van con nhd tiéng hat cia thdy vang 1én trong cin
phong nho & thi tran Vinh Dién xa x6i. M&i day, t6i nghe tin
thay da qua doi. Du biét du con séng chua han c6 thé gip nhau,
nhung ra di vinh vién that 13 budn. Téi khong nhé 1a thay theo
truong xubéng Hoi An. Sau nhitng ngay ¢ Vinh Dién thay tro
chung t6i chua gip nhau lan nao nira.

Tur gid ngodi dinh cd, ching t6i budc vio mot ngdi trudng
khang trang, quy cii Tran Quy Cap. Khong giéng hai nam trudc
day chi hoc cho c6 vi ca thay 1an tro déu lang thang, nam d¢
tam la nam t61 thuc sy di hoc. Theo mot tai liéu duoc tong két
mot cach khach quan vé lich sir truong tir ngay thanh lap 15
thang 9 nam 1952 dén ndm 1975 Trung hoc Tran Quy Cap chi
c6 bon thay hiéu tryong gom thiy Tang Duc, thidy Hoang
Trung, thdy Luu Chi Kién va thay Tran Huynh Minh. Nhiing
nam thang dau truong day nhd tai mot ngdi chua cta nguoi
Hoa trén duong Cuong DPé. Pia diém hién nay chi dugc xay
xong trong nién khoa 1955-1956. Trong thoi gian t61 vao, nam
16p & diy giita chua ¢ cac ting lau nhu hién nay. Nam 1973
nay Ky Dai Tran Quy Cap dugc khoi cong xdy do hai kién trac
su Nguyén Hy Vin va kién trac su D6 Thi Gia phac hoa.
Gidng nhu hau hét cac truong trung hoc, truong Tran Quy Cap
rong véi nhitng hang phuong trong doc theo hanh lang. Bén
canh céc cdy phuong rat gia duoc trong sat véi diy 10p gitra 1a
nhimg ciy phuong con non mdi 16n & ngoai san. Tinh tir 16
vao, cac 16p nho hoc bén trai va ctr thé 1én cao dan cho dén cac
16p dé nhat. Cong truong ngay d6 don gian, mau gach réu
phong véi tdm bang thiéc va hang chit Trung Hoc Cong Lap
Tran Quy Cap.

Hiéu truong cua chung t6i ¢ Trung hoc Tran Quy Cép trong ba
nam t61 hoc tir cuoi nam 1969 dén thang 6 ndm 1972 1a thay
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Luu Chi Kién va Téng Giam Thi 1a théy Téng Khuyén. Vi la
truong 16n nhat cia tinh nén trudng Tran Quy Cap co mét ban
giao su dong dao va s6 luong thay c6 ting rdi giam, dén rdi di,
cling rat nhanh. T6i chura doc mot danh sach gido su Trung hoc
Tran Quy Cap nao déy du. Theo mot tai lidu duogc viét kha su
pham va khach quan, nim t6i vao hoc, trudng Tran Quy Cap
c6 dén 2.190 hoc sinh, trong d6 c¢6 27 16p dé nhét cip va 17 16p
dé nhi cap. Toi khong nhd hét thay co nhung tén thay co ma toi
hoc trong ba nim van con nhd: Thay Nguyén Vian Liéu day
Viét Van, thﬁy Phan Khoi day Anh Van, c6 Tran Phuong Lan
day Anh Vin, ¢6 Bich Ty day Triét, thdy Pham Pha Loi day
Triét, thay Nguyen Ngoc Anh day St Dia, théy Dang Van Bon
day Van Vat, thay Phung Ran day Ly Hoa, thay Nguyen Nhu
Tho day Toan, c6 Nguyen thi Nguyét day Viét Van, thay Tong
Nhan day Phap Vin, thay Tang Kim Lan day St Dia, thay
Téng Diéu day Anh Vin.

Nim dau & truong Tran Quy Cap, thiy Nguyen Ngoc Anh va
thay Nguyén Vian Liéu 1a hai thay t6i thich nhat vi toi thich hoc
van va st. Téi nhd ¢o lan thay Liéu ra dé luan “Cac em hoc
sinh nghI gi vé chién tranh”. T6i nhap dé chi bang mot ciu von
ven “Chién tranh da 1am xa hoi Viét Nam dao 16n”. Trong lic
da sb hoc sinh trong 16p nghe toi chién tranh la ta nhiing canh
anh hda chau roi, tleng sing xa xa vong vé, toi nghi dén con
nguoi va nhimg d6 vo trong xi hoi Viét Nam. Thay Liéu rat
thich cach viét d6 va doc bai luan cho ca 16p nghe.

Chién tranh gy ra bao tang toc, bao tan pha nhung tir luc hoc
16p dé tam cho dén bay gid t6i van tin cai tan pha tai hai nhat
ctia chién tranh khong phai 1a tai san ma 13 con ngudi. Bao
nhiéu 16p nguoi da chét, bao nhiéu thé hé da ra di va s& khong
bao gid trd lai trén dit nude Viét Nam. Nhitng mat mat do
khong bu dip duge. Nhitng vét thuong trén da thit co thé s&
lanh di nhung vét thuong trong tdm hon kho ma phai nhat.
Nguoi ta thuong nghi dén viée tai thiét d6 thi, xay dung nha
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ctra, cau cong nhung céi can tai thiét va xay dung la tinh ngudi.
Con tinh nguoi Viét Nam ching ta s€ con Viét Nam mai mai.
Maét tinh nguoi Viét Nam, dan tOc nay s€ bi di¢t vong. Nhiéu
khi ngdi nhé lai nhitng bai luan nim xua va nhiing tiéu luan toi
viét bay gio, cach viét ciing khong nhiéu thay d6i. Udc gi thu
thap lai dugc to1 s€ in thanh sach. Thﬁy Liéu & Pa Nang, chi
vao truong Tran Quy Cap day mot nim dé tam nién khoa 1970,
sau d6 hinh nhu thay khong day nita.

Thay Nguyén Ngoc Anh c6 kién thic lich st rat rong. Thay
cung chi day toi nam 16p d¢ tam 1970. Thﬁy day str Viét Nam
nhung ciing hay nhic dén st Trung Hoa. Thay thuong méc ao
so mi tring, Khudn mét tré trung va hinh nhu thay ngudi Hué.
Thay giang rat hay vi nghi sao giang vay mot cach tu nhién,
hung hon. Rat it khi toi thdy thdy dé mét vao sach gido khoa.
Ngay ca cach hoi bai ciing vay, thay thich hoi cau gi thi hoi,
nhiéu khi khong lién hé gi vé6i bai hoc trong tuan. Pang hoc
chuyén ai théng nhat Viét Nam lan dau thay budt miéng hoi ai
thong nhat Trung Hoa lan dau. Téi ciing thich 16i day d6. St
hoc 1a mot khoa hoc déi chiéu. Néu chi biét str nuéc minh ma
khong biét str nwéc khac rat dé dan dén mot thir chii nghia dan
tdc cuc doan hep hoi va ngu vui trong vinh quang qué khu.

Thay Nguyén Nhu Tho day to6i moén Toan 16p dé nhat nim
1972. Thay hoi 6m, dep trai va vui tinh. Nha thay ¢ gan dinh
Cam Pho va dén truong bang chiéc xe Vespa mau xanh nhat.
Thay day truong cong va ca trudng tu. Ngoai ra, mua hé thy
con day cac 16p luyén thi. Thay day toan nhung khong qua khat
khe. Mdi khi ¢ dira ndo néi chuyén trong gio hoc, thay goi tén
nhung khi cau ay vira ngang 1én, thdy ném cho cau ta mot vién
phan nhanh nhu ném phi tiéu. Thiy trd nhin nhau cudi hué.
Thay viét trén bang den rat dep va ngay ca vé duoc mot vong
tron 360 do chi bang mot nét khong dimg tay. C6 luc vé thanh
cong nhung gidng nhu cudc doi ciing nhiéu khi vong tron
khong duoc kin. Khi nghe thay trai qua nhiéu gian truan va da
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sang dén My, t6i thAm mong c6 mot ngay duoc viéng tham
thay.

C6 Nguyén Thi Nguyét day t6i mén Viét Van 16p dé nhit nim
1972. C6 Nguyét c6 voc dang manh mai, méi toc thé den lanh
bao gio ciing chai muot ma. Trong mit t6i ¢ Nguyét dep nhit
trong so cac ¢6 mdc du cd Phuong Lan quy phai va ¢ Bich Ty
hién hoa. Ngay d6 co Nguyét vira t6t nghiép su pham vé day
Viét Van ¢ truong Tran Quy Cap nén tudi c¢o cling chi moi
ngoai hai muoi. Co thuong mac 4o dai xanh. To6i hay dung trén
hanh lang nhin c6 di trong san truong. Mot cam giac that diu
dang nhung khong du dé thanh tho nén toi khong co bai tho
nao viét tang c6 ngay do. Cach day hai nam c6 sang My, anh
Nguyen Hong Ha, mot cuu hoc sinh Tran Quy Cap cua thap
nién 1960, gidi thidu va t6i may man dugc dén thim co ¢
Boston. Co Nguyét 1a nguoi duy nhét trong sd cac thay co day
& Trung hoc Tran Quy Cap t61 dugc gap lai. M4y chyc nim
qua, dira hoc tro ngan ngo ndm xua nay da gia nhung co
Nguyét trong tam hon né van con rat tré.

Tir cong vao, 16p hoc ciia toi 14 16p thi hai, day bén phai. Nhin
sang phia bén kia 1a Ty Canh Sat Quang Nam chi cach mot
hang rao. Toi khong biét phong sat véi 16p hoc toi ¢6 phai 1a
phong tham van hay khong nhung thinh thoang t6i nghe tiéng
la hét, khéc than, van xin, ham doa. T6i hay tO mo nhin sang va
thac mic chuyén gi dang xay ra bén d6 nhung tit ca bi che
khuét bang mot hang rao k&m gai cao. Trong 16p, chd t6i ngdi
sat cira s6. Nhiéu khi t6i mudn déng lai dé khoi nghe tiéng la
hét khoc than.

Bén kia 6 cira, nhitng con chim sé thudng bay vé cit tiéng liu
lo trén nhitng bui cdy. Sau nay, mdi khi doc lai nhitng cau tho
cia anh Tran Hoai Thu “T61 s€ goi mot bay chim sé nho,
nhirng canh chim tir xa ving lac bay” t6i hinh dung canh cii va
chgt nghe long x6t xa thuong thay cd, nhd ban be. Trong
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nhitng ngay & My, hoa hoan 1im mdi nghe tin mot ngudi ban
ci. Thinh thoang méi biét tin mot thay c¢6 nhung phan 16n chi
dé chia budn nhu truong hop ¢6 Phuong Lan vira qua doi nim
ngoai. Nhiéu 14n t6i tu hoi, sau bao khoi lira chién tranh, nghéo
nan tu toi, bién ca ménh mong, ban be toi, nhitng con chim sé
v6i d6i canh nho nhoi 16n 1én trong mét tinh ly budn hiu ngay
d6 bay gio phiéu bat vé dau !

Viét vé truong Tran Quy Cap khong thé nao quén nhic dén
Hoi An. Du bay gio 1a thanh phd UNESCO hay gi di nira t6i
ludn goi Hoi An 14 thanh phd cua toi. Thanh phd tram ling c6
nhitng ngdi chua tén nghe rat la, chua Ngii Bang, chia Am
Bon, chua Cau, nhung nghe riét nén cam thiy vo cing than
thiét. Hoi An trong tdm hon tdi chang khac gi mot cin nha
riéng, noi do, timg goc phd, timg con duong, tmg mai ngoi,
timg giong n6i ém dém cia ¢ bé bung ca phé, timg giong rao
cao Vit cta chi ban cao lau rong da gan lién trong mot phan
doi. Ngay d6 Hoi An ciing di c6 nhiéu quan ca phé nhung
chung toi thich udng ca phé & quan phia truéc Tiéu khu Quang
Nam va gan nha nhét 1a Ca phé S6 Mot sat bén con hdm nho di
vao khu Khong Miéu.

Ho1 An nhirng ngay t61 song budn va vang vé. Thanh phd budn
dén ndi trong mot phong sy dang trong trang dia phuong cua
bao Séng Than, t6i dd goi Hoi An 1a “Thanh phé chét”. Khong
nhiing con ngudi chang ai ngd ngang dén Hoi An ma ca chién
tranh cling bo sot HOi An. Thét vay, ngoai trir trdn Méu Than
va nhiing lan phao kich, trong sudt miy muoi nim cua cudc
chién, thanh phd cta t6i nhu roi vao quén lang. Didu rat la,
ngay ca My, trong thoi cao diém v0i ca tram ngan quan dong ¢
Da ndng, cach d6 vai chuc cdy sb, khong co don vi nao 16n
dong & Ho1 An. Cac don vi Pai Han thudc su doan Thanh Long
hay Manh H6 gi d6 dong & Cam Ha, Lai Nghi chi khong déng
& Hoi An. Han nhién 1y do chinh vi Hoi An khong con gitt mot
vi tri kinh té chién lugc nhu 300 nim truée. Du sao, nhd nhiing
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lang quén d6 ma ngay nay nhimg mai ngdi cong con nguyén
ven, nhimg ¢t nha cham tr tinh vi dd giap thu hat du khach
dé nudi song ngudi dan phd Hoi song Hoai.

Nhing nam chién tranh, 'Hoi An rat nghéo. Mot lan, ¢ nguoi
hoi toi bay gio Hoi An sdng nho du khach, ngay xua song bang
gi. T61 tra 101 nira dua nua that, ngay xwa Hoi An song bing
tho. Ngoai tho, t6i khong nhé Hoi An sdng bang gi khac.
Khong rudng dat, khong nha may. Khong du khach. Mac du
dat Ho6i An san xut ra hang trim nha tho nhung nha tho ndi
tiéng nhat Hoi An khong ai tranh cai, 1a Bui Giang. Nha tho
qué Duy Xuyén nhung hoc truong Minh Vién & HO1 An va
cudi vg, ba Pham Thi Ninh, cling nguoi Hoi An. Ong di roi
Ho6i An 30 nam trude, nhung dé lai nhiing cau lyc bat nubi
song tam hon nguoi xr Quang qua nhiéu thé hé. Tén Bui Giang
& xr Quang quen thudc dén ndi nhiéu khi nguoi ta cir tuong
ong chua bao gio roi khdi xur. Mot bai tho cua Bui Giang vé
Ho6i An:

Mo mangpho cil hoang liéu

Cdnh buém con séng swong chiéu Hpi An
To mdy chan chita mong vang

Tuéi doi em két mdy ngan canh hoa
Ming vui giot tudi chan hoa

Buée di tir d6 gi6 xa bay vé

Ngdam ngui dan 1é ai nghe

Céi nguon bén thang nam thé xé chia
Ddu mo hoen hdn con kia

Hon trang soi bong sau khuya mét bo.

Hau hét cac nha tho HOi An c6 it nhat mot bai viét vé thanh
phé c6 nay va thuong 13 nhitng bai tho duoc yéu thich nhat cta
tac gia nhu truong hop Bita Say Ghé Chua Ong cia Hoang
Loc, Nu Hoa Cho Ngudi Em Hoi An ctia Luan Hoan, Trua O
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Ho1 An cua Hoang Quy, Ngon Qué Vién Phuong cta Thai Tu
Hap, H6i Am cua Thanh Ton v.v..

Nhitng ngudi tir Héi An ra di déu c6 mot nhan xét giéng nhau:
“Hoi An la thanh pho dé vé tham chir khong phai noi dé ¢”.
Tuy budn bi nhu thé, hang nam, t61 van ve€. Ngay ca nhiing
nam kho khan sau 1975, t6i van cb gang vé. bi xa, nhé Hoi An
da diéc nhung khi vira bude chan vé long lai mudn ra di. Trong
nhimg nam ¢ Sai Gon, toi vé Hoi An chi dé di mot vong phd
¢d, dung trude truong Tran Quy Cap dao mit nhin cac em hoc
sinh dé tim lai chinh minh thoi hoc tro, roi lai ra di trén nhimng
chiéc xe Renault mau xanh dam va gia nua khong thua gi thanh
pho.

Chao co gai hoc tro dang toi lop

Cho toi lam vién soi duoi chan em

Pé xao xac hon t6i khi méi lom

Chiit men tinh nam théng dy chwa quén.

(GiAc mo nho cua toi, tho Tran Trung Dao)

Hoi An cta t6i 1a nhimg budi chiéu ngdi trude cira nha tho
Pham Dinh Nguyén ¢ Nga Ba Tin Lanh ngam nga “ Dong song
nao dua ngudi tinh di bién biét” va nhin cac em nit trung hoc
Ho61 An di hoc vé trong con mua.

Em vé pho Héi chiéu muwea I6n
Véc ngoc nga khoe duwdi lua hong
Ta nhu giot nudc mia mwa do
Bd cudn tréi vé tram nhanh séng.

(Em vé phd Hoi, Tran Trung Pao)

T6i viét nhitg dong tho dau tién khi con ¢ trudng Duy Xuyén
va sang tac nhiéu hon khi chuyén qua truong Tran Quy Cép.
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Nhung tho va ca vin ciing chi chia sé trong nhém ban bé gan
giii. Ngoai trir vai van tho tinh hiém hoi nhu trén, phan 16n toi
viét tir nhiéu goc canh ciia s6 phan con ngudi va dat nude. Pon
gian vi toi thuong dat nudc minh. Doi toi gian truan khong
khac gi dat nude. Tir thoi tho du ¢ quan Duy Xuyén to lua dén
bong da chua Vién Giac Hoi An, tho van t6i con lai nhiing dau
chan, nhiing tiéng thi tham ctia nhitng ngudi t6i quen va khong
quen, nhitng hoan canh t6i da gap, da tung la nhan chung.

Ban be van ngh¢ ching t6i hay gap nhau trén cdn gac cua
Nguyén Xuan Tuong, gan chia Vién Giac. Toi chi quen Tudng
sau khi chuyén sang truong Tran Quy Cép nhung than nhau rat
nhanh. Tuong hoc gidi, dan hay, sang tac nhac, lam tho, hoc ca
16p bao chi ham thu cua tap chi Pho Thong. Tho ctua Tuong
dang nhiéu nhat trén tap chi Tht Tu, ky bat hiéu Mic Vil Toi
biét nhiéu vé bao chi ciing nho hoc ké cac sach vé trong 16p
ham thu cua Tuong va tap dan tir cay dan cua Tuong. Tuong
c¢6 duc tinh rat tot, tan tuy hy sinh cho ban bé. Trong nhiing
ngay cung kho & Sai Gon, khi khong con noi nao khéac dé tro,
t61 tim dén Tudng. Cau ay gidi thiéu toi day kém & nha nguoi
ba ¢6 rudt ctia cau ta. Ngudi dan ba c6 tam hon bao dung nhu
dong song Hang d6 sau thoi gian ngin di tré thanh me nudi
cua toi.

Tir d6 t6i khong con kho khin vé vat chat va ca tinh than nita.
Me ngudi Kim Bdng nhung trong cic tac phdm ctia minh, toi
thuong goi me 1a Me Hoa Hung dé phan biét voi Me Duy
Xuyén da mat. Toi hay choc me t6i cudi nhét 13 trong nhiing
lan d4nh bac an gian voi dam em trong ba ngay Tét. Mudi nim
sau khi roi Sai Gon, t6i viét ting me bai tho P6i Ca Thién Thu
Tiéng Me Cuoi. Me rat thich bai tho nay. Anh V& T4 Han phd
bai tho thanh nhac, nhiéu ca si hat nhung wdc mo cta me la
mot ngdy toi s& vé dé hat me nghe. Di nhién 1a toi lai hira nhu
bao lan 1an 15 hen di qua.
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Ngoai gio hoc ¢ trudng Tran Quy Cap va gip g& mot s6 ban bé
gid1 han, to61 chi & chua doc sach. Sau ngay xay xong Trung
Tam Sinh Hoat Thanh Nién, su phu t6i c6 y dinh thanh 1ap mot
thu vién nén thu thap rit nhiéu sach. Y dinh khong thanh, thay
dong sach thanh timg thing va dé danh trén 1iu. Bén canh kinh
dién 1a cac tac phém van hoc, kinh t& va rat nhiéu sach chinh
tri. T6i con nho nén cong viée toi lam mdi ngay rat nhe nhang
khong phai ganh nuéc tudi rau nhu cac cht 16n tudi. Nhitng
ngay khong di hoc, sau khi lau chuii ban ghé trong giang duong
va quét 14 da mdt ntra san chua xong t6i thuong dung thoi gian
con lai dé doc sach.

Truong Tran Quy Cap khong co trung tim thi ti tai. Mua he
1972, hoc sinh cac 16p dé nhat trudng Tran Quy Céap ching t6i
1éu chdng di thi ta tai phén hai & trung tam Pa Nang. Chu tich
hoi dong giam khao la thiy Hoang Trung, nguyén hiéu truong
truong Tran Quy Cap. Ngay cong bd két qua o truong Nir
Trung Hoc Pa Néng, bac toi tir bén Son Cha dap xe qua dé
cing t0i di xem bang. T6i chi mudn di mot minh vi khong
mudn bac dau long néu ching may toi rét. Bac nhat dinh cing
di. Ngay dan két qua, han nhién, 1a ngay v6 ctng hoi hop.

San truong Nit Trung Hoc ngiy di coi bang ron tiéng cuoi
nhung cling déy nuéc mat. Khi d&én ho Tran, danh sach thi dau
chi c6 vai tén van cht T va cham dut. Khong c6 tén t61. Nhimg
td két qua dan bén dudi thudc vé cac ban khac. Bac toi mat yéu
khong doc dugc nhung thiy t6i khong noi gi, bac biét su im
lang la mot dau hiéu khong vui. Khi qua lo lang, t61 quén nghi
dén mot diéu vo ly, chang 1& cac ho bat dau véi cac van
U,V,X,Y ...déu rét hét hay sao, nhit 1a rat nhiéu ngudi ho Vo
va Vi. Th1 ra, nguoi dan két qua thiy phia dudi ban khac
chiém, da dan phan con lai & mot buc tuong khic kha xa. T6i
tim ra va thay tén minh trong d6. Bac t6i mat yéu nhung van ¢
chen 14n vao dé chinh mat doc tén toi.
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T6i 6m chdm céc ban van T, V, nhay nhdt vui mimg, nhung
khi chot nhin 1én, t6i thdy bac khoc. V&i tim hon moc mac, bac
khong vudt toc hay ndi mot 10i khen nhung tir dong nudc mat
dang chay trén d6i ma nhin nheo cua cu gia Quang Nam chat
phac, toi biét bac mung lim. Bac toi it noi. Khi budn ong di
uong ruou. Tanh tinh 6ng hién hau va rat d& mém long. Mot
1an toi hoc 16p dé ngii & Vinh Dién bac dap xe tir Son Cha vao
tham. Du trong gid hoc nhung bac nhit dinh khong cho. Nhan
vién vin phong danh dua bac dén phong hoc dé gap toi. Bac
dimg gitra 16p khoc ngon lanh khi thay toi dang ngdi trong mat
gdc phong. Thay c6 va ban hoc biét hoan canh t6i nén khong ai
no6i gi. Toi 10i 16p theo bac ra ngdi trén bac tam cap. Toi dan
bac dung khoc va cling dung vao tham nira, to1 s€ binh an. No6i
thé cho bac yén tdm mic du toi khong biét doi minh rdi sé ra
sao. Thang bé 6m yéu muoi ba tudi ngdi bén ong gia Quang
Nam gitra mgt qué huong dang dong dua trong con bao. Khi
béac dap xe ra vé, nhin theo chiéc lung com cdi cua béc, long toi
se lai, t6i nhé cha t6i vo cung. Nhiéu khi t6i thdy minh nhu
nhimng cong lau bén bo song Thu, khi cong tuong ching sat dat
nhung rdi lai ding 1én va di giita cude doi.

Coi bang T Tai xong, bac t6i hén ho tu dap xe ra pha dé vé lai
Son Cha. Sau nay nghe bac ké toi méi hiéu ra, bac khoc khong
phai chi vi mimg cho t6i dau ta tai thoi nhung con nghi dén ba
t6i, em trai ké cua bac, da qua doi vai nam trude d6. Udc mo
cua ba to1, nguoi thg dét vai & Duy Xuyén mong con minh dau
t0 tai dd thanh sy that. Ong noi toi c6 tam nguodi con gom ca
trai 1an gai nhung khong gia dinh nao thanh cong trén duong
hoc van. Cac anh ho 16n tudi ciia toi, ra di dii theo bén nay hay
bén kia déu khong ai trd lai. Anh chét bén nay song Thu, em
chét bén kia song Thu. Téi gidn béac toi nhidu chuyén trong gia
dinh nhung tr hdm d6 vé sau toi thuong bac vo cung. Di bd
trén duong Hing Vuong ra bén xe Chg Con dé vé Nga Ba Hué,
t61 mudn la 16n 1én cho moi ngudi cung biét t6i dang c6 mot
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niém vui nhung khong con mdt nguoi than nao trong gia dinh
dé san sé.

T6i quyét dinh di Sai Gon du trude d6 ¢6 thiy khuyén t0i nén
ra Hué hoc. Tbi phai di xa. Khong gian nho hep ¢ qué huong
hay & Hué duong nhu khong du chd cho niém u uét cua o1
trang trai. Toi vé lai Duy Xuyén tham mo me lan cudi trudc
ngay di. Ngay xua mdi chiéu di hoc & trudng Tiéu hoc Xuyén
Chau vé t6i thuong dimg lai ¢ day. Co hoang khong moc kip
dé t6i nho. Hom do toi v€, ngdi md me toi day co dai. T do t6i
ra Vinh Dién, Pa Nang roi xuong Hoi An tro ¢ chua Vién Giac,
chfmg con ai cham soc phﬁn md me. Phan 16n ba con déu da
tan cu ra Pa Nang. Trong xém chi con lai vai gia dinh séng
ngay gitta hai lan dan, bam 13y rudng vuon vi khong biét di dau
va cling khong biét 1y gi dé song néu chay ra ngoai Pa Ning.
Toi ngéi that 1au bén mo me. Phia bén kia 1a Cau Chim. Mua
hé, dong nude Thu Bon nhu nudc mit toi sap can. Ngdi nha
nhd cua cha con t6i bi chay rui chi con tro trui mot nén dat. Toi
htra v61 me t61 mua he sang ndm con s€ tr& vé. T6i tam biét
ngoi lang nho ra di, hanh trang cua t61 khong con gi ngoai tinh
thuong va khat vong tu do.

T6i 1a mot trong nhitng hoc sinh 16p dé nhat cudi cing roi Phd
Hoi than yéu. Ly do, sau khi thi xong T Tai phan hai toi bi
binh nam ¢ Pa Ning sudt may tudn. Téi & nha mot ngudi co dé
duoc ¢6 chim soc. Mot ¢o bé cung qué co doi mat den tron moi
chiéu dén tham toi. C6 t6i nghi ngd chiing toi ¢o tinh ¥ gi. Toi
khong co va cd bé cling khong. Ching t61 16n 1€n véi nhau tur
nhitng ngdy con bé & trong qué. Gidng nhu bay gio, hdi do toi
da thich 1y sy nhirng chuyén “trén troi dudi dat” nhung cd bé
du khong hiéu gi ciing kién nhan ngdi nghe. Am nhac ciing thé.
Nhiing bai hat toi hay hat thoi d6 nhu Thién Thai, Thu Hat Cho
Nguoi dai phat thanh Da Néng thuong khong phat nhung co bé
nghe toi hat riét cling quen tai. Mot tinh cam nhe nhang bang
bac nhu khéi suong trong ca nhiéu nim sau d6. Nhitng nim
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hoc dai hoc & Sai Gon, mua heé nao t6i cling vé Pa Ning. C6 bé
rat vui moi khi théy t61 vé va toi cting nghe nhu co tiéng chim
hét trong 1ong mdi luot vé thim, cho dén mot ngay hé 1981,
canh chim nho bay qua bén kia bién rong, chua vé.

Khi khoe ra, t6i vao Hoi An don dep sach vo, danh 1& théy tru
tri va chao cac chu trong chua dé ra di. Thay try tri cho t6i mot
it tién dé di duong nhung khong noi gi thém nhiéu. Cubi thang
Tam va mua thu sap sira tro vé. Trong tiéng 1a da xao xac toi tyr
mé& canh ctra dé ra di Am thadm nhu khi t6i dén. Khoéng mogt nu
cudi htra hen quay vé va ciing khong mot giot nudc mét khoc
chia tay. Nhu Nguyén Binh ta trong Nhitng bong ngudi trén
san ga, toi “mot minh lam ca cudc phan ly”. Khong ai ba con
rudt thit véi téi. Toi khong phai 1a mdt cha tiéu, mot tang si,
mot dé tr xuat gia ctia su phu ma chi 1a dta tré md coi tro hoc.
S6 phan ciia t6i khong khac gi s6 phan ciia hang trigu dira tré
bat hanh trén dat nuéc Viét Nam thoi d6. Nhung toi tin, t6i da
hoc duoc rat nhidu va thay doi rat nhicu sau thoi gian & chua
Vién Giac. T6i hiéu bao dung tha thtr 1 diéu can thiét nhung
quan trong hon phai biét bao dung tha thtr cho chinh minh
trudc.

Nhiing nam & chua Vién Giac da l1am diu con ph?m nd trong
1ong mot dira bé bi chién tranh tan pha, huy diét gan nhu tat ca
nhiing gi yéu quy nhat. Loi day “Hay thap dudc 1én ma di” cua
Puc Phat di anh huong dén nhan sinh quan va thé giéi quan
ctia t6i. Con ngudi ai ciing ¢ thé dam dbi 1an bi té ngd nhung
phai biét budng xd, dimg ddy va tiép tuc di. Toi da dung day,
da di, da séng sot qua nhiéu thir thach. Thang Hai vira qua,
dung trude tang da noi Dirc Phat co thé da ngdi giang bai phap
dau tién bén Vuon Loc Uyén, t6i xtc dong va cam thay minh
nhu chiéc 14 tir hon hai ngan nim trim nim trudc vira roi vé
¢di. Chiéc 14 da chua Vién Giac Hoi An, chiée 14 bd dé & Vuon
Loc Uyén Sarnath hay giot nu6c song Hang Varanasi chi 1a
mot, mot tAm hon, con va mat, ra di va lai trd vé. Khi chuyén
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xe 101 Loc Uyén ra phi truong Varanasi, toi ngodi dau nhin lai
va tham thua nho trong long “Con cdm on dirc Bon Su”.

Cubi thang Tam 1972, cac ban di du hoc da di roi, cac ban di
Sai Gon hoc d3 di roi va ca cac ban di hoc & Hué cling da di
r0i. Thanh phé vbn da ving lai cang Véng hon. T61 di ngang
qua truong Tran Quy Cap. Mua hé sip hét. Hoa phuong do
dang tan. Thay c6 chua tré lai. Tir nay Trung hoc Tran Quy
Cap khong con 13 truong hoc ma 1a kho tang cua tudi tré chiing
t61. Ban ghé, hdc tu, bang den, nhitng cau tho viét voi trén
tuong mai mai s¢ la chung tich. T6i ra di mang theo hinh anh
thay b va rat nhidu diéu dang nh¢ nhung khong thé nao viét
hét ra day. Nhing 10i day do cia cac thay, cac co 1a nhua
nguyén, nhua luyén cho cdy doi téi xanh 14. Nhitng nam sau
do, vao Sai Gon va r6i ra nudc ngoai, du hoc thém & nhiéu
truong 16n hon, du ngdi trong nhu’ng giang duong khang trang
hién dai hon, du hoc véi nhitng gido su tén tudi hon, mot diéu
t6i luén ghi khic trong long, anh sang ruc r& ciia ngon dén dai
hoc My da dugc thip 1én tir nhimg cay diém rat nho ¢ Trung
hoc Duy Xuyén, Trung hoc Tran Quy Cap ngiy xua.

Néu dinh nghia gido duc 1a nhiing gi con lai sau khi quén hét,
nhiing gi con lai trong t6i khong phai 1 nhiig nguyén tic may
moc, nhirng cong thirc kh6 khan ma Ia nhimg bai giang cong
dan gido duc nhe nhang nhung can thiét cua thdy c6, nhiing
khat vong va udc mo tudi tré ma toi nung nau dudi mai ngoi
don so ciia ngdi truong me, Trung hoc Tran Quy Cap Hoi An.

Tréin Trung Pao
(Viét cho déac san Truong T61 ky niém 60 nam thanh lap TH
Tran Quy Cap, Hoi An 1952-2012)

Trich tho:
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Péi ca thién thu tiéng me cuoi

Nhdc chiéc phone 1én bong ling nguroi
Tiéng ai nhu tiéng ld thu roi

Muwoi nam me nhi, mwoi nam lé

Chi biét am tham thwong nhé théi

Buéi dy con di chiang hen thé
Nguea rieng xwa lac ddu son khé
Muoi ndm téc me mau tang trdng
Tréng cd long con liic nghi vé

Me van ng(;i dan mét noi buon
Bén doi gio tat voi mua tuon
Con di gop la nghin phuong lai
Dot liva cho doi tan khéi swong

Tiéng me nghe nhu tiéng nghen ngao
Tiéng Nguoi hay chi tiéng chiém bao
Me xa xoi qua lam sao voi

Biét dén bao gio tréng thdy nhau

Durng khoc me oi hay rang cho
Ngdm nguii con sé ddu trong tho
Pau thwong con viét vao trong ld
Hoi dm con tim trong gidc mo

Nhdc chiéc phone lén bong lang nguoi
Giong buon hon ca tiéng mwa roi

Vi ma t6i doi thoi gian dwoc

Péi cd thién thu tiéng me cuoi.

My life for my mom’s laughter
(Version translated by Poet THANH THANH)
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PICKING up the handset I was stunned with surprise:
Whose voice as light as falling leaves in cold skies?
Isn't it ten years, ten years and over, dear mother,
Just in silence to miss and long for one another?

1 left without any promises or pledges that day:
The old wild horse from its forest-land went astray.
Ten years for Mom's hair to turn mourning white,
And mourning-like my soul also in such a plight.

You've still been sitting there weaving your pain
By an existence of slapping wind and beating rain.
I've set off to set up from all directions a pyre

In order to disperse the mist for life lighting a fire.

Your voice was broken off, you choked up, I found;
Mom's endearing words or mere in-reverie sound?
You are too far, how could I reach out for you?
And when could we meeting again look forward to ?

Do not cry, my dear mother, and continue to await.
All my grief [ will hide in the rhymes I create.

Of all my sorrow I will write reams and reams,
And find your warmth my warmth in my dreams.

As I picked up the handset how astounded was |
To hear my mom's voice sadder than the rainy sky!
Should I be able to give up Man's time in hereafter,
I would offer mine to recover my mom's laughter.

Mille Automnes En Echange d'Un Rire De Ma Mére
(Traduit en francais par Nguyen Pac Khoa)
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Combien je suis stupéfait au moment ou je décroche le
telephone!

A’qui est cette voix aussi légere qu'une chute des feuilles
jaunes.

1l y a dix ans , dix ans et plus, n'est - ce pas Maman ?
Que nous avons vecu seulement dans l'angoisse et
'éloignement en silence.

Ce jour, sans faire aucune promesse je suis parti.

Le vieux cheval sauvage s'est égaré dans des montagnes et
des prairies.

Dans dix ans, se sont tournés en un blanc de deuil tous tes
cheveux.

En y pensant, je porte dans mon coeur ce deuil
malheureux.

Tu t' assois toujours la-bas avec un coeur attristant
A" coté d'une vie ou il fait du vent violent, la pluie battante

Je vais ramasser les feuilles éparpillées a tous les vents
Pour faire un feu qui peut disperser toute la brume de
cette existence.

J'ai trouvé que ta voix est étouffée par l' émotion.

Est -ce bien ta propre voix ou tout simplement celle en
songe ?

Comment pouvais -je t' atteindre depuis que tu as éte tres
loin de moi.

Je ne sais pas jusqu'a’ quand nous pouvons nous voir.

Oh ! Maman , ne pleure plus et fais un effort pour attendre
avec patience

Dans les vers que je fais je cacherai toutes nos peines.

Sur les feuilles de papier j'écrirai toutes nos douleurs
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Et dans mes songes je trouverai notre chaleur.

En décrochant le téléphone je suis extrémement surpris.
La voix de ma Mere est plus triste que le crépitement de la
pluie.

Si jamais j'avais le pouvoir de changer le temps

Contre le rire de ma Mere j'échangerais tous les mille ans.

DPém ngoi nghe tiéng chim trén bién

Pém ngoi nghe tiéng chim trén bién
Chot nho ngay ra cvua Viing Tau
Mot canh chim chiéu theo dwa tién
V6 tinh ... ciing thdy xét xa dau

Durng theo, chim nho, ding theo nita
Réi sé nhur ta lac 16i vé

Ta nhu ngua bo doi hoang da

Quay nhin mo mit ddu son khé

Tir nay canh hat vang xa khudt
Chan troi ky niém trang ménh méng
Xung quanh chi mgt mau mdy nuoc
Cdch mét tring dicong, van néi long

Béng diung ta mong lam mdy trang
ROt xuong qué hiwong nhitng giot sau
Pém nay me c6 ngoi than khéc
Nude mat xin lam may trang bay

Pém ngoi nghe tiéng chim trén bién
Nhur tiéng thu xua théi ld vang
Long ta mdy do vang nhw ld

Tir budi xa nguoi trén bén soéng
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O déy ta song doi khinh bac
Som t6i di vé mét céi riéng
Ca mot son ha ta né bo

Sa gi chi mot trdi tim em ...

Bao gio' nhi téi vé thim x& Quang

Bao gio nhi téi vé tham xir Qudng
Muoi niam dai mé me chang ai trong
C6 ¢6 cao hon ndi nhé trong long
Pt c6 lanh hon miia déng Bic My

Hai Van ditng ngdm ngii bao thé ky
Chay vé dau lai lang nuwée Thu Bon
Thuo hoc tro toi hay dung ven song
Nghe nuéc vé dwdi chan cau Vinh Dién

Con chang nhi nhitrng con dwong ky niém
Nhitng ban bé dam divra lac noi dau

Toc chwa xanh ma da voi hoen mau

Thoi ly logn tim nhau trong ky tc

Cho t6i ghé tham trwong Tran Quy Cdp
Nhitng mau réu gach ngoi cii con chang
Bai tho xwa con dong ddu bén thém

T6i van viét nhung tho buon hon truée

Puong Phé Hoi chira muiea da ngdp nuée
Nhitng can nha lup xup ndi vai nhau

Pinh Cam Phé, Khu Khong Miéu, Chita Cau
Tén nghe la nhwng vé cing tha thiét

Cho toi ghé bén xe do Nam Phuoc
Lan cuoi cung em den tién toi di
Gio chia tay sao chang noi nang gi
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Nghin ndam d@é may buon vieong trong mt

Bao gio nhi t6i vé tham Niii Qué
Durng bén cau Cho Pun nude tréi xudi
Maia sim 1én tim ruc cd lung doi
Hurong ngdy ngat t6i mong thanh thi si

Ai dung do bén kia bo Giao Thuy
Khan lua vang con chit o ngang vai
Nghiép tam to khuya sém van deo hoai
Nghé canh ciri chac con nhiéu cuwc kho

Trdi tim toi co mot dong mau do

Sé mét ngay chay dén tin Cau Ldu
Nuoc song Thu du lut 19i duc ngc”iu
Nghe van ngot nhu bon bon Dai Ljc

Bao gio nhi t6i tré vé Pa Ning

Nghe ngan khoi théi lanh xuéng séng Han
Bén Bach Pdng con nhitng chuyén do ngang
Ngay hai budi néi cau qua An Hdi

Em Truong Nit co bao gio tro lai

Tha to tinh tréu choc dam con trai

Duwong Hung Virong thuo d ay rat la dai

Sao qud ngdn trong nhitng chiéu chung buéce

May ¢6 trdng trén dinh chiia Non Nude
Mura ¢é budn gidang kin niii Tién Sa

Vé chwa em swong phii xuéng Son Cha
Con chang nhi dau chan tinh trén cat

Toi mot dao hay om dan dung hat
Bai ca buon tieng quoc vong dém khuya
Quang Nam oi khuc ruot da chia lia
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Chiéu vién xir ngam ngui cho non nudc

T6i da bdo tho t6i buon hon trude
Doi luu vong chua hen budi quay vé
Cdu héi ndy chi héi dé t6i nghe

Bao gio nhi téi vé tham xir Quang.

Nhé Cay da chua Vién Giac

T6i chwa kip tré vé tham Vién Gidc
Muoi hai ndm béo dat bén séng doi
Cay da cii chdc da gia hon truée
Biét c6 con rung ld xuong san t6i

Doi lvu lac toi di hoai khong nghi

Pé niém dau chay sudt nhitng mia thu
Thoi tho du cdy da gia tri ky

Van con ddy trong ky ikc xa mil

T6i kho cuc tir khi cha mat sém

Nén ba con, than thudc ciing xa dan
Khi téi khée, da dau tirng cuong la
Khi téi cueoi, xdo xac tiéng quen than

Pa lam me vo vé téi gidc ngii

Da lam cha che mat nhitng trua he

Pa lam ban qudy quan khi ranh réi

Pa lam nguoi chon thit ching khen ché

Moi budi sang toi mot minh om choi
Quét la vang nhu quét noi co don

Ld van rung khi moi mia thu téi
Nhuw doi toi tiep noi chuyén dau buon
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Chiia thanh tinh chiang dung hon liv thir
Mot chiéu thu t6i lay Phat ra di

B6 lqi tiéng chudng chiia vang khuya sém
Cay da gia dirng lang khoc chia ly

Duwong toi qua da khong con bong mat

Ngay nhoc nhan mua i xuong dém khuya

Da 6 lgi am tham ru khiic hat

Ngdm ngiii buéng theo méi tiéng chuéng chiéu

Pa thin mén dau cé vang thuwong nho
Ciing xin ditng guc xuong dudi san toi
Xin co dng dé cho nghe t6i ké

Chuyén tram ludn ciia mét kiép con nguoi

T6i s€ dén ngéi chita xwa Vién Gidc
Nhat manh doi roi rot o dau day
Oi thang bé nghéo nan xwa da lén
Di lam nguwoi du thuc o phwong tdy

T6i viét not nhitng bai tho dang do

Va tinh nguoi rach nat thuo hoa nién

Pa sé hat bai dong dao mudn thuo

Nhac thu buén mede mdt chay trong dém.

Nguwoi linh gia vira chét dém qua

Ngueoi linh gia Viét Nam

Vira méi chét dém qua

Trén dwong pho San Jose bui bim
Anh da di bao nhiéu nghin dam

Pén noi ddy chi dé chét am tham
Khong mot phat sung chao

Khong ca mot nguoi than

Khong ai noi voi anh mot loi tién biét.
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Ngueoi linh gia Viét Nam
Nhuw con thu hoang lac loai
Trén freeway nhon nhip
Mot tleng rén thang thot chay trong mira

Mot chzec la cuon di theo con gio. cudi mia
Mot tleng ndc ra roi trong déem vang

Vo anh dau?

Sao khéng vé ddy vuot mat
Con anh ddu?

Sao khéng dén vin khan tang
Anh ra di nhiwr anh dén

Rat véi vang

Chang con ai trén doi dé khoc.

Nhdn logi van minh c6 nhiéu cich song

Nhung dong bdo t6i cé nhitng kiéu chét rat la doi
Nguoi vo mang thai

Om ldy chong ciing nhdy xudng bién khoi

Pé khoi phai roi vao tay giac Thdi

Cho séng bién Pong nghin nam con ru mai

Mot bai ca chung thity vong vé Nam

Dé moi sém chiéu khi thiy triéu ding

T6 quéc sé dwoc boi thém

Bcﬁng mau anh thit chi.

Co nhitng ba me nwa dém thirc ddy

Di ban mau minh mua gao nuoi con

Puong vé chwa téi dau thén

Ba guc chét khéng kip nhin mdt con lan cudi
Pita con it ciing chét dan trong con doi
Miéng con thi thao hai tiéng “Me oi |”
Nhitng giot mdu twoi dd giét chét hai nguoi
Sé dong lai trong nghin trang lich su
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Cho nuwéc séng Hong bao gio ciing do
Nhw mau mau Me Viét Nam.

Dém qua thém mot dira con

Vira méi chét trén dwong phé San Jose nhon nhip

Anh khong chét ¢ Ha Lao, Binh Long, Cua Viét

Anh khéng chét ¢ Ham Tén, Suéi Mau, Hoang Lién Son
Chét & day dat la sé thém buon

Trén mo bia anh thém mot dong chir My

Mot nguoi Viét Nam sinh nham thé ky

Va chét ciing nham noi

Pém nay bén kia bo trdi ddt xa x6i

Qué hirong anh van con chim trong lira do.

Toi goi anh doi dong tho

Tir trdi tim ciia mot thang em nho
Ciing lac loai lwu lac nhw anh
Chiing ta, hai chiéc ld chung canh
Bay pho phat trieée tirng con bao 16
Ngui di anh binh yén noi chin SUoi
Pau thirong ndy em sé viét thay anh.

Trong bai Trdn Trung Pao, tiéng vong tir bén kia dai dwong,
Db Truong tir Pic qubc da viét:

“Toi déngy voi nha phé binh Luwong Trung Thu, khi anh cho
rang “Tho Tran Trung Dao, khong co gi moi, neu nhu khong

muén néi la rat cu }

‘Qua thdt nhw vdy, tho T ran Trung Pao

khéng nhitng cii vé thé logi, ma tir ngit ciing khéng méi. Nhung
do cdch sit dung ngon tir ciia anh rat tai tinh, nén tho anh rat
gan, dé hiéu, dé thuéc va giau nhac tinh. Ciing nhw nha tho
Tran Manh Hdo, tho ciia anh dwgc nhiéu nhac sy phé nhac, va
hat rat hay. Rt tiéc, dit cdc nhac sy rdt tai hoa nhung dwong
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nhw chwa chuyén tai hét hon cot cua bai tho vao nhac, nén no
theo mot chiéu hwong khdc.

Mdy nam gan day, nha tho T ran Trung Dao chuyén sang viét
ca van xudi, tam but va tiéu lugn. La nha tho nén tam but cia
anh phdang phdt chat tho trong do, giau hinh twong, lay dong
long nguweoi. Tiéu ludn ciia anh sdc ma khong khé. Nhiéu lic t6i
cir nghi, ong nha tho nay ca ngay di lam o hang xwong, khong
hiéu thoi gian, sikc lwe ddu ma ong dy cay ra nhiéu thiv thé.”

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Tran Trung Pao Web: viengiac.de

- Phé ¢6 Hoi An va nhitng ngéi truong cii Web:
trantrungdao.com
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16. Vinh Hao

Vinh Hio - Nguyén-Phiic Vinh Hao

Nha vin Vinh Hao tén that 1d Nguyén Phuc Vinh Héo sinh
ngay 30-11-1958 tai Nha Trang, Khanh Hoa, than phu la nha
tho Biru Pao Ai My qué & V§ Da, Phu Vang, Thira Thién, than
mau 1a nha tho Trinh Tién (Tam Tén) qué & Thach Thang, Da
Ning, tinh Quang Nam.

Thud nho hoc ¢ céc truong Au Viét, Sinh Trung, Hoa Khanh,
Trung hoc VO Ténh tai Nha Trang, Bo Dé tai Hoi An, Long
Tuyén Phat Hoc Vién tai Quang Nam

Tt ndm 1980-1984, theo hoc tai Quang Huong Gia Lam, Vién
Phat hoc Van Hanh.

Nam 1985, 6ng bi bat dua di cai tao tai trai Cai Tao Lao bong
K4 thudc Long Khanh, tinh Dong Nai vi tham gia t6 chirc Phat
gido c6 &m muu lat d6 nha cdm quyén Cong san Viét Nam,
trong do c6 Hoa Thugong Thich Bic Nhuan, Thugng Toa Tri
Siéu thé danh Lé Manh That, Tué Sy...
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Nam 1987, do bao bénh 6ng dugc tam tha.

Sau khi duoc tam tha, Vinh Hao vuot bién, dén trai ti nan
Songkhla, Thai Lan vao 31 thang 3 nam 1987, dén thang 5 thi
chuyén dén trai Panat Nikhom, song & d6 cho dén dung

Ngay sinh nhat 30-11-1987, ong 1én may bay, chuyén qua trai
ti nan ¢ Bataan, Philippines. Tai déy,, nhu nhitng nguoi ti nan
khéc, 6ng hoc thém Anh ngilr va doi song My.

Ngay 28 thang 8 nim 1988, 6ng dap may bay dén Hoa Ky dinh
cu tai Virginia, theo hoc tai Northern Virginia Community
(College).

Nim 1988, 6ng dang & My, toa 4n clia nha cim quyén Cong
san Viét Nam xir khiém dién, ong bi két an 20 nim lao dong
kho sai. Hoa Thuong Thich DBrc Nhuan, Thugng Toa Thich Tri
Siéu, Thich Tué Sy bi an tr hinh.

Tur thang 8 ndm 1991, 6ng doi cu qua California, theo hoc tai
Los Valley College.

Vinh Hao khéi sy viét van tir nim 1976, nhung cho dén nim
1989, tac pham Me, Qué Huong va Nudc Mat méi duge an
hanh.

Ong di cong tac véi cac bao, tap chi Khoi Hanh, Lang Vin,
Van Hoc, Thu Quan Ban Thao, Phdt Giao Hai Ngoai, Phat
Gido Viét Nam, Thé Ky 21, Vién Gidc, Chin Nguyén, Nguoi
Viét, Viét Bao...

Nam 1994, Vinh Hao 1am Téng Thu Ky tap chi Phdt Gido Hdi
Ngoai, tai Hoa Ky.
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Nam 2006, chi truong tap chi Phuwong Troi Cao Réng, dén
nam 2008 tap chi nay bi dinh ban vi 1y do tai chanh.

Tur thdng 5 nam 2009, lam chu bt bao Chdnh Phap.
Tac pham:

- Me, Qué Huwong va Nude Mt (truyén ngin, 1989)
- Niti Xanh Mdy Hong (truyén vira, 1991)

- Bién Boi Mudn Thud (truyén ngin, 1992)

- Thién Than Quét Ld (truyén ngan, 1993)

- Phuong Troi Cao Rong (truyén dai, 1993)

- San Truoc Canh Mai (tuy but, 1994)

- Bui Duong (truyén dai, 1995)

- Chanh Long Tiéng Tho Roi (tho, 1996)

- Ngé Thodat (truyén dai, 1996)

- Coi Troi (truyén dai, tap 1 & 2, 1997)

- Con Puong Nguoc Dong (tuy but, 1998)

- Gide Mo va Huyén Thoai (truyén ngan, 2001)

Trich van:

Nhirng van co
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Dénh cd tudng 1a mot tro tiéu khién tha vi 1dm. Dan binh bd
tran, dua quan minh sang xam 14n nuée nguoi, danh cho tan tac
d6i ngil cua dbi phuong, danh cho tuéng dich phai chip tay dau
hang. Vira cong vira thu, tién quan hau quan phéi hop chit ché,
chén danh quén thu trén ting tac dat. Luc thi xe phao cong
thanh, khi thi tot ngua bat tudng; luc thi thuong tiéc quan s,
bao vé ca con t6t mon, khi thi thi mang bo ca xe twong dé giir
lay chu so4i t6i cao. Chang ltic nao 1a khong thu vi.

Nhung th nhét 1a khi thang. Vi thing thi c6 thé vd dui danh
dét mot cai dé tu ban thudng sach luge chinh déng chinh tay tai
ba cua minh. Ngoai ra, con la dé muc kich cai dau kho cua ké
dai bai. Con thua u? O, qué 1am. Hai khée miéng tu nhién chay
xé xubng, khong sao nhich 1én n6i. Nhung ciing phai rang cuoi,
vi khong cuoi thi ¢6 vé nhu mudn mic nhién thira nhan minh
dé ma ciing 13 tu cong nhdn cai tai gidi cua thang khi ddi
phuong déng ghét dang cudi hi himg ngay trudc mat. Néu
khong cudi guong duoc thi ciing néi doi 1oi vét vat, chang han
"tai tui so hd dé chét mat con xe" hodc, "tai tao lo tn cong qua
nén quén thu con tudng". Cudi khong ndi, néi khong dugc, im
lang cing chang xong thi chi c6 nudc xach ban cd ma dap cho
d6i phuong mot tran. Anh rugt em, cha dudi con c6 khi ciing
chi vi thua mét van co (1am nhu thé danh c& véi anh véi cha thi
phai lam b¢ thua hoai vay!). Su théng bai trong mdt ban co ¢
thé lam thay doi nhiéu thir,

T61 khong phai 1a ké danh co tudng chuyén nghiép. To61 chua
hé bo cong dé hoc co thé. Toi biét danh co, vay thoi. Nhung, c6
thé noi 1a do danh co nhidu nim ma toi co chit kinh nghiém
trong thé cong cting nhu thé thuce dé bay duoc nhimg van co
khong méy té. Panh véi ké cao tay thi du thing hay bai to1
cling hoc dugc nhitng nude hay; con danh véi ké thip co, toi
¢6 dugc co hoi dé thi nghiém nhitng nudc cd tao bao ma toi
chua dam ap dung voi ke ngang co hay trén co minh. Nhung
trong suot muoi my nam, ké tir khi bat dau tap ddnh co — luc
mudi tudi — chi ¢6 hai 1an dau co 1am t6i nhé doi. Hai lan do
déu 1a nhimng bai hoc y nghia va thu vi cho t6i. Nhimng bai hoc
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nay khong nam trong thé cd ma ndm &ee cai tim. DPung, cai tim
cua nguoi danh co.

Lan tht nhat xay ra vao ndm toi hai muoi hai tudi. D6i thu cua
toi — phai song phéng ma goi nhu vady — la mét vi Thuong
toa lanh dao gido hoi Phat gido co tiéng tam. Trong khi cho doi
thay t6i (di ving chua vé&), ong bao t6i bay cd ra. Nghe danh
ong, t0i da thdy khdp roi, noi chi dung tri ma dau véi ong, du
chi l1a qua nhitng quan co. Nhung danh thi ctt phai danh. Tran
dia, néu khong bay thi thoi, bay thi phai danh va danh thi phai
danh dé thang, khong thé nuong tay. Vai nude do dam, toi lay
duoc tu tin roi tan cong toi tap Quan to1 o at sang song, bt
con tét, chup con xe, pha dai phao, khéng chira mét mang.
Thanh khong cung trong, quan toi ba mat vay kin, bat bi tudng
gia trong tuéng phu. Ong cudi vang, khen rang: "Khé 1am, kha
1am!" rdi bay van khac. Toi tu hoi: "Sao lai ¢6 thé d& dang nhu
vay? Nghe noéi 6ng 1a mot trong cac vua cd ma... hay la 6ng tha
minh van dau?" Nghi vay, t6i dé dat va bat dau luu ¥ cach danh
ciia 6ng. Nudc cd cua ong that 1a ky quai. Mdi con cd mang ca
strc manh cua sy im lang chiu dung, con trude con sau hoa hop
nhip nhang trong mot khoi dong nhat nhung lai da dang, bién
hoa. Ong dung co trong thé thu, ~nhung thé thu do lai chinh 1a
thé cong, chat che, ky bi, lac an lac hién, khi tin khi théi,
khong nudc nao ma khong chtra dung tiém luc cua sy chinh
phuc, cam hoa. Thé di cua ong nhu nudc chay, nhu may troi,
trong khi 16i d4nh ciia toi nhu lira chyp, nhu nti d¢6. Chéan bat,
phu dau, t6i dudi theo ong nhu cop vo rong. Ong ung dung tir
tai dua di nhiing quan co khoang dat, bao dung; t6i hung ho,
hao thang day t6i nhitng tinh binh hung ton. Va cudi cung, t6i
lai thing; thing mot cach khong ngd; thing trong sy ngd
ngang, kinh di. T6i mudn nhin lai thé cd tan truéc mit nhung
ong dua tay xo6a di va noi: "Kha lam, con lai thing thay roi!"
Nhung, khong thdy c6 dau hiéu gi trén nét mit 6ng cho thay
6ng bi thua hai van. Mat 6ng sang 1én va 6ng budng mot trang
cudi sang khoai y nhu khi nguoi ta vira 1am duoc mot diéu gi
dic y trén doi. Toi lui vé phong riéng ma thit than, giao dong.
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Khong, t6i khong thing gi ca. Toi nhu mot ddu thu quyén anh
d4m vao hu khong nhimng ct ddm théi son cuc manh; va nhimng
ci d4m khoéng c6 dbi twong dén nhan dé chi 1am cho ké dim
thém mét nhoc, khé thd ma thoi. Khong thé don bat duoc hu
khong; khong thé thing duoc sy tich ling bang nhiing 4m
thanh thinh nd; khong thé chinh phuc dugc cai khong bao la
bang cai c6 nho mon. Va, khong thé thing dwoc mot cai tim
rong, sang.

T6i hau nhu bo cd tuwéng tir luc d6. Nhung bén nim sau, &
trong t0, thoi gid rong rii, toi bat dau danh co lai cho khudy
khda. Trong phong giam hon sdu muoi nguoi, té1 khong gap
tay cd nao ngang suc. To6i chiu kho danh co voi cd nhiing
ngudi méi tap choi va doi khi t6i thua ho ma long t6i van hiing
ho nhu khéng. Mot nam sau, t6i méi gip duoc ddi thu cua toi.
Va day chinh 1a 1an d4u cd thtr hai ma t6i nhé mai trong doi.

Ong ta & vao tudi bén tam hay bén chin (co nguoi doan 14 trén
nim muoi), nhung tréng mit thi con tré 1am. Ong bi giam &
phong 6, bi cac ban cliing phong trim mén dénh cho mot tran vi
toi lam ang-ten, turc 1a toi lam cong viéc bao cdo moi sinh hoat
cua phong giam cho can b trai. L4 bai ang-ten bi 16 ¢ phong 6,
ong duoc can bo chuyén qua phong 7 chung toi. Sy lién lac qua
lai gitta phong 6 va phong 7 rat dé dang, vi vdy, phong ching
t6i nhan ra nhanh chéng tin hiéu cia mot ciy ang-ten méi. Ong
dugc don chao va tiép xir mot cach khong mdy than thién ciing
vi 1€ d6. Tuy nhién, 6ng ciing td ra la ké khoe khoang, khoac
lac ngay tir nhitng ngay dau mdi nhap phong nén duoc dit cho
biét danh la dng B (cai miéng no6i bo bo) chir tén that cua ong
1a Du. Ngoai biét danh B6, hai yéu té khac 1am ndi bat ca tinh
ctia 6ng la: thir nhét, si quan Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
chue vu thiéu t4, binh chung khong rd rang (lac thi Thuy quan
luc chién, Itc thi Phéo binh, lic thi Bo binh, chang biét dau ma
mo); thir hai, vé dich co tudng cua trai giam BS5, Bién Hoa.
Ong co6 1a vo dich co tudng clcea trai giam hay khong thi
phong 7 nay ciing chua xéac dinh duoc vi 6ng méi vao day lan
dau; con 6ng c6 1a s quan thir thiét hay khong thi chi co can bd
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trai giam mai rd ma thoi. Toi thi nhan thdy may anh si quan
Cong Hoa thue sy thi it khi ndo di rao v6i ban ddng phong ring
minh 13 s quan ca, trir khi gip ké tdm dau ¥y hop. Cho nén
chuyén 6ng 1a sT quan nay no, xuét than tir dau, chang lam toi
quan tim ldm. Nhung chinh c4i dai danh "v6 dich co tuéng cua
trai B5" d4 cho t6i chut himg tht dé luu ¥ t61 6ng ta. Mot cai gi
do6 ngu yén trong toi bi danh thuc day.

Trong vong miy ngay dau tién vao phong, éng Du di do hoi
ngay nhiing ai 1a ngudi cao cd nhit phong. Ngudi ta néi chi ¢é
vai cao thu thoi, trong d6 c6 t6i. Ong da tim dugc du co hoi dé
ra chiéu din mit nhiing cao tha d6 va ciing di ching to cai
chie vo dich o tudéng cua 6ng khong phai 1a ngoa cho lam.
Nhung 6ng va toi van chua c6 dip ddu co voi nhau. Trong khi
to1 dang danh c& v6i nguoi khac, thinh thoang 6ng dén gan, im
lang quan sat. Toi chi ngang cd v6i nhitng ké thap nhat ma 6ng
chap ca xe phdo ngua — co6 1& d6 1a nhan xét cia 6ng khién
ong chua c¢6 ¥ ra t6i ddu co. Nhiing tay cao co it khi chiu ha
minh hay tén thi gio dé danh voi ké méi tap choi vi lam nhu
vay s& hu nudc co. Tuy vay, nhitng ngudi trong phong van ctr
thira nhén t4i 12 mot cao thi. Diéu nay khién cho nha vé dich
hiéu ky, hao huc muén do tran voi toi. Toi bt duoc cai non na,
bon chdn ciia ong trong nhiéu ngay. Ong nghi 14 t6i s& nhu
nhiing tay choi ¢ khac: uwéc mong dugc tiép co véi mot vo
dich (dé hoc hoi thém hodc néu may man, biét dau lai doat giai
v6 dich), nén ong chiu kho chd t6i. Nhung phan toi, toi biét s&
¢6 lac ong ty ma 10i thach déu véi toi. Va toi ctr cho doi ong.
Co hdi d6 dén vao dip Tét. Ong Dy dimg ngoai ga — mach
nuéc — cho mot ddi thi cua toi (day la cach dé do nudc co cla
t6i ma chang thiét thoi gi cho 6ng néu 16 thua). To1 danh thing
va ngay luc do, toi mudn 6ng cin cu, t6i dua voi dbi thii cia
minh, lam nhu khong biét c6 6ng dtng bén canh:

"Thdy chua, nu6c d6 thing 1 thing, du c6 DE Thién Dé Thich
xuong cling g& khong noi no6i chi nguoi pham!"
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Nghe vay 6ng chen vao, ddy ddi thu cua t6i sang bén, néi voi
giong ra vé tu nhién:
"May d& qué, dé tao danh thir v6i 6ng thiy niy coi."
ROi ong tu dong sdp cd, mat ching nhin toi:
"Thir vai van diu nim nhé 6ng thay?"
T6i chi cudi va sip co. Ong tu ¥ bé mot phao mot ngua cua
ong ra ngoai, chap t6i. Mot sy khinh dich thai qua. T6i nén bat
binh. T6i bi€t néu to61 danh cd véi mat céi tam day tu ai va tuc
gian, t6i s€ khong thang duogc ai, t61 noi:
"T6i nghi 1a chu chap toi thém con xe nita mdi ngang ¢ do."
"Con xe nira? Gidn hoai, ong thay cling thudc loai kha, t6i dau
dam bo xe. Hay 1a dé thir vai van ri hay tinh, nhé!"
Trong phong, ngudi ta thdy 6ng ddu cd véi toi lién tu lai, xam
Xi:
"Cao thu gip nhau roi."
Nhiéu ngudi con quang cao to hon:
"Bén coi, dén coi! Ky phung dich thu. Tranh giai vo dich co
tuong trai BS."
Nho tréng phéo ngya ma xe 6ng tién nhanh, tdn cong chdp
nhoang. Biét 6ng s& truong noi cdp xe, toi tap trung hai phao
hai ngya cua minh dé ha hai con xe cua 6ng. Ong thua véan dau,
mat cd binh tinh. Van ke ti€p ong cling thua not, nong nay noi:
"Thoi danh dong di, khong chap nira!". ROi 6 6ng lugm con phao
con ngua ¢ ngoai vao. Hai van ke tiép danh dong ma ong van
ctr thua. Ca phong giam la hét ¢6 vo toi:
"Ong thay ha vo dich cd tuéng roi!"

Ong tlep tuc sap van ¢ khac nhung di dén gio phat com, phai
nghi. Ong mién cudng roi ban co dé di lanh com. Bung com
dén chd t6i, vira dn 6ng vira noi:
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"Bira nay t6i khong duoc khoe 1am. Hon nita tai t6i d& nguoi,
khinh dich nén thua. Chdc nira ta lai bay van khac nhé?"

"Dénh thi danh. Minh ranh rdi ma, danh cho d& budn."

Toi cudi dap ngay, khong suy nghi, khong tir chdi. Ong danh
coO rat hay, danh véi 6ng hao hung 1am. Ké tr nhiéu nam roi,
toi it khi nao thay cao hung vdi cd tudng nhu khi duge danh
véi ong.

Thay toi dong y roi, 6ng quay di chd khac. Cho ong di 1di cac
ban tu quanh t61 madi noi:

"Ong thay danh thiang tay nghe, cho 6ng biét mat. V6 dich, hu,
ky nay cho chura cai tat n6i trang ndi doc."

"Phai cho han biét thé nao 1a phong 7!"

"Ong thdy ma ha dugc han dai dai thi phong 7 minh doat chirc
vo dich B5 d@6."

"Ha 101, hoi ndy ha xinh vinh roi!"

T6i im ldng quan sat chinh ndi long minh. Cai hao thing cta
t6i chua chét. Céi t6i nho mon nay dang c6 vé dic y véi nhiing
théng loi tam thuong. Danh du cua t6i, danh du ctia phong 7,
doé 1a céai gi nhi? Nhung, trong van co, khong ai mong doi sy
bai tran. Dau 1a dé phan dinh sy cao thap, thing bai. Nguoi ta
chi ¢o thé vui long thua trong mot trdn ddu ma chinh minh cho
phép va truong hop nay chi co thé xay ra khi ho thwong hay
nhuong nhin doi thu, hodc coi d6i thit nhu mot ké tim thuong
khong dang dé so tai. Nhung d6i véi mot dbi tha cao co, ti dai,
su cho phép d6 c¢6 vé nhu bat kha. Toi phai thing, d6 1a ¥ mudn
tu nhién. Théng dugc mot ké vo dich khodac 1ac lac nao cling tu
xung minh bach chién bach thing 13 diéu nén lam. T6i hau nhu
quén mat minh 1a mot tu si.

Ban co lai dugc bay ra. Sau muoi may nguoi trong phong giam
déu tng ho t6i, xam xit quanh ban co hodc tum nim tum ba
ban tan, chd doi két qua. Moi sinh hoat khac trong phong giam
déu tro nén thir yéu. Tat ca déu nhu tip trung vao cudc do st
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ly ky trén ban co. Ong Duy tr¢ thanh mot chién si ¢6 don, nhung
t61 co thé doc thdy su quyét tim ciia 6ng hién rd trén nét mit.

Phai c6ng nhén 1a nudc co cua ong thét ldo luyén. Khong nude
nao thira, khong nude nao 1am 1. Quan 6ng tlen nhanh nhu vii
bao gianh thé chu dong. Quan co ong vung vay ngang doc nhu
nhimg hd tudng tan bao, chéem glet ching nuong tay. Ong vay
chit cung cam cua t6i v6i su phdi hop tinh diéu cua céc canh
quan lanh lung, v6 cam. Va tdi nhin 0, that ro, vé sit mau dix
ton trén nhirg quan co mau do cua 6ng. Ong 1a mot tay tinh
tuong vé co thé. Vira danh ong vua hd to tén nhing thé co y
nhu nguoi ta ho khau 1énh dé diéu binh ngoai tran dia. Piéu
nay s& bat lgi cho ong néu t6i ciing sanh vé cd thé va binh
phap. Nhung ong biét 15 t6i chang am tudng gi vé né ca nén
ong dung nd dé ap dao tinh than t6i, vira dé chung t6 6ng danh
c6 bai ban, c6 k¥ thudt chir khong danh mot cach tai tu, lo mo
nhu t6i. Toi chang biét 1a t6i da bay nhitng thé tran gi. Co 18
trong sach c& thé khong co tén goi cho cac nudc cd cia toi.
Tuy theo thé cong cua ong ma toi thu, tiy theo chd hd cua dng
ma toi phan cong. Toi danh trong thé bi dong, ung bién. Co
ong cao thi toi cao theo, co ong thap thi toi thap theo. Vi thé, ca
ong 1an i déu khong ngo 1a doi I t6i lai co nhiing nudc co
ky quéc, la lung nhung uyén chuyén va khong kém phan bi
hiém. T6i syc nhan ra rang trudc day vi Thuong toa kia da tung
dem cach danh vo chiéu thirc nay dé déanh véi toi. Sy kham pha
do lam toi thich tht, himg khoi. Nhung chinh cai hung khoi
nay da lan 4p ¥ niém hon thua trong t6i. Toi roi vao trang thai
mic tinh, tha hd (nhdm vdn — maot thuat ngir cia Thién hoc),
b6 mic tat ca véi mot cdi 1ong thénh thang, sang khoai. Toi
thdy truéc mat minh, chinh cai ban cd véi nhitng 6 vuéng ngan
chia hai ¢3i hai nu6c, mot canh dong bat ngat mo ra dudi vom
troi cao xanh phang phat nhiing soi miy tring mong. Qua
nhitng canh 14 xanh um cua hai hang cay chen bong nghiéng
ngi bén bo song tinh ling, gio tir dau kéo dén, dua 1én mui
huong ngai ngéai ém nhe cua ngan hoa ngi co.
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Téi thua van cd d6. Ca phong la 6, c6 ¥ trach t6i chénh mang.
Ho néi, 1y ra t6i phai thang; tir thé thing t6i di roi vao chd bai
mot cach vo ly.

Vién tht hai ciing vay, sap thing toi lai thua. Ong Du ¢ vé dic
¥ 1dm nhung van chua thoa da. Ong hdm hé sip van khac ra toi
danh tiép. Toi tir chbi. Anh truong phong 7 kéo t6i lai mot goc
phong, n6i hanh noéi he:

"Ong thay tha hin ta ha? Sao sip thing roi lai thua? Ong
thuong hai han ta phai khong? Lam on lam phuéc ddnh dang
hoang gium t6i di. Ong phai nhé rang danh du phong 7 dat vao
tay ong do. Panh lai di."

Nhiéu nguoi khac ciing xam lai, thic day toi. Ai cling nhic den
danh du cua phong 7. T6i tr¢ lai ban co. Ong Dy van con ngdi
d6 nhu mudn tdn hudng niém vui chién thing. Thay t6i tro lai,
ong hiéu ¥ ngay va st sing sap ban co khac. To6i im lang ngdi
Xuéng, cam co. Lan ndy, t6i xua quan ao at, mii tién quan nhoc
hodc nhu dao gam, choc thung moi thanh tri, pha tan quan cAm
v, x0ng vao bt tuong. Mot van, hai van, ba van, roi bon vén,
t6i déu thang. Thing vé vang. Thang vi danh dy cua phong 7.
Ca phong reo ho tan thuong, ca khic khai hoan. Ong Dy méo
mit dau kho, rat vé goc phong. Toi cing im lang rat vé mot
goc. Ty nhién thay budn.

Ngudi ta thuong nhan danh tap thé nay dé ap déo, danh bai tap
thé khac. Nhung thuc ra, tap thé chi 1a mot danh tir r5ng tuéch;
n6 chi 1a sy g4 hop guong gao cua nhiéu cai ban ngi nhé nhen.
Nhing ban ngad nho nhen nay vi khong chiu giam minh trong
cai vo han hep, da ty dong héa minh vao cai tap thé 16n hon dé
thoa man nhu cau ving vay chiém hiru ctia chung. Danh dy cua
mot tap thé chi 1 danh du ctia ca nhan phong dai ra chtr khong
gi khac. Cho nén, khi chién thang hay thét bai, tap thé van ct la
tap thé, chi c6 ting ca nhan riéng 1é kia méi tho nhan duoc
hanh phiic hay dau kho ma thoi. N&i khat khao hay udc vong
ctia t6i nhan danh mot tip thé van ctr 1a khao khat hay wdc
vong cua toi: mot sy vuon day cua ban nga.
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T6i dén chd ong Du, dinh no6i d6i 10i gi 6 dé an ui 6ng. Nhung
khi dén 101, t61 chang biét phai mo 101 thé nao dé ong khdi hiéu
lam 1a té1 choc tirc, hoac su viéc toi dén chi la muon duoc xac
nhan thém rang t61 da thang tr chinh miéng 6ng ta. Qua nhién
ong ay nghi vay. Ong khong thém ng6 t6i. To6i hoi han la da
bude dén cho 6ng du la véi thién y. Ong van chua chiu thua.
Ong khong tin rang 16i danh co ring ra cua toi lai co6 thé thang
duogc ky thuat tinh vi truong 16p cua 6ng. Ong noi:
"Chua dau 6ng thay a. Ong tudng rang qua may van co dé ong
c6 thé dugc coi la thang t6i sao? Chi tai to6i chua quen cai 101
danh lung tung khong c6 chu dich, khong hop binh phép cua
ong ma thoi. Panh cd nhiéu ndm han 6ng phai biét rang khi
nguoi ta da quen thugc nudce co cua nhau roi thi sy the s¢ dien
ra trong mot ket cugc khac hon chir, phai khong? Hon nira, sau
lung 6ng c6 may chyuc ngudi ung hd, ¢d vo, ap ddo tinh than
to1."
"Da dung, t0i dén ddy dé noi véi chi cai y 6. Rang..."
"Khong, khong phai vay. Ong dén day dé duoc nghe nhimng 10
ca nggi cua to1 day thoi."
"Cht Dy 4, chd hiéu 1am r6i."
"Ong ding néi nita. Téi néi dng nghe nay, c6 ngon thi ti nay
danh ba van nira. Banh d6 dang hoang."
"Péanh d6? Nghia la sao?"

"La danh c4 d6! Ai thua thi ndp cho nguoi thing mot goi thude
Samit va thua roi thi coi nhu thua suot doi, khong can phai dau
v61 nhau nita. Sao, dam khong?"

"Pau c6 can thiét phai 1am nhu vay, thua chi. Chu biét ma, tu
si chung t61 choi co da la qua trén 161, dau nghi dén chuyén
choi bac nira!"

"Thay chua, ong so rdi. Didu d6 cho thdy chuyén 6ng thing toi
c6 vé nhu 1a may man, ngdp phai rudi, cha cé hay ho gi!"
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"Dung, chd ngap phai rudi. Néu cha cho rang danh co khong
phai dé giai tri va ch1 c6 danh d6 méi phan duoc cao thip thi
to1 xin chiu thua vay."

T6i ndi voi giong binh tinh, pha mot chat khinh bac trong do,
10i quay vé. Nhung, ngdi vao chd ctiia minh r01 t61 moi nghe
mau néng chay trong ngudi. Mot cai gi d6 bi ton thuong. Toi
tu nhu: "Tam phao! Chuyén c6 dang gi dé phai tu ai, ban tam.
Pau c6 can phdi tranh dua véi nhiing tdm hon co bac tam
thuong!" T61i nam xudng dinh ngl, nhung anh trudéng phong lai
tro to1, to nhoé voi toi:

"Nay, 6ng lam sao ma dé 6ng B6 noi xéo tim lum vay?"

"Ké ong ay, dé y lam gi."

"Ong noi gi ma ché ngap phai rudi d6. Ong con nodi gi ma vao
chua nghe sai tung kinh, con ra tran thi chi nghe tuéng chi huy
thoi."

"K¢& ong, ndi gi cling dugc ma."

"Sao ma k¢, 6ng con néi 1a sau muoi nguoi hoi dong mot minh
ong thi thang la phai ro1."

"U, 1a phai rdi."

"Tam bdy! An thua nguoi cdm cd chr ngudi ngoai dau co
tinh."

"Tinh cling dugc, khong tinh cling duogc."

"Khong dugc, ong phai lam cho rd chuyén nay. Ong chua
phuc, phai lam cho 6ng phyc. Ong noi 6ng thach ca dd ma ong
thay so khong dam phai khong?"
"T6i ma di choi c& bac véi éng Ay a? Cho 1a 6ng 4y thang di,
toi thua. Vay la xong."
"Khéng, 6ng khong thé ngung chi,én. Phai danh cho t61 khi nao
do61i phuong tam phuc moi théi. P61 phuong chwa phuc thi cude
chién chua nga ngt."
Toi ngdi bat day:
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"Hay, n6i hay. Tam phuc, tam phuc. Vay ma t6i khong nghi ra
kia."
"Ong thay dong y roi ha? T6i noi véi 6ng nghe?"
"Khoan, dé coi lai da. Toi khong thich danh do."
"Khong sao, ong thay chi danh cd thoi, con toi danh do."
"Khong d¢ khong dugc sao?"
"Ong n6i khong d6 dng khong danh."
"Lam nhu 1a c6 do méi kich thich dugc tinh than chién dau
Vé'y-"
"Chir sao! Ty cb chi kim, khong cudc chién niao bay ra ma
khong nham vao chién lgi pham ca."
"Trir cude chién cua thay tu," toi tum tim dap.
"Niét ban giai thoat khong phai 1a chién loi pham ctia ong thay
sao?" anh trudng phong khong chiu thua.
"Anh n6i khéo 1am. Théi dugce, t6i nhan 101."
Anh truéng phong hi hing di trao chién thu va sap dat gio
quyét dau. Giao udc dugc trong tai dua ra la im lang dau co;
nguoi ngoai khong duoc mach nude hay ho reo 6 vo cho bat
clr bén nao; cam quan co nao thi di quan co do, khong dugc doi
quan co khac; nudce co da di 1ol khong duoc ddi nudce co khac;
thot gian t61 da d€ suy nghi cho moi nude co la muodi phut; ba
van cO s€ phan thang bai; thang hai van lién ti€p coi nhu da
thang, khong phai danh véan thu ba; thang bai da phan thi
khong vién 1y do gi dé thach dau van khac nira.
Bao cip mit chd myc ngé vao ban cd. Khong khi trong phong
giam im lang mot cach dang so. T61 khong ngd céi im 1dng nay
lai kich thich no1 hdo thang va quyét tam chinh phuc cia minh
hon 1a nhiing ho reo am 1.
T6i chon quan cd mau xanh nhu moi khi dé to ra t6i xem ong
Du 1a ké cao hon minh (vi quan cd xanh dugc quyén di trude
ngay van dau, thuong danh cho nhiing ké thap co hon nhu moi
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ngudi thuong nghi). Ong Dy ¢6 vé dep long trudc thai do /é
phép cua 161, nhung khong vi vy ma cai vé dang dang sat khi
cua ong giam di. Ong tién quan than tdc, chin dong don tay,
nudc nao cling bi hiém, doc dia. T6i lai bi roi vao thé bi dong,
chi biét ung bién theo thé cong cta ong. Nhung thé cd t6i nhur
16 xo0, 6ng cang ép manh thi né cang bung xa, phan ung tuy
nghi, bién thi thanh cong, bién nguy co thanh loi thé, dot kich
chép nhoang. Téi thing 6ng ngay van dau. Tran ong lAm tdm
md hdi hot. Ong kinh ngac mdt lic méi léy lai dugc binh tinh
dé sép van co khac. Ong nudt nude bot mot cach khé khan rdi
di nude co dau. Van nay, ong cang than trong hon, di nhiing
nudc that chic nhung e dé va thu dong. Ong thii kin cung thanh
cia minh khién cho thé co cua hai bén c6 vé nhu dang dinh
chién dé nghi hoa. Ngay lac 4y, t6i bong thdy rang khong bao
gio, khong bao gid 6ng co thé thing toi dugc.

T6i dua quan minh len 161 vao thé tran thu thanh cua ong, thi ca
phao ngwa dé mo duong. Puong tréng, quan toi O at tan vao,

khép chat hai mat cong kich nhu hai cai cang bo cap; mat chinh
dién thi choc thing vao voi cai dudi mang day noc doc. Ong
Du kinh héi, mit bién sic. Nhung toi bdng bat cudi 18n vi thay
1d chd s0 ho cua minh. Néu khong c6 cai cuoi do co 1€ 6ng Dy
d3 ngd rang ong thua 10i. Nghe t6i cuoi, 6ng tran tinh, nhin k¥
lai c& mot lac rdi mét ong sang lén, vo dui mot cai, . phan cong.

Thang. Ong thang van d6. Ong thé phao mot cai rdi cudi rang
r0. To1 chup vai 6ng, tan thuong:

"Chua c6 nudc nao hay tuyét nhu vay!"

Ong bang hoang, sung sot trude su thich ¥ cua t6i. D61 nguoi
ong c6 vé chét dimg trong vai khic rdi lay dong mot chit trong
nghi ngai.

Mot hué. Phai ¢6 van chung két. Van nay s& 1a van quyét dinh.
Co vai tiéng xi xﬁm cho ré‘mg t61 vO thua dé c6 mot van chung
két hoi hop, gay can. Toi biét khong phai vay. T61 khong vo
thua van d6. Toi chi khong quyet chi thang van d6 ma thoi.
Trong mot van c& ma ca hai bén déu khong nhich di dugc mot
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budc nao thi hin nhién chi ¢ ké da théng duoc van trudce hoac
tu tin vao strc minh méi dam lidu linh dé pha nuéc mo dudng
ma théi. Toi khong danh lidu van d6 thi van dé c6 thé kéo dai
hai ba tiéng dong hd voi mot khong khi rat chan.

Van chét nay ong Du lai thay d6i thé danh. Ong da 1y lai chat
tu tin. Hon nita, thé dién cua ong cling nhu sy ca do — ma toi
nghe n6i 1a rat cao — khong cho phép 6ng dau hang. Ong tranh
thé chu dong, ta xung hiru dot, tung ca mot doi tinh binh hung
hau tran sang nudc t6i. Nudc cd cia 6ng mang ddy co tdm
quyét thang. Nhin nhitng quan co cia ong, toi thdy dugc ca
mot doi quan quyét tir, ho hét vang tro1 voi su hd trg cia chién
xa, phan lyc co va nhiing co phao khac Itra. Toi thdy quan to1,
dan to1 guc Xuong, nga Xuong terng mang mot To61 thay nuoc
t6i bi oan xudng theo stic ép ciia ac tAm, roi bi cay Ién bai
nhitng tan pha kinh hdn cia bom, cta dan, cta lira han thu.
Nhin lai thé cd ctia minh, t6i thdy chi 13 nudc. Nude. Nude cua
mot con song ém dém, liing 1o troi di, chay udn khic qua cac
lily tre xanh, chay tir ddu lang dén cudi lang, chay mot cach
nhu thuan, uyén chuyén va hién hoa, chay mii ma bét bién, bat
bién nhung khong dimng chét, khong ding chét ma lai da hinh,
da hinh nhung van 1a mot. Chi mot thé do thoi: chay, chay. Co
t6i 1an bén nay, tranh bén kia, khi tién t6i, luc thoi lui, déu 1a de
ty vé va ty ton. Khong tin cong nhung khong t6 won hen;
khong tranh thé nhung khong bo thé dimg. Thé cia né 1a chay,
chay bat tan.

Vay ma co t6i lai don co 6ng vao mot thé bi khong sao g& noi.
Chi hai nuéc co nita thoi 1a ong phai xép gido qui hang. Va dé
thiang van ndy, t6i chi c6 mdi mot cach danh dé chién thing
chtr khong c6 cach nao khac hon. Toi chi can di sai nudc thi
nhit thi hong nudc thir hai; hong, khong nhitng khong thing
dugc ma con tham bai nita vi cd ong ciing dang trong thé tranh
thang t6i hau véi t6i. Nude co qua 1a doc ddo va hiém hoc dén
ndi chi ¢o ong va to1, hai ké trong cudc, méi nhin théy dugc ma
thoi. Toi khong voi di co. Toi ciing khong can nhin vao ban co
nira. Nude thing da qua ro rang. Toi nhin ngdm 6ng. Trong anh
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mét ong, toi doc dugc su xuoi tay, that vong. Hai ma 6ng x¢&
xubng, d6i moéi map may run riy dé 16 hai ham ring danh lap
cap vao nhau. Nudc da ong tai di mot cach bénh hoan. Con hd
hung ton nay chi con 1a mot con tho gia hap héi. Danh du cta
ong, mot thoi oanh liét vay viing cua dng bay gio tiy thude vao
nude cd quyét dinh cua toi. Toi néi khé, vira di cho 6ng nghe
duoc:

"Théng bai da rd roi."

Loi toi budng ra 1am 6ng xui ngudi xudng nhu thé niy gio 6ng
van con hy vong 1a toi s& khong danh ding dugc nudc co
thang. T6i cam ca nudc udng mot hép thoai méi, xong toi tang
hang mot tiéng, noi tiép:

"Cha, khé xtr qua ha!"

Nghe vay, mat ong sang 1én thay rd. Ong van con hy vong. Cai
hy vong nay vira 14 1én thi da phat trién theo cap sO0 nhan mot
cach hdi ha dé bién thanh ndi khat khao chién thang vira bi dén
ngd trong 6ng. Su hiam hd, ngoan c¢d cia 6ng bong 1am ndy
sinh trong t61 mgt chut nuc cudi va mot chut ac y. Tai lai quén
t6i 14 mot tu si. Trong toi ciing c6 cai khat vong chién thing
nhu ong vay. Trong mot tran thu hung quyét dau, chi c6 song
hodc chét, théng hodc bai. Cai ban nga cua t61 khong muén bai
tran. Va vi no biét trude no s& thing, nd budc dén chung cude
bang nhirng budc limg thiing kiéu bac. N6 ¢d y kéo dai thoi
gian két thic dé ling nghe ndi bap bung thong khoai ciia khat
vong chinh phuc dong thoi 1a dé tra tin, hanh ha ké chién bai
hau thoa mén cai 4c tim hiéu chién cua no. Toi ldy ngon tay gd
vao con xe xanh cta minh — con xe quyét dinh van c& — néi
bon mot cau:

"May dé nghe, dimg c6 di by a. An hay thua ciing 1a may thoi
do."

Ong Dy xanh mat va dan nguoi ra, roi 1Am bam néi theo toi
mot cach vo vong:

"U, an thua ciing 1a may thoi."
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Ca phong giam chét ling, im phéc. T6i nghe hoi thd dat doan
va don dap cuia 6ng. Toi tir tir nhic con xe 18n, t6 cho 6ng thay
1a t6i khong chon con cd ndo khac nita. Cai hy vong cudi cling
con sot lai trong 6ng 1a t6i di sai con xe d6. Chi mot nic xé
xich thoi 1a sai bét ca. Toi bat cudi 1én ha ha, sang khoai nhu
khi mot minh budce 1én dinh nti chét vot, kham pha céi dep vo
cung cua dat troi tho mong. Trong khi do, 6ng Dy khong kim
ham dugc sy run ban ctia minh. Ong ngudc mat nhin t61. Doi
mat la 1am: c6 mot chat thi han va mot chat khan cau. Toi tic
khic nhan biét t6i khong thé thing dugc ong bang su sat phat
song phang trong tran thé giita hai cai ban nga hiéu chién va
day khat vong. Toi tir tir dat con xe xudéng mot cach nghiém
trang, can trong, nhu budc chan dau tién cham nhe trén nén da
phong réu cua mét ngdi dén c6. Nhung, d6 1a nudc co sai. Ong
Dy chép nhanh do6i mat mot cai, stimg ngudi, ngudce nhin lai t61
nhu mudn hoi: "That vy sao?" Roi 6ng rom rom nudce mat
trong mot vé kinh ngac kho ta. Ong khéng tin noi rang t6i co
thé chi dinh mot nude co tat bai phi 1y nhu vay. Ong khiép hai
va bdi réi trong vai gidy rdi bat chot, ndi sung suéng tot do cia
ong bung ra, ong hét lén:

"Théng roi, toi th'fmg roi!"

Téi lang 18 tro vé goc phong giam. Qua song sit, to1 thay hoang
hén kéo xudng that nhanh. Ngay Tét dd qua. Tudi doi chong
thém mot 16p. Cudc sdng dién ra trén mot ban co. Co ke thang,
¢6 ké bai, co ngudi hon, c6 nguoi thua; nhung, bat bién hay
khong mai 1a diéu thiét yéu.

Khong. Khong phai 1a mdt van co, khong phai 1a mdt ban co
phan ly nhiing con nguoi va nhig dong doi mau thuin doi
nghich, ma 1 cudc song. Cudc sdng 1a su troi chay cia mot
dong séng ém dém. Doi khi ¢ gon song vao nhing chleu thu
quanh qué, nhung d6 cling van 1a nhitng cai gi tit yéu v& nén
burc tranh muon thud cua cudc doi.

Ong Du r6n rén budce dén cho té1 nhu mot tin do td1 161 muon
xung to1. Ong noi:
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"Thay di thing t6i."
To61i cuoi, nodi:

"C6 ai thing dau."

Trich tho:
Phong tran
Chuyén nguwoi di dai nhuw dém mdt ngii
Khong vang dong ciing da vang thu
Xin dung hoi phong tran thira hay du
Toc dong dwa hurng tung giot sa mu.
(1978)
Thé nhap
Trang roi vao tach tra
Tra loang trong long sw
Sw lan trén nén chua
Danh mot giac phu hu.
(1984)
Thoi danh
Thoi danh quén woc hen
Gidc mong ké vang phai
Ta vé khua tieng mo

Xoa tan mot dém dai.

Thoi ¢ 4n
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Mét tip léu tranh nho

Khép lai mot doi rong
Nika vanh khung cira s6
Lua vao mot troi khong.

(Long Thanh - 1982)
Tra khuya

Phdt dién khong cai cia
Tha hé dnh trdng len
Sw vao xin ti lva

Nhum mot binh tra sen.

(1984)
Hoéa than

Tw khi hoa nui bén song

Ping tro thién cé6 mo mong troi mdy
Héa than em xudng noi ndy

Hat mira nho nhé ciing ddy chiém bao
Roi em xudi nueée theo trao

Bién biét xa mdi phwong ndo ai hay

Mot hom chim nho vé day
Tieng nhu mwa vo

Long say diéu buon

T may em hoa mwa phun
Tw mwa em hoa giong buén chim di

Tiéng chim ngdn mét dém dai
Vut theo bong nho vé noi muon trung...
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To1, van dung lai bén song
Lang nghe am hwong con rung cuoi troi.

Vién hanh

Thdt cham, that cham

Con éc bo ngang sdn ga

Nghe dwoc vé nhon nhip cua nguoi khac

Cam cdi buon cua s biét ly

Péi khi quén mat than minh yéu dudi cé thé bi nghién nat
bat cir hic ndo

DueGi nhitng ban chan vé tinh hodc c6 y

Noi sén ga nay phdi biét khén ngoan

Lanh vao nhitng noi khong co chan nguoi budc dén

Di ¢ gitta hai dwong sdt song song

Khong ai phlen dén minh

Hoac trong hoc ket, hang nho, co thé thu minh dé cé dwoc
gidc binh yén...

Nhung tleng coi tau moi khuya

Vin mo hé thiic giue moét cude vién hanh
Di vé ddu, con dwong tham tham

M0t than hitu han truon dén vo chung?

Di qua sdan ga nay

C6 khi tuéng chirng khéng chi dinh dang dén minh

Ma ky thwe thi moi thir déu bdt dau tir ddy

Lén dwong hay nam im

Ciing déu la su khoi hanh

Dé ddn buéce trén con dwong vé han xa xiam

Hodc lui vdo ché tin cung cua niém cé liéu hiu quanbh...
Chang con dwong, chang noi chon ndo cé tiéu dich thit su
Chi c6 sy vo han ménh mong

Chi ¢6 cude vién hanh
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Va cé con éc, noi sin ga nay
Ling nghe tiéng coi tau méi khuya
Giuc gia khat vong lén dwong.

(10/2004)

Loi tua gidi thiéu cho tic pham Me, Qué Hirong va Nude Mat,
thang 2 ndm 1989. Pham Cong Thién nhéan xét:

"Téi chi doc dwoce bon truyén ngdn cia Vinh Héo va ciing dii
nhdn thdy duoc tai hoa lang lé cua mot nha van moi, voi vai
sdc thai nhe nhang, khoan thai va nhan hdu. Ky thudt chin
chan va khong co y van chuong thoi thuong on do. thng
truyén ngan cua Vinh Hdo rdt la Viét Nam véi tat ca sirc nang
khiém nhan la thuwong cia qué hwong...”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Vinh Hao Web: vinhhao.info
- Nhitng van co Web: dactrung.net
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17. Pham Thi Hoai

Pham Thi Hoai (1960-20 )

Pham Thi Hoai sinh nam 1960, 16n lén tai tinh Hai Duong
mién Bac Viét Nam.

Nam 1977, Pham Thi Hoai duoc du hoc ¢ Bong Berlin theo
hoc tai Pai hoc Humboldt, tot nghi€ép chuyén nganh vé van
khé.

Nam 1983, tré vé Viét Nam, Pham Thi Hoai séng & Ha Noi,
lam chuyén vién luu trir van, roi bat dau viét van mot cach
nghiém chinh, dugc nha van Nguyén Ngoc, Tong bién tap Tap
chi Van Nghé nang d, budc dau dé trg thanh nha van tén tudi
trong va ngoai nudc sau nay.

Nam 1988, quyén tiéu thuyét ddu tay ctia Pham Thi Hoai duoc
xudt ban tai Ha Noi, d6 1a quyén Thién sir 61 sau d6 quyén nay
bi chinh quyén Viét Nam cam luu hanh. V& sau, Thién sir duoc
dich sang tiéng Anh, Phap, Tdy Ban Nha, Y, Dirc va Phan Lan.
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Nam 1993, ban dich Thién si¢ bang tiéng» Dic da doat giai
“Tiéu thuyét nudc ngoai hay nhat” ctua t6 chic Frankfurter
LiBeraturpreis trao tdng hang ndm cho tiéu thuyét xuat ban tai
Duec.

Ngoai tac phém Thién s, dugc ca ngoi & nudc ngoai, Pham
Thi Hoai con xuit ban nhitng tiéu ludn, hai tuyén tap truyén
ngan. Do 1a Mé Lé (1989) va Man Nuwong (1995). Ngoai ra, ba
con mot tac pham khac 1a Marie Sén (1996).

Thién st cling dugc dich ra Anh ngtr, doat giai Dinny O'Hearn
cho thé loai van hoc dich vao nam 2000.

Pham Thi Hoai 1ap gia dinh véi ngudi nudc ngoai, nam 2000,
ba roi Viét Nam sang Berlin, song véi chong con va lam viéc
tai day.

Ba 1a mét dich gia ndi tiéng vé vin chuong Puc. Ba di dich
nhilng tdc pham cua Franz Kafka, Bertolt Brecht, Thomas
Bernhard va Friedrich Diirrenmatt sang tiéng Viét. Ba con 1a
nguoi bién soan quyén Tran Dan — Ghi: 1954-1960 (Paris,
Tran Dan Mémoire, 2001), mdt tuyén tap cc bai bao ciia Tran
Dan.

Nhitng tiéu luan va truyén ngan cia ba xuat hién trong nhiing
tap chi van chuong ¢ Hoa Ky, Uc Thyy Si va Durc, ngoai ra
con xuat hién trong mot sé tuyén tap vé truyén Viét Nam
duong dai nhu Night, Again va Vietnam: A Traveler's Literary
Companion. Tuyen tap truyén ngan Tir Man Nuwong dén A.K.
do Hop Luu xuit ban niam 1993 tai My, dugc ba Colette
Kowalski dich 11 truyén ngan trong d6 sang Phéap ngit, do nha
xuit ban Acts Sud 4n hanh nim 1997 véi tua dé Menu de
dimanche, dugc Ton That Quynh Du dich sang Anh vin
Sunday Menu, do Pandarus Books xuit ban tai Uc nam 2006 va
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duoc University of Hawaii Press xuét ban tai Hoa Ky vao nim
2007.

Nam 2001, nha van Pham Thi Hoai sang lap Blog Talawas c6
tam anh huodng 16n, vi co6 nhiéu tai lidu, cac bai viét cua nhiing
nha van tén tudi, co gia tri van chuong, hoc thuat, chanh tri,
duoc rat nhiéu nguoi truy cap. Nhung tir ngay 03 thang 11 nim
2010, trang Blog nay ngung hoat dong, nhung cac bai van dé
nguyén cho moi nguoi st dung.

Blog m¢i cua Pham Thi Hoai 1a zung.zetamu.net va méi hon la
procontra.asia

Tac pham:

- Thién St (tiéu thuyét 1988)

- Mé L (truyén ngan 1989)

- Man Nuwong (tap truyén, Hop Luu 1993)
- Marie Sén (tiéu thuyét 1996)

- Chuyén Lao Twong Phat Di Lac

- Nang Ndm May (truyén nhi dong 1999)

Trich van:
Am Thij

Buéi dﬁu t6i mac hai lugt quan, ba 16p 40. Chong t6i bao, thay
tam quét nao ‘phai ong thay v choc ngén tay thung tuong ma
minh che chan khiép dam nhu thé. Thay lai deo kinh xam,
khong ndi trude co khi 1an 16n dan ong véi dan ba. ‘Nhung t61
nghi, 40 x6ng dau chi dé che than minh va che mit ai, trong
quan tai nguoi ta cling mic that chu ddo. Lan dau dé tay nguoi
la cham vao, c6 gitt y c6 lanh. Dan 6ng khong phai ai cling tan
tién nhu chong t6i, ma nhimg nguoi mu toi biét déu c6 vé
khong theo thoi, nhu thé ho séng riéng ra mot cdi xa x6i nao
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do. Coi ay mat troi khong moc va 1an. Téi e khong cAn than d&
that thd voi nguoi tan tat. So thdy cai nit nguc voi du quan 4o
trong ngoai day dan, chic thay s& hiéu rang toi coi thay nhu
ngudi lanh. Doi bén s& tin cdy nhau hon, dau sao khong riéng
t61 1an ddu ma thay ciing chua timg tim quit dan ba. Chiéu tim
quét 1a chd dan ba khong vao. Chong t6i vat va 1lam méi moi
duogc thay, than rang thoi thé gi ma nho ai danh vo con dé hon
thué ngudi dam lung vo. Dén chd nao ngudi ta cling tudng anh
sinh chuyén, nén dudi khéo, bao chua m¢d hang, sg xui. Thay
quét nay nghe anh ngo6 101 xong, cho mgt hdi: "Ong mua cho ba
nha vai cai may chang hon u? Méy rung, may xodn, may giac,
may dap, may u chan, may chuom bung, may cu nach, may
chiéu tia hong ngoai, may giodi thoi nay ciing c6. May cai que
gdl lung voi cai cai cuc vua dam vua xoa bang nhwa Trung
Quédc, ong cr 6i hang ban rong mot tiéng 13 c¢6 ca ta, dung ca
doi khong mon. Ching t61 day chi c6 hai ban tay suong, dang
gi ma vé chuyén."

Chong t6i lay lam tha vi cai giong chao chat ay, khan khoan
nai, thay chua thém mét doan nira: "Ong ché d6 gia thi din ba
nha di khach san. Trong a ay toan nguoi that viée that, vui lam.
Vao mat xoa mat da, ra tam hoi 4 am thit, lai lich sy nhe nhang.
Chuing t61 day co mdi moén van cb bé lung, khi man rg, khong
hop voi dan ba."

Chong t6i nghe vay cang thich. Anh vbn c6 duyén voi nhiing
ké khac doi, nghe tiéng ai ngong la lan 161 dén moi vé thu tac
bang duoc. Mot dao nha to61 tap ndp khach ngh¢ si, sau chong
t6i két luan 1a ho chi ra vé lap di, chu muén duge doi tan
thuong thi sao danh khac doi. Va lai nhidu vi 1am nghé si
sudng thi xu xi, dat vao dau cting khong vira, nhung tac phém
ctr trinh ra 1a tron khuon, than thai gd ghé bién di dau hét ca,
anh that khong biét nén tiép tuc xur sy v6i cac vi Ay nhu thé
nao. Nam ngoai anh tiéc mai mot vi khéng nghé si, nghe noi
6ng vién chirc cii thoi Phap dy theo cai chu nghia ty dt 1a chu
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nghia cam on xin 15i, tuyén ngdn rang minh 1a nguoi cudi ciing
biét néi hai tir sép tuyét ching 4y, nén ludi con ngo ngudy thi
khong noi gi hon hai tir nay. Chong t6i toi qua mudn, ludi ong
ay da cimg, may la con tim dugc xac ¢ bai rac ngoai 0, danh
dem v¢€ nghia trang Van Dién chén nhu moi ngudi. Ca nim nay
anh than budn cho thién ha, budn cho minh. Dam tré c6 lidu ma
khong ngdéng. Pam gia thi xa doi chtr chang khac doi. Thay
quit ndy tudi con non ma noi giong tham thuy chimg chac, r6
ra k¢ khong xu thoi. Chong toi tré hét duyén, ra dugc thay di
ubng miy chén rugu tim noi mot chu rugu cling co tiéng khinh
bac, khong bao gio' thém tiép khach vang lai. Cubi cung thay
bao né 1im nén nhan 10i, nhu’ng xua nay chua ting tim quat
dan ba, phuc vu c6 gi sai sot xin 6ng Gido rong lugng.

Ban dau chong t6i cho vo nam trén sap, ¥ 1a dé thay dimg canh
cho tién tim tay. Nhng thay bao: "Ching t6i chi quen ngdi
chiéu. Nghe noi & vién y hoc dan toc c6 khoa xoa bop, thay
thuoc mac bo lu trang thi dung, bénh nhan nam. Chung to1 day
1a tim quat dan da, xin cur xué€ xoa cho ding kiéu." Chong to1
voi trai chiéu, dap rang thay néi hop y anh lam, day 1 chd than
mat, khong phai noi cong cong, la cai thi thoai mai chir dau
phai cai bat budc chinh chu gi, xin thay cr ty nhién cho. Thay
ngdi vao chiéu. Toi xudng nam. Chong t6i bao: "Phia diu &
bén trai, phia chan bén phai thay day a." Anh cung dd don nha
that ky. Nha toi thuong ngon ngang, ban ghé ké rat trac tro, qua
tang 1at vat cua khach van nghé mét thuo va d6 la mat do
chong t6i suu tim bay day, cdy canh va sach vo khong chira
chd nao. Ong thay nay khong khua giy, khong co cho dat,
khong c6 tré dua, nhu bit xung quanh tranh minh chi minh
khong tranh.

T6i ndgm nghiém. Sap, ngua, nghiéng, nim the nao cling thay
g0 bo, nhu ca doi chua nam bao gio. Nam sap thi mong thira,
dui cang khép méng cang ndi gd. Ma méd dui e hé. Nam
nghiéng cang 16. Nam ngira thi ténh hénh. Thay an tay vao la
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t6i gdng 1én. Ca ngudi t6i 1a mot khéi canh giac sung sia. Thay
bao: "Ba nha khong duogc thoai mai 1dm." Chéng t61 don hoi:
"Sao lai khong thoai mai? Thoai mai 1a thé nao?" Thay dap:
"H01 nho bi ngudi 16n noc ra danh, chung tdi ciing nam nhu thé
nay." Chdng toi cudi 16n. Anh binh luén hoi 14au vé cai 18 tham
thia cua tinh thuong trong roi vot, 10 bao: "Vi thé t6i mé mon
tam quét dan toc. N6 1a mén diAm moén véo, mén thuong cang
chan ha cang tay, vao dén ddu nhé dén déy, khong phai cai thi
mat-xa mat-x6i thoi bay gio. Toi chua ghét nhitng thir thoang
thoang canh vé, quy tdc rom, lang man rém, van minh rém!
Xin thay c&r tin manh cho."

Chdng mé gi toi thich nay, ghét gi t61 ché cung, tir ngay dau
lam vo di thé thi cir tiép tuc thé dén ngay chot. Téi cho lam vo
1a than phai trao, phan phai guri ca, dau gitt chd nao cho riéng y
minh. Chéng toi lai cho thé 1a thu dong, dem cai két qua cua
nghia vu lam diém xuat phat. Vay sta rﬁng, sO di trao than gui
phan vi chung mét long. Té1 khong thy di tir tinh long hay tur
nghia phan cubi cung co gi khac. Nhung sira cling thé ma
chdng duoc vira y. Thi sira 13 hon.

Thay dap: "Chung t6i cling thich tan manh. Khach duoc dam
cho ra tim ra mén d& tiéc tién. Nhung hom nay xin lam biéu
khong hai ban tay, hai ban chan, 1a thir rau ria khong dang ké
gl. Ong Gi4o thay vo hai thi lan sau ching toi xin ra don han."
Chong t6i déng ¥, nhung giao hen: "Thay giir k& budi dau thoi
nhé! Tir lan sau ta phai bo hét cac thu tuc khach sdo. TAm quat
ma rao trudc don sau thi con ra cai gi!"

M&i ban tay t6i khong day hai chuc phan vudng thay lam hét
muoi 1am phit. Toi dé y nhat dong tic vé cac ngén, ti mi timg
li. Sau tron nta tiéng ddng hod chong t6i dua: "Thay quen tay
nha toi hon toi r6i ddy". Thay dap: "Ong Gido noi dung. Ngudi
ta thuoc mat nhau la thuong, thudc giong nhau cling con la
thuong, thudc dén mui nhau d3 hiém hon, thudc tiéng chan
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nhau 13 hiém ldm. Nhung hiém nhat 13 thudc tay nhau. Xua
khong c6 1¢ bat tay cam tay, khong ai biét tay ai dd danh. Nay
dua tay xoanh xoach ciing chang hon gi. Ngay nhimg nguoi
sudt ngdy xoa tay xin x0, nhirng nguoi sudt doi chum tay cau
cling, tay nay cling con khong biét tay kia thé nao..." Chong toi
ngat 10i: "Thay néi thé chic phai biét tay thién ha lam!" Thay
dap: "Khong dam! Chung t6i chi biét lung thién ha théi. Dan
ong di tam quat quan trong mdi cai lung, ai hoi dau v& chuyén
nan tay. Moi tay khach bé cho kéu muoi cai, 6 thanh tich rang
ric 13 cac vi hai 1ong roi. Kéu muoi cai hét muoi gidy dong hd.
Lam vi tay chi kéu cung 1am duoc chin cai, 13 chin gidy, cling
bang mot céi bat tay khach séo thoi, ong Gido a."

Chong t6i bao, anh ciing thich nghe cai thanh tich rang ric iy,
xem n6 thé ndo. Thay bén dit ngira mot ban tay toi trong long
tay thay, khum lai. Ngon céi tay thay dao mot dudng nhur bam
phim nhac trén mdi mAu giira hai dot dau bon ngon tay t6i. Bon
tleng gon gang vang 1én. Ngén cai tay thay dich nhanh Ién lung
d6t cubi bén ngodn tay toi. Bon tiéng nira, tram hon tiéng trude.
Bay gio ngdn céi va ngoén tro tay thay gap gon ngon cai tay toi,
thém mot tiéng trim. Tiéng thtr mudi vang 1én & dau do sau
duéi 1& ngon cai. Tay bén kia ciing kéu di mudi ndt. Chong toi
khen. Thay bao: "Chfmg qua la cai meo vit, ai khéo 1a lam
dugc, 6ng Gido nén tap cho biét cai ay khong cao siéu gi."

Pén luot chan, chong t6i c6 vé xtc dong. Luc thay miét dai
trén mu, lach qua tung k& ngon, lan chiéc mat c4, roi dat tron
ban chén t6i cling khong dy hai muoi phan vudng 1én tay nay,
tay kia trim xudng, nhu & mot con chim that nho xinh yéu ot,
anh bong nhin vo. Toi nhoén cudi. Moi khi khong chic chong
nghi gi t6i déu nhoén cudi. Tay thiy vong 4m cb chéan toi. Tay
thay bam, g0, dap mién man long ban chan t6i. Tay thay cu
phon phét. Toi nhot, toi dong tir got dong 1én. Chong toi thdt
ra: "Thay bao tim quat 1a mén man ro phai khong?"
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"Vang." Thay rit manh, ¢6 chan t6i kéu khuc mét tiéng. "Hay
ong Gido goi nd la moén binh dan cho tién." Lai rat manh. Co
chan bén kia lai kéu khuc. Hai ban chan t6i khong lia khéi
cang. Chung chi nhe nhu hai chiéc 1a ra mém khoan khodi va
luoi b1eng, chang chi mudn mai mai nam do6, ¢ duoc u nira, cu
nita, chiéu chudng nita. Chung hu mat roi.

"Vang, chung t6i khong ¢t néi cho ra vé dau. Ching qua la
nhitng mén lich su hién dai tran lan qua, dé tim, dé dung qua,
thay d6i nhanh qua, khién ngudi sau xa nhu ong Gido phai bat
min, quay sang dé cao nhitng thir mdc mac ¢6 truyén. Chung
t6i phai néi trudc dé ong Giao khoi thit vong. Moén tam quat
nay néu khong c6 1 ri mo thi nguoi toi tim nhu ching toi sao
lam duogc. Co co sé gi dau. Cu 16 md hoc mot trong thién ha,
cai hay cai do nhu nhau ca. Chung toi cha biét cai gi dang vut,
cai gi c6 gia tri that, cr a ubm dung tudt cho dugc viée. Nguoi
ngoai thdy u u minh minh lai xép ludn vao hang huyén diéu.
That 13 v& chan cho rdn. Chdm ctru bAm huyét may ra c6 chat
van minh tinh té, cht xoa xoa dap dap thi bon dudi woi ciing
khong thua gi. Chang qua 1a cai nghé kiém sng. Chung t6i von
mé nghé khac, nhung trdi da bat nhu thé nay thi danh chiu
troi..."

Chong t6i khong biét nén dép thé nao. Khach ngdéng dén nha
t61 co khi an noi do khon do dai, nhung 6ng thay nay 1at 1éo, ca
budi noi toan giong ngam ngam giéu cot. Chang hiéu muébn
than hay mudn so? Chang hiéu trong hay khinh nguoi? That
tha hay vong vo thir thich? Riéng ngon nghé thi 16 rang, nén
chong toi nhét dinh doi thué xich 16 dwa thay vé, & hom sau lai
rudc bang duoc. Anh khong ndi ra han, nhung ti biét ong thay
khé hiéu nay s& con lam khach quy trong nha toi 1au dai.

Budi thir hai chong t6i hoi hop con hon vg. Thay chua dén, anh
da giyc t61 ra nam. T6i ndm sap, nhim mit, nghi linh tinh.
Thay tam quat khong bao gio biét mit toi. Thay tdm quat co
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d6i tay lac 4m lic mat ruoi. Thay tdm quét c6 giong mia doi.
Khong khéo hém trude mia ngdm chong t6i. Khinh t6i ciing
nén. Nhung sao ma vubt chan t6i thanh that thé. May c6 tho
stra mong chiéu chan khach 1am cing khong bang Ttr hém qua
t61 biét minh c6 hai ban chan, de xuc dong, dé voi, de hu, dé
nghi. U, hai ban chan 1am lung vt va nhat co thé, mdi ngay toi
chai toc mAy ban ma ching budn chai chan. Mdi dém chong toi
tim nguc vo bao 1dn ma chan dé sudng. Pém qua anh bdng hon
chan t6i w6t lim, dién khung hon hén méi, khién vo chong lai
la nhau nhu méi cudi. Téi cdm dong phat khoc. Trén doi chéc
khong nhiéu ngudi vo duge chong mut chan. Hom nay anh bao
t6i mic mot bd dd lua. Thé 1a du kin déo, dan ong di tam quét
chi danh cai quan dui. Anh dau thué thay vé tdn nha xoa bop
mAy 16p mo nang em khu khu khodc vao ngudi. La da thit em,
anh yéu, anh chiéu. La em, anh thuong, anh khong dat em vao
nhfmg cai suong ¢ doi thi ty em cha bao gio dam sudng. Va
lai, gitt gin qua hod ra gan cho ngudi ta ¢6 y trom. V¢ anh dau
nhu may co thiéu nir, di thi dinh hai dau gdi vao nhau, ngdi thi
dui quan nhu thit nat. Khép quéa khac nao thach ngudi ta xong
vao.

Bo d6 lya khién t6i mém mai, hay luc tay thay dat xuong to1
bdng thay than thugc? Tbi ciing quen tay thay roi sao? Dau tién
la nhirng vong xoa nh¢ nhe, dich dan tr hai ba vai, theo lung,
truon sang hai bén luon, xuéng hai bo méng. Toi lai nhoén
cudi v6i chong. Thay bao: "Lung tam duoc, vai voi mong mat
nhiéu cong day a." Chong toi khong hiéu. Thay giai thich: "Hai
budi 1a ching t6i 1am cai lung nay nhuyén, khéng c6 van dé gi.
Vai v6i ca ving c6 suong lam, phai ca tudn moi 6n. Nhung
hong ¢ vé hoi léch. Chung t6i chua ddam chic. Néu léch that
thi chiing ti xin chiu. Ong Giao phai tim thay thudc, chir thay
quat khong an thua." Chdng t6i khan khoan xin thay xem k¥ lai
hong vo. Thay mot muc bao kha ning minh han ché. Trong khi
hai bén noi qua noi lai, chong t6i dit tay 1én méng t6i bén nay
ma nin, thay nan bén kia, cai giit k& ciia hom trudc qua la da
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b6 di nhu giao hen. Cubi cung chdng t6i danh chap nhan ¥
thay, anh con khen thay that khiém ton, khong nhu méy 6ng
lang troc, c6 mdi 14 cao den den ban ban ma ho réng chira bach
bénh. Anh ciing tu khen minh nhin nguoi khong 1am.

Ca budi thay vira 1am vira thong tha gi6i thiéu cho chdng toi
timg ngon nghé. Cai nay 1a dim, nong théi, 16ng thoi, nhu vira
tha xudng da nhic 1én, luc tir cb tay roi ra, khong tir canh tay
don lai. Pam phai vui tai méi 1a ddm hay. D3 bao tim quat 1a
moén dan di on do. Dan minh thich dong, thich on. Phat nhau
day ra chd tinh mich vang vé khiép hon ra phap trudong. Phap
truong con ¢ sung nd, ngudi la hét. Cai nay la v0, tay khum
nhu mui rua, nhu dum khong khi ma dap xuong Ciing phai
nghe bom bop moi suong. Cai nay la chat, xat, mlet veo, day,
phat, bop, an, lan, vé, co, kep..., nghe rét tra tan, da bao tam
quat khong phai ngh¢ thuat Vuot ve. Céi nay 1a bat chudt. Doc
song lung, chd nay, chd nay, mdi bén c¢6 mot con chudt lan ky
1am, Itia cho né ndi 1én ma chay mai 1a gioi. Cai nay 1a klen bo.
Thoang thoang dau ngén tay, nhung khach phai son gai ¢ méi
la dat. Nhung ldm vi khich lung to nhu cai phan, kién bo
khong an thua, phai vuc ngp mong ma cao nhu de dao may ra
ho moi ¢6 cam giac. Hang nguoi ay cang bi giam dap nhur tir
cang biét on. Bay gio dén co 16i, ngon tay lam chéan co chd 16i
ram rap. Goi 1a co mo ciing duoc, md nhat mot, sao cho thong
tha, nhan nha. Rao rao nhu d4nh mdy thué 1 khach tuong dang
vao cao diém. Thé 1a hong. Cao diém phai 1a doan dau dén
nhét, dau xong lim di vai gidy la dén cuc suong, suong da man.
Bay gio dén doan ran Vat ngang. D3 bao tim quét 1a mén ri mo.
Toan con tring, ran rét, chudt bo, tuy mdc mac that tha hon
long ly quy phuong, nhung méi nghe chic cling chéi tai. Rin
vét ching qua 1a cudn da. Nguoi ta c6 nam chd dé cudn, hai
khuyu tay, hai dau gbi, v6i lung. Cudn dep thi da chd nay dudi
da chd kia nhu song. Day, bay gio moi dén cao diém, goi don
gian 1a nho. Nhé tir chd nay xubng, két thiic & mit xuwong cing.
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Thay chuyén tu thé nhanh dén muc t6i khoéng kip hoang hét.
Bay gio thay lom khom trén toi, tay lan theo sbéng lung tir
ngang o xudng, rut manh. Séng lung 61 lan luot kéu danh
khuc, m01 tiéng kéu lai dich mét dbt xuong duoi. T6i run tham
Mot tleng nira, mot tleng nira, mot tleng nira, la dén cai ndt rudi
dy. An & v6i nhau miy thang troi chong t6i mai biét dén no, cai
n6t rudi that khuét, chd xuong cting, cai nét rudi cua riéng hai
vo chdng, thiéng liéng, bat kha xam pham. M&i 1an au yém cai
chut xiu thiéng liéng dy chdng toi lai bao, ngudi xua nguyén
wdc voi nhau vin vao nii, séng, c6 khi 1ay ca troi dat ra ma lam
chtng, déu 13 nhimg tht cia chung thién ha. Cua chung dung
mii cling mon, minh bay gid thé bdi chi trong vao cai ndt rudi
bi mat nay théi. Xua 1a nui Thai Son hung vi, nay la mot hat
dau nho nhoi an gitra hai bo mong vo.

Nhung bay gio chdng t6i nhu bi théi mién, bay gio thay co
cudi 1én vo chic anh ciing bang 1ong, cai nay chic goi 1a cudi
trau nho ma. Thay cudi 1én toi that. Thinh thoang t6i van thay
tho tim quat ngdi ngay trén mong khach & via hé ma hanh
nghé nhu vay. Thi ra theo bai ban chir khong tu tién. Chong toi
hay giu théi dai cdc rém cla thién ha, nhung anh dau phai
ngudi bd ba, chic anh khong dé t6i phai qua du bai ban, gac
dui 1én vai thay nhu khach & via he.

Nhung hai ngudi dan 6ng chi cham chi vao cong viéce, nguoi
nay van giang giai chu dao, nguoi kia van nghe nhu nudt timg
10i. Ca nam roi chong toi khong c6 ai dé chiu nghe nhu vay.
T6i lim di khi cai hat dau lam tin ay lot giita bon ngon tay thay
va tiéng khuc cudi cing vang 1én. Luc giita dém choang tinh
thay chong trén lung, diu dang, dam dudi, dién khiung, cht kién
khong 19, chang co, ga ran. Nhu thé 1a toi lo khong dau cho
mot chat nét rudi.

Hom t61 bo 40 ngoai, chi gilt mot cai yém, chdng t6i nay ra y
dung nén thay den dién. Bé vo thay kin dao, chur véi ong thay
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t6i nghiép thi dén giodi ciing bang thira. Qua nhu vay. Thay
diém nhién cém lung t6i dé tran, chim soc ciing ti mi nhu moi
lan, bop vai nin gay tan tinh. Phén t6i khoan khoai thim thia
hon va phan chdng t6i ngdm khong chan anh nén loang lang
man trén nhitng dudng cong min mang cta vo. Nhiéu hom sau
chdng t6i lai bao bo yém, vi cai diy vong trén cb va cai nat thét
ngang lung hoi vudng, tay thay dang thoai mai bong Vap
nhimg chd Ay, mat hay. Va lai lung t6i bay gio di nhuyén,
ving vai ciing sap muot, riéng bung va nguc chua hé qua tay
thay. Chong t6i s¢ néu khong nhic chac thay bo qua, nén nhat
dinh doi thay gi6i thiéu nhiing ngén tim quat nira ngudi phia
trude. Thay nhit dinh thoai thac. Chdng t6i n6i ddi: "Hod ra
thay ciing kiéng ki 1am thtr nhu moi nguoi. Hay thay coi
thuong t6i?" Thay dap: "Khong dam a! Ong Gido 1a nguoi di
riéng mot 16i trong thién ha, ¢ so ai coi thuong! Con ching
t6i, da thé nay thi phlen todi vao dau ma ngai, chang qua la
khong c6 kinh nghiém tim quat dan ba, chi so mang tiéng lam
vung." Chong toi khich: "O hay! Pan ba véi dan ong khong 1a
ngudi ca sao? Thay ma con phan biét dbi xr thi ai binh dang
cho? T6i twong anh em minh khong néi ciing nhat tri tir 1au roi
moi phai!" Anh thic qué, thay danh giao hen: "Chung t6i c6
nhd tay 1a 6ng Gido chiu trich nhiém dy nhé!"

Tay thay nhd sao dugc. Tay 4y vé ngén tay t6i, vut mu ban
chén t61, khong quén moét ly; tay éy chang bao gio cham cai ndt
rudi, 1an nao cung quay gon no roi lai tha no, nhu vira danh vay
vira nhir; tay iy nho toc 61 ti tach, mdi byi téc dii hai muoi
chin chiéc vira bang tudi toi; tay ay keo tai to1 ron tan, bay
muoi tim chd kéu trén nguoi toi chang 1am chd nao; tay 4y moi
lan trudon ngang nach toi déu dimg tuyét khéo sat chan trién
ngurc. Mit ngudi mu 13 ¢ tay. Tay Ay mudi con mz"lt Bay gio
tay ay 0m ngang eo t6i, lua trén bung tbi, toa xudng ngang
héng, chép chon, tham do. ROi qua quyet chuom quanh ron.
R01 xoa, mdi vong mot rong, tay ndy dudi tay kia, mot quanh
xudng bung dudi va mot 16i qua ving nguc. Roi ngot ngio
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miét doc nhitng dé xuong suon. R6i miét di miét lai tir cb
xubng tc, lach giira hai bau nguc. Chong toi thdy chung khit e
vuéng, nén kh€ nhén hai chom, ré€ ra cho rong chd. Rdi toi
chang biét tay ai 1a tay ai nira.

Mot hém nao d6 chdng t6i lai bao bé quan ngoai, dé thay chi
cho 15 nhirng diu hiéu léch xuong hong. Bénh nay khong chira
thi nhe 1a dau lung, ning c6 thé gay roi loan kinh nguyét, tham
chi bé kinh, anh tim sach doc, biét nhu vdy. Biy gid bénh toi
da chic chan, léch xuong hong trai phdi hop véi cing khop
héng phai. Chong t6i khang dinh vo c¢6 du céc triéu chimg, dic
biét 1a khanh #n, tdo bon, dé cam cum va khé ngi. Thay khong
dam chita thi anh tu chira cho vg. Nhung thay phai ¢6 van. Phai
thao tac mau cho anh luyén theo. Thay do du: "Ong Gido la
ngudi doc sach, lam gi cling ¢6 sach d&, thanh hay bai déu dan
ly thuyét ra vién dugc ca. Ching t6i lam theo kinh nghiém
sudng, thanh hay bai 1a chuyén an may, that khong dam lan san
khoa hoc dau a. Chiing t6i xin kiéu." Chong t6i da quen co keo
v6i thay. Ong thay nay tuy lap lung phuc tap, nhung cu01 cung
bao gio anh clng thuyét phuc dugc. Anh tham giéu cai 16i
vong vo tam qudc, ra vé nhin dé 1am cao 4y 1a rach viéc, 1a né
rom tinh than Gng xtr A dong, nhung cling thG thdy minh bat
v6 dugc thay va cidm chic phan thiang. Lan nay anh thing
thimg dap: "Thay ma an phan lam tho tim quat dau dudng chic
t6i khong voi dén. Cai kho clia anh em minh 13 1dm tham vong
ma ctr gidu giém, khinh thién ha tAm thuong ma lai so thién ha
ché cuoi. C6 mdi viée chinh cai xwong hong ma da nhut chi,
dén lic phai nan troi thi 1am thé nao!" Thay phan ddi: "Ay
chét! Nan troi thi 6ng Gido phai tim nguoi khac." Chdng toi
tam ngay ldy cau ay: "Nhung chinh xwong hong thi thay gitp
t6i!" Thay gat. Hai nguoi dan ong thyuc ra da thudc nhau 1am.
Ho ddi dap vi ho thich nghe nhau, cang doan truéc duge nhau
cang khoadi tra.
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Thay 1am méu, chong t6i theo. Anh vung hon nhiéu. Thay 4n
hai dau gbi mém gon xudng lung t6i. Pén luot anh thi hai dau
gbi nhu hai dau chay gid gio. Thay xat dui toi bén ndy xong tir
lau, dui bén kia gac trén vai chong t6i di té ma anh con dung
ding chua dit. Dut 1am sao dugc. Anh da nhét dinh bao t6i
mic chiéc quan 16t théu 1dng tén vo chdéng. Puong théu ndi,
thay 1an theo chic danh van dugc. Thay bay toan nhimng dong
tac kho. Bop day chang ben va co xuong chau. Xoay khop
xuong héng. Chong toi ndm rat nhanh nhiing gi ¢6 vé phtre tap.
Anh con ty dua ra nhimng dé nghi nghe rit khoa hoc vé mau
chuyén 16n, toa cot, ngdn mong, khdp hang, bap thit xuong
cung. Nhung gian di nhu bé lung, anh khong tip ndi. Anh ghi
€0, cin gay va cao cau nguc vo mai ma lung vo khong kéu,
danh moi thay ra hudng dan lai. Thay ngdi chic chan phia sau,
dd toi bang hai dau gdi, cam ti nhe trén gay t6i, tay vong qua
nach ra trude, 6m quanh hai vai, khod lai. Thay thuc nhe. Lung
t6i kéu rat dep. Toi udn ngudi ra sau nhu canh cung, chén choi
voi khéng cham Chleu dau nga xubng nguc thay. Thay
nghiéng xuong, ma 4p ma toéi mot thoang, miéng ké miéng t6i
trong tich tic. Tay nhe nhang budng vai, himg ldy hai bau
nguc. Nguc toi tir cvong dé s¢, hai nim vénh 1én that dang xau
h6. Nhung thay bao: "Cai tro tam quét nay bd ba 1am, c6 gi so
suat xin 6ng Gido rong lugng." Roi binh tinh day that déu, that
tron, that cham. T6i tir tir ngd han vao long thay, nghe tim thay
dap binh than. Thay tdm quat c6 hinh dung ra toi khong? Hay
chi so thdy dan ba 1a cai bi thit 16i 16m nhiéu hon dan 6ng? C6
mén toi chut nao khong ma tim vo tinh thé? Chiéu chong toi
hay chiéu toi?

Hon mot thang chdong t6i chdm chi don nha, trai chiéu, dt
tram, thip nén Mdi cudc tam quat da thanh mot nghi 18 say
dam. Toi tam, xtrc nudc hoa, xong la thay dén, dung tam gio.
Tam gio, troi thang muoi da t6i 1am. Ba nguoi quan vao nhau
trong anh nén. Chong t6i nhu con nghién, bao nhiéu ciing
khong vira. Bay gio chiéc quan 16t théu 1ong tén hai vg chong
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anh ciing thiy vuéng. Em moi chd déu ty do sung sudng, sao
chd nay thiét thoi? Mot nhiim vai trén ngudi nao du dé hon hay
thiét, t6i that khong rd. Nhung coi ma ché)ng vura y, thi cdi 1a
hon. Téi lai nhidm mét nim trong 1ong thay nhu moi 1an, bong
tay thay dang day sting lai. Hinh nhu thay thoang giat minh.
Thoéang budng. Hay ntra budng ntra con muén gitr? Toi nin tho.
Hay thay ngai nguc t6i da tinh qua? Chiang 18 hém nay né hu
dbén hon moi ngay? Hay thay chot quén dang ngdi chiéu tam
quat? Chleu tam quat 1a chd tra tan. Gian cho xac thit t6i ngic
ngoai roi bo. Tan nhdn. Man rg. Hay 1a tinh vi? Nhung thay
stng lai 1au qua. T6i mé mat, thay chong 1t 1t gitra hai dui vo.

Thay day t6i ra hay toi ving day? Hay chong toi giang 1y vo?
Nhanh qua va dién r6 qua, toi nao rd, biét néi sao cho chéng an
long? Anh chét da rang, thay biét gi, nghe gi, danh hoi thay gi?
Hay nhin thdy gi ma bdng doi thai d6? Sao dang tim quat vo
anh bong dimg? Sao thoang ngoanh mét lic anh yéu vo? Anh
yéu vo y tir 1am, Itc cyc tha ciing khé khang nhu khong, 1& nao
chang thay chang nghe chang so ma thay chanh long. Bo di
nhu ty 4i. Bo di khi nén chua tan, khong mot 101 nhan lai.

Hom sau chong t6i khong thap nén. Troi da toi han. Anh bao,
néu that ¢ cdi nhat thyc thi t61 mit chinh 1a dén gidi. Xem thay
quat nay chi tinh do1 hay tinh ca mat.

T6i nam trong bong dém yén 6n ma vira thuong chdng vira éi
ngai cho thay. Néu dém den that 13 cdi cia thay, mii mii den
ngdm, mai mai v vong, thi chong toi khoi kho so. Khoi ra lai
timg dong tac cua thay, dong tac nio ciing lam anh nhirc nhéi.
Hinh nhu thay tranh hoi khéo qué cai nét rudi? Hinh nhu thay
an xuong mu k¥ ludng 1dm. Hinh nhu thay thudc vo anh tir trén
xubng dudi hon anh. Khoi soat timg 161 anh da hao huc nghe
va rung dong. Hinh nhu mot hdm nao dé thay vi von, "da chd
nay dudi da chd kia nhu song". Song 1a thir khong nhin chang
ta dugc nhu vay. Lai bao "tay khum nhu mui rua", thay da bao
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gio thiy ria? Thay kién? Thiy co? Thay ran? Thay long ly quy
phuong? Nhung lai bao "troi di bét thé nay thi danh chiu troi".
La troi bat thé nao? Roi bao "tdi tim nhu chung t6i". "Tdi tim"
chtr khong "mu loa", thang cha tinh quai ndy chon tir x40 quyét
1dm. Up tp m& mo. Nira that nira hgm. Chéng bé hin vao dau
duoc. Han khong dam dang ma "bd ba". Han khong bop v vo
anh ma "nh& tay". Mdi ngay hin "so suat" d¢ 1én mong vo anh,
giang dui vo anh ra vai luot. Lai con cai xuong hong léch! Hén
nhin thung v¢ anh timg milimet roi con gia do "chua dam
chic". Bay gio t6 han danh hoa mu c6 khac nao gio cai mat
minh ngu ra giita thién ha. Hoi 1a nguoi ta cudi sang sic, bao
mudi thang deo kinh xdm 1am nghé quat, nghé boi, nghé hat
rong, nghé n xin, thi chin thing mu rom. MU that thuong lam
nghé luong thién, vot tdm, dan 16, boc lac, tia hanh. Chrfmg ai
biét thang cha nhu anh ta 13 thang cha ndo. Tén tudi khong co.
Tinh nét kh6 chiu nhu thé may ra ¢ gave truyén than hét thoi
di lang thang noi giong trén doi. Thang cha lau ca c6 1an néi
bong gi6 rang han von mé nghé gi khac thi phai. Nghé vé
truyén than chic? Nghé sim soi tin mét timg milimét! Bay gio
anh ha miéng mic quai. Choi dan da thi dan da liém mat nhu
thé ddy. Chudng don dan toc c¢d truyén mot chut 14 dan toc cd
truyén ro hon. Han mu déu thi anh mu quang that. Long minh
c6 bao nhi€u va x4c thit vg c6 bao nhi€u phoi ra ca. Bay gio
liy bong t6i ma boc lai. Tat dén ké sang at mu hon ké mu.

Tam gio thay khong toi. Chin gio ciing khong toi. Bong t6i
cang thang, Chong t61 im lim. Nha t61 hom nay khong don, ban
ghé lai ké rét tric tr, vap 13 ngd vao dam chai lo bay sén trén
san. T6i nam bdn chon nhu thud nho rinh ma trong dém. Lan
nay to1 s€ khong ngi quén. Thang mudi mdt troi con lau maoi
sang. Chin mu rom ké chin, cdt & nguoi thtr mudi mu chin
chinh. Sao chong t6i ua tin & thiéu s6 sang sudt bdng nan long
som thé vi s6 d6ng? Pém con dai 1im va toi con du kién nhan
tin vao mot cip mat ximg dang tan tat. Cau cho thay mu. Mu
trong sang, tinh twong, kiéu hanh. Mu ma dé cho thay va d&
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phién ai thi hily mu hét long. Mu toét. Mu ddc. Mu hin. Mu vo
vong. Mu nhu khoét mét bo di. Mu cho chdng toi ghi on tri ki.
Mu lam khéach quy trong nha t6i mai mai. Mu tir hom nay cling
chua mudn. Tdi s& dan tay thay dén nhimg chd can toi. Toi
thudc 14m duong di 16i lai. Toi cho chiéu chudng di chin nau.
Sao thay khong ung dung budc qua bong téi dén day nhu bao
ngay cho tdi roi vao long?

Rong rd bao nhiéu chd doi, t6i khong dém ndi. Khong dém
nhitng cu dam ch véo va cha dap, nhiing vét bam tim, mau me,
sung hup, rach nat, mdi 1an chong t6i noc vo ra tim quat. Khi
khong chd nao trén cai bi thit méo moé 1a t6i con lanh lin, anh
chang dung t4i nira. Réi ciing bo di, khong nhan lai 16i nao,
nhu thay tim quat.

(1999)
C1 gidy cudi cing ciia nén phé binh chinh huén

Niam ngoai, miy cdy dau ¢ thu trong mot bai tho it ngudi biét
dén bdng khudy dong chut it thi dan Viét Nam. Tac gia, ong
Pam Chu Vin, chuyén vién cao cap cia Ban Tuyén gido Tinh
uy Bong Nai kiém Pho Chu tich Ho1 Véan hoc Nghé thuat Bong
Nai, Tong Bién tép tap chi Van ngh¢ Pong Nai, bi mot dong
nghiép thim nhudn lap truong chuyén chinh soi quan diém
chinh tri. Cudi cting moi chuyén ciing 6n. Ong chi mat bdn
tiéng dong ho giai trinh sy trong sang ciia minh véi co quan
tuyén gido. Béo chi dua tin. Dong nghi¢p Hong Vé binh im.
Quan van nghe trung wong bat dén xanh. Nhu trong vu “Canh
dong bdt tin” 'sau ndm trude, nhimg robot tuyén giao 6 mot 5O
tinh 1€ co 1& van tiép tuc chay theo 1ap trinh du tranh tu tuong
maiy thap nién quén cdp nhat, nhung thoi cua nén phé binh
chinh huén trén dién rong & toan qudc da qua rdi. Khong ai doc
ai diéu cho no. N6 don gian da dong xong vai tro kinh di ciia
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minh trong mot chuong kinh hoang cta van hoc sir dat nudce
nay.

T6i phai nhan rang minh chua bao gio hAm mo truong phai tho
muon 10 co cdy hoa 14 dé tam tinh. Khi t6i dén véi van chuong
thi nhitng tam tinh dac sdc nhat dat vao miéng thién nhién da
duoc thdt ra roi, tir d6 tro di ci thiy canh hoa nao trim ngam,
nhanh cdy nao dau dau, ang may nao nang triu nhan van la toi
bo chay. T6i phai bao vé tinh yéu van chuong cia minh. Cling
nhu moi tinh yéu, chét vi budn té 1a nguyén nhan hang dau.

V&i mot thai 6 thiéu khach quan khong budn giau diém nhu
thé, toi khong thé binh luan vé bai tho vira nhic, nhan dé “Loi
nhimng cay dau c6 thu ¢ tru s¢ ay ban nhan dan”. Thuc ra cudc
chinh huén mini néi trén khong lién quan gi dén thong diép
nghé thuat cua bai tho. Van dé khong phai 1a chd ding cua
nhitng cdy diu hoan toan v6 can 4y trudc tru sé Gy ban nhan
dan. Vai chyc nam trude, co6 ding trong rung ma tam sy mong
lung nhu vay thi ching ciing bi don. Van d¢ 1 chd dung cua
tac gia. O vi tri can b tu tudng va quan vian nghé hang dau
tinh, 6ng Bam Chu Van chi nén cho nhitng phat ngon vién cta
ong dtng trude mot tiém McDonald’s. Nhu thé s& ven ca moi
bé, vira khong ngan dong nghiép nao chi diém, vira thém duoc
tinh than di truéc thoi dai (it nhat 13 hai nim, vi tdp doan
McDonald’s van chua ha cb dén thi truong Viét Nam), va tat
nhién khong mat mat gi vé thong diép nghé thuat. Pé c6 miy
101 tim sy “mua ning ¢ doi” nhu thé thi dung trude try so Gy
ban nhén dan hay tru s¢ McDonald’s khong c6 gi khac nhau.
N6i cach khac, néu 1a mot nha tho tu do, tac gia ciia miy ciy
dau d6 c6 thé khuan chiing ra tan Lang H5 Chu tich ma ding,
tim sy mong lung hon nita cling khong phai giai trinh trong
sang voi ai. Da tir 1au khong kiém soat noi nhirng nha tho tw
do, nén phé binh chinh huan chi con ngic ngoai bang dim ba
nd lyc ubn nin nén thi ca chinh théng, noi diéu duy nhét c6 thé
mét va vi thé can bao vé€ khong phai 1a ty do, ma 1a sy 1€ thude.
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ThAm thia diéu nay hon ai hét c6 18 1a nguoi da i — chdc chin
khong phai vi tu nguyén — cuong vi dung dau nganh tuyén giao
quoc gia. dé tro vé “chuong cai mit ra trong tho”: 6ng Nguyén
Khoa Piém.

Nhung trude khi yén vi trong nha quan, nén phé binh chinh
huén ay con mudn cong hién cho chung ta mot ca gidy, tuy qua
thiéu ndo dé co the giai tri nhung dang dé binh luan, vi rat c6
thé 1a ct gidy cudi cing. Lan nay, né don hét nhitng manh vun
ki tc sot lai v& mot thoi sinh sat oanh liét vao ngon roi tan,
gidng xudéng mot ban luan van thac si ba nim trudc vé nhom
tho tu do dang ké nhat tir thoi Doi méi ¢ Viét Nam, nhém Mo
Miéng.

Trong cudc truy sat Nhan van-Giai pham, it ra ching ta biét:
Nguoi “vach tran bé mat that” “truy lac phan dong” cua Tran
Dan 1a nhac si D3 Nhuén; nguoi hd hao cd nude “phai chan lai
khéng cho Truong Tiru dwoc tw do truyén bd nhitng tw tuong
phan déng, nhitng tic phong doi bai” 1a nha phé binh Hoai
Thanh, ciing chinh 1a nguoi xac dinh tinh chat ¢ ‘xuyeén tac”, “vu
khong” “phan dong” cua bai tho “Nhét dinh thang cua Tran
Dan; nguoi t6 giac ca mot “h¢ thong nhitng sai lam xdu xa”
nhiing “dung y rdt den t6i” ciia Tt Phac 1a nhac si Luong Ng(_)c
Trac; nguoi 10t “cdi mat gian xao” cua L& Dat nhu “mot ké an
nup, tang hinh, da ting quay qudt dwoc mot thoi gian, nhung
rét cuc cdi ban chdt phdn lai giai cdp vé san 16i ra mon mér” 1a
nha tho Xuan Diéu, cling chinh 1a nguoi phat hién Van Cao
“gai min chong phd Pdng va nhdan dan”; nguoi quyét “vach ré
101 loz cua Phan Khoi da bao nhiéu nam lam tay sai cho dé
quoc, ninh hét phong kién, huyen hodc, lira bip, dau déc nhin
din dé kiém bat com, manh ao” chong Dang, chong cdch
mang, phan nhdn dan, phan Té quoc” “tir bé dén gia boc 1ot
clia néng dan, dn cuép cia nhan dan” 1a nha vin Nguyén
Cong Hoan; ngudi goi tac pham cua Tran Duy 1 cai tht “van
nghé vo nhdan dao cua than chér’, 1a “nhitng thir co doc, ma
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chiing ta phdi nhé sach, quét sach, @é wirt vao rdac, hodc lam
mot thie phdan bon cho nhitng bong hoa chan chinh trong vwon
vian nghé ciia ta” 13 nha phé binh Vi Bic Phic...; chua ké
hang trdm vin nghé si khong kém danh tiéng khac — tir Thé L,
Biru Tién, Nguyén Huy Tudng, Kim Lan, Poan Gioi, Ta M3,
boan Van Cu, Luong Xuan Nhi, Nguyén Tuan..., dén Nguyén
DPong Chi, Nguyén Dinh Thi, V6 Huy Tam, Dao Vii, Bui Huy
Phon... — hing hai gép dinh cho nhitng chiéc bua ta néu trén
chét quan tai nhitng dong nghiép “ndi loan” ctia ho.

Con bay gio, vung roi doa nha nghién ctru Nha Thuyén va
nhom Mo Miéng 13 Iéo téo mot nhiim v6 danh hay an danh:
mot Cam Khé nao d6 trén Nhdn ddan, mot Tuyén Hoa nao d6
trén Quan doi Nhdn ddan, mot Minh Van nao dé trén Thanh tra,
nhiing to bao 18 ra khong c¢6 phan su thi mién vao dia hat vin
hoc va cho dén lic nay khong co6 ddng minh tu nguyén tir gidi
van ngh¢, trr mot ngudi: nha phé binh Chu Giang.

Quan h¢ cua ching ta véi cac nha phé binh van hoc thyc ra
khong khac 1am quan hé véi nhitng ngudi ban ca ¢ chg, né dya
trén sy tin cdy [i] . Sy tin cdy ay duong nhién tuy thudc vao
mdi nguoi va phai co co so. Song chang can nhiéu lam; d6i khi
chi can ném vi, ngui hoi la ta chim xong diém tin nhiém. Ai
mudn biét tim véc ctia nha phé binh Chu Giang, tirc 6ng cuu
glam déc NXB Vin hoc Nguyén Vin Luu, tac gia cuon Ludn
chién van chwong timg doat Giai thuong Hoi Nha Vin nim
1996, ¢6 1& chi can thuong thie vai dong trong loat bai luan
chién dang trén Tudn bdo Vin nghé TP HCM nim ngoai, phé
phén tac pham va con nguoi Nguyén Huy Thiép, d6i tuong
dugc ong chiéu cb tir thud Van hoc Poi méi dén gio chua
buong. C4 nhén t6i tudng minh dang lac vao vuon tré, noi ong
Luu gidm chan mach c6 gido rang vin chuong thing Thiép
khong ra gi vi né vura dai by xong lai tranh d6 choi cta thing
khac. Nhung 6ng cling c6 thé rat nghiém tuc. Khi nghiém tic,
ong tuyén bd rang: “Néu ching ta di theo tw twong Ho Chi
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Minh, thong nhat ciing bdo vé tw twéng Ho Chi Minh, thiee hién
theo nhitng loi day cua Ho Chi Minh, thi doan két dwoc ca dan
toc, doan ket duoc ca gioi van nghé”. Moi binh luan ¢ day la
thtra.

C6 nhiing nha phé binh ma khi dugc ho khen thi ta nén giat
minh, con 10i ché cua ho 13 bao dam dang tin ciy nhat cho gia
tri ctia tic pham bj ho phé phan. Téi coi 6ng Nguyén Vian Luu
thudc loai nay. Ning khiéu phé binh vin hoc (!) cta ong nim &
su di Gmg khong nham lan trudc tit ca nhing gi vuot khoi
thudc do hanh kiém bo ti va cam nang thuat ngir chinh tri xuét
ban nam 70. O thoi hoang kim ciia nén phé binh chinh huén,
pham chét ay dang gia vai cai Giai thuong H5 Chi Minh. Song
sinh bat phung thoi, bay gio n6 dugc huy dong cho cu glay
cubi cling ctia nén phé binh 4 ay. T61 tin rang ca nhiing nguoi bi
coi 1a phai chiu trach nhiém vé phuong di¢n nha nudc cho cong
trinh nghién cru ma 6ng hung hon goi 1a “mot luan van kich
dong su phan khang va chéng d6i” 1an tac gia Nha Thuyén déu
du rong lugng dé ghi nhan hanh vi mang tinh lich sir nay.
Khong phai ngay nao ciing c6 mot nén phé binh gidy chét.

Con nhém Mé Miéng? Ho tha bi dem ra tra tin bang tho, cha
nhit dinh khong chiu mé miéng giai trinh cai gi ma trong sang.
Nhung tit nhién ho s& ma mi¢ng that rong dé cuoi, du biét rang
c6 nhitng thtr gidy mai khong chét.

(Thang 7 ngay 10 nam 2013)

© 2013 pro&contra

[i] Néu George Steiner hay Borges, nhitng ngudi thong tu¢ va
sanh d(_)p, ¢0 101 khen ai, to1 s€ tim doc. Nh&ng nguoi khat khe
bac nhat nhu Kafka, kho tinh bac nhat nhu Nabokov hay
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Thomas Bernhard khen ai, t6i s€ tim doc béng duoc. Ai ca ngoi
Paulo Coelho, khong bao gid téi dé ¥ nita, nhung lai chu ¥
nhitng ngudi hdm mo tho Hoang Quang Thuén: t6i mudn biét
nguoi ta nghi gi hay khong nghi gi khi pha cai goi la nudc
mam, hi¢u Chinsu, véi rugu nhat dat 1én ban tho.

Trén Bach khoa toan thu mo Wikipedia viét vé Pham Thi Hoai:

“O Viét Nam, cdach viét ciia Pham Thi Hodi khién doc gid va
nhitng nha phé binh hét 10i ca ngoi va ciing lam ké ché bai.
Nhitng vién chirc van héa cia Viét Nam phdan doi cai nhin phé
phan cua ba vé nude Viét Nam hién tai, ba da vi pham boi su
thiéu tén trong truyén théng va pham phdi nhitng diéu cam ky
cua xd hoi [...] Mac du bi cong kich trén dién dan cong khai,
Pham Thi Hoai chua bao gio la bi cao vé su bat do”‘ng quan
diém chinh tri. Thay vao dé, nhitng ké phi bang da budc téi ba
la ¢6 cdi nhin bi quan qua déang vé Viét Nam, ba da si nhuc “sir
ménh thiéng liéng ciia mot nha van”, thdm chi ba con viét
“dung tuc” nita. Nhung, ngay ca nhitng nha phé binh manh mé
nhdt ciing thia nhdn rang ba la mot nha van co con mdt u dm
trong viéc mé xé chi tiét, chua cay va hai hiede, song lai c6
thinh gidc tot vé nhip diéu cia tiéng Viét”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Pham Thi Hoai Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Am thi Web: tienve.org
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Tiét bon: Nhitng nha vin héi nhdp.

Theo théng ké nam 2007, nguol Viét song tai My 1a 1.642.950
nguoi, la dan toc thiéu s, dimg hang thlr tu sau cac dan toc
thiéu sb khac 1a Trung Hoa, An D9, Phi Luat Tan.

Nhu chung ta d biét, nguoi Viét séng ¢ nudc ngoai trudc nam
1970 chimg khoang 100 ngan, ta cac nudc Lao, Campuchia,
Thai Lan, Phap, nhung tur sau 1975, 5O nguoi Viét sinh song ¢
nudc ngoai tang vot, theo s6 lidu tim thay nam 2010, co hoang
4 trleu nguoi Viét Nam sinh song trén 103 quoc gia khac, trong
s6 d6 nguol Viét dinh cu tai My 1a 1.800.000 nguoi, chiém gan
phan ntra s6 nguoi Viét sinh sdng trén thé gidi.

Chung ta ciing biét, nguoi Viét ra di sau 30-4-1975, trong d6
¢6 nhiéu vin nghé si sinh séng tai My, Phap, Canada, Uc, Thuy
Dién, Puc ... Nhitng nha van v6 hinh dung da tao thanh mot
nén van hoc Viét Nam hai ngoai, mot s6 khac, nhit 1a nhiing
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nguoi con tré khi roi khdi Viét Nam, hoac sinh ra va 16n 1én
trong gia dinh Viét Nam hay chi c6 cha hoac me 1a nguoi Viét
Nam, ngudi ta cho ho 14 thé hé nguoi Viét 1.5 hay 2, ho da hoi
nhap vao xa hoi sinh thoi, lam tho, viét van, ho trd thanh nha
vén sang tac bang chinh ngdn ngit ban dia.

Trong tiét ndy, chung t6i s& dé cap dén ho, 1a nhimg nha van c6
ngudi trinh do 16p ba 16p tu, c6 nguoi tién si, da s6 déu tot
nghiép dai hoc.

Tac pham ctia ho khong phai chi danh riéng chi ngudi Viét, ma
1a dé cho moi nguoi cung thudng 13m, co sach di 1am nén
chung tich ban chay nhat, dugc dan dyng thanh phim anh do
dao dién danh tiéng cua Holywood thuc hién.

Nhiéu tac gia nhan duoc nhitng phan thuéng danh gia danh cho
tac pham cua ho, ho da tao nén nhiing chung tich dang ca ngoi
cho nguoi Viét Nam chuing ta.
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1. Le Ly Heyslip

Le Ly Heyslip - Phung Thij Lé Ly (1949-20 )

Lely Heyslip tén that 1a Phung Thi L¢ Ly sinh ngay 19 thang
12 nam 1949 tai thoén Binh K}‘I,’ Hoa I:hong, Hoa Vang, tinh
Quéang Nam (nay thudc thanh pho Pa Nang).

Phung Thi L¢ Ly chi hoc té1 16p ba trudong lang

Vao tudi thiéu nhi ba tham gia khang chién 1am giao lién. Nam
14 tudi, ba bi quan ddi Viét Nam Cong hoa bat giir, sau d6
duoc tha ra. Viét Cong lai bét ba giam gilt, bd do6i, hanh ha,
ham hiép, r6i bo roi trong rimg vi bi nghi 14 ké phan boi.

Sau su kién d6, ba theo me bo trdn vao Saigon, ba va me lam
viéc cho 6ng Anh mét gia dinh gidu c6, ba bi ong Anh quyén
du mang thai véi 6ng ta, nén bi ba Anh dudi viéc. Ba cling me
quay tré lai mién Trung va dén Da Nang, khi d6 ba duoc 16
tudi. Ba lam viéc phu gitip me va nudi con nhod tén Hing sau
d6i lai 1a Jimmy, bang cach ban chg trdi, giao thudc phién va
ca viéc lam gai mai dam.

C6 mdt thoi ba 1am tro ta cho mot bénh vién My ¢ Da Neclng va
bat dau hen ho véi linh M$. Nam 1969, ba 1ap gia dinh voi mot
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nha thau ngudi My 1a Ed Mundro va ¢6 v0i dng nay mot nguoi
con trai la Thomas. Nam 1970, ba theo chong sang My dinh cu
¢ San Diego, ba ndm sau chong ba mat nam 1973, ba dugc 24
tudi.

Nam 1974, ba lap gia dinh v61 Dennis Heyslip, c6 1 ngudi con
trai 1a Alan v61 6ng nay khi ba duge 26 tudi, ong Heyslip mang
bénh ghién ruou nang va tinh tram cam.

Nam 1982, 6ng Dennis bi két 4an 1a bao hanh gia dinh, hai
nguoi dang lam thu tyc ly di. Sau d6 nguoi ta tim thdy ong
Heyslip chét trong chiéc xe van dau ¢ trong san truong hoc, ba
dugc hudng tién bao hiém do 6ng mua tir trudc.

Nam 1986, ba vé thim qué huong Viét Nam lan diu tién theo
chinh sach mé cura ctia chinh phu Viét Nam. Ba vé Viét Nam
gdp lai me, cac anh chi em va 6ng Anh la cha dra con dau long
cua ba.

Nam 1987, ba ban hét tai san va sang Iap to chirc phi chinh phu
"Dong Tay hoi ngd" nham giip d& xay dung Viét Nam sau
chién tranh.

DPén nam 1999, khi t6 chirc nay ving manh rdi thi ba chuyén
dan cho nguoi khac dé nim 2000, ba sang 1ap to chirc "Lang
Toan Cau" nhiam bao ton nhing gia tri van hoa déan toc va hd
tro nguoi nghéo Viét Nam trong linh vue gido duc, day nghé va
phat trién cong dong.

Trong thoi gian tor ndm 1965 - 1970, khi cude chién tai Viét
Nam lan rong va 1én cao do, ba 1a ngudi ching kién ndi dau
thuong mat mat ciia nguoi dan Viét & Nam vi tuyén 17. Va
chinh ban than ba cting la nan nhan cua cudc chién nay. Chinh
ndi dau thuong nay la ngudn cam himg dé ba viét nén hai
quyén sach ndi tiéng: When Heaven and Earth changed places
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(Khi Dat Troi dao 16n) nam 1989 va Child of War, Woman of
Peace (Ptra tré thoi chién, nguoi phu nit thoi binh) nam 1993.

Quyén Khi Pat Troi dao Ion duge xép vao loai best seller (ban
chay nhét theo xép hang cta The New York Times), dich ra 17
ngodn ngit, dao dién Oliver Stone dung thanh phim Troi va Dt
nam 1993. Ba cling ddm nhén mot vai dién phu (vai chu tiém
nit trang) va viét 2 nhac pham trong phim 7r6i va Pdt ny.

Nam 1995, qudc hoi tiéu bang California tai thu phu
Sacramento vinh danh vi nhiing hoat dong nhin dao va hoa
hop cua ba.

Hién nay ba song & San Diego Nam California.
Tac pham:

- When Heaven and Earth changed places (Douleday,
1989)
- Child of War, Woman of Peace (Doubleday, 1993)

Trich van:
When Heaven and Earth Changed Places

"Most of you who read this book have not lived my kind of
life. By the grace of destiny or luck or god, you do not know
how hard it is to survive; although now you have some idea ...
Right now, though, there are millions of other poor people
around the world--girls, boys, men, and women--who live their
lives the way I did in order to survive. Like me, they did not
ask for the wars that swallowed them. They ask only for peace-
-the freedom to love and live a full life--and nothing more. I
ask only that you open your heart and mind to them, as you
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have opened it to me by reading this book, and do not think
that our story is over."

"[Mama Du] smiles and looks me in the face. "You've come
back, Bay Ly, and that's what counts. You've completed your
circle of growth - the karma that brought you into the world. If
you come back again, it will be part of another, new cycle - not
the old one. Your past is now complete. The war for you is
over. My destiny as your mother is fulfilled. Nuoc rong to
nuoc lon, eh? - low tide to high tide. Poor to rich, sad to
happy, beggar to fine lady - you've closed the circle of your
life. You may have a thousand returns and a thousand tasks yet
ahead of you, but they will be to fulfill a different destiny. As
for me, it will soon be time to rest. You ask what you can
bring me on your next visit? Bring cement to line my coffin
and good silk for my shroud so I won't get cold when they lay
me by your father. I am content with everything else. I have
no less now than I ever wanted" (314).

Trong bai Readers Taken on an Incredible Journey “When
Heaven and Earth Changed Places” do Monica Fumarolo viét:

As I read LeLy Hayslip’s story of struggle and war, I found
myself wishing that it was a piece of fiction rather than a real
woman’s memoirs. The horrors this woman has managed not
only to live through, but to rise above, is a true testament to the
strength of the human spirit and a reminder that there is hope
for humanity yet.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Le Ly Heyslip Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- When Heaven and Earth Changed Places Web: myhero.com
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2. Duong Van Mai Elliott

Duong Van Mai Elliott - Dwong Van Mai (1941-20 )

Duong Van Mai Elliott tén that 1a Duong Van Mai sinh nam
1941 tai Ha Noi, con éng Duong Thieu Chi va ba Nguyén
Nhat An, 14 chau ¢ ciia nha tho Duong Lam thudc dong ho
Duong ndi tiéng & Van Binh, Ung Hoa, Ha Tay xua.

Duong Van Mai séng trong gia dinh & Ha Noi, ¢ luc theo than
phu khi 1am Thi Truong thanh phd cang Hai Phong. Nam 1975,
ca gia dinh di cu vao Nam, & Saigon, trir nguoi chi gai tén
Thing iy chong, theo chong di khang chién chdng Phap, nén &
lai dét Béc.

Nam 1960. Duong Van Mai duoc hoc bong, du hoc tai Hoa ky,
theo hoc nganh ngoai giao tai Dai hoc Georgetown ¢
Washington DC.

Nam 1964, tot nghiép dai hoc, vé Saigon lam viéc. Gap lai
David Elliott, hai nguoi da timg gdp nhau trude do, trong mot
cudc hop mat Gidng sinh & My, ho t6 chirc hon 18 tai Saigon.
Duong Van Mai va David cung lam viéc cho co quan
America’s Rand Coporation, c6 nhiém vu phong van va nghién
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clru cac tu binh Viét Cong, gitp cho chanh phi My tim hiéu
phia bén kia.

Nam 1968, Mai va David roi Viét Nam tré vé My dinh cu.
Nam 1973, Duong Van Mai c6 tr¢ lai Viét Nam tham gia dinh
lan sau cung, trudc khi mién Nam mat vao tay Cong san.

Bién c¢6 nim 1975, gia dinh cia Duong Van Mai ¢ Viét Nam
dugce di tan sang My. Nam 1979, than phu ci Duong Van Mai
mat, tir day ba c6 ¥ dinh viét lai dong lich st cua gia dinh bién
thién theo van ménh cua dat nude Viét Nam.

Nam 1993, ngan hang noi ba lam cho nghi viéc 5 ngan nhan
vién, trong d6 c6 Duong Van Mai. Trong nim nay ba trg vé
Viét Nam tham gia dinh, gép lai nguoi chi sau hon 40 ndm xa
cach, 6 dip tim tr¢ lai b huong, tim hiéu thém gia toc va mat
5 nam dé viét thanh tac pham Sacred Willow (Cdy liéu thiéng).

Sacred willow duoc Nha xgét ban Dai hoc Oxford phat hanh
nam 1999 va sau d6 duoc dé ctr giai Pulitzer nam 2000. Sacred
willow da tré thanh mot trong nhiing tai liéu tham khao vé lich
su Viét Nam, tai cac dai hoc My.

Tac pham:

- Sacred willow (Oxford University Press, 1999)

Trich van:

The Sacred Willow

Four Generations in the Life of a Vietnamese Family

Chapter One
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My great-grandfather returned to his native village upon his
retirement and took up residence in the house he had built in
Van Dinh, which included an ancestral temple—a privilege
granted only to mandarins of high rank. The residence also
included separate living quarters and gardens for each of his
four wives. The second wife, the most senior after the death of
the first, had the nicest house, and the best landscaped garden.
The third, fourth, and fifth wife each had a smaller house that
consisted of one room used both for dining and entertaining
visitors, a bedroom, and a simple kitchen with an earthen floor
toward the back, where meals were cooked over a fire fed with
wood or straw. Each of Duong Lam's wives had at least two
maids, one to do housework and the other to shop and prepare
meals. The ancestral temple and houses were built with bricks
and wood, in the traditional Chinese style of architecture. The
residence was austere but stood out nonetheless among the
more modest dwellings of the villagers, most of which were
thatched huts. Duong Lam's residence and the one built by his
older brother right next to it occupied a large area, which came
to be called "Governors' Hamlet" by the people.

A large gate, topped with a drum tower, opened onto a paved
courtyard. The ancestral temple, the most imposing building in
Duong Lam's residence, spread along one side of the yard,
flanked by two old camellias, and looked out on an inscribed
brick-and-mortar screen that shielded it from evil spirits, and
porcelain pots bearing azaleas arrayed on stands. The structure
and decorations, were intended to inspire reverence for the
departed forebears. The temple's five compartments were
separated by large columns of iron wood bearing plaques with
gilded inscriptions and paved with porcelain tiles that felt cool
to the feet. Each compartment was richly decorated with red-
lacquered furniture enhanced with gilded carved designs. Halls
adorned with the eight ancient weapons, flags, parasols, fans,
screens, and tall vases led to the inner sanctum where the alter,
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an elaborately carved, red-lacquered and gilded table, sat
behind a bronze urn and candelabras in the shapes of cranes. It
bore the ancestral tablets and other ritual objects. A door led to
my great-grandfather's private quarters, which looked out on an
inner courtyard.

My great-grandfather now began to lead the life of a retired
scholar, not entirely that of a hermit, but certainly removed
from the excitement of his past positions. He spent his days
reading books from his library collection, writing poems, and
entertaining a stream of visitors who came to chat, listen to him
discourse on the classics, appreciate his poems, seek advice,
play a game of cards, or simply pay their respects. As the most
eminent man in the area, he was beseeched by the surrounding
villages to preside over ceremonies and rituals. According to
my family, the peasants had so much faith in his power that
they even sought him out on one occasion to help drive a ghost
away.

Like other Confucian scholars, my great-grandfather loved
rituals, because rituals helped maintain harmony between
mankind and the universe, because they linked the living to
their ancestors, and also because they were part of the culture
that he was trying hard to preserve. For him, the most
important each year was the commemoration of his father's
death. The ceremony would begin at dawn when servants lit
torches in the courtyard, put the food offerings in the temple,
and sounded the drums and bells. As a band struck up ritual
music, the worshipers would take turns kneeling and bowing in
front of the altar. After the ceremony, a banquet would be
served. My great-grandfather would not take part in the
feasting, and would wait for relatives and guests to leave
before retreating into his private quarters to eat a simple meal
by himself, because on such an occasion, he, as a loyal son,
was not supposed to be merry.
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In their retirement, scholars like Duong Lam usually became
teachers to pass on their learning. So my great-grandfather
would give lessons to students in the local area who were
preparing for the last round of imperial exams. He would also
teach his youngest daughters still living at home. This was
highly unusual, since families tended to neglect their daughters'
education, preferring to focus resources on that of their sons.
The lesson was the highlight of the day for his daughters. They
would put on their finest clothes, which they kept as wrinkle-
free as possible under their sleeping mats. Then they would
troop to the ancestral temple to see their father. First they
would Serve him tea as part of his morning ritual, and then
they would listen to his lessons. Under his tutelage, two of my
great-aunts would become fine poets.

Although he had four living wives, my great-grandfather
preferred to stay in his own private suite of rooms. He usually
ate by himself, because by custom his secondary wives were
not allowed to sit and eat with him as long as his eldest son—
my grandfather—was alive. As the most senior male
descendant from Duong Lam's first or principal spouse, my
grandfather outranked Duong Lam's secondary wives in the
family hierarchy in everything, so it would have been
presumptuous for these women to take his rightful place at the
dining table, even when he was not home. Though their inferior
position was completely traditional, the secondary wives still
resented it all their lives, long after such distinctions had
become meaningless. When [ interviewed Duong Lam's
surviving daughter from his third wife in Montreal in 1993, 1
noticed that, although she was now in her nineties and
respected as the matriarch of the clan, she still felt sensitive
about the status of her mother and her siblings within the
family.

Duong Lam's secondary wives and their children ate in their
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own houses, except in the late afternoon, when they dined
together in a room specially set aside for this communal meal,
which usually consisted basic of dishes made with fish, tofu,
vegetables, clams, and shrimp. With over seventy people to
feed, delicacies were not affordable, and meat was rarely
served. At dinnertime, a servant would go down to the river
bank and sound the gong to summon everyone. Children and
adults would hurry from wherever they were, afraid that if they
showed up late, all the better food would be eaten by those who
were more punctual. A better meal would be served to my
great-grandfather, who ate alone, with his eldest son when he
was visiting, with his guests, or sometimes with some of his
smallest children whom he wanted to spoil.

In a poem he wrote to describe his life in retirement, my great-
grandfather poked fun at its simplicity: an unchanging diet of
rice and beans for breakfast, and fish and vegetables for lunch
and dinner; a bamboo cot for a bed in the summer, set near the
river to catch the cooling breeze; a tattered fur coat to ward off
the chill in the winter; an occasional glass of wine; a bumpy
cart for transportation; and a wooden cane for support when
leading village processions on foot. Although his poem was
exaggerated for effect, he wrote it not to complain, but to point
out the dignity of rustic living and to express his pride at the
austerity of his existence, which impressed people who used to
know him in the days when he had so much more.

Outwardly my great-grandfather might have seemed content to
live quietly in retirement. But deep down he still felt
despondent over the French domination, the more so because
he thought he and his peers had failed to find a solution for
their nation's predicament. Taking stock of his life, he admitted
that he had many questions but no answers. Looking at the
generation waiting in the wings, however, he saw a glimmer of
hope. He became persuaded by their arguments that the young
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should adopt French education so that they could help
modernize the country, like the Japanese had done, and give it
the required strength to expel the colonial masters. My great-
grandfather had rejected this Western learning earlier,
condemning it for reducing traditional culture "to ashes," but
now he realized that it could offer a solution. He reluctantly
embraced it. He also felt he had no choice, since the French
had made traditional education obsolete.

As my great-grandfather got older, his thoughts began to turn
toward death and the afterlife. Preparing for one's death was
not considered macabre, and the Vietnamese used to buy their
coffins in advance and even display them in their houses. Since
the location of a grave could ensure the well-being of his
descendants, my great-grandfather began to search for a proper
site. As a man who believed in the world of spirits, he turned
for guidance to the god of Tan Vien Mountain. This deity
rarely descended from his holy place to talk to mortals but, out
of consideration for my great-grandfather's position as a
mandarin of the highest grade in the realm, the god responded
on this occasion as he had before when Duong Lam prayed to
him. He dictated a poem telling my great-grandfather to place
his grave in the largest knoll among the sixty-four mounds that
dotted Tao Khe, the village next to Van Dinh. As instructed,
my great-grandfather visited Tao Khe and began to build a
tomb there to reflect his vision of an ideal resting place, within
a replica of the world—complete with a mountain in miniature,
trees, shrubs, flowers, and water.

The tomb included a temple that contained statues of my great-
grandfather, his first wife, the spirit of Tan Vien Mountain, and
the mysterious monk in my family's legend. The temple was
decorated with a drum and a stone gong, with statues of
kneeling attendants, and with Duong Lam's writings inscribed
into two wood scrolls that were gilded and lacquered in red.
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The two scrolls expressed my great-grandfather's view of life
and death. On one, he wrote that the human body trapped man
in a web of desires from which only death could set him free.
On the other, he wrote that, in death, man could finally leave
all worldly belongings behind and go free. A small shrine was
erected in front of the temple to house a tablet bearing my
great-grandfather's philosophical reflections on life. A series of
steps led down to a lower platform where Duong Lam's grave
would be located, flanked by carved dragons and elephants.
More steps led down to a half-moon pool surrounded with a
low wall and decorated with carved unicorns and the miniature
replica of a mountain. To complete the effect, my great-
grandfather had pine trees and shrubs planted around the site.

Duong Lam fell gravely ill with cancer in 1920. He expressed
his suffering in a poem, which read in part:

I have been longing for death for a long time

What is the use of living, when I only cause so much
pain and trouble for my children.

My body is still here, but my spirit is already gone

My skin hangs on my bones, and my flesh is weary.

1 will lie buried three meters deep in the ground forever
Leaving behind my burnished loyalty.

Neither traditional herb doctors nor a French physician could
halt the disease, and the end finally came on October 17, 1920.
On that day, Duong Lam told his children and grandchildren
gathered around his bed that he would leave them at five
o'clock that afternoon. When the hour of death approached,
they fell weeping to their knees, and bowed with their
foreheads on the ground to pay their last respects. A poet to the
very end, Duong Lam told them to stop crying and listen to his
admonition:
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Even if your tears flow profusely like a river
You cannot keep my spirit from flying away.

At exactly five o'clock, Duong Lam looked around at his
children and grandchildren and said:

Throughout my life,
You have been unfailing in your filial duties
Now I can leave without any regrets.

Then he clasped his hands together in a gesture of farewell and
breathed his last.

The news was cabled to the court in Hue by the French résident
supérieur of Tonkin, who requested that Emperor Khai Dinh
grant my great-grandfather a posthumous noble title. The
emperor signed a decree naming him "Baron of Khanh Van," a
nonhereditary title. Sealed in a small casket, the decree was
carried to Van Dinh by a royal delegation consisting of the
Minister of Rites and six other high officials. Duong Lam's
funeral was delayed for two weeks to wait for their arrival, and
his coffin was placed in the ancestral temple. After a
commemorative service, with an elaborate procession Duong
Lam's body was carried to Tao Khe and laid to rest in the tomb
he had carefully designed. After his death, this village began to
worship my great-grandfather as its guardian spirit.

Continues...

Trong bai S6 phan ky la ciia Mai Elliott, tc gia Nguyén Phong
da viét:

. Mai néi, véi nhiéu nguoi My, Viet Nam chi la mot cugc
chzen tranh va cugc chién dy da ket thic tw 1975. “T) hé ‘nhung
ho khéng biét rang cudc chién dy thie ra van con tiép dién
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ngay cd khi ho da it di va con kéo dai dén mdi sau ndy trong
nhiéu than phan, nhiéu gia dinh nguoi Viét”, Mai Elliott noi.

Piéu quan trong hon, véi Mai Elliott, la viéc chi da giup nguoi
My phan nao hiéu dwoc vé the gioi bi an va su lién ket bén chat
cua nhitng gia dinh Viét Nam.

Sw tro tréu cua lich sw da dwa nhitng nguwoi con cua dong ho
Duong ciing nhu bao gia dinh khdc theo nhitng nga dwong
khac nhau, tham chi vao nhitng hoan canh nghiét nga “huynh
dé twong tan”. Nhung cudi ciing, khong diéu gi ¢6 thé khién ho
lam dirt soi ddy gan két twong chirng nhw rat mong manh dy.”

Gia dinh Mai Elliott tai Hai Ph(‘)ngN nam 1950 - Anh trich tur
cuon sach Cay liéu thiéng

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Duong Van Mai Elliott Web: baomoi.com

- Sacred willow Web: dmmserver.com

340



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN PAI III
3. b6 Kh.

P6 Kh. - P6 Khiém (1956-20 )

D4 Kh. Tén that 1a Pd Khiém, sinh nam 1955 tai Hai Phong,
nhung qué quan Nam Dinh, nim 1954, chia d6i dat nudc, nén
ng ay 20-7-1955, gia dinh di cu vao mién Nam. DS Kh. 16n 1én
tai Saigon, tiéu hoc theo hoc trudng Phap, khi 1én Trung hoc
theo hoc tai Trung hoc Jean-Jacques Rousseaux.

Nam 1969, 1?6 Kh. dugc sang Phap du hoc, t6t nghiép Trung
hoc xong, D6 Kh. theo 9hoc Cao dang Su Pham Ulm ¢ Paris, la
truong chuyén luyén dé thi Thac si (agrégation), ra trudng thi
rot.

DPén nim 1974, B4 Kh. tr& vé Viét Nam, gia nhap quan doi
Viét Nam C(:)ng Hoa, thudc Lién doan 81 Biét Cach Du, nhung
khong dau bang du.

Nam 1975, di tan ra nudc ngoai, dinh cu tai Phap.

Nam 1977, D6 Kh. theo hoc trudng Cao hoc Khoa hoc Xa Hoi
tai Paris (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences sociales), khoa

Phi chéu, noi anh 1a sinh vién da vang duy nhat.

Tir 1979, sébng mot nira thoi gian tai M.
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D6 Kh. 1a mét trong nhitng ngudi sang lap hai to bao Viét tai
California, Hop Luu vao nam 1989 va Tap Chi Tho vao nam
1994.

V& vin chuong kho xép tac gia BS Kh. thudc loai nao, tac
phém bao gé)m tho, van xuoi, kich ban phim, ky, tiéu luan.

Vé tht ngao du da dua P Kh. t6i cac cude chién ¢ Beyrouth
nim 1982 va Sarajevo nam 1995, rdi sang tdn Nicaragua xem
cudc bau cir nam 2006 ctia nude nay.

Tac pham:

- Cay Gay Lam Mua (tap truyén, Tan Thu, 1989)

- Tho D6 Kh. (tap tho, Tan Thu, 1989)

- C6 Nhitng Bwc Minh, Tirc Khéng Thé Néi Ra (tap tho,
Tan Thu, 1990)

- Ky Su Bi Tay (tap ky, Van hoa Thong tin, 1993)

- Khéng Khi Thoi Chwa Chién (tap truyén, Hong Linh,
1993)

- Gimg di bé phiéu (tap tho, 2007)

Trich van:

Téi thich ngdn ngir Cong xi Paris hon ngon ngir c6 do
Versailles

Tt not ban hoc tai truong trung hoc Jean-Jacques Rouseau, toi
nhin thdy mot goc phd Hong Thap Ty, bo rio cta Dinh Poc
Lap va cai diém gac bao vé khoang vuon ¢ bén trong. Ngay tai
diém nay, mot dam dong bét thuong 16n dan, thanh thiéu nién
4o xanh quan trang dong phuc cua cac truong cong lap Viet,
lao xao chuyen minh dang sau riang biéu ngit. Toi kip doc hang
chir di dau — “Pa dao thyc dan van hod Phap!” — trudc khi cau
khau hiéu am i tat vao dén 16p hoc.
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Hom d6 1a vao nam 1967 tai Sai Gon. Nguoi hung cua thoi do,
tuéng dau chai boéng Nguyén Cao Ky vira cit dat quan hé
ngoai giao voi mot nudc Phap mang binh “trung lap” trong
cudc chién Nam-Béc. “Ky, c’est qui?” (Ky 1 ai vay?), 1a cu
hay chir cia mét ong tudng khac, tuéng De Gaulle. Dé rira han
nay, 6ng Thu tuéng mién Nam bén khich dong hoc sinh cong
lap biéu tinh doi dong cira thanh tri con lai cia thuc dan 1a
truong trung hoc Phap Jean-Jacques Rousseau, cuu
Chasseloup-Laubat thoi Pong Duong. Luc d6 t6i dang hoc 16p
bé TG M2 va trude dd ca hoc trinh déu theo chuong trinh
Phap.

Sy cb nay la dip lay dong tinh than quoc gia chu nghia cua mot
ciu bé dang 16n. That ra, toi di ching lay gi 1am hiéu hoc cho
1am, va hoc tai trudng trung hoc nay lai cang khong. Pay 1a co
hoi dé toi doi xét lai viéc t6i phai deo dudi mot hoc trinh ning
mui thuc dan quéa khi, nhit 1a ngay hom 4y, cac anh ho t6i lai
c6 mit trong doan chéng d6i. Khi hoi ba téi: “Sao con lai
khong dugc theo hoc truong Vit nhu moi ngudi?”, té1 nghe
ong bao: “Chuong trinh Phap khic cic truong Viét & chd
chang phai hoc nhoi nhét ma day cach ty minh suy nghi va ¢
dau 6c phan xét.” Khong ké ty ai cta hai ong tudng vira ndi
dén, d6 1a chuyén tay doi giira Voltaire va Khong Tir, va ba toi
han 1a dang 1i.

T6i sang dén Paris vao ndm 1969, chua day chin thang sau su
cd thang Nam (1968), lai tro ngay gﬁn Nha Hat Odéon, noi ba
Duras (han thé va dwong nhién 13 nhu vay) méi vira phan ddi
hé siéu sao ciia cip Sartre-Beauvoir. Nhiing gia tri clia nén
Cong Hoa duoc toi bd tuc ngay bang nhimg gia tri caa (cach
mang) 1968 (“Cam khong dugc cim!”). Truong trung hoc méi,
Michelet lai nhon hon trudng cii ctia toi nhiéu. Hoc sinh dao d6
hop hanh va lién mién bai khod, phe Sauvageot dua doi dich
cac dam Krivine va Mao hay 1a V6 Chinh Phu. Co6 luc ca Hi¢u
truong con bi hoc sinh quan thiic (¢ bén nha 1a viéc t61 da tung
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mo ma khéng thiy) va Hién binh Luu dong duoc triéu vao
truong. Toi van nhd dang xanh xao ctia mot ban hoc (ciing
ngudi Viét va cuyu ddng song tai Jean-Jacques Rousseau trudc
day), mot minh tay cAm dé trong hanh lang day khoi lyu dan
duong dau v6i ca mot tiéu doi cong an non sét dui cui.

“On sinh thanh” cta nudc Phap, trong trudong hop t61 sau ndy
lai cling 1a * ‘Mau quéc ctia moi dan toc” (chi it ciing 1a mau
quéc cua nhiéu dan toc khac ngoai dan toc An Nam). Nam
1977, ti nan tai Phap sau khi lanh phan thua trong cudc chién
Viét Nam, t61i mdi gdp nguoi con gai sau nay trd thanh vg toi
tai Trung tm Arcueil vao dip c6 thi Tu tai. C6 dang tranh mat
cudc chién khéc lac d6 méi bat dau, cude chién Liban. “Nudc
Phap, dat dung thi™?

Cho dén ngay hom nay, cudc hon nhan nay van con giy ngac
nhién hay la thich tha, chinh vi khdang cach van hod “dudong
nhu” giita hai vo chong, nhét 1a tai Hoa Ky, noi chung toi
thanh hon vé sau. Nhung toi di c6 dip tham truong nit Trung
hoc Phap-Liban tai Beyrouth, noi v¢ to61 cling da tirng phai thy
hinh. Mau vang v6i va mau xanh cac canh ctra cling ra cung
mot nham chan khong chiu dung dugc, cho du Beyrouth | han 13
khong am uét bang Saigon, va cung nhiing cay phuong a ay, tuy
¢6 lanh ling hon & do vi tuyén nay, van don di¢u diém 16m
dém cung mot san choi té nhat. Tét nhién, ca hai chung toi déu
da phai hoc cung chung mot sach giao khoa, méi ngudi 6m lo
dang lay phin mot nia (nang phan Lagarde va toi phan
Michard). Ngay dén ca cac thay co, chung t6i con co dip biét
chung. Thuong cac gido vién Phap, sau khi ro1 nhiém tai
Saigon lai co khi chon Beyrouth hay 13 biét ddu day Kabul,
khién t6i c6 duoc didu dé chia sé voi ca Manh su ving Panshir
da khuat nui, Lanh dao (Afghanistan) Massoud, hay 13 v6 khoi
hoc trd, tir Abidjan hay 1a Cotonou cho dén Nam Vang.
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Tiéng me dé cua cac con t6i nay 1a tiéng Phap ching van dung
dé noi chuyén c6 khi nguong nghiu & trong nha. Bén ngoai, 1a
mién Nam Cali, 1a bong 16, 12 cac ¢6 van ndo vién cua doi
Esperanza Aztecs va cac tham co tia vo cung k. Tuong tac cta
t61 voi ba thir tiéng 6 18 cling thé, vi nhu cau va thich Gng chu
ching c6 gi mat thiét than thuong. Tiéng Viét véi t6i 1a ngdn
ngit ra doi, tiéng Phép la tiéng gido khoa va tiéng Anh la tiéng
thuong ngay thong dung, gid phai khoanh vung ra nira thi qua
mét. Viét vin da 1a mot nghé nhoc, vay da du kho roi, viée gi
con lai bit chon lya 16i thoi.

Ca tir Phap duy nhat ma me toi con nam long 1a bai Tung ho
Théng ché Pétain (Toan quyén Phép vao dao dy theo ché do
Vichy). “Nudc Phap cta t61” 1a nudc Phép cua bai hat Ferrat.
Tiéng Phap cua toi 1a tiéng Phap ctia Nam II Cach Mang,
khong phai 1a thi tiéng ctia phan dong thang Thermidor, 1a thir
tiéng cua Paris Cong x4, khong phai 1a tiéng cua cb do
Versailles, 1a ngon ngit cia Tuyén ngon Qudc té Nhan quyén
nam 1947, khong phai 1a ngdn nglr cua Pao luat cAm bich
chuong nam 1881 trén cac mat tuong. Nhung ban s€ bao, do
cung 1a mot thir tiéng cht, nhung t6i khong dong ¥. Toi yéu
thir nay va ghét han tht kia. Néu bat t6i gio di tir dau lai, toi
cling s& van y nhu vay, chi xin lan nay ding bét t6i chia cho
dung va phu hop céc dong tur.

) Courrier international e mﬁnﬂe

Une jeunesse indienne

EN KIOSQUES

“Je préfere la langue de la
Commune 2 celle des
Versaillais”

L'éerivain Do Kh. doit au vietnamien sa naissance, au frangais son
éducation et & l'anglals sen quotidien. ll refuse de chaisir entre les
trais.
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Hoang Xuén Tt dich tir nguyén ban tiéng Phap «Je préfére la
langue de la Commune a celle des Versaillais»,
tuan bao Courrier international s6 802 (16-22/03/2006).

Trich tho:
M,acau hanh
Ban goc, Viét-Quang
Nang hoi
T6i noi
Yi nam danh
Nang noi

Yi nam danh hi t6

Téi néi Ham séch cong Qudng Tong hod
Nang néi Yi nam danh hii té ham séch

T6i néi Séch

Nang héi Séch?

T6i néi Séch swc phan suc oanh tanh syc xa xiu
Téi néi Séch dam xa

Nang néi Séch dam chiu

T6i néi Dam sui dam sam xdp sam nhwng nang khéng hiéu
Toi noi Tia! Ma!

Ma ngo hui Thay Gon[1]

Tia ngo hui Thay Gon

Mua tom kho cu kiéu

Mua La De

De «33»

We say yeah[2]

Téi néi Sam cé danh suc dat cé sanh tai/3]
T6i néi Hau ‘

Nang néi Hau

T6i n6i Hau bang diu

Toi noi Ta ca!
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Toi noi Tiu muyi!

T6i néi can chi xi mui

Nang néi Hau hdu

T6i néi Hau hom

Lon Son Pat

Dt pdch pat

Cau swe xi quac

Nang cam dau géi t6i liic ldc
Toi noi Cong phu su pho

Toi néi L6 Tri Tham troc dau
Nang nhdc cu t6i 1én xoa dau
Nang néi Tiu su pho

Toi noi Ta su pho

Nang noi Tiu su pho

Toi noi (day la) Ta sw pho chir
Pong thanh twong ngir bt twong dong!

(8.3.07)

[1]Sai Gon

[2]Ca tur Cliff Richard “We say yeah”
Mummy says no

Daddy says no

Brother says no

But they all got to go

(Refrain)
Cause we say yeah (yeah-yeah)

[3]Sanh tai = “Xoai tugng” noi 1ai. Ba ngudi an mot trai xoai
tuong.

Ma Giao hanh
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Ban Viét — Han Viét
(Trac-Ty dich)

Nang hoi

T6i noi

Viét Nam nhan

Nang noi

Viéet Nam nhan hdo da

T6i néi bat héi giang Qudng Pong thoai
Nang noi Viét Nam nhan hao da bat héi
T6i noi hoi

Nang hoi hoi?

Toi noi hoi thuc phan thuc gido tu thuc khdu nhuc
T6i néi héi am tra

Nang néi héi am tiru

T6i n6i Am thiry Tam Thdp Tam nhung nang khéng hiéu
Toi noi Tia! Ma!

M nga khir Tay Cong

Tia ngd khir Tdy Cong

Mua tom kho cu kiéu

Mua La De

De «33»

We say yeah

T6i néi Tam cd nhan thwc nhdt cd mang qua
Toi noi Hao

Nang ndi Hao

T6i n6i Hdo bang hitu

Toi noi Pai ca!

Téi néi Tiéu mudi!

Toi ndi gia wng tur toan mai

Nang noi Hao hao

Toi noi Hao han

Luwong Son Bac

Nhat béch bat

Céu thyc trw cot
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Nang cam dau géi t6i hic lic
Toi noi Cong phu sw phu
Téi néi L6 Tri Tham troc dau
Nang nhdc cu t6i 1én xoa dau
Nang néi Tiéu sw phu
T6i noi Pai sw phu
Nang néi Tiéu sw phu
T6i noi (ddy la) Bai su phu chir
Pong thanh tiwong ngir bt twong dong!

Ao Mén hanh
Ban Han Viét
(Trac-Ty dich)

Tha vin
Ngd thuyét
Viét Nam nhan
Tha thuyét
Viet Nam nhan hao tu
Ngd thuyét bat héi giang Qudng Pong thoai
Tha thuyét Viét Nam nhén hao ti bat hoi
Ngd thuyét hji
Tha van héi?
Nga thuyet hoi thue phan thyc gido tir thuc khdu nhuc
Nga thuyet hoi am tra
Tha thuyét hoi am tiru
Ngd thuyét Am thity Tam Thdp Tam kha tha bdt dong
Ngd thuyét Pa! Ma!
Ngd thuyét ngd ma khir Ho Chi Minh thi
Ngd thuyét ngd da khir Ho Chi Minh thi
Mai can ha théng dau
Mai ty tiru
«33» ty tuu
We say yeah
Ngd thuyét Tam cd nhén thic nhdt cé mdng qua
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Ngd thuyét Héo

Tha thuyét Hdo

Nga thuyét Hdo bang hitu

Ngad thuyet Dai ca!

Nga thuyetT iéu mudi!

Nga thuyet gia ung tw toan mai

Tha thuyét Hao hdo

Ngd thuyét Hdo hdn

Luong Son Bac

Nhat béch bat

Cdu thyc trw cot

Tha nd triede ngd tat cdi dao dao
Nga thuyet Cong phu sw phu

Ngd thuyét Lé Tri Tham quang dau
Tha nd khoi ngd dwong cu ma ky dau
Tha thuyét Tiéu su phu

Ngd thuyét Pai su phu

Tha thuyét Tiéu sw phu

Ngd thuyét gid thi Pai su phu ba
DPong thanh twong ngit bt tiwong dong!

P17
Ban viét chtr Han
(Trtc-Ty dich)
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Ao men xing
Ban pinyin
(Trtc-Ty dich)

Ta wen

Wo shuo

Yue-nan ren

Ta shuo Yue-nan ren hao duo

Wo shuo bu hui jiang Guang—dong hua
Ta shuo Yue-nan ren hao duo bu bui
Wo shuo hui

Ta wen hui?

Wo shuo hui shi fan shi jiao zi shi kou rou
Wo shuo hui yin cha
Ta shuo hui yin jiu

Wo shuo yin shui san shi san ke ta bu dong

Wo shuo Die! Ma!

Wo ma qu Huzhiming shi
Wo ba qu Huzhiming shi
Mai gan xia cong tou
Mai pijiu

«33»pijiu

We say yeah

Wo shuo san ge ren shi yi ge mang guo
Wo shuo hao

Ta shuo hao

Wo shuo hao pengyou
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Wo shuo dage

Wo shuo xiaomei

Wo shuo jiayingzi suanmei

Ta shuo hao hao

Wo shuo hao han

Liang Shan Bo

Yi bai ba

Gou chi gutou

Ta na zhe wo xigai yao yao

Wo shuo gongfu shifu

Wo shuo Lu Zhi Shen guang tou
Ta na qi wo yangju mo qi tou
Ta shuo xiao shifu

Wo shuo da shifu

Wo shuo zhe shi da shifu ba
Tong sheng xiang yu bu xiang tong

Chu thich cua tac gia:

Bai nay, néu chi ¢ ban gdc (Viét-Quang) thi ching ra nghia 1y
gi nhot nhat, va nhu vy, xin dugc xem cac ban da cit cong
gilip vao viéc thuc hién hoanh trang nay, Bui Chat va nhat 13
Trac-Ty nhu nhimg dong tac gia.

Céch phién am 1 sd tir trong bai:

Cin chi = Céanh chi: Gia ng tir (c4-ying chi.i — am Quang
Dong).

Xi mui: toan mai (xtil mui — am QD).

Xi quach: tru ¢t (chii quach — am QD).

Thue (£) = ngat ("2): n (Tiéng Quang Dong quen dung
«thycy thay vi «ngat» nhu trong tiéng pho thong Trung Quoc)
hu t6 = hao da (?): rat nhiéu, chd nay con chut nghi van, néu
ding nhu vay thi ban Viét-Han Viét sé stra “hdo ti” thanh “hao
da”.
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Theo mot sé ngudi thi ban dich Han Viét nén dé 1a “Ho Chi
Minh thi”, vi “Tay Cong” rat it nguoi TQ blet va lai ban trén
da c6 “Tay Cong” rdi, ban Han Viét 1a 4m c6 ma dung “Ho Chi
Minh thi” méi vui.

lién khic (dwong dai)
Em khoc di em khéc niva di em!

Nude mdt theo em di vé voi chong gid bang con mong.
Pém nay gdp nhau lan cudi thiwong nhé biét bao gio ngudi
(nguoi)

phu ti roi c6 phai khéng Mot minh t6i bude

(di)

am tham Nguoi di di ngoai  pho nhé dang xira mit mung
Nhin vao phé vang 16i quen nhin vao ngé téi khong tén
Chanh long nhé dén

(nguoi)

véu Nay em hoi con duong em

(di)

do con

(dwong)em theo d6 sé Pua em sang séng chiéu xira
Nghiéng bong

(dai)

dén soi budc chan diu em qua thi trdn téi chiic em ngdy
mai hoa gam ngoc nga luén vy quanh cd cudc doi Thi théi
em nhé dii thwong yéu hay dau ciing thé théi Nao ngo
ngung cung dan cudi dm tham téi bude 1é loi

(Nguoi di)

di ngoai | phé chiéu ndng rét bén séng cau xin toc em con
mdu xanh xin ma em con hong va méi em van nong Nang
nhu cing co

(gam nham)

néi buon giong t6i Ai di chinh chién xdy ddp

(twong lai)
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Pirng sau nhe em tinh yéu la nhitng ngéi sao bay véo trong
dém Dé lam mady cao trén dau nii nhitng d thu sang c6
chanh long Mot lan

la

(tram nam)

(mot)

tram phan tram Két 1én ta do mau hoa cudi gdc tro buon
don céi phé nhé ving thém mét nguoi

Ba ldu réi déi lira song doi noi Nghe

(tiéng)

muwa roi nirc no con tim nhe nhw hoi

(tho)

ciia ngueoi minh yéu Bén chong vong tay du yém thdy minh
nang vo chang quen dnh dén nhat nhéo xanh xao bang
hodng nhip phé lao dao Swong gidng kin mo nhat nhoa wéc
mo Tra lgi cho em lau thiwong géac nhé Oi nhitng dém thit
(dai)

hon nghe thiwong nhé ai Cudc tinh dé da thodt xa tam tay
Ving xa ddn gié van vicong

(nhe)

G6t chan hong théi hetphzeu du Tan dém anh chwa ngi léu
swong in béng trang gay Tiéng hat em con ddy Hai dita ta
di hai dwong Chuwea vui phiit gdy dep to duyén ma sau da
goi

(ténh)

tén
Pém nay em vé vé dau vé ddau?
(12/01/98)
ba quan gia

Chao Khiéng da nhan dwoc hinh va
dién thu thay rat dep va buon
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Thdt ra khéng c6 buon nhung rat
riéng tw thanh thir chi cé thé

la doc gia nhung nguoi doc bao
gio cling riéng co y xem mot

Truyén vé confetti bi danh
mat trén mot con tau bién tw
hoi (khéng biét Cameron cé
danh cap dé ding cho Tita

Nic) hém nay mat mét birc twong
tw hoi (trong nha co chang thira
nhiéu vach) tw héi ¢ cira hang
banh mi (sao ba hang lai trong

Gidng nhw mét cdi banh ngot vé
voi) tw hoi moi nguoi déu cé
thdy moi thir nhw la mét lodi
théng diép mdc dii rat khoé biét

N6 muén néi gi tién trinh ciia
nhitng két ludn hay: ai ciing c¢é
thé nghi nay nghi kia va nght
thé nao ciing chang cé gi ddng

Pé y “ nhung suy tw nay khong
trong tam ciia ba quan gia va

do thé khéng dwoc khai trién voi
nhitng thanh qua gat hai cé thé

T6i tw héi la néu doi anh
la mot tiéu thuyét thi da den
luc bat dau nén viet) Bich Nga
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(10/12/00)
kiéu

Em ddu biét néi tiéng Anh,
chi bdp bém vai cdu ddu hiéu hét.
Thiét ra tui em gap nhau
chi ¢é hai lan trong qudn bin riéu,
sau d6 cudi luén. — Anh dy
lam gi? — That nghiép. — Biét vdy sao van
ldy? — Em méi hoc hét 1op
5, khong viéc lam, nha ngheo, em dong.
Dao do, em nghi chi ldy
Tay la c6 thé givp gia dinh, ddu
ngo khé an dén thé! — Sao
khéng vé My? - Khong nghé ngong, lam gi
c6 tien dé bdo lanh em!
— Hién gio cudc song thé nao? — Thi phai
song nho! Moi ngay dnh phat
30 ngan, bao: Phdi xdi hét, khéng
thiva ciing khong dwgc thiéu. Vi
phdi givip gia dinh, em nhin budi sdng;
trua com hop, 16i com bui
via hé. Tan tién lam méi dw dwoc
it ngan nhung nho nguoi khdc
@ik ginm, dé anh ta thdy la bi
phat ngay. — Bdang cdch ndo? Duwong
nhuw nho lai nhitng tran phat don khung
khiép, X. rom rém 1é: — Chdng
han nhw cho ngiri miii toa-lét, cdt
khdu phan an hang ngay, coi
hét do quan va di vong quanh phong
lu v san duc 1 toa thién nhién*

cho anh xem.
(7-01)
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Trong bai D6 Kh. ké gidi hodc, nha phé binh Pang Tién da viét
vé Bo Kh.:

“Trong Khéng khi thoi chwa chién, D6 Kh. c6 hodi nghi,
thdm chi c6 khuée tir mét sé gid tri co ban cia truyén théng.
Nhung thai do tie khwoce khong tiéu cuc. Nguwoc lai con tich cuc
vi nhdn danh mét niém vui méi, mét hanh phuc moi, don gian
va diém dam. Hién nay, khong_ mdy nha van nha tho tin vdo
niém vui va hanh phiic nhir P6 Kh. da ngay thang tuyén bo.
Tdc pham anh lanh manh, xdy dung ¢ ché dé : né xdc minh
dwoc tw do va hanh phic con nguoi trong mot thoi dai mor,
trén mét thé gidi méi. Thé giGi dy, xwa kia bao la, bdy gl(r vao
truyén B6 Kh. than thuéc nhw canh lang qué cé ao sen, c6 tric
moc dau dinh, véi cdu chuyén ngot bui am lanh, mwea hé ncfng
chdi. P6 Kh. dwea nhitng dia danh xa la vao khung canh thén
mdt. Mai kia nhitng Beirut, Paris, Santa Ana ciia P6 Kh. sé tro
thanh nhitng Tiéu Twong, nhitng Tam Dwong, hay la nhitng
Chiia Hurong, kinh Vinh Té ngay nay.

Péng gop ciia D6 Kh. vao tw twong, tinh cam Viét Nam la quan
trong. Dong gop cua anh vao ngon ngir va van hoc khong nho.
Toi mung anh. Ky thuc la mung nhau. Mung nhau khi vieon
ngheo, khi vieon nhau con tan tién né duoc cho nhau mét canh
hoa. Thir hoa la cua loai hoa dep. Mot canh hoa hen wdc ring
hoa.

Pod hoa twoi cho nhitng cdp méi gan. Ring hoa gan cho mét
chang duwong xa.”

Tai liéu tham khao:
- P4 Kh. Web: tienve.org

- T6i thich ngén ngit Cong xd Paris hon ngén ngit co doé
Versailles Web: tienve.org

358



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

4. Nguyén Qui Pirc

Nguyén Qui Pirc ( 1959 -20 )

Nguyen Qui Duc sinh nam 1959 tai Da Lat. Nam 1968, trong
tran Tong tan cong Tét Mau Than, than phu ong 1a cong chirc,
bi bit cAm ti dén 12 nam.

Nam 1975, 6ng dén My dinh cu, tbt nghiép dai hoc nganh
truyén théng tai San Francisco. Sau thoi gian day hoc tai
Indonesia vao dau thap nién 1980, 6ng lam vi¢c 2 nam cho Vu
Vién dong cua dai BBC tai London, r6i vé My sinh hoat trong
nganh truyén thong, cong tic voi dai phat thanh cong cong
KALW va viét bai cho cac bao San Francisco Examiner, Asian
Wall Street Journal Weekly, Los Angeles Times, San Jose
Mercury News, v.v...

Ong ciing 1am x3 luan vién cho hé thong phat thanh toan qudc
National Public Radio (NPR), duoc giai xuat sic ciia Hiép hoi
Bao chi Hai ngoai tai Hoa Ky (Overseas Press Club of
America) sau khi vé Viét Nam thyuc hién cac bai phong sy nam
1989. Sau mot thoi gian cong tac v4i nhidu co quan truyen
thong phuc vu cho ngudi Viét va cac cong dong thiéu sd tai
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New York, Texas va California, 6ng vé San Francisco 1am chu
bién va nguoi dan tin trong chuong trinh Pacific Time, mot
chuong trinh phat thanh toan Hoa Ky chuyén vé A chau.

Nam 2001, 6ng dugc co quan ’tru’yén thong “A Media” chon
vao danh sach “25 Nguoi My goc A dang chu y nhat”.

Nguyén Qui Dirc 1a tac gia cudn hdi ky Where the Ashes Are
(Addison-Wesley, 1994), dong chu bién hai tuyén tap Vietnam:
A Travelers’ Literary Companion (Whereabouts Press) va
Once Upon A Dream (Andrew & McMeel). Ong 1a dich gia
cudn Behind the Red Mist cua Hd Anh Thai va The Time Tree
ctia Hitu Thinh, doat giai chung két Dich thuat nam 2003 cua
Hi¢p hdi Phé binh Van hoc tiéu bang California.

Nguyén Qui Ptc dich truyén va tho cua nhiéu nha vin, tho
trong va ngoai nudc nhu Phung Nguyén, Nguyén Huy Thiép,
Lé Minh Khug, Nguyén B4 Trac, Mai Kim Ngoc, Trinh Cong
Son, v.v... dugc dang tai trén nhiéu tap chi va tuyén tap vin
ngh¢ nhu Zyzzyva, Manoa Journal, Watermark, ... Cac sang
tac cua ong da dugc dang tai trén Hop Luu, Van, Van Hoc,
Under Western Eyes, Vestiges of War, Manoa Journal,
Salamander-...

Dau thap nién 1990, 6ng 1a sang 1ap vién nhom vin but Ink &
Blood, khuyén khich dbi thoai trong va ngoai nudc giita cac
van nghé si nhiéu thé hé, t6 chic nhiéu budi ndi chuyén, trung
bay tranh, chiéu phim, gidi thidu sach va tac pham, va dung vo
kich A Soldier Named Tony, soan theo truyén ngin cta Lé
Minh Khueé.

Nam 1995, 6ng dugc moi lam nghé si thuong tra tai Trung tam
Nghé thuat Villa Montalvo. Gan ddy nhét, nim 2005, phong su
truyén hinh China: Shanghai Nights cia ong, thuc hién cho
FrontlineWorld thuéc hé thong truyén théng Public
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Broadcasting Service (PBS), dugc chung giai Edward R.
Murrow Award for Best TV Interpretation or Documentary on
International Affairs cling cua Hi€p héi Bao chi Hai ngoai tai
Hoa Ky, va ong dugc tang giai chuyén nghi¢p cua phan khoa
xa hdi hoc truong dai hoc UC Berkeley va Quy Alexander
Gerbode Foundation.

Nam 2006, 6ng vé & ludn tai Ha Noi, md mot ctra hang Tadioto
trén pho Triéu Viét Vuong ¢ Ha Noi, ching ta hady doc mdt
doan noi vé Tadioto dang trén web ctia SOI (soi.com.vn).

Tadioto ban dau 13 mot cira hang ban do choi, ky vat trang tri
la, ndm ¢ giita phd Triéu Viét Vuong, sat vach quan ca phé
Cong. D choi trong cira hang phan 16n ty tay ong chu - nha
van Nguyen Quy Dtic — ché tao ra: tir by xuong biét hat, nhay
muaa, dén nhitng con lgn bing gd kich thudc du loai to nho,
hodc 1a bat lira cii duge son sta lai... Cudi nam 2008, Tadioto
dong ctra, dé rodi xuat hién mot Tadioto khéc tai dia diém khac
(nhung van nam trén phé Triéu Viét Vuong): Tadioto-Bar-Vin
hoa.

Tadioto la mot kiéu goi khac cua Ta-di-6-t6, nira Tdy, nia Viét,
ciing giong hét éng chii ciia né nira Viét, mra Tdy: Dang nguoi
to cao, khuén mdt tron, mdt tinh anh, miii cao, rdu quai nén
lam tam bac (mét khuén mdt dé goi nhé dén nha van My
Ernest Hemingway), noi tiéng Viét co doi tir ngong nghiu (vi la
goc Hue) dap 107 nguoi cao tudi ciing nhw tré nhé déu cing
tiéng “vang”, vdy ma an vdn thieong do den, (thi thoing do
trang) cdi khuy tét, quan ba ba bang vai nhuém thé, khong cé
bat chude mot nong dan Viét Nam thudc thap nién 30, ma vi
ong thich sw thodi mdi cia loai y phuc nhuw the.

Diél"l Z‘Z’Ch‘T adioto lfhiém ion, chiébf rong chi 3 mét, nhung lai co
4 tang lau, du dé c6 phong trién lam, phong sinh hoat hoi
hop... Ban ghe ciing gian di (den ky quac): ban vuong cii, ghe
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bing son, ghé xa-léng chdc chan khéng mdi, nhw thé nha nao
dé bo di thi nha van Neguyén Quy Pirc xin lai, tham chi la bé
ghé dwa bang g6 cii théch (thwong thdy & cdc gia dinh cong
chire Viet Nam nhitng nam 70, 80 thé ky trudc, bén canh tu ly,
dai chay bang coi, vo tuyén 14" den trang ) ciing duoc trung
dung. Dén cira ra vao bar ciing khéong glau noi vé cii ky, chu
quan lung mua lgi tir mot thon nho o gan Tam Dao. Tuwong
qudn bén phia duc bé ba dé 19 gach tran, ddy dién chay loang
ngoang. Theo 16i nha vian Nguyén Quy Pirc, T adioto “co mot ti
London, mot ti Tokyo, mot ti New York.” D6 uong c6 siva chua
nep ta, ca phé, tra, sinh 16, coc tai, bia, ruwou... do dn ciing
“ham ba lang”: sushi, banh xéo, bin cha, sandwzch Ay vay
ma qudn luén déng khach, nhdt la nhitng t6i ¢é chwong trinh
doc tho, gap go nha van/dich gia/nha nghién ciu, choi nhac
ngau himg, nghé thudt trinh dién hay sdp dat, chiéu phim, hat
ca tril... thi nguoi nguoi phai chen nhau dé dimg.

Muia Hé nim 2007, Nguyén Qui Pirc mua mét khu dat 500
thudc vuong, trén trién nti Tam Pao, cach Ha Noi 2 gio di xe,
sau d6 ong xay nha nghi mat, dung cta kinh dé nhin thy nui
non trung diép, md swong, c6 hd boi, c6 phong cho khach nghi
dém, thiét ké nhu mot can nha & qué.
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Sinh hoat Tadioto do mdt héi tir thi€n & MY tai tro (mdi nim
danh cho mudi nguoi 1am viée vé cong dong tot: tir chong
chién tranh hat nhan dén chim nom nhimg ngudi vo gia cu...
nham gitup ho séng va lo viéc ca nhan).

Ong da dich 6 kich ban tir Viét sang Anh ngir cua cic tac gia
bang Nhat Minh, Phan Pang Di, Nhat Linh, Vuong DPuc ...1a
Bién tap vién cua tap chi Van hoc A Chéu c6 tru so tai Héng
Kong, Nguyén Qui Purc dang chon lya, truyén, tho van clia nha
van Viét Nam dich ra Anh Van dé gidi thi€u Van hoc Viét
Nam ra nudc ngoai, cing muc dich nay, 6ng mong muén dich
tac phém cua nhac si Trinh Cong Son va kich tic gia Luu
Quang Vii. Nguoc lai, ong mudn dung Tadioto dé gidi thiéu
van hoc Palestine, Indonesia, Iran, A Rap cho nguoi Viét Nam.

Pén nam 2008, 6ng tim dugc mot dia diém méi nén dong cira
Tadioto D6 Choi, m¢ mot Tadioto Bar-Gallery.
Hién Nguyén Qui Dirc sdng va lam viée ¢ Ha Noi.
Tac pham:
- Where the Ashes Are (Addison-Wesley, 1994)
- A Travelers’ Literary Companion (dong chu bién,
Whereabouts Press) .
- Once Upon A Dream (ddng chu bién, Andrew &
McMeel)

- Behind the Red Mist (dich cua HO Anh Thai)
- The Time Tree (dich ctia Hiru Thinh)

Trich van:

Loa phong thanh trong nhirng ngon ngir khac nhau
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2

T nguyén tac “Loudspeakers in Different Languages
cua Nguyen Qui Dirc
trén blog diaCritics ngay 20.05.2010

Chuyén ngir: Phung Nguyén & Nguyén Qui Duc

Hét chién tranh roi. Toi mimg qua. Ngu dugc roi. Subt thang
tu vira qua, to6i chang ngu nghé gi duoc.

Thang rdi, chién tranh bung nd rén ran. Vang, cai cudc chién
d0, ban biét t6i noi vé chuyén gi roi. Cai vu tranh cii linh tinh,
cha c6 nghia 1y gi dbi v6i nhiéu nguodi. Chuyén da thay doi
nudc My, va ca Viét Nam nira. N6 khong chiu xéo di. Chuyén
nay that ra dd cham dat vao cudi thang tu, 35 nim vé trudc,
nhung no van ctr ling ving & day.
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Loa phat thanh c6ng cong 1a mot phan trong doi séng Ha Noi
d3d miy muoi nim nay. Tin tic va sdc 1énh nha nuéc. Ning
xuét va tham nhiing. K& hoach x3 hoi trong tuan. Hop dang.
Quy dinh méi cua phudng vé chuyén db rac va dau xe. Quan
nhac.

Ba nam trudc, khi toi vira don vé day, miy cai loa phuong nay
dd b6t dn a0. Nhan dan than phién. Cha c6 ai that su lang nghe
chung. Chung gy tric tré cho viéc mua viéc ban. Chung can
tro nhiéu ngudi dang ging doc cac tin tic khac trén mang.
Chung néi nguoc lai nhing diéu nguoi ta trai nghiém trong doi
song.

T6i nghe néi c6 ngudi 1én tréo 1én néc nha vao budi toi nhu ké
trom va nhoai nguoi ra dé cat miy soi day loa. Nguoi khéc thi
héi 16 cong nhan nha nudc dé xoay cai hong loa 1én troi va cau
nguyén cho troi d6 mwa. C6 mot thoi gian, dudng nhu may cai
loa phuong biét nghe 15i nguoi dan. Chung im bat, hodc nho
giong dan.

Hoa ra toi cha biét cai gi het hé¢ thdng loa phuong van song
nhan rang. Thang Tu vira r0i, may cai loa lai 1én tleng Lai la
chuyén chién tranh. 8h sang, 4h chiéu, 8h toi. Chién tranh,
chién tranh, chién tranh.

Trong thoi chién, may cai loa phong thanh nhét dinh 1a ¢6 ich.
Coi hy, bao dong phong khong, thong bao Iénh so tan va tim
noi tra an. Thang rdi, khi nhimg chiéc loa phuong hoat dong
tré lai, c¢6 1& chiing dd nhic nho thé hé 16n tudi vé nhitng ngay
thang dau thuwong, gian kho, khi oanh tac co My doi bom
xubng khap néo phd phuong. “Sam rén” hoic nhiing chién dich
danh dam nghe rat kinh hai.

Hién gio thi lai c6 mdt thé hé moi. Va nhiing diéu phat ra tu
may chiéc loa phong thanh doi véi thé hé nay chi don gian la
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nhimg the lam nham kho chiu. N6 khong dé ai ngu, hoic
thuong thire mot ly ca phé; no géy kho khan cho viéc nghe
nhac bang céi i-pod.

Va chiing noi vé diéu ma cha ai trong cai thanh ph6 nay mudn
nghe. Chien tranh Viét Nam.

bung 1a ho lam that 16n chuyén vé cai chién thing ngay Xua.
Tin t6i di, 35 nam sau, cai chién thing d6—giai phong mién
Nam” va “thdng nhat dat nudc”—Ia chuyén dai su. Co ngudi
bao rang d6 chi 1a cach dang Cong san bao tri vi tri “ngdi sao
bac dau” cua minh. Ching t6i da danh bai mét nuée Iom.
Chiing t6i thong nhat dat nuwée. Nhimg diéu nhu vay cu lap di
1ap lai trén loa phong thanh hau nhu sudt thang Tu.

Trong khi d6, lai ¢6 ngudi cho rang “chiing t6i” danh bai nudc
16n chi dé dau hang trudc sirc manh kinh té va mon ga chién
Kentucky cua ho vai thap ky sau d6. Va c6 nguoi khac cling
no6i vé “théng nhat,” chi ¢ diéu ho lai mudn biét vé nhimng gi
d3 co thé xay ra néu dit nude théng nhat duéi mot chinh thé
khéc.

Gh¢ tham Sai Gon, mot nguoi ban géc Ha noi ao ude, “Doi khi
minh uéc gi nguoi My, nguoi Phap dé ¢ lai lau hon. Cho mién
Bic c6 dugc mot chut coi mo cua Sai Gon.” C6 ay dang noi
den sy cOl mo vé kién trac, duong sa rong rdi, xdy cdt ngin
nap, va vé nhitng quan hang va hé phd noi nguoi dan cong khai
1am 4n budn ban, vui choi ma khong bi phién ha boi cong an va
dam quan lai. Va c6 ciing 4m chi dén cung cach ctia ngudi dan
Sai Gon, nghi sao ndi vay, that tha, théng than.

C6 ban thudc vé mot thé hé chua tung that sy tham nghiém vé
chién tranh Viét Nam ngoai nhitng diéu duoc day ¢ hoc dudng.
Nhimng hy sinh gian khd va quyét tim cua thé hé cha ong,
nhimg hanh dong anh hing dé danh bai ké thu vi dai va tan
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bao. Mot vai diéu 1a chuyén that, nhung cung voi thoi gian, co
dang hoc dugc thém nhicu diéu khac.

Tré lai Ha N1, ¢6 va cac nguoi ban dén du budi noi chuyén
ctia ba nha vian My gdc Viét & phong tranh va dong thoi 1a
quan cafe¢ do t6i quan ly. C6 bao tiéng Anh cua c6 khong du dé
hiéu toan bd nhiing gi dwoc phat biéu, nhung cb bit dau cam
biét dugc cau chuyén nhu thé nao. D6 1a nhimg didu ma cac
nha vin Ben Tran va Andrew Lam di noi vé trong mot budi toi
¢ phong tranh. Ho néi vé chién bai, vé nhting co hi méi, vé ky
urc cua mot Viét Nam khac.

Ciing khong may ngudi dén du budi néi chuyén, nhung nhiing
ngudi di dén nghe, khi di ra thi bao rang nhitng diéu nhir viy
chira hé dwoc phat biéu cong khai ¢ Ha Néi. Pung y chang.
Lam gi c6 thé nghe duoc nhimng diéu nhu thé trén may cai loa
cong cong! (Pon xem mot bai viét khac vé nhimg gi xdy ra sau
khi Andrew Lam va dam ban nha bao déng su cua anh ro1 khoi
quéan café ciia t6i. Ban bé than hiru bi tham van, nhitng nguoi
t6i khong ua thich 1im kéo dén quan cia toi... Nhung ddy la
mot truyén dai khéc).

Va nguoi ban Ha Noi cua téi cling bao rang Viét Kiéu bi dm
boi chién tranh Viét Nam.

Lai dung y chang! Toi khong néi thang nhu vy, ma cd ging
giai thich cho ¢6 1a do “hoan canh dua day.” Trong khi khong
mudn dao x6i mai chi d&& chién tranh Viét Nam, mot s6 van
nghé s Viét Nam ¢ hai ngoai cir “dugc” yéu cau dé lam nhu
thé. Hay trao cho ching t6i cudc chién tranh cia ban, kinh
nghiém cua ban, lich sir toi nghiép cua ban, bi kich cd nhan
ciia ban, dé ching t6i c6 thé hiéu ra minh da lam gi trén ddt
nude cac ban trong chién tranh, dé ching téi biét phai lam gi
voi cdi cam gidc tgi l6i mdp mo' ciia ching t6i. Mot s6 ngudi
viét khac ¢ hai ngoai thi nhat dinh cam thay can thiét phai ké ra
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cau chuyén chién tranh ctia ho—chung chua hé dugc ké ra ¢ bat
ctr noi chon nao khéc.

T6i ctr udng whiskey Ai Nhi Lan, con nguoi ban thi dang udng
mot mén rat My, loai Bourbon thude tiéu bang Kentucky. Co
ban lai tip tuc, Nhung tai sao mdy nguoi khéng chiu cho cudc
chién vao qud khir di?

Chung t6i d4 cb, va dang c6 gang thém nita. Toi noi, d6 1a con
nguoi cua ching téi. Chung toi1 bi budc trd thanh nhiing con
ngudi nhu thé. Mot 16p nguoi bi but gdc, bimg ré, hai chir
“chién tranh” khac sdu trén mit, trong tim, va trong nhiing san
phém ma dam chung t61, nhitng nha lam phim, nha bdo, hoa s,
nha van, nha tho, v.v... tao ra. Chang t6i ludn nhé dén cudc
chién.

T6i ludn nghi rang chinh 14 ngudi dan trong nudce khong nhé
dén cudc chién. Trude hét, cudc séng kho nhoc ngay sau khi
chién tranh chdm dirt da khong cho phép ngudi ta gim nham
qué khir. That v nghia d€ nghi vé nhimng gian kho da qua khi
nguoi ta dang ngoi ngop trong nhimg gian nan mai. Roi khi
kinh té duoc mé ra va dat nudc tro nén kha gia hon, mot thé hé
tré trung hon lai chi thich huéng vé twong lai, noi c6 xe SUV
va i-pod va truong dai hoc qudc té va nhac hip-hop...

Nhimg cai loa phuong van nhé veé chlen tranh Viét Nam va
chién thing ciia nguoi ta 35 nam vé trude. Nhung vai nguoi
khac & Viét Nam c6 vé nhur da tiém nhiém thoi quen clia ngudi
MyJ, ctr coi nhitng vu ky niém lich st 1a co hdi di choi mot
chuyén ngén han, hoic mua hang dai ha gia ¢ cac thuong xa
dia phuong. O thon qué thi c6 thé khac mot chat, nhung ¢ Ha
Nbi, ctr séng méi trong quéa khir 1a chuyén vo bo.

Vay d6, sau khi Lé Thi Diém Thuy, mot nha van My gbc Viét
khac, cham dut phan trinh dién va phan trich doc cudn The
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Gangster We Are All Looking For cua cd, nhitng nguoi ban dia
phuong cua toéi tu lai & quay ruou voi chai whiskey Jack
Daniels va binh pham vé ndi &m anh cua ching toi.

Khé cho ho ¢6 thé hiéu duoc ndi oai dm trong viéc chinh cai
am anh vé chién tranh Viét Nam ciing 1am cho nhiing nguoi
nhu Lé Thi Diém Thuy dién 1én. N6i 4m anh ciia nguoi My. Va
chung t6i, nhimg van nghé si hai ngoai phai 1én tiéng. Lé Thi
Diém Thuy da lam mat bai tho véi cau “Viét Nam khong phai
12 mét cudce chién” duoc to dam.

Toi giai thich cho nhiing ngudi ban Ha N6i 1a ddm nghé si tha
phuong chiing t6i dong hai vai tro. Chung toi can gin giit ky
{rc, va trong cting mot lic, phai d6i thoai véi mot dam thinh gia
hau nhu khong hiéu duoc Viét Nam 1a mot x& s&, mot dat
nude, mot nén van hoéa, mot dan toc. Cai do, nguoi ban tré o,
12 mot van nan On do, to tudng cua chiing t6i. Lam thé nao dé
ngudi ta hiéu rang ngudi Viét Nam khong chi gom ¢ nhiing
ndng dan trong bd ba ba den mang AK 47 chay lung tung trong
dia dao va bi miy thang dich tén 1a Rambo ban tan xac? Viét
Nam 1a mot dat nudc, khong phai 1a mdt an du thuan tién cho
nhitng gi nuéc My dang trai qua ¢ nhitng noi nhu Iraq hay
Afghanistan.

Vé sinh song ¢ day, toi vui vi c6 duoc co hoi mang tiéng néi
clia van nghé si xa xtr dén v6i ngudi trong nude. Ching toi tre
vé, va v6i nhiing tic pham nghé thudt ciia minh, vai nguoi
chung toi chinh sira dugc ci hinh anh “Viét kiéu 1a ké thi cua
nhan déan,” hodc 1a nhimng thi “troc phi dan don.” Ching toi
néi vé 1an chién bai 35 nam trude, vé sy khiém ton bat nguén
tir tii nhuc, vé nhiing gian nan va thing loi & nhiing noi chén
khac trén thé gidi.

D6 1a mot nhém thinh gia nho, khong thé so sanh duoc véi s6
nguoi bi mat ngu vi may cai loa phuong. Chung t6i va nhitng
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c4i loa cing noi vé cung mot diéu. Vé cudce chién tranh khong
chiu roi bo chiing ta, nhat 1a ¢ vao thoi diém cua nhing 18 “chu
nién.” Nhung nhu Ben Tran, nhu Andrew Lam, nhu Lé Thi
Diém Thuy, ching t6i ndi vé qua khtr véi nhitng tinh than
khac. Chung t6i khong phai la nhitng cai loa phuong. Va
nhirng cai loa nay thi khong n6i ndang nhu ching toi.

Chung ta da hét chién tranh. Khong con ho hét tranh c@i. Da 35
nam roi con gi. Nhung ching ta s& con tiép tuc ndi tiéng noi
cua riéng minh 35, 40, hodc 50 ndm nira trude khi chung ta noéi
cing mot ngdn ngir. Biét dau ddy, co khi chién tranh Viét Nam
s& khong bao gio' cham dirt.

Trich tho:
At birth

At the time of my birth

red ass, closed eyes,

1 heard my mother say, son,

live decently, that when you have a child
it would have an asshole.

They say evil people
give birth to kids with no asshole.

Such an unkind thing to say.
Unkind.

But I am afraid

Fifty years after my mom’s advice
I am worried people like me

Red eyes, darkness in the heart,
Would give birth to a child

That has nothing but an asshole.
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When I have a child
1 will be the father of an asshole.

Tur hém lgt long

Tw hom lot long

dit con do, mat nhdam nghién
me bdo, cir & hién, con g
mai sau de con

con co hdu mon

Nguoi ta bao
nguoi ac sanh con khong co 1o dit

néi nhw thé diing la vé hdu.
Vé hau.

nhung toi so:

50 nam sau khi me t6i nhan nhii minh
toi cir lo

nguoi nhu toi,

mdt do ngau, tam den t6i

sanh con khong co gi

ngoai cai hau mon.

Ngay nao co con N

Téi sé la cha cua mot 16 dit.
Language

You hear my native tongue

and think it liquid—a language

in which even wild grasses
reply in rhyme.
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I don’t know what’s liquid
but here:

Ném dé he veé

Hué ling o

Xac nguoi

Nhiéu hon xdc ve ve.

That year, summer came,
Hué turned quiet again.
Human bodies outnumbered
cicada shells.

In your native language
breath is word, is spirit.

In mine, breath is fragility.
Théu thao, thoi thép.

In my tongue, death is constant.
I can’t think of an adequate translation
for what remains: losses, losses.

In Hué, we say, mat mat, mat mat.

When I speak of suffering
you alone know I tire of it;
others want me to carry on
so they think they can learn
something of losses—
They could never.

They have stolen countless countries:
yours and mine, and are stealing them
still. They have stolen their own country
from their own people.
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And they ask you and me about losses?

Listen: among the leaves, in the wind,
hear still the murmurs of the masses.
Quanh day con tieng oan hon ni non.

You learned how to say the rosary
with scented beads. I live still
with the scent of incense burning
at a thousand funerals

that summer in Hué.

I owe you more than apologies,

but no more words. I have talked always

of memory and suffering, given details

of where the skin was torn, the unbelievable,
unhealing scars. And I’ve talked until

I no longer know who you are.

I thank you, for times I couldn’t see

that you remember, times I stayed blind.

My eyes still see nothing but what passed
long ago. I wait for some future that can put
my many parts back together.

But raindrops won’t go back into clouds.
May thuo mwa roi nuwdc nguoc Vé troi.

September was when we last spoke—
but you no longer remember.

When we last spoke, it was of demons

that inhabit the space we exiles
keep out of sight.
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The language of exiles
has nowhere to go
but inside.

There are two kinds of exiles—

those who insist on the illusions

of the new country, and those

who obsess over what was left behind:

Losses, losses—mat mdt.

Your mother, in her house down south,

belongs to the first kind—the one with possibilities.
Your father, forever on a plane, hopeless,

back to his island, childhood home,

belongs nowhere.

You who knew this—how did you let yourself
plunge into me, my past?

I am sorry, we’re stuck

between the two kinds: we’re desperate

for a future, but would not make peace with history.
I am sorry for the hopelessness that is us.

It’s kind of you to have imagined us—
you, in southern sunlit Andalusian village
still in mourning, besieged by the ghost
of colonial cruelty and the vanquished.
Me, in my white stucco town

beyond Marrakesh, near the sea,

writing to you of desert and water.

Water, water—Nuwdc, nuwoc, nuoc.
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Water—in my language,
Nuwoce: a word we use
to mean nation.

Write me another poem, to speak
of our nations, of how

they took yours and mine, water
cut from the source.

Write, even in this language
imposed on so many, but in which
there’s no translation or truthful
words that speak of our condition:

Mat nwéc—nation lost.

Such is our obsession—we’ve been lost
without our countries, and there can be
no substitutes.

You, uprooted, anchorless,

are on to something: the sooner
you disassociate from me,

the sooner you end your sickness,
your obsession with war and losses.

It’s brave of you to imagine us,

a separate but shared life: binding
our nations’ histories together

to bind us together.

May thué muwea roi nude nguoce vé troi.
Raindrops don’t go back into clouds.
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We make plans and rescind,
we are exiles—our lives
consist only of memories—qua khir.

The language of exiles is spoken
in the past tense—qua kha.

Sometimes, tired, I let it be:
things were the way they were.
Men act as they will, some

with kindness, some with cruelty.

We thought we could act with love,
the way I chose to sleep on the side
where the moon was luminous,
leaving you the darkness

I thought would soothe your nights.

In your sleep, you repaired to a language
I didn’t understand. Your words,

like lovers intertwined, danced

with the rhythm of me

breathing, breathing—thoi thop,

dancing in time with my sighs.

Outside, cactus flowers bloomed

on the fire escape—but I shielded you,
keeping quiet about how they reminded me
of flashing flares, exposing men in hiding,
exposing the killings of my youth.

But that part of history, even if I tried,

I cannot hide from you. You take it
inside, make my nightmares yours.
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Conquistadors, men in green berets,
dark suits, stripped us—nation lost.

Afterwards, you went from barrio

to barrio, trying to turn the language

of exiles into poetry. And me, from single
whitewashed rooms of cold cement

to terraced apartments far away,

alone to face my own solitude.

Homes that cannot be home.

We became nomads, modern cities
are the desert we cross, not so much
for salvation, nor for subsistence:

we cross our endless deserts, looking
for ourselves.

You who know this
should have known
love would have been impossible.

We would have been impossible.

The sky changes hues, the moon turns pale,

cactus flowers shrivel after their one night

and fall. My tongue has spoken every inch of
your skin, and I am ready to recede. Before dawn,
we go back to mute despair.

Neither love nor future is possible.

I can only see the past,
and would not see you
until you are no longer here.
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We types of exiles live backwards.

Hué, to go backwards, is where

my mother was born. You would like
the Perfume River, although in Hué
we would always prefer its native self,
song Huwong: ariver that flows
unrushed, out to sea, as if the town’s
one thousand years of sorrow

never entered its currents.

Upon the sidewalks, in the shade

of the old flame trees, lovers whisper
lines they think original, unaware

of all the ghosts.

Hué is where mother met father,

fell in love, and I died my first death,
that spring, when it wasn’t enough
for soldiers to kill in the battlefields.

My losses began then, and haven’t ended.

I carry yousstill,
the way I carry Hué.

But you and I carry the things

we love as we do losses—madt mat,
deep in a place exiles

keep forever out of sight.
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Ngon tir

Em nghe tiéng me dé cua anh
Va ngd nudc chay—mot ngdn ngir
ma ca co dai cling doi dap theo van.

Anh khong biét chay ra sao
nhung day:

Nam dé he vé

Hué lang lo

Xac nguoi

Nhiéu hon xdc ve ve.

Trong ngdn nglr me dé cia em
hoi tho 1a tir vung, tinh than.

Cua anh, hoi tho 1a sy mong manh
Théu thao, thoi thép.

Trong ngdn ngit cla anh, chét 1a chuyén thudng tinh.
Anh khong dich duoc

diéu con lai:

mdt mat.

O Hug, ching anh noi, mat mdt, mat mdt.

Khi anh né6i vé kho dau

Em hiéu anh da mét;

Nguoi ta cr mudn anh thé

dé ho tin ho sé hiéu thém chut gi
vé mat mat.

Ho s€ khong bao gio.

Ho da cudp di bao nhiéu dat nudc:
cua em, cua anh, va van dang cuop.
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Ho cudp ca dat nude cua ho
Khoi tay nhitng cong dan cua ho.

R61 ho hoi minh vé nhirng mat mat.

Lang nghe: trong chom 14, tiéng gio6
Quanh day con tiéng oan hon ni non,
Quanh day con tiéng oan hon ni non.

Em hoc cach cau nguyén

v6i nhitng hat trang thom. Anh van sdng
v6&i mui huong nhang

dbt trong mot ngan tang 18

he nam d6 & Hué.

Anh ng em nhiéu hon nhiing 15i ta 151,

nhung thoi, khong no6i thém. Anh da néi mai
vé ky trc va kho dau, mo ta chi tiét

vé nhting noi da bi rach nat, va nhiing céi seo
kho tin, khong lanh. Va anh da néi

dén khi khong con biét em 12 ai.

Anh ta on em, vé nhiing 1an anh khong thay
Ma em con nhd, nhitng lic anh cir mu cam.
Mit anh khong thy gi ngoai nhiing chuyén
da qua tir lau. Anh chd mot ngay mai

biét gom moi phan tach biét ciia anh

thanh mot.

Nuoc muwa khong nho lén may,
May thuo mwa roi nuoc nguoc vé troi.

Minh n6i chuyén lan cudi vao thang chin
Nhung em da quén.
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Lan cu01 cung minh n6i chuyén
13 néi vé quy dir séng & noi
nguoi luu vong nhu minh

gitr kin trong tham tam.

Ngon tr cua nguoi luu vong
khong di dau duoc
nén cir nguoc vao bén trong.

Nguoi luu vong ¢6 hai loai —

Mot cur tin vao nhiing 4o vong

Cua dét nuée moi, c6 loai

Chi mang 4m anh vé nhiing gi da d¢ lai sau lung:

Mdt mat, mat mat.

Me cia em, trong can nha ¢ mién nam,
thudc loai thir nhat—Iloai c6 co hoi.

B6 clia em—tren may bay, trong tuyet vong,
Mii bay vé hai dao, can nha tho au—
Chang thudc vé dau ca.

Em d4 biét thé, sao lai ngdy ngd
Lao vao anh, vao qué khir cia anh?

Anh xin 18i, minh vuréng vao giita hai loai

mang khat vong véi twong lai, nhung huc hdc mai

v6i qua khua.

Anh xin 18i vi anh v&i em d4 bién thanh con tuyét vong.

Em 4n cdn mudng tuong —

Em trong ngdi lang Andalusia ning sang
Con mang tang, quay boc

gitra nhiing hon ma nd 18 cta ké bai tran.
Anh, trong can nha quét voi tring
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Phia xa Marrakesh, gan bo bién,
Viét thu ké em nghe vé sa mac va nudc.

Nuoce, nwoce, nwoc.

Nudc—trong ngdn ngit cua anh,
tor ngtr
de ndi vé qué huong.

Viét cho anh mot bai tho nira, dé noi vé
qué huong, ctia em, cua anh, bi ho cudp:
Nudc lia khoi nguon.

Viét, ca bang ngdn ngir ap dat

1én bao nhiéu nguodi, nhung khong co tur
dé dich hodc néi that

vé trang hudng cua anh, cia em:

Mat nwoc—mat nuoc.

Anh va em bi am anh nhu thé—minh that lac
khi khong c6 nudc, va khong c6 gi thé duge nude.

Em, bing ré, khong neo,

Pang hiéu ra: cang xa anh

cang sém, em s€ cang soém dut con binh,
dirt am anh vé chién tranh va mat mat.
Em can dam ma muong tuong

mot cude séng riéng nhung chung: két ndi
lich str cua hai dat nude

dé tao nén ching ta.

May thuo mwa roi nuwdc nguoc vé troi?
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Minh toan tinh va rat lui,
Minh Ia luu vong—cudc song
Chi c6 ky rc—qua khir.

Ngon ngilr ciia nguoi luu vong
Chi c6 thi da qua—qud khu.

C6 khi mé¢t moi, anh thay ké
Nguoi ta song cur nhu theé:
nguoi thi nhan tr, nguoi doc ac.

Minh thi ¢t ngd s& sdng v6i thuong yéu
Nhu khi anh chon ndm vao phia

C6 mit tring chiéu sang

Pé cho em c6 bong tdi

Anh tudng s€ mang an lanh cho dém cua em.

Trong gidc ngii, em trd lai véi ngdn ngi
anh khong hiéu. Nhiing tir ngi,

nhu nhan tinh cudn vao nhau, nhdy mua
theo nhip thd ctia anh—thoi thop,

nhay mua ding nhip véi tho than.

Bén ngoai, hoa xwong rong né ro

trén thang cip cru—nhung anh che ché em

im lang vé nhiing ky trc hoa xuwong rong danh thic,
vé hoa chau thip sang nhitng than thé trén chay
chiéu 16 nhiing giét choc thoi anh con tré.

Nhung phan lich str d6, anh c6 ¢6

van khong giau dugc em. Em mang vao tam tri,
Mang 4c mong cua anh lam 4c mong cua minh.
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Nhiing ké cudp, nhitng ngudi doi mii xanh,
bo do6 vét den, 10t tran anh va em—
mat nuoc.

V& sau, em di qua timg lang mac

C6 chuyén ngén tir luu vong

Thanh tho. Anh di tr tudong xi lanh 1€o
hay quét voi tring, dén nhimng cin ho
Trén nhiing san thugng xa xam

M6t minh d6i dau véi su co don.

Qué huong ma khong phai 1a qué huong.

Minh héa thanh du muc; nhitng thanh phd méi
la nhiing sa mac minh bang qua, khong phai
dé tim su ctru ri, vuot con doi khat

ma chi dé tim chinh minh.

Em da biét thé
Dang ra phai biét
Khong thé co tinh yéu.

Khong thé c¢6 anh va em.

Troi chuyén mau, trang nhat,

Hoa xuong rong teo top sau mot dém
va roi rung. Anh dua ludi noi hét

moi thd thit ciia em, va chuan bi rat lui.
Trudc lac troi sang,

minh trd lai véi con im lang tuyét vong.

Khong c6 thé ¢ tinh yéu, khong c6 tuong lai.
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Anh chi nhin thdy qué kht
Va s¢ khong thay em
Cho dén khi em da ra di.

Nhirng nguoi luu vong nhu minh
chi biét di i trong cudc sdng.

Hué, dé di 1ui, 1a noi

me anh ra doi. Em sé€ thich

Huong Giang. Nhung & Hué

ngudi ta chi ndi “song Huong,” giong song
chay khoan thai vé phia bién, nhu thé

mot ngan nam kho dau

khong hé chay vao giong nudc.

O via h¢ duédi bong phuong, nhitng nhan tinh
thi thdm nhiing cau ho tuong 1a méi mé
khong biét gi vé nhitng hon ma.

Hué 12 noi me anh gip bd anh

biét yéu, va anh chét lan dau,

mua xudn khi ma linh chién giét nhau
chua du ngoai tran mac.

Nhitng mat mét cua anh bat dau tir d6
Va van chua dut.

Anh van 6m ap em
nhu anh 6m ap Hué.

Nhung anh véi em 6m ap

Nhiing gi minh thuong yéu nhu 6m ap mat mat—
Sau tan & mdt noi nhiing ngudi luu vong

gitr kin trong tham tam.
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Nguyén Qui Pirc la mot trong nhitng nguoi tham gia hoat
dong cho Hoi Muc va Mau/Ink and Blood, quy tu nhitng cdy
buit nhw Nguyén Thanh Viét (hién la gido sw Anh van va Ethnic
Studies o University of Southern California/USC), Andrew
Ldam, Tran Dé, Tién si Isabelle Pelaud, Nguyén Khoa Thdi
Anh, Thity Linh Nguyén, ... Véi Iy twong va hoadi bdo ciia nhém
Muyc va Mau /Ink and Blood, mong dem lai tiéng noi va tao mot
nhip cdu giita nhitng vin nghé si Viét, trong va ngoadi nudc.
Nhitng bai viét c¢é lién quan dén Viét Nam, ngay ca s quyét
dinh vé Ha Ngi sinh séng, la mét sw thé hién tich cuc cia muc
tieu hoa hop, hoa gidai cua nhom Muyc va Mau.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nguyén Qui Dirc Web: talachu.org
- Ngao du Web: damau.org

386



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN PAI 11
5. Lan Cao

Lan Cao — Cao Phwong Lan (1961-20 )

Nha van Lan Cao tén that 1a Cao Phuong Lan, sinh nam 1961
tai Saigon, con cua Pai tuéng Cao Van Vién va ba Tran Thi
Thao, gia dinh c6 3 anh em, hai anh trai va c6 1a con gai 1t.

Gia dinh c6 ro1 Saigon, trude vai hom su kién ngay 30 thang 4
nam 1975, sau khi Pai tuéng Cao Vin Vién dugc Téng Thong
Tran Vin Huong chap thuan, cho théi giit chitc Tong Tham
Muu Truong Quéan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Nam d6 c6 dugc
13 tudi.

Trudce tién gia dinh ¢ dinh cu & New Jersy, thAn mau mé mot
clra hang giat ui, dan dan gia dinh chuyén téi Virginia, noi day
than mau c6 c6 van phong xuat nhap cang, con than phu cb Dai
tuéng Cao Vin Vién viét “The Final Collapse” theo yéu ciu
cua quan doi My.

Con Cao Phuong Lan hay Lan Cao sdng xa gia dinh, c¢6 &
Avon, tiéu bang Connecticut trong gia dinh rat thin véi gia
dinh Pai tuéng Cao Vin Vién, 1a mot Dai t4 My vé sau ong
nay thang 1én Trung tudng.
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Nam 1983, Lan Cao tot nghiép Ct nhan Khoa hoc Chanh tri tai
bai hoc Mount Holyoke, South Hardley, Massachusetts.

Nam 1987, Lan Cao tot nghi¢p Luat khoa (Juris Doctor) tai Dai
hoc Yale, New Haven Connecticut.

Sau do, Lan Cao 1am Thu ky cho toa 4n lién bang, toa an quan
hat & New York, r6i cOng tdc vdi van phong luat su.

Tir mia Xuan nim 1994 dén mua Thu nam 2000, ¢ 13 gido su
moén Luat thuong mai quoc té tai Pai hoc luat Brooklyn, New
York.

T nam 2001 dén 2013 1a gido su day ludt tai Pai hoc William
and Mary Law.

Nim 1996, Lan Cao dong tic gia voi Himilce Nowas quyén
Everything You Need to Know About Asian American History.

Nam 1997, Lan Cao la tac gia quyén tiéu thuyét Monkey
Bridge (Cau khi),

T mua Thu nam 2013, Lan Cao la gido su tai Pai hoc
Chapman University, Orange, California.

Nim 2014, Lan Cao hoan tit quyén tiéu thuyét thtr hai, cho ra
mat doc gia.
Tac pham:
- Everything You Need to Know About Asian American
History (with Himilce Novas, Penguin Plum, 1996)

- Monkey bridge (Novel, Viking, 1997)
- The lotus and the storm (Novel, Viking Random, 2014)
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Trich van:
Monkey Bridge
Chapter 1

The smell of blood, warm and wet, rose from the floor and
settled into the solemn stillness of the hospital air. I could feel
it like an unhurried my child in my joints, in slow-moving red
smoldered in a floating ether of dull, gray smoke. All around
me, the bare walls expanded and converged into a relentless
stretch of white. The bedsheet white of the hallway was an
anxious white I knew by heart. White, the color of mourning,
the standard color for ghosts, bones, and funerals, swallowed in
the surface calm of the hospital halls.

A scattering of gunshots tore through the plaster walls.
Everything was unfurling, everything, I knew I was back there
again, as if the tear were always pooled in readiness beneath
my eyes. It was all coming back, a fury of whiteness rushing
against my head with my violent percussive rage. The
automatic glass doors closed behind me with a sharp sucking
sound.

Arlington hospital was not a Saigon military hospital. Through
the hydraulic doors, I could see the lush green lawn that
stretched languidly across an immense parking lot. A few feet
beyond, a spray of water blossomed upward, then rotated in
soundless circle wide enough to reach the far outcropping of
grass. The American flag, flown sky-high from a sturdy iron
pole, still swelled and snapped in the wind. I knew I was not in
Saigon. I was not a hospital volunteer. I was not 1968 but
1978. Yet I also knew, as I passed a wall of smoked-glass
windows, that I would see the quick movement of green
camouflage fatigues, and I knew. I knew the medic insignia on
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his uniform and I knew, I knew, what I would see next. His
face, not the face before the explosion, but the face after,
motionless in a liquefied red that poured from the tangle of
delicate veins. “Oh God,oh God, oh my God!” people cried.
The doctor, the medic, and the operation-room crew killed in a
cramped, battered rom reinforced by rows of military-green
sandbags. The calm of Saigon had always been unreliable,
narcotically unreal. Who could have known before the man
was cut up that an unexploded grenade, fired from a launcher-
not a dead bullet- had lodget in the hollowness of his stomach?

“Look”, Bobbie said. “See how it pops in your hand?”” Bobbie
was my best friend from high school. She was squeezing a
rubber toy shaped like a bowling pin with a round mouth and
two round eyes that bugged out with each squeeze like a pair of
snake eyes. A toy that doubled as a physical therapist’s
rehabilitation tool, it could make my mother laugh, and at the
same time would exercise her left hand. “Good for weak hand,”
she proclaimed.

Bobbie had no subverted interior and would never see the
things 1 saw. I could feel the sharp, unsubdued scent of
chemicalzed smoke settle in my nostrils as I watched her
meander among collection of toys. The very idea of a gift shop
in a hospital, with stuffed rabbits and teddy bears and fresh
roses and carnations, was new to me. Despite the immediacy of
illness, an American hospital, after all, was still a place where
one could succumb to the perplexing temptations of hope.

This is Arlington Hospital, I reminded myself. There, beyond
the door, was the evenly paved lot, its perimeter unenclosed by
barbed wire or sandbags. Visitor mingled in lobby; I have been
taught to avoid the front portion of buildings. In Saigon it
would have been a danger zone, as way any zone that a hand
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grenade could conceivably reach if thrown from a passing
vehice.

My mother was still in her bed, a cranked-up baby bed
reinforced with piles of pillows push against the fully extended
metal railings. She lay with one arm diagonally shielding her
face, breathing hard. I avoided looking too closely at it, her red
blotchy face that had been burned by kitchen fire years ago. As
she told it, she had been preparing caramelized pork when
flames from one of burners had caught on a silk scarf loosely
wrapped around her neck. The web of tender skin that she
referred to as The Accident had been diagnosed as permanent,
and worse still, she seemed to accept it as such without
question. French night cream I bought was siwply put away on
the bathroom shelf, behind my moisturizers and cleansing
lotions. Cucumber and tomato treatements I prepared remained
in the refrigerator for days, until they soured and thickened and
had to be discarded. I knew the wound could flare into a lurid
red, because it was at those moments that strangers adopted an
attitude of polite abandon and courteously dropped their eyes,
as I too dropped mine.

She had once been beautiful, in an old wedding picture years
ago, her skin the smooth, slightly flushed alabaster of mere
fifteen-year-old bowing happily before the family altar. Even
now, the delicate feline features showed, in spite of the single
and puckered flesh.

The nurses mouved in and out, coaxing a needle into my
mother’s thick, unyielding veins, whispering. Their White
canvas shoes made soft shuffling noises against the linoleum
tiles, maintaining a constant and instinctive distance of several
feet from my mother*‘s bed.
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“She’s talking in her sleep again, calling out to Baba Quan,”
Bobbie said. The expanse of white blinded my eye. In spite of
darkness in her curtain-drawn room, the walls and the tiles and
the stark white of my mother’s twisted sheets and pillows
emitted a flurry of bright, funeral-white lights.

Since she was first admitted to the hospital almost one month
before, after Mrs. Bay, our neighbor, found her slumped on the
bathroom floor, she had been calling out for my grandfather.
“Baba Quan. Baba Quan,” she repeated, his name coming out
of her throat as a long infernal moan, like none I had heard
come out of her before. Although partially paralyzed and
restrained by band tightened across her chest like one giant
tourniquet, my mother could still move, even if only with the
random force and strength of trapped and frustrated eel.

I knew my mother to be the sort of daughter who had always
been devoted to her father. She had never truly recoverd from
the mishap that left him without the means to leave Saigon. For
some unknown reason, they had missed each other at their
place of rendezvous on the 30™ of April, 1975, and the
preapproved car that was supposed to take both of them, along
with a few other Vietnamese, to an American plane, had had to
leave without him. Because I was already living in America
with Uncle Michael, as I called him — the American colonel we
befriended in Saigon-my mother left her father, her only
remaining family member, behind. From that day on, my
grandfather’s absence glistened just beyond the touch of our
fingertips. During those moments when my mother sat alone by
the window, I could almost see her hand trying to make contact
with the moment when her father had failed to appear. The
memoiry of that day continued to thrash its way through her
flesh, and there were times when I thought she would never be
consoled.
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“Do you remember your grandfather ?”” Bobbie asked. Bobbie
seemed to think I was baby and not teenager when I left
Vietnam, so young that memory could not possibly have taken
hold.

“Yes” I said, “although I could count on my fingers the number
of times I actually spent with him at family gatherings and
holidays.” My grandfather was born in Ba Xuyén, a rice-
growing province in the Mekong Delta. He was a traditional
man, a devout Confucian who did not like to travel away from
his village home. According to my mother, he was always
preoccupied with tending the spirits of his ancestors, their
burial grounds. “The spirits stay with ancestral land,” my
mother had explained.

I leaned over the railing and rubbed moisturizing cream into
my mother’s skin. My house in Saigon had been stocked with
mementos from her village in Ba Xuyen. Coconut halves,
smoothed and hollowed into bowls and filled with brown earth
and handful of well-worn pebbles; a rusty iron scythe that hung
like a half-moon on walls of my mother’s bedroom, and a
fountain my grandfather kept filled and replenished with water
from a fast-moving brook by the outer edge of the village. A
patch of earth and a sprinkle of water from the province of Ba
Xuyen in the Mekong Delta. That is what “country” means in
Vietnamese-‘“‘earth” and “water” combined.

“We must all maintain a loyalty to our beginnings,” Baba Quan
had told my mother once. “We tend to our souls, not our
bodies.” And to me he whispered, “Burn a candle for your
grandmother, little granddaughter, and ask for her blessings
from the world beyond.”

My grandfather was a farmer. He brought the fertile blackness
of the earth with him. When I looked his face, I could almost
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see the rice fields I had never seen. I could say the words
“plows” and “water buffaloes™ as if they were as unsurprising
as “notebook” and “Citroén.” Even then, when I was a mere
seven-year-old, but certainly more often now, I wondered
about his history, and the fables and myths of our requires. In
the United States, someone his age would simply be lost,”
Uncle Michael continued, as if I needed futher convincing. If
he had been someone with a need for expressing the absolute
naked truth, he could have added, “Look at what has happened
to your mother. Do you want the same thing to happen to your
grandfather ?”

And although he hadn’t said anything of the sort, the truth of
what had been deliberately left unsaid nearly broke my heart in
two.

-0-

Nha vin Hoang Nhat Phuong da tom tic cdt truyén trong Piém
sach "Cau Khi" cua Lan Cao, trén trang Mang Ddn Ludn, nhu
sau:

“Hai nhan vat nit chinh Mai va Thanh Ia hai loai nguo1 khac
biét. Trong khi Mai vira hoa nhap véi xa hoi moi vira mubn di
tim lai gc gac ciia minh khi nhin vé qua khir, thi me cta c6 1a
ba Thanh lic nao ciing bi 4m anh boéi mot phan doi séng da
qua. Ba Thanh bi méu dong trong ndo, dau dau trién mién. Ba
ludn tir hoi: Khong hiéu tai sao ngay di tan, cha cua ba khong
dén diém hen dd u6c dinh voi con gai. Nhitng diéu chua thé
n6i, nhitng diéu khong dé noi, ca nhimg diéu khong biét dién
giai nhu thé nao dugce ba Thanh ghi lai trong thu viét cho con
gai. Néu khong 1én doc nhitng 14 thu bi mét cua me, chic chin
Mai khong thé biét an tinh cia gia toc, cang khong thé biét than
thé u budn ciia me. Ong Quan khéng phai 1a cha rudt cia ba
Thanh. Vi hoan canh ngit nghéo cua gia dinh, dng Quéan dé vo

394



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

1am "gdi bao" ctia chii Khan - mot chu dit rat giau sang nhung
khong c6 con. Sau dé vo cua 6ng Quan co thai véi chu Khan,
sinh ra mot bé gai, do 1a ba Thanh. Pay chinh 1a ly do 6ng
Quan tro thanh Viét Cong, dem long thu han chu Khan, va da
khong di di tdn nhu da hira véi Thanh.”

A N
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L
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Va ciing trong bai ndy, nha vin Hoang Nhit Phuong d3 nhan
xét:

"Cau Khi" ciia Lan Cao viét vé chién tranh, va nhitng hé luy
con roi rét lai trong doi ciia nhiéu nguoi Viét luu vong. Tam su
va cugc doti cua ho o chung myc nao do ciing choi voi, cing
chénh vénh nhw nhitng nhip cau tre bdc ngang giong song chay
xiét. Béc gia doc "Cau Khi" r6i cam nhdn: Mot mai co qudn
tim vé, qua song cau khi vong hé tiéng xwa. Con dwong di véi
qua trua, bén ni bo no cing vira thién thu.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Lan Cao Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Monkey bridge Web: books.google.com
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6. Linda Lé

Linda Lé (1963-20 )

Linda Lé sinh nam 1963 tai Ba Lat. Cha cua ba la mgt k¥ su
nguoi mién Bac Viét Nam, me ba 1a nguo1 xuat than tor mot gia
dinh kha gia c6 quoc tich Phap. Linda Lé song thoi au tho ¢ Da
Lat.

Nam 1969, sau cudc Téng tan cong Tét Mau Than 1968, gia
dinh ba di chuyén vao Saigon dé tranh chién tranh. Linda Lé
theo hoc truong trung hoc Phap & Viét Nam va rat thich nhiing
tac pham ctia Victor Hugo va Honoré de Balzac.

Nam 1977, Linda Lé cung me va cac chi em ro1 Viét Nam sang

dinh cu ¢ Phap, cu ngu tai Le Havre, con nguoi cha ¢ lai Viét
Nam.
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Nam 1981, ba Ién cu Paris, theo hoc cac "Lop dy bi van hoc"
(Classes préparatoires littéraires) & lycée Henri-1V, sau d6 vao
hoc & dai hoc Sorbonne.

Nam 1995, nguoi cha dy dinh sang Phap tham gia dinh, nhung
da qua doi tai Viét Nam. Dip nay Linda L¢ da tro vé Viét Nam
dé tién dua nguoi cha t6i noi an nghi cudi cung.

Tiéu thuyét dau tay ctia ba, quyén Un si tendre vampire, dugc
nha xuat ban La Table Ronde xuat ban nim 1986; tuy nhién
phan 16n tac pham cua ba déu duoc nha xuit ban Christian
Bourgois an hanh, ngoai trir quyén Les Evangiles du crime, rat
dugc cha ¥ dugc nha xuat ban Fayard phat hanh nam 1992 va
sau d6 dugc nha xuat ban Christian Bourgois tai ban.

Mot s tac pham cua ba da duoc dich sang tiéng Anh, tiéng Ha
Lan, tiéng B6 Pao Nha va tiéng Viét. Linda Lé ciing 1a nha phé
binh van hoc cho Magazine Littéraire (tgp chi Van hoc) va la
nguoi viét bai tya. Nam 2006, ba da viét bai tya gisi thiéu tac
pham cua Panait Istrati do Nha xuat ban Phébus 4n hanh.

Gidi phé binh cho rang cac tac pham cia Linda Lé di vao van
hoc cach lang 18, khong on do. Vin phong cta ba mang diu an
"mdt sttc manh phan tich va mdt khoang cach hung bién duong
nhu ké thira tir thé ky thir 17". Marine Landrot xac dinh tac
phém clia ba giéng nhu mot "bai diéu van khong 16 ma mdi
phan duong nhu la sy phan anh cua phan khac - véi mot su
sang sudt ngay cang sic bén va diu dang".

Linda L& 1a mot tac gia it duoc cong ching biét dén mic du
dugc gio1 phé binh danh gia cao, cac tac pham cua ba da nhiéu
lan dugc tudng thuong:

- prix de la Vocation nam 1990,
- Giai “Renaissance de la nouvelle” cho tdc pham Les
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Evangiles du crime nam 1993

- Giai Fénéon cho tac pham Les Trois Parques nim 1997
- Giai Wepler cho tac phdm Cronos nim 2010

- la bourse Cioran nam 2010 .

- Giai Renaudot cho sach bo thi cho tac phdm A4 ['enfant
que je n'aurai pas nam 2011.

Sbéng kin déo, Linda Lé thuong trdn cac phuong tién truyén
thong va tu gidi thi¢u minh 1a "mot con gau ntp trong hang ".

Téc pham:

- Un si tendre vampire, 1986

- Fuir 1987

- Solo 1988

- Les Evangiles du crime (Christian Bourgois, 1992)

- Les Dits d'un idiot (Christian Bourgois, 1995)

- Les Trois Parques (Christian Bourgois, doat Giai Fénéon,
1997)

- Voix (Christian Bourgois, 1998)

- Lettre morte (Christian Bourgois, 1999)

- Tu écriras sur le bonheur (Christian Bourgois, 1999)

- Les Aubes (Christian Bourgois, 2000)

- Autres jeux avec le feu (Christian Bourgois, 2002)

- Marina Tsvetaieva, ¢a va la vie? (Jean-Michel Place,
2002)

- Personne (Christian Bourgois, 2003)

- Kriss (tiép theo L'homme de Porlock, Christian Bourgois,
2004)

- Le Complexe de Caliban va Conte de l'amour Bifrons
(Christian Bourgois,2005)

- In Memoriam (Christian Bourgois, 2007)

- Au fond de l'inconnu pour trouver du nouveau (tap hop
cac bai phé binh cac nha van, hristian Bourgois, 2009)

- Cronos (Christian Bourgois, 2010, doat Giai Wepler
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2010)

- A l'enfant que je n'aurai pas (NiL, 2011, doat giai Prix
Renaudot Poche)

- Lame de fond (Christian Bourgois, 2012)

Trich van:

N Vu khéong i
(Nguyén Khanh Long chuyén ngit)

Chuong 1
Ho van chang dé toi yén.

Mudi nim nhét trong trai cho nguoi ngé ngan kia, mudi nim
song bén nhitng ké do hoi, nhitng ngudi dong kinh, nhiing
ngudi 1o suy, nhitng ké lung so, nhimng thién tai bat dac chi.
Muodi nam véi dam nguoi bach tang, nhitng khuén mat béch
nhu sap chi tinh thirc dé lang ma to6i, va, vao doi lic sang subt
hiém hoi, goi t6i 1a Mat-Khi.

Thodt, toi twong toi thoat chir. Vay ma lai bi may cai gien tam
lai. Vay ma mot céi thu lai nhéc toi phai nhé té1i céi gia dinh da
can dep bo ndo toi, hity diét tudi tré t6i, pha hu doi t6i. Mot cai
thu. Cai thu ciia mot con bé kiéu ki (chtr sao, coi tudng chi
phong ting, 16i dat cdu, cach dung tiéng Phép cua né 1a thay
ngay: lam nhu toi biét, i, ke hoc tiéng Phap giita ddm ngudi
dién va hoc chi c6t dé yéu cau may nguoi y ta dimg tang manh
qué, cho t6i thém mot cai chin, lam nhu t6i, t6i biét thuong
thirc nhitng tinh té trong cai tiéng Phép dep d€ kia, cai ngdn
ngit con bé st dung nhu mot tay tap giét nguoi s dung con
dao 1am bép.)

Tat nhién, ca to1 nira, to1 cling da lao minh vao cong cudc khai
pha van hoa ay. Nam nam trong thu vién thanh pho doc bat ctr
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cai gi v& duge. Van hod day, toi tu bdo. Van hod bang bat ctr
gia nao, phai c6 cai dau virng vang chu.

Ay vAy ma trong thu vién t6i thu thai 1dm. Té6i xép sach theo
thé loai va theo mau ty. Toi t6i lui gitra cac ké sach, tra xét,
kiém ke, trudng hop c6 quyén nao dé khong dung chd. Doi khi
ngudi ta nho t6i dao 16n hét. Hai ngay lién, t6i khuan, toi vac.
Tbi gia bd than phuc hé théng phan loai méi. Toi biét thira nao
dong 1am rdi ciing chang di dén dau, roi cubi cing ciing sé trd
lai 15i cii. Xép sach chan thi ¢6 thé di than tho, chfmg lam gi c4,
ra ngoai hanh lang hit mét diéu thudc. Nhung toi, toi chii vao
mot x6 thu vién doc sach. Toi chéng doc hét mot quyén nao
bao gio. Tdi chon sach da moi thé loai. Toi nhay tir tiéu thuyét
qua tai li¢u, tr sir ki sang nhat ki. C6t 1a dé 1udn ludn co hét
chit nay t6i chir khac duéi mat. Ba quan tha thu vién dem toi
lam guong. Mot ga dién, mot tén Cha Chét dam chiu doc sach.
Vian hoa cuu vot...

Téi vé phong minh, ti vira dn vira doc, trude khi ngii ciing van
doc. Thé ma ho da nhot té1 dudng nhu vi t61 d€ mat binh tinh.
To1 khong ngo lai c6 thtr thude an than hang nhat nay — van
hoa.

T61 yén than. MOt minh trén doi, ha hé mot minh trén doi, va
yén than. Véi nhiing quyén sach giup toi séng, nhiing quyén
sach co thé t6i ngay chiu duoc ngay khong, nhu nhiing lidu
thudc ctru ta nhung khién ta thao tong va dau thi nhirc nhu bua
b6. Toi mot ‘minh va yén than. Sé ménh lai khién con bé dong
danh kia quay ray tol. Nhac t61 rang toi c6 mot gia dinh. Rang
do cai gia dinh ay cong nha thuong dién dd mo ra dén toi.
Riang gia dinh ay di nhét toi vao day, vao nha thuong dién
vung Corréze nay. Chuyén dua hay qua thé! Chic ho da cudi
lan cuoi 16n khi nghi téi cai vo ho choi toi nay.
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Muoi lam nam nay ching toi dau con lién lac gi. T6i da quén
phurt c6 con bé trén doi nay. M4y dua chau gai the nao r01 cung
tai xut hién. Con nho thi chung gio dui gio vé véi may chiéc
rang khénh, di qua 1a dé lai phang phat mui théi hu don nén.
Pén tudi chanh cdm chung khong ngd t6i ta nira, nhung cod
chuyén khung hoang 12 tirc thi chung doi ta bao chita cho kiép
song cua chung. Ching kéu dén 6ng ciu nhu mot nit danh ca
kéu dén nguoi hAm mo gia nhét ctia minh.

Con bé v6i t6i chi c6 mot diém chung: sach vo. Do 1a thuong
nghié€p cua no, cach kiém an cta nd, kich thich cta no, khién
n6 tién t&i duge. Con véi toi, sich vo 1a thude diu dau. Nho
sach, toi gia chét.

Ngay gia dinh day toi 1én may bay sang Phap, sang cai nha
thuong dién vung Corréze nay, con bé dau chirng muoi, muoi
hai tudi. N6 dén x{r nay vai nim sau toi. N6 thanh nha van.
Chung cit thuc diu dau. Ché bién thudc an thin. Lam ba chu
chtra chit nghia khong da sao ma no lai quéy ray t6i? Biét dau
c6 ngay t61 s& doc sach cua no. Vay ma nd khong dé toi yén.
N6 kiém cai gi? Chic c6 4 can cam hing rdi.

T6i khong ndi ngoa dau: con bé quay ray toi. Lam nhu t6i biét
dugc chuyén gi, lam nhu tri nhé t61 con nguyén ven. Mudi nam
song gitta dam nguoi dién, rdi bat chot bi chi dich danh 14
nguoi ndm chan li. N6 dit vao tay t61 mdt cudc doi, doi no.
Néu t6i nay ¥ ké diéu nay thay vi diéu kia, cudc doi ay s& doi
khac. Con bé ngu qué, t6i tw nhic minh. C6 ngu méi di nho
nguoi dién chi duong. N6 gio ching gi day? Hay la no thich
lidu? N6 c6 6c lang man? N6 bao t6i, Cau 1a nguoi duy nhat
trong gia dinh chau mudn c6 lién hé. C6 lién hé! Ai lai néi nhu
thé bao gi0! Toi kich thich tri td mo cta no, vi trong cai b lac
4y t0i 1a thing dién duy nhét bi nhét. Nhimg ngudi khac, duoc
tu do, tiép tuc gdy tan hai.
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Cai thu to1 da ndm ngay nay va tir nam ngay nay t6i nhirc dau.
To1 khong doc nira. T61 nguéch ngoac viét. H& xép sach xong
t01 chudn ngay vao cai x6 trong cung thu vién cua to1 va toi
viét vao tap VO nay, mot tap v 16n bia xam, mém. Toi cling
chang biét toi viét nhitng gi nira. Han la mdt bao cdo. Mot bdo
c4o dé giri cho con bé, dé nd hiéu rang t6i 1am sao nhé duoc
chuyén gi. Toi viét bao cdo. V& doi nd. Vé doi toi. Bao cdo vé
su phan boi. Ngudi than cua toi dd phan boi toi thé nao. Pén
lugt né, nd phan boi ho thé ndo. Cr nhur n6 tra thu cho toi. Ho
da cudng bach t61 Iuu day. N6 thi ty y ra di, hoan hi chuyén
chuyén di ma né linh cam, né hi vong, s& giai thoat n6 khoi di
truyén gia dinh. Toi di phai hoc tiéng Phap giita dam ngudi
dién. Con no, con bé, tiéng Phap di tré nén ngdn ngit duy nhat
cua nd, khi cu cta nd, vii khi cua n6. Vi khi no s dung chéng
gia dinh, chéng Pat Nudc. C6 vi khi ay, bao gid no ciing s&
mot minh. N6 1 dan Cha Chét viét van bang tiéng Phéap. Tiéng
Phép véi n6 gid day chang khac nao bénh dién véi toi trude
nay: mQt cach dé thoat khoi gia dinh, dé bao vé su ¢d don, su
toan ven tdm than. T6i dau c6 gi dé noéi voi nd. N6 mudn toi
thanh dong 16a ctia n6. Toi nhé gi vé né nhi? Gay go, toc thua,
c6 4anh d6. Luc nao ciing lang nhing di theo cha n6 — vira 1a
ngudi hudng dan vira 1a ban choi, vira 1a rao can.

Cha no, chuyén 16n cua doi no.
Chuong 31

T61 dung gilra gian phong chim trong bong t6i dy, gian phong
t6i biét rd ting x6 xinh. Trudc mit toi, hang hang day sach. T61
nghe thdy ching thi thao. Nhiing 10i ri rAm cia ching khong
dén tai t6i. Chung da bo t6i. Pa khong con cho t6i 1a dong hoi
dong thuyén. Chung dong sap khi toi lai gan, nhu mot ban
ddng ca quay lung lai voi t6i, bo toi cho vo ngd ngang. Sach
v&d khong ich gi cho to6i nira. Nhitng gi chung suy tu, to6i da
nghién di ngdm lai. Nhitng gi chung ham chira, t6i déu da hap
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thu. Ngan ngan chit bo trong dau toi, trong bung t6i. Ay thé
ma, nhirng gi t6i cam nhan van mo hd. Toi khong thé tiép tuc
choi trd @ tim véi ba quan thi va dém dém ty nhdt & day, quan
minh trong 40 khoéc, viét nguéch ngoac vao tip v xam nay,
tap vo dinh s& 1a phuc dap cho bire thu voi tudng chit kiéu ki
kia, va chi con la cai mang nudc cho t6i vuc vao cai dau moi
mét ctia toi. Phia sau t6i, qua cira sO, nhitng anh dén xa xa bao
hiéu hai tda nha chung cu Vuon Téo. Toi khong thé tro lai ddy,
tr& vé chd t6i trong can phong cira son mau xanh tdo va ban
dém tr& day nhin canh buém tring bang qua bon co. Toi cd
tuong twong nét mat né khuat sau cai mi choang, nhung hoai
cong. Canh budm trang khong c6 mat; bén trong cai 40 choang,
n6 gidng nhu mot birc twong nho bang gd nau. Thir gb 1am nén
nhitng ké chiu nhuc. N6 bang qua bon cd rong, chan budc nhe
nhang. Séu tui la huong vi muén vat, hé nghi dén canh buém
trang cau 4y lai hién vé trong tri t01, cau t61 da chep lai trong
cubén v& xam, ngay trang dau. Toi cam thay vi sau tai dudi
ludi. Nhu 12 mot vién muc boc duong d6 ra mat ding — mot
chat long den lam réap vom miéng, len vao cac k& rang, xudng
t6i phu tang. D3 lau roi toi khong con cam thiy vi ay trong
miéng, vi mot chat doc nhen bing mau toi, hAm néng gan rudt
t6i. Toi thay minh tr lai hang bao nim trudce, hdi con & Dat
Nudc, nhiing khi to1 di nha thuong dién, tay xach chiéc va-li
nho. Ném bén chiéc xe ddy ¢ cudi thu vién, cai tai deo lung da
thay thé chiéc va-li nho. T6i noi day, t6i lui gitta cac hang ké
sach, hit tho lan hoi tir nhitng cai dau ran nut kia toa ra. Trong
16p khoi dy, t6i nhin ra mot tAm than dai treo trén chan song
ctra s0, toi nhin ra mot con buém tring canh ket trong khe ctra
son mau xanh t4o, toi nhin ra hai ban tay bé nho deo ging cim
mot 14 thu. T6i mudn dung vao tam than chét treo, t6i mudn léy
may ngon tay kep doi canh con buém tring, nhung hai ban tay
bé nho cam 14 thu chan & giita.

T61 bo vao trong thi deo lung 14 thu véi cudn vo bia xdm, mém
cua toi. Chir t61 viét rat kho coi, nho i ti, can vao giay, cur nhu
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1a, thay vi dung ngoi but, toi da dung mot cai gai cing, kho.
T6i doc lai thu. T61 m¢ tap vo. La thu va bao cao viét bang
tiéng Phap. Con bé khong con biét tiéng me de cua no. Tu
muoi 1lam nam nay, t0i khong con noi tiéng dy. Dat Nudc,
trong thu khong hé nhic ti. Trong bao céo cua toi, chi co vai
161 bong gi6. Chung t61 Khong Thude Noi Nao, con bé vai toi.
Toi s& khong trd vé Dat Nude. Toi s& 1a gi dién vo to qudc.
Noi do, 1a dat nudce cua nguodi con gai treo ¢d. Noi d6, c6 mod
ngudi con gai treo c6. Va mo toi. Noi dy, co than xéac toi da ty
b6 roi minh, va dau t6i, chim bén nhimg hoai niém tya nhiing
bong hoa doc. Neucon bé ¢ chit it luong tri, nd cling s& hiéu
rang n6 khong tré vé duoc nita. Ching t6i Khong Thudc Noi
Nao, con bé véi toi. N6 phai ghi nhé diéu dy. Phai thoi tin rang
mot ngay nao do no s€ tim dugc mot gia dinh, mot to quéc. Dit
Nudc chang con gi cho no, tir khi nhitng ngudi 4o den da dudi
Nguoi Nude Ngoéli — ho la nhiing nguoi cha moi cua Pit
Nude. Nhirmg nguoi cha & ay chang can gi dén no, ké c6 mot cai
tén quoc té. Nhirg ngudi cha iy ching can gi dén t6i, ké da tao
dung chdn nuong nau trong dién dai. Chung toi, con bé véi t6i,
1a nhitng ¢6 hon. Gdc ré chung t6i bap bénh mit nude. N6 tim
cho minh mdt nguoi cha. Téi 6m ap bong ma ngudi con gai
treo co Chung t61 tr61 giat, hi vong song nudce s€ cudn chung
t6i vé cdi ngudn, nhung ching t6i bi bdm trong mot nhanh
song tu, chung t61 mai mai lay dong cung nhiing 4m anh nhu
nhau, ching t6i mai méi cudn theo ciing nhitng xac chét nhu
nhau.

ba sau dém t0i ¢ trong thu vién nay. Quén minh trong 4o
khoac, bung tréng rong, t0i givong mit ngod stmg bong t61. Mbi
dém, ctr diing lic toi bat dau thiép ngu, mot tiéng hét lai khién
t61 giat minh choang thtrc. Trudc cira st 16i vao phu mot siéu
thi d6i dién véi thu vién co hai ngudi vo gia cu. Nguoi thu
nhat, con tre, trang kién, mat hap hip nhu Pang Ctru Thé nudt
nuoce mit. Ca ngay ga ngdi xép bang, mot cai chan dap lén dau
gbi, mot cai khac trum trén vai. Nguoi ther hai 1a mot anh gia
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nhd con banh bao, mac 4o ké 6 vuéong mau luc nhat va deo ca-
vat mau sim bén trong 4o khoac dai mau xanh nudc bién. Lio
trai bao 1én via hé roi moi dat xudng cai tai, nhimg vat dung
vun vat ciia minh. Mbi sang lao lai thay tam bia 16t chd ngdi,
mdi t6i 130 rii chin trude khi trai ra dap 1én minh. Ban ngay,
130 di t6i di lui, khong roi xa ngudi ban dong canh, gi nay ngdi
li tai chd — ngay mit gi lac nao ciing bt dong -, k& bén minh 1a
mét chai ruou ré tién.

Lao gia vura di vira nhdy 10 co. Di ba, bdn bude 130 lai dung lai,
mét chan con ling lo trén khong. Cu ding nhu thé 1d0 moi
moc thung rac gan day hodc chia tay xin nguoi qua duong. Ho
di ngu rat s6m, nam trén 16 thong gi0. Nura dém, gé tré hét 1én
mot tleng Ay 1a mot tleng goi thé thiét, mot tiéng kéu vong vé
tir xa tham, tir nha ga cubi cung trude khi to1 Dia Ngue. Ga het
1én nhu ngudi dang ngu bi cét cd, bat 1én tleng nac cudi cung
trude khi dirt hong. Ga hét 1én nhu ngudi hap hdi bam niu lay
cudc song. Roi thinh linh, ga thoi chéng choi. Yén lang lai phu
trum dudng phd. Va kinh so tia dén vay kin t6i, hai ham ring
t61 run 1ap cap, t61 lai thiy minh trong nha thuong dién, nhiing
ngudi ndm cac givdng bén gao thét, Thay Tu da chét, khong
con ai ctlru toi.

Sau dém 4n hué. Toi hoi twong lan duy nhét t6i vao mot rap
chiéu bong — chi 1a mot phong nho kéo man den day, & tang
trén thu vién nay. Mot man anh v6i mét it ghé nhyra. Phong gan
nhu khong c6 ai. T6i ngdi mot ghé dau day, gan ctra vao. Trén
man anh trai rong khuoén mit mot ngudi bi san dudi. Hin con
sau gid an hué. Sudt dém, hin lang thang trong thanh phd, gb
ctra nha nay dén nha khac, nhung khong ctra nao mé. Sang ra,
hén bi bat. Toi con nhd anh dén soi vao mit han, trong khi han
budc i lai hang rao song sat mot toa nha. Cudn phim twa 1a
Odd man out. Thanh toan 32. Hai nguoi vo gia cu khién toi
lién tuong dén cudn phim 4 ay. T6i quan quanh giita cac hang k¢
sach. T6i & trong mot dau truong. Toi tro troi. TOi tim chdn an
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than. Sach vo dong lai khi t6i dén gan. Toi hoai cong la thét
trong tap vo mau xam, khong mot ctra nao con mo ra don toi.
T6i chd ngay rang, chd mot phat sing no, chd két lieu. Thanh
toan.

Sau dém an hu¢. Thoi gian t6i tu cho minh dé két thuc bao céo
nay. Va c6 1& dé giri nd cho tac gia 1a thu v6i tudng chit kiéu ki
kia. Thoi gian t6i tw cho minh dé quyét dinh t6i phai, nhu 1oi
con bé, ndi lai lién hé, hay 1a cit dit han va téng khir hét.

To6i khong c6 két luan nao cho béo cédo nay. Con bé nodi tim
ngudi sinh ra nd. Trong doi nd, nguoi cha 1a mot sai 1am lot
vao mot van ban va lam vin ban réi mu. Mot 16i 4n cong lam
giam suc manh tir ngtr. Mot lam 16n tai hoa. N6 doi toi truy
lung 1am 14n 4 ay, chi dinh toi nhén, t6 giac ké pham to1. Toi da
cho n6 m& mat chao doi nay ma khong cho né sang mit.

Con bé mudn kiém mot ngudi cha khac. Ay la sang kién méi
nhat ctia nd, trd phu phiém moi nhét ctia nd. Véi nd, trd phu
phiém nao ciing mang vé bi dat. N6 bao gio cling nghiém trong
nhu nhiing ké ctr lo du c6 cai gi sai s6t noi con nguoi ho, sai
sot khién moi hanh vi ctiia ho déu thanh vé hiéu, tiéu hiy moi
tham vong cua ho, pha hong duong tién thi ciia ho. N6 s& phai
lya chon gitra hai kiéu mau nguoi cha. Gitra mot cudn sach cia
mot tiéu thuyét gia thoi thuong, mot cuon sach pho truong
thong thai va quyén rii, mét cudn sach viét dé dai, mot cudn
sach lam doc gia thich thi, mot cubn sach chi toan nhitng ciu
van hoi hot va ket thac bang mét man xoay vong — no s¢ phai
lra chon gilra cubn sach hdp dan dy va kiéu miu kia, mot cudn
sach khac kho khong c6 gi ngoai mot chiit méu kho.

Con bé néi muén danh hét tam Iyc viét van, cling nhu t61 da
tron doi dién dai — thu no tran ngap nhiing 101 dién dat nhu thé,
ctr nhur mot ba so lac dudng tu. N6 ndi mudn lin cho sau. Tron
lanh cudc doi. Chdi bé moi cam giac. Khudc tir moi ham
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mudn. Chi khoai cam véi nhitng 4m anh cta minh. Chi con 1a
mot than xac nho nhoi kho héo phung su cho van chuong t6t
tuoi. N6 u6c ao khong gi ngén tré nd khé hanh nhu thé, nhung
n6 van ching nhim mit trude nhiing cam dd. Mot ngudi dan
ong di qua, va thé 13 n6 sin sang budng roi cong trinh vi dai dé
don nhan chut bac 1€ tinh yéu. D61 khi, ndé phai dudi sau troi
1én, san tim ctru nhan. Lya chon viét van, né da duoc ctu 104,
n6 da ty ctru roi. N6 ndi, nhung lai nghi minh dang chim. N6 ra
dau cho nhimng ngudi dao budc trén bo, cho nhing béng hinh
hién 1én trén nén troi mo mit, cho nhing ngudi dan ong mang
dang nguoi cha kia, nhai tiéng nguoi cha kia. Puong nhién, ho
chfmg thé ctru nd. N6 16i kéo ho xa bd chi cbt co thé: cho ho
thay ho bat lyc khong ctru duge no. Cudi cung ho hleu ra no
chang hé can dén phao hay ngudi ctru, hiéu ra né van ndi trén
mot mit bién chinh n6 da gy song gié. Ho chi con biét thu hét
suc lyc tr¢ vao bo, va n6 dugce chiing kién mot canh thoai lui
nhuc nha thay vi mot canh chét chim v6 nghia.

T6i mang ng nd. Vi da dit mic qua cao, vi da dé nd nghi tinh
yéu toi da séng 1a tinh yéu duy nhat ddng budc vao, t6i phai tra
gia. N6 doi t6i stra t6i. Toi dd in vao dau nod hinh anh mot tinh
yéu khong thoa hiép voi thé gian, mdt tinh yéu song bang hung
cudbng cua chinh minh. No da VO ly tinh yéu iy nhu vo lay
mdt khudén mau, va khuén mau ay gat no ra khéi cudc doi. No
budc tdi toi da khién né tudng nhiing lién hé mau huyét két hop
nhiing nguoi tinh, va chi c6 méu mai chia ré duge ho. N6 da
16n 1én ctr trong chd moi cudce tinh két thuc bi tham, tinh lang
thi vao nha thuong dién, tinh nwong thi treo ¢d. N6 da tin nhu
thé. R6i n6 thdy nhiing tinh lang cong thanh danh toai chiang hé
dién dai, né thiy nhiing tinh nwong 16t da séng mot cudc tinh
moi. N6 chi thiy nhitng ngudi thoat than véi nhitng ngudi séng
con. N6 budc toi t61 da khién né ngd tinh yéu 1a mot cai huyét
tuyét voi ngdn ngang xac chét.
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Trong khi d6, nd dé man cam di qua xa. N6 séng véi hi vong
mot ngay nao do, mot nguoi dan 6ng hién dén, mot nguoi dan
ong c6 khudén mat nguoi cha, bong dang nguoi cha, giong noi
nguoi cha, nguoi ay s& budc vao, dong cura lai sau lung va chi
song vi no, to1 muirc chiu hét ndi. Vira nudi dudng hi vong ay,
n6 lai vira dén nd luc khéng dé ctru nhan dén véi nd. No day
ctru nhan khoi duong doi nd, gat xa khach hang, né mudn
huong hét tinh yéu ma khong phai cho lai gi. N6 cau nhing
khach qua dudng dai dot hién dang n6 hanh phiic, nhung cbt dé
hé 10 0 sy vO nghia cua ho. Ho chi dang hién n6é mot cude
séng ém dém. Trong khi nd dy trit bao nhiéu toan tinh pha
phach, bao nhiéu toa thudc giét nguol. No s€ tan doi trong co
doc va dién dai. Bay gio, n6 dé man cam di qua xa, n6 tam doc
dau nod, n6 nudt thude tuyét vong.

N6 yéu cau t6i cho nod nhiing 1i 1& dé thoi con mudn bo di. Bién
di, 4y 1a 4m anh cta né. Boi nd da dén khong ai thay, no6 s€ di
sao dé ai ciing phai thidy. No 1a th con gal muén chét vi
thuong cam chinh minh. N6 doi1 t61, ké bi cam cu tra, cho n6
gidy phép hién hitu. Doi t6i, troi giat tw bao lau nay, tim cho nd
cudn day budc thuyén. N6 doi toi tiém vao méau néd nhing ki
vong méi. Mudn chét, nhung né van con tin vao hanh phic.
Gia bo bd di, nhung nd hi vong mdt phép mau s€ can no lao
xudng vuc sau. Toi chang co vong hoa cho nd, chang co 10i an
ii ndo cho né. Tdi chi 1a thir rac rudi dung lai van con nhé
viing bun.

Dém thir sau. Mot tudn an hué trong gian phong gia budt nay,
hat thube 14 hét diéu nay dén diéu khac, doc di doc lai 14 thu
v6i tudng chir kiéu ki, ngu ga ngu gat lung tya cac hang ké
sach, tra hoi sach roi lai sach ma chang c6 mot tiéng vong hoi
am. L4 thu cho doi trd 161. T61 dau c6 nam dugce chan li. Nhiing
hinh anh vyt hién, t6i khong con biét do ngon gié ki wc théi
dén hay 1a chiing dd nd tir bun nho cua dién dai. Toi s& gui di
mot bao cao do dang. Trir phi t6i dem gidu cudn tip mau xam
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dau d6 trong thu vién, kep gitra hai cubn sach. S& khong co
phat hién nao. Miéng chan li chang con rang, thd ra hoi xu ué.
Nhiing bi mat né mut gitra ludi véi vom boc mui thit thiu.

Dém mai, trudc khi quin minh trong 4o khoéc, t6i s& 16i hét
sach ra khoi cac k¢, to1 s€ bay ching khip quanh t6i, thanh nira
vong tron. To1 s& d6t mot diéu thude va toi s& ngu quén khong
dap tit diéu thudc. S& khong con ai dén doi ng nam tro tan cua
toi. S€ khong con ai doi m¢ xuwong chay den cuia tdi noi 1én sy
thue. To1 voi déng sach s€ la mot.

Chuong 32

Ricin gb cira. Toi ldy 4o khoac, cai géi trén ban, di theo anh.
Cai goi dén sang nay, guri tir Corréze. To bang mot tip vo hoc
tro kho 16n. Boc trong gidy dau va budc ddy (Em viét cho ong
cau di, Ricin d3 bao, ong s& cho em thudc giai nhitng thém khat
c6 mot ngudi cha cia em. Me em di quang mot déng bi mat
trudc cra nha em. Em di dinh dao mot cai hd, gidu hét di.
Nhung trong khi dao, em lai moi lén nhirng bi mat khac.
Khong muén vap vao xac chét nhitng bi mat ay, em danh dao
thém mot hd nira. Thé 14 em lai c6 thém mot ddng mai. Diing
cam thay chii linh ti hon dao ham gay chién véi chinh minh!
Em phai viét cho ong cau, cho nha luu trir dién kia, em phai
chap nhan séng v6i dong bi mat bén ctra. Néu khong, subt doi
em, em s& ctr dao 1én rdi lai chon di moi bi mat. Em s& dao
nhiing cai ho, sé tir bi mat di dén dbi tra, em s& khong con thay
anh sang mat troi va em s€ tan doi nhu moi loai gam nham
trong tiéu thuyét gia dinh: em s& hap héi, bung truong phénh
thude doc). Trén cai goi, tén va dia chi toi viét chit hoa bé’mg
but chi den dam. Khong ghi ngudi giri. Té1 6m chat cai gdi bén
minh (Ching ta tim kho tang vo&i hai ban tay thém khat va
chung ta sung suéng khi tim duoc nhitng con giun dat). Toi
xudng cau thang. Ricin di trude. Trude cira chung cu, khong
con ai rinh cho chung t6i xuét hién. T6i sdp rdi bo can ho nay,
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con dudng nay, khu phd nay. Ricin khong biét toi co ¥ dinh
bién di. Pay 1 cudc dao choi dém khuya cudi cing cua ching
t6i. Anh di bén t6i, diéu thudc kep giita hai ngoén tay. Hai ma
hép, toc dai chdm gay. Da ¢ anh nhiéu chd nhian. Anh khéng
thich 18i t6i nhin anh. Anh ngoanh dau, rit mot hoi thudc dai.
Ricin di bén trai toi, t61 cam théy mot sy hién dién bén phai.
Trén via hé ddi dién, t6i nhin ra qua nhimg xe ¢ dimg doi dén
xanh bong mot con ché to 16ng den. Ricin khong trong thiy.
Con cho gam dau di. Pén goc phd, Ricin 1& trai, con chd ré
phai, xa dan. Téi quay lai. Con cho chi con 1a mot khdi den
cubi dai 16. Toi trao Ricin cai goi t6i van 6m chit bén minh,
Em di day. Téi tr¢ lui, theo d4u con cho. N6 di nhanh, doc dai
16 rop bong cay. Toi rao bude. Toi cam thay gi6 lanh von trén
hai ma. Téi di day.

Trong bai Linda L&, nha van Phap gbc Viét Nguyén Manh
Trinh da c6 nhan xét:

linda lé

AL

FTTT QT IT TEPE RS

411



HUYNH AI TONG

C6 mét nhin xét vé vin phong Linda Lé: “Van ban chang chit
phike tap va luon luon cang thang cuec d cia nha van niv Phap
goc Viét duong nhu hic ndo ciing truc chi hai diéu: cudc song
nay thdt dién ré va cach thé hién sw dién ro ay nén thong qua
cac ngu ngon chinh tri. Chinh tri trong tac phdm ciia Linda Lé
khong nam o phan tich chinh sdach xa hoi_hay phé phan cdc
nha chinh tri ma la thir dé up xuong ddu méi cd thé, toan dién,
khéng 6 loqi trir, khong thé chéng d6, mét than phdn ma con
nguoi phai chiu dung, khong bao gio tach roi dwoc khoi diéu
kién chinh tri. Nhung o mitc do nén tang hon cd, hai chu de
chwa bao gio théi am danh tiéu thuyet truyén ngan va ca tiéu
lugn cua Linda Lé, thuong xuyén xudt hién manh mé va tran
ngdp chi phéi moi chit dé khdc la: viét va chét...”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Linda L& Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Vu khong Web: motsach.info
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7. Pinh Linh

Pinh Linh - Dinh Hoang Linh (1963-20 )

Nha van Dinh Linh tén that la Pinh Hoang Linh sanh nam
1963, tai Saigon. Than phu 6ng nguyén la lut su Dinh Thanh
Chau. Nam 1975, 6ng dén My, dinh cu tai Philadelphia trong
16 nam.

Nam 1986, Pinh Linh tt nghiép Pai hoc tai University of Art,
sau do ong phai lam du thtr nghé chan tay nhu tho son, quét
don dé séng, dé co diéu kién theo duodi nghiép van chuong, mot
nghé theo 6ng 1a rat gay go, gian kho cin co quyét tim.

Nam 1999 dén 2001, Pinh Linh vé lai Viét Nam lap gia dinh,
song trong hai nam rudi dé trdi nghiém cudc song, dich sach,
on lai tiéng me dé cho nhuan nhuyén hon.

Nam 2002-2003, ong la khach moi cua Nghi vién cac nha van
quoc té va cua thanh pho Certaldo, nuéc Y

Nam 2005, 6ng la nghién ctru sinh tai the University of East
Anglia, in Norwich, Anh qudc.
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Pinh Linh ting la gido su thinh gidng tai Pai hoc
Pennsylvania, Bard College & New York, Fairleigh Dickinson
o0 New Jersey va Naropa & Colorado.

Ong 1a tac gia cua hai tip truyén ngén, Fake House (2000) va
Blood and Soap (2004), va bén tap tho, All Around What
Empties Out (2003), American Tatts (2005), Borderless Bodies
(2006), va Jam Alerts (2007).

Ong ciing sang tac bang Viét ngit tap Linh Dinh Chich Khoai
(2008). Phan Nhién Hao ciing da dich mot s truyén ngan cua
ong, soan thanh quyén Thu La (2008).

Tac phim cua Pinh Linh timg duoc tuyén vao cac tap Best
American Poetry 2000, Best American Poetry 2004, Best
American Poetry 2007 va Great American Prose Poems from
Poe to the Present, cing nhiéu an pham khac.

Dinh Linh con 1 nha bién tap cho cac tuyén tip Night, Again:
Contemporary Fiction from Vietnam (Seven Stories Press,
1996) va Three Vietnamese Poets (Tinfish, 2001), va dich gia
cua Night, Fish and Charlie Parker, Tho Phan Nhién Hao
(Tupelo, 2006). Ong da dich nhiéu nha tho, nha van Viét sang
tiéng Anh, va nhiéu nha tho thé gisi sang tiéng Viét. Ong ciling
la chu but cua trang bach khoa vé van chuong Viét Nam,
Wikivietlit.

Dinh Linh hién song & Philadelphia.

Tac pham:
- Night, Again: Contemporary Fiction from Vietnam (Seven
Stories Press, 1996)

- Fake House (Seven Stoiries Press, 2000)
- Three Vietnamese Poets (Tinfish, 2001)
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- All Around What Empties Out (Tinfish, 2003)

- Blood and Soap (Seven Stoiries Press, 2004)

- American Tatts (Chax, 2005)

- Borderless Bodies (Factory School, 2006)

- Night, Fish and Charlie Parker (Tupelo, 2006)

- The poetry of Phan Nhien Hao (Tupelo 2006).

- Jam Alerts (Chax, 2007).

- Linh Pinh Chich Khodi (Gidy Vun, Saigon, 2007)
- Love Like Hate (Seven Stories Press, 2008)

Trich van:
Rira

Roi nude 1au nam, t6i ci 1am chit “yéu” véi chir “thuwong.”
Nhim mat, toi thét, “Toi yéu me ghé t6i lam. Toi yéu ba dén
ndi t6i khong n& giét ba.” Cali mua nay néng 1im, nén trong
nha phai m¢ may lanh Toi dung canh givong trong phong ngu
clia cha t6i. Cha t6i van con song. Dau d6, cha toi van con hit
v0, tho ra.

Quy truéc mat té1, me ghé t61 chia moéi, “Hon ba chuc ndm
nay, may chi cho c6 co hoi dé giét tao. Bay gio may troi tao lai
r0i, may dam tao di!”

Ba khoéng noi, “Bay gi¢ may trdi tao lai, roi may dam tao di!”
Ma, “Bay gio may troi tao lai 10i, may dam tao di!” Dau phay
rat _quan trong. Phay 16n mot cau, hong ca cudc doi. Cham sai
chd thi chét tai chd!

T6i yéu me ghé toi lam. Vi vdy, toi s& khong dam ba, du chi
mot lan.
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Roi1 nude lau nam, toéi chi nhd ding madt tuc ngit, “Thit dam
thit, nhd nhau ca do1.” Co 1€ t61 nh¢ sai. Co 1€ cau do la, “Thu
dam thit, du chi mot nan.”

Thay vi “me ghé,” ta nén cai tién tiéng Viét, bieén tir ay thanh
“ma 10,” “mo cui” hay “bu rira.”

Xap xi 50, t6i ciing dang héo htc rira, khong kém thién ha, tuy
toi1 ching la cha me ai cd. Tai tin t61 than trong, nhung ciing c6
1€ to1 hen.

Me ghé to1 tén Ha. Nguoi Quang Pong. Trude 75, ba lam thu
ky cho cha t6i. Cha t6i tén Chau, va nhu t61, cling ho Dinh, mot
su trung hop kho hiéu. Viét Nam thiéu gi ho, sao 6ng lai chon
ho cuta t61? Trudce khi ba Ha thanh bu rira cua t6i, to1 goi ba la
chi, vi Chi Ha chi hon t6i c6 11 tubi.

Vay thi, thang 4, 1975, cha t61 mudn chi Ha dem t61, 11 tudi,
va thé“mg em 5 tudi, thoat khoi Viét Nam tr Tan Son Nhét.
Dung gidy to gia, tui t6i di ké mot gia dinh ngudi Hoa, ¢ con
lam cho My. Cha t6i thi chen 1én Tau Truong Xuan ngay 30.

Pén Guam khoang 1, 2 gid khuya ngay 28, t6i tha that chang lo
au, chi théy vui vui, 1a la vi duge di xa, mao hiém, nhu con chd
dugc tung ting ngoai mot bai co that rong. Tir chiéc may bay
linh C-130, miy tram ngudi Viét tréo 1én nhiing xe buyt mau
vang, loai ché hoc tro, dé dén trai ti nan. Ngoai ctra s, canh
that yén tinh. Buong rong, nha thua. Day do, cling c6 cay dua,
nhu ¢ Viét Nam, nhung tuyét ddi khong mot Xe gan may. Pén
noi, tui toi chui vo nhitng tap 1éu méi dung, rdi ngl trén nhimg
givong xép nha binh.

Toi séng tai Guam mot tuan. Tui toi an va tim tap thé. C6 lan
mdt linh My phat banh mi kep tr mét xe tai. Nhu nhitng dua
tré khac, t61 cling véi tay, ra vé doi khat, dé duoc an. Pau do,
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Phan Nhat Nam d viét, “Ngudi My bién dan ba ta thanh di,
bién tré con ta thanh an may.” Thét thé, chay giac, ti nan cling
nhu dn may, phai 1é thudc nguoi dung dé séng con, tuy an xin
cling phai giit si dién chir, nhung lac d6 toi biét gi? Mot hom,
t61 tinh co thdy c6 Hang, em me rudt t6i. Co dan toi lai ba
ngoai, roi ba mua cho t6i médt hot dog. Khi tra tién, ba hoi
ngudi ban, “How many?” [“M4y c4i?”’], thay vi, “How much?”
[“Bao nhiéu?”]. O Viét Nam, t6i di 1a mot nha ngdn ngit 16m,
tuy chi 11 tudi. HO Chi Minh luu loat séau thu tiéng, toi sanh
bon, tuy mdi tiéng chi thudc khodng nam, séu chir. Nhit, nhi,
xam, xay, roi bi. CO ¢o 13 anh. Cung chuc tan xuan c6 nghia 1a
Tao s€ phdo kich may. Tuy biét ba ngoai noéi sai, toi rat té nhi,
khong sira lung. D6 14 1an cudi toi thay ba ngoai toi.

Trai gan bii bién, nhiéu ngudi con di tim. C6 mot 1an, mot
dam linh My tdam khoa than. Ca nhéng, ho nhay xudng, roi tréo
1én mQt cai pha nho nhd, chi cach bd khoang 30 mét. Trén bai,
dan ong va dan ba, gia, tré, 16n, bé, nguoi Viét Nam ta. Ta co
nghia 1a minh. Minh khéc, ho khac, va it nhat trong truong hop
nay, ca hai bén, hai phe, d6i chiéu nhau, déu nghi vay. Lam
khi, ta, bat ctr ta ndo, con coi ho khong han la nguoi. Thoi
chién tranh, mot linh M¥ 15 thdy mot thiéu nir Viét tam sau nha
tai thon qué. Giat minh, c6 che nguoi lai. Ké chuyén nay, anh
bao anh ngac nhién ¢ nay biét ngwong. Anh ngac nhién ngudi
Viét minh biét nguong. ‘Trong N5i Buén Chién Tranh, Bao
Ninh td d¢am linh My hiép dam, roi giét Hoa, mot c¢6 bo doi,
“bon My x0 t6i, vay xum lai, tran tring truc, 16ng la mot bay
nhu nhiing con duoi woi, phi pho tho, giang giat, ning né hoc
rong 1én.”

Sau Guam, t6i ¢ trai ti nan Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, hai thang,
10i dén Tacoma, Washington, vi dugc mot vo chong Viét My
béo 1anh. Roi ho cling 1anh luén cha to6i, dén tir mot trai ti nan
Hong Kong. Co Annette nira Anh, nira Hoa, nhung sinh tai
Viét Nam. Cha c6 kem tiéng Anh cho t61 tai Sai Gon, con
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chdng c6 12 mot thiéu ta My, di nd dan tai Viét Nam. Di nhién
c6 chong thi Annette dd thanh ba, nhung t6i quen miéng, cir
goi la “c6.” Hon nira, co tré 1m. Tham chi, Annette con hoc
trung hoc. Sau nay, t6i nghe néi cd bo gi chong gia.

T6i nhd cha t6i hay dua v6i co6 Annette, lam chong c6 nhin
mat, nhung khi sau nay, mai sau nay, toi ké lai chuyén xua, cha
t61 gian ldm, bao lam gi c6 diéu do! Tai Fort Chaffee, toi ciing
gip c6 Huong, thiy kém phd théng va dwong cam cho t6i, va
ca em t0i nira, nhung t6i nhé cd chang than mat cho lim.
Khong con 1a nhan vién cua cha t61, c6 khoi phai gia vo quy
mén bon toi.

Néu 14 c¢6 Huong, chic t6i ciing chang wa gi cha con nha tdi.
C6 18 tui t6i ciing tro, chudng va dac chi nhu nhimng bon c6 tién
khac. Da vay, lai thiéu van hoa. Sy that nhu vay: Cha t6i nha
qué, 16n 1én tai Bui Chu, hoc hanh tré, nhung sau khi Xuéng Sai
Gon, da ty 1ap, thanh cong, nén kha pheé phon. Luc khong danh
mat chuoc, 6ng choi tennit. C6 1an cha con t6i 4n tai tiém Phap
v6i mot linh myc. Thay cha toi khua, khéu lung tung, gai mat
qua, 6ng linh muc ben thdt, “Anh Chau phai day thang nho
cam dao nia dang hoang di chir! Bé nd quen an udng lich su.’
Diéc ¢l moc, cha toi phdt tinh. Séng trong mot vii try riéng
biét, cha toi hoan toan cb 1ap. Lic ndo 6ng chang duy nga?

Ai ma khong bao chita cho ban than, huéng chi mot thang nha
van? T6 Hitu di chic, “Séng ciing cho, ma chét ciing cho,”
nhung x4c chua kip lanh, thién ha da chinh thanh “cho.” Tuy
dang vach 4o, bdo dam t6i cling dang vong co lam bong chan
dung, don got giay, to diém cai mit vuon troi ban, nhung toi sé
rang vO tu, noi toet. Gi thi gi, dén luc bon toi dat qua My thi
tuyét doi khong con ung dung nira, ma mat rép tha thiét. Tai
MY, viéc lam dau tién cua cha t6i 13 lau chui nha thuong, tuy
sau nay, ong cling co tién vo, tién ra, nhd chiu kho, budn ban,
con toi thi da 1am maot 16 nhirng nghé cu li, chinh vi buéng binh
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theo nghiép v€ voi, viét van rdi nhiép anh. Toi khong nha, xe,
khong dam di bac si hay nha si. Toi qua chi c¢6 hai hon bi, tuy
moi céi kha nang ky.

Nghe ¢6 Huong dd qua My, cha toi bén viét c6 mot 14 tho,
khong biét mo dia chi & dau, dé to tinh, dai khai 1a bay gid dat
la, xr nguoi, cd co mudn & voi bon toi khong? Lam me ghé hai
théng nhéc méic dich? Co mia mai tra 1i, nat cha toi tham té,
bao Ong la mot nguoi lang xet, nén madi ca gan, khoi khoi noi
bay. Ong cho t6i xem 14 tho, bao, “Bay gio ho khi minh dén
vay day!”

C6 Annette di c6 chong, c6 Huong khong thém lam me cui,
ma hui, bu rlta cho bon t6i, vay thi chi con chi Ha, nguoi thu
ky. Sau ba thang tai nha c6 Annette, tui t61 dé ra ¢ riéng. Chi
Ha khong yéu cha t61, thdm chi khong ting mudn in nam voi
ong, nhung vi bi ket mot minh tai x1r la, nén bét dic di phai lay
mot ngudi glp doi tudi, voi hai dira con riéng. Trude khi cudi,
cha toi 1am ba c6 bau. Hot hoang, ba tim cich sbng riéng,
nhung khong blet di dau, ben chui dai vao mot nha dong, roi ¢
doé cling khong 6 on, lai phéai mo ra, tr¢ lai voi cha toi. S6 phéan
nay, ba vira ngdm, vira thét timg ngay, nghe diéc ca tai.

Ngay cudi, ba mic 4o tring nhu van con trinh, va ciing dén nha
tho, vi hom dé Chu Nhat. Ba dao Phat, nén khong biét rﬁng
ngoai dao khong duoc rudc 1€, nhung cha toi lai chéng thém
dan, khién c6 dau bi linh muc tir chdi banh thanh trudc mit
thién ha. Lai thém mot ton thuong trong cudc hoén nhan dic
biét vo duyén nay.

Loai duc thi chi muén truyén cai gien cua minh, cai toi, to1
riéng biét, cang nhiéu cang tot. Cdy théi, khoi can nudi. Bau
ning, dé dau, roi lai phai cham soc con, loai cai phai ching
muc hon. Mt con su tit manh c6 ca chuc vg nhu choi, nhung
nhirng con su tir yéu thi phai ¢ nha, thi dam, lam tho kiéu Han

419



HUYNH AI TONG

Mac Tu. Nho xem truyen hinh nén t6i biét nhiing diu sdc sao
nay.

O Viét Nam, cha tdi 1a mot loai su tu, hay it nhét toi tudng vay.
Sang My, 6ng chot bién thanh mot con méo hoang, nhin 16ng
x0 xac. Khong c6 ba xam hay con &, ong phai tu niu nudng.
Khi lira nhay tir bép ga 1én chao néng, ong hdt hoang, gidi
nudc lam phong tay. Pau qué, ong rén xuyén dém.

Cha t6i nhan xét, “Con nit My dung thang hon con nit Viét
Nam, di thang hon con nit Viét Nam.” Va, “Nguodi My goi dan
ba 12 ‘baby’ that 13 dung. Pan ba 4u tri lam. Nhu em bé vay!”
Ong khong hiéu dan ba My ciing goi dan ong 1a ‘baby,” néu
cung. “Baby” tuong duong véi “cung.”

Cha me t0i1 ly di ¢ Sai Gon. Trudc 75, cha t6i lam ludt su, dan
biéu, canh sat, rdi lai luat su. Me toi yéu Ong tai xé cua cha toi.
Hbi d6, cha toi c6 lang nhang khong, t6i chang biét, nhung sau
nay toi c6 nghe ong néi, “Dan dng thi phai hao hoa.” Rdi, “Dan
ba nhu con khi. Minh ma dua véi né thi nd s& tréo 1én dau
minh.” Ong ciing déc chi ké vé ong Liém. V¢ 6ng Liém thoang
thiy chong minh véi mot con ndo d6 ngoai duong, nhung khi
bi chat van, ong Liém dut khoat quat, “Khong! D6 khong phai
la toi!”

Khi ly di, t6i theo cha, con em t6i, tén Phong, ¢ nha kéu la
Cun, theo me, nhung me toi1 chi gilr théng Cun ¢ nira ndm, roi
dé cha t6i lanh ludn. Da c6 chong méi thi deo con cii lam gi?
Hon nita, hanh phic ca nhan trén hét, phai khong nao? Bai hoc
nay, toi s€ nhd hoai. Bira con nit khoéng c6 quyén lwa chon bat
ctr gi. Néu may min, n6 duoc sinh ra trong gia dinh tir té, tai
d4t nudce binh an, nhung chi dugc mot da 1a kho. N6 co thé bi
danh dap hay bo roi, tham chi bi hiép dam bdi chinh cha no.
Me n6 c6 thé ép no lam di, “dé gitp gia dinh.” Lay thiang Dai
Loan tan tat di con! LAy thang Viét Kiéu cu dé! Xét di, xét lai,
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cha me t6i chang c6 gi dang ké, nhung t6i chi l4i nhai vi toi 1a
mot ké vo van 1am mom.

Pén nam 1978, tui t6i da don Xuéng San Jose, dé séng trén mot
con dudng cut chia thing vao bii rac khong 16. Ngudi Viét goi
Locke Drive la X6m Rac. Vura ra cura, t01 théy ric, va nam
trong nha, ma ho ctra 6, t6i hit k§ mui phé thai. Nhimg thi réc
ruoi trong tam, trong tri chua du, con ngudi con phai thuong
xuyén dui mit vao nhitng mon thdi nat, do day hay gom ghiéc
cu thé dé hiéu thdu an y cbt truyén. Truyén nao ciing nhu
truyén nao, cling chi c6 mot tya 1a “Rira.”

Qua My da 43 tudi, cha toi rang hoc lai ludt nhung khong vo,
khong sao thi ddu ndi, nén by gid bén mo tiém chap pho trong
ga-ra nho ti. Ong ciing nudi vit va bd céu dé ban cho dong
huong trong Xém Rac. Don dét, ong dbt dai mot 16 cay bui
trong vuon sau, suyt nira lam chdy rui vai can. Hén 1a ctru hoa
chita kip thoi. Dé cha t6i khoi toi, mot hang x6m ngudi Puerto
Rico, 6ng Angelo, danh lac hudng, d6 13i con nit ddt phédo. Cha
to1 phot tinh. Ong dao ao, tha vit cac cac. Khach chi con nao,
t6i vO con nay.

T61 hoc Trung Hoc Andrew Hill. Truong nay mét nira la ME,
r0i khoang 15% trang, 15% A Chau, 10% den, con phan con lai
tap nhap. Hoi d6, da sb nguoi Viét ngheo lam, lai chua quen
vin hoa My, nén thuong an mic rat cu lan, nhung riéng toi, va
thang em toi, thi con 1ap di hon ai hét. Dé tiét kiém, cha t6i
khong cho bon t61 di hét toc tiém, ma phang dai tai nha. Nhin
dau t61, dam Viét Nam ciing phai cuoi 10i rudt, huéng chi My.

Bién cb 75 gay diéu dimg cho ca chyc triéu ngudi, bao nhiéu
ba vo phai xa chong, bao nhiéu gia dinh phai tan nét, nén viéc
t61 phai sdng voi mot ba me ghé coc can, la hét lién mién, 1a
mot diéu qua nho nhoi. Toi khong ké chuyén nay dé so sanh cai
nhoi ti ti cta toi voi cai dau tan tiy cua ban, nhung vét thuong
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nao, du vat cach mAy, ciing phan 4nh sy tén thuong tuyét ddi,
cudi cung, ciing nhu mui thum thim nao, du chi phang phat,
cling du lam ta nhan mat.

D3 miy chuc nim toi séng tai Philadelphia, nhung truéc day,
thinh thodng t6i cling vé San Jose, tham ong gia, tuy lan nao toi
cling bi mo cui toi chiri. Chi nhin mat toi thoi 1a ba ndi dién, vi
to1 bleu tugng cho cudc doi hdm hiu, bac phudc cua ba. Thay
t6i cam diia tai ban an, ba thét, “Ong thiy n6 cam diia nhu vay
ma chiu ndi! Sao nd cam diia ky cuc vay!” Lic d6 to61 hon ba
chuc, va di nhién da cam diia ca doi. Tham chi, néu c6 co hi,
t6i sOt sang dung diia dé giai sau huay ti cho bu hui sdu x cia
t6i, nhung lac d6 toi chi muén ba cAm mom dé toi duge yén
tinh nhai com. T6i nhin cha t6i, xem 6ng phan Ung ra sao,
nhung 6ng da nhao nhet tir 1au, nén chi lam thinh. Cha t6i ém
ru.

Thoi chuyén da roi, me loét hiy tram lai, nim xudng, ngang
ngura cling vay thoi, roi thanh thoi nhdm mat. Néu ranh, va tinh
co tat ngang, t61 s€ hau quat, dat mot doa hoa.

Original Ladies’ Man

Before the absolute hegemony of English, sailors, as the only
frequent travellers, were primitive, grunting polyglots.
Columbus, for example, was said to speak "a thousand
languages badly." With Genoan as his mother tongue, he wrote
in a Portuguese-inflected Spanish, sprinkled with Italian and
Latin. Like other sea dogs, he was also conversant in lingua
franca, at the time a combination of all the Romance languages,
mixed with Arabic, Greek and Turkish. Using few pronouns,
fewer prepositions and a pared down syntax, no past tense,
barely a future, lingua franca was a negotiated, constantly
evolving medium that allowed disparate peoples to
communicate without screaming and gesticulating, to haggle,
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make love, or at least take turns on the dame de voyage after
sharing a hunk of moldy cheese. Lingua franca's role was
diminished when one culture asserted dominion over another.
Unlike sailors, soldiers of an occupying army are rarely
disposed to negotiate with the locals, in any language. They
learn few foreign words, if any, but the quaint, sullen natives
must understand, at the very least, "Stop!" and "Don't move!"

Nearly three milion U.S. soldiers served in Vietnam, but they
stole no Vietnamese words. Why should they? "Tet" is
included in many American dictionaries, but you never hear it
in conversations. In 1988, Yusef Komunyakaa, a Vietham War
vet, published a poetry book, Dien Cai Dau. Literally, "Crazy
the Head," it's an exclamation of exasperation, I'm driven
insane, dién cdi dau! What's the Arabic equivalent, I wonder?

Stop! Don't move! Ti mi hazer venir pazzo! You're driving me
nuts! Hanging out with the U.S.A., Vietnamese have absorbed
a few English words. In 1998, I found myself in Can Tho, the
chief city in the Mekong Delta. Sitting in a cafe near the large,
goofy Ho Chi Minh statue, I saw a gaggle of swishy young
men marching down the street. The way they swivelled their
hips would make Little Richard proud. “Ladiman!” the man at
the next table exclaimed.

I had never heard that word. “What’s a ladiman?”

"9

“Gay. They’re gay. They’re ladiman

The common Vietnamese term for a male homosexual is either
bé deé, from the French pédé, or bong, a word meaning both
“shadow” and “shiny.” There is also the slang hi-fi, stereo
sexuality, I suppose, and a play on the term hai phdi, dual
genders. It took me a moment to figure out that /adiman is a
corruption of the English expression “ladies’ man.”
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Reincarnated as a Vietnamese slang, its meaning has been
inverted, from a heterosexual stud to a half-and-half, a
lady/man.

Many English words adopted into Vietnamese are merely
technical: radio, TV, video, computer, fax... Others, military:
xe tang [tank], bom [bomb], na pan [napalm], min [mine]...
Constantly on the lips of the young set is mé den [modern],
meaning “stylish” or “hip,” as in, “My sister is so mo den, she
only listens to rdc [rock], rap and jazz. She only wears
imported jean[s].”

One peculiar transplant is [6 gich [logic]. The logic for
incorporating a foreign word is to introduce a new object or
idea. Why do Vietnamese import “logic,” when they already
have [y ludn? For cachet purposes, I suppose, the same reason
why Italian restaurants in the U.S. are dubbed “ristorante.”

Unlike French, which has given Vietnamese ragu [ragout|, bo
[beure], pho ma [fromage], sa lach [salade], pho [pot-au-feu],
80 co la [chocolat], banh gato [gateaux), banh flan [flan], paté,
paté chaud, and yaourt, almost no American food names have
made it into Vietnamese. The handful of street stalls in Saigon
advertising "hot dog" peddle a forlorn-looking Vienna sausage,
served without mustard or ketchup.

Cocktail, often spelled cooktail, is a non-alcoholic mixed fruit
drink. A cao boi [cowboy] is a hoodlum. Mit tinh [meeting]
means a street demonstration. Madtxa [massage] has illicit
connotations which the traditional dam bdp (literally: “punch
and squeeze”) does not. Bé bi is just a baby, but ma mi
[mommy] is a madame in a whore house.

When someone is kicking back with a bia to enjoy a phim séch,
he’s nursing a cold one while rinsing his eyes with a sex video,
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which leads us to o /i zin, from the English “origin.” Not a
noun in Vietnamese but an adjective, this word means,
curiously enough, “virginal.”

“Are you o li zin?”

“Yes, I am still a virgin.”

“Are you a ladiman?”

“No, I am a ladies’ man.”

Even “American” has been reshaped in the Vietnamese
lexicon. In 1995, as I was walking on a Saigon street--literally,
since there was no room on the sidewalk--a cyclo driver,
pedaling alongside, hassled me relentlessly to ride in his cab.
Despite my repeated refusals, he nagged on.

"Where are you from?" The guy asked.

It's my least favorite question. I didn't answer him.

"Where are you from?" He repeated.

Again I ignored him.

"You are a Nacirema," he decided, and pedaled away.

Nacirema is American spelled backward. He was right. [ am a
backward American.

La di man 6 li din
Thoi nay, ai ciing thudc 1ong vai tir tiéng Anh, ngon ngir ciia dé
quoc, dé¢ dé ban rong, ti€p khach, mo trang sex trong gid lam

viée, nhung trude day vai thé ky, bon thuy thii, cai nhom duy
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nhit duoc troi dat khap noi, thuong biét qua loa dén ba bdn thir
tiéng. Columbus, chiang han, c6 thé “0 & ca ngan ngdn ngit.”
Vi Genoa 1a tiéng me dé, hin viét bang tiéng TAy Ban Nha
nhiém Bo6 Pao Nha, ric thém vai chuc tir La Tinh va Y. Nhu
méy tay ludt bién khac, hin cling ranh lingua franca, mét loai
tap pin 10 nhirng thr tiéng réman, tron ti tiéng A Rap, Hy Lap
va Thd Nhi Ky. Bun xin dai tr, gi6i tir, voi mot van pham tho
so, dong tir thi mién qua kht, ching may tuong lai, lingua
franca la mét thir ngén ngir ¢ cua, ludn bién dang, dé dan tir
phia c6 thé trao d6i ma khoi la hét hay 1am dau lung tung, méa
1oi, dé ho co thé tra gia, lam tinh, hay it nhat thay phién ra vo,
qua lai v&i nang Kiéu bat dong, mién phi, con ngua dame de
voyage mac dich, sau khi chia sé mau phé ma moc méo. Vai
tro cua lingua franca bi giam di khi mot vin hod lan ap nhimng
vin hoa khac. Khong nhu bon thuy thi, quan chiém déng hiém
khi chju thuong luong v6i dan dia phuong, béng bat ctr ngon
ngir ndo. Ho chang can hoc tiéng la, nhung cai bon ban x{r ngd
ngd, liac thi cau c6, lic cudi ngde, phai thudc it nhit cau
“Stop!” [“Ngung!”], hay “Don’t move!” [“Dung nhtc nhich”].

Gan 3 triéu linh My dén Viét Nam, nhung ho khong rinh mét
tir Viét vé nuéc. Chom 1am gi? Chi niang va li. Chir “tet” c6
trong nhiéu tr dién MY, nho bién ¢ Tét Mau Than, nhung ban
khong bao gid nghe tir nay trong dbi thoai. “Cha gio” ¢o lap l()
moét thoi, nhung nay dé nhoa vao di vang. (Bén Phap, tr “nem”
mao danh mon goi cudn, ban bai Ta, Tau va Tay, mudn nudc
mam phai dip thém 25 xu.) Nam 1988, Yusef Komunyakaa,
mét cuu chién binh M7 tai Viét Nam, cho ra mét tap tho “Dien
Cai Dau.” U, thi tao dién, may dién. Khong biét “dién cai dau”
trong tiéng A Rap 1a gi?

Stop! Don't move! Ti mi hazer venir pazzo! May lam tao dién
cai dau! Ca ca théng My, dan Vié¢t da thAm vai chuc tr cua
nuéc hué ky. Nam 1998, t6i mo xudng Can Tho. Ngdi tai mot
quén café, dudi bong tugng lanh tu sung siing, thod tac, toi théy
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mot nhém thanh nién dng eo, tha budc trén phd. Ho dong danh
chang thua Little Richard (6ng t6 cia Tuan Anh). “La di man!”
g3 son son tai ban bén canh thot.

To61 chua tirng nghe tir d6. “La di man la céi gi?”
“Pdng tinh. Tui n6 dong tinh. Tui né 1a la di man!”

Ngudi Viét thuong goi ngudi duc dong tinh 1a bé dé, tir chir
Phép pédé, hay bong, vira c6 nghia den tdi, vira lang muét. Con
¢6 tir hi-fi, tinh duc hai dau, nhai chit hai phai, &m duong luan
chuyén, hai thanh mot. Phan van nira phat t6i méi suy “la di
man” da bi chuyén léch tir “ladies’ man.” Pao thai thanh tu
long Viét Nam, nghia cia né da bi 1on nguoc, tr mot tén duc
¢0, thu hat nhiéu phu nit, mdt “man” cia nhiéu “ladies,” thanh
mot ntra phu nit, “lady,” nra dan 6ng, “man.”

Nhiéu tir Anh ngit trong tiéng Viét nam trong pham vi ky thuét:
radio, TV, video, computer, fax... Mot s6 khac, quan su: xe
tdng [tank], bom [bomb], na pan [napalm], min [mine]...

Bon tré hop thoi thi ctr sudt ngdy mé den [modern] nay, mo
den ng, nhu “Con em tao nd rat mé den, no chi nghe nhac roc
[rock], rap va jazz. N6 chi mdc quan jean[s] nhép.”

Mot tir lai cing rat lang xet, phi ly, la 16 gich [logic]. Cai 16
gich muon tir ngoai qudc 13 dé xen v6 mot thé vat hay khai
niém maoi. Tai sao nguodi Vit lai dung “16 gich” khi ho da co
san “Iy luan”? Chang 1& “16 gich” sang hon? Ciing nhu tai M¥,
nhiéu nha hang Y wa dung “ristorante” dé giat le, nghe cau ky,
ghé gém hon “restaurant.”

Nguoi Viét dd muon tir ngdn nglr Phap chit ragu [ragout], bo
[beure], xa lach [salade], phd [pot-au-feu], s6 ¢6 la [chocolat],
banh gatd [gateaux], banh flan [flan], paté, paté chaud va
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yaourt, nhung, nguoc lai, ngdbn nglr Viét Véng bong thic an
My. Vai quiy ban rong tai Sai Gon c6 quang cdo “hot dog,”
nhung d6 chi la mdt loai xac xich xiu xiu, in in, nhd tho, tro
trui, thiéu mu tac va x6t ca chua dé uét at trét than.

Cocktail, thuong viét tréch thanh Cooktail, khéng 1am ban nga
nga, lang lang, quau hay trir tinh, ma chi ngot 1¢, ngot 1ét nhu
t ba. Cao bdi [cowboy] thi khong chin bo ma lai ca bo ca bat,
giut ddy chuyén va gio dan ba. Mit tinh [meeting] khong phai
1a budi hop ma 1a mdt cudc Xuéng duong, da ddo... hay don
chao, theo bao Nhan Dan, thi tudng Triét. Matxa [massage] thi
pham tdi hinh su, phai dut trudc, roi méi dat sau, khong nhu
dam bop, tuy trong mat xa ciing c¢6 nhimg man dam bop, chinh
1a bop. Bé bi thi chi la baby, nhung méa mi [mommy] thi khong
phai la me hién, nhop nhép ba trau, ding dudi cdy cau sip bi
d6n, rinh hat 6 cho con ut (con ca da thanh d6i véi thiang A-gi-
gi-d6 tai Pai Bac), ma lai 14 t ba, sin by hat 6 cho dan em ut.
Thoi budi vin minh, man rg kiéu méi, thiéu gi ké vira ndc bia
[beer] vira thu dan bang phim [ﬁlm] sech [sex], lam t6i nghi
dén tir o 1i din, tir chit Anh ngit “origin,” ngudén gdc. Khong

phai danh tir ma 1a tinh tur, o li din, 6 kia, cha cha, quai thay, c6
nghia la chua up 1a 1a.

“Anh o li din?”

“Vang, toi van con trinh.”

“Anh la di man?”

“Khong, to1 la ladies’ man.”

Ké ca tir “American” cling da bi nén lai boi cai ludi Viét Nam.

Nam 1995, khi F()i dang tha bd trén mdt con duong Sai Gon—
trén dudng, vi 1€ dudng qué bira bon—mot phu xich 16 ctir kem

428



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN PAI III
theo ti, 1ai nhai cau khach. Tuy t6i di tir chdi vai lan, hin
khong chiu thua.
"Anh ngudi nude nao?" Han hoi.
T6i ghét cau d6 nhét, nén khong tra 10i.
"Anh nguoi nudc nao?" Hin 1ap lai.
T6i lai 1o han.
"Anh 13 Nacirema," hin phan, roi dap di mét.

Nacirema la American danh van ngugc chiéu. Han qua dung.
T61 12 mot ngudi My nguoce chicu.

Trich tho:
Letter to my bed

Disheveled bed, sentimental sponge, love of my life,
Witness to all my horrors, my Valdez spills, my crimes,
Black-faced farces, commedia dell'arte--par-deux and solo,
Hopped-up rants, weepy pleas, morning conversations,

Do not spill our confidential beans to enemy intelligence.
They have surrounded us on all sides tonight, bed,

And tomorrow night, and the night after tomorrow night.
You are the leaky boat on the South China Sea fleeing

Ho Chi Minh City. You are the wide gurney of my nightly
dearth.

Thuw giri giwdng toi

Giwong xoc xech, mut sén, nguoi yéu doi doi cua toi,
Nguwoi ching kien nhitng sw kinh hoang, 6 nhiém, toi pham,
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Tro hé mat lo, cdi lwong, don ca va giao duyén,

Lai nhai say mem, van lon swot muot, tro chuyén budi
sang,

Durng tho ra nhitng bi mdt cua minh cho tinh bdo dich.
Chiing dd bao triim minh t6i nay, givwong t6i oi,

Va téi mai, va toi mai nita,

May la thuyén ling trén Bién Hai Nam thodt khoi
Thanh Phé Ho Chi Minh.

May la cdi cang cua sw thiéu thon hang dém cua tao.

Cing va mém

T6i c6 nguoi cha cing.
T6i co nguoi me mém.

Me may mém ¢ ddu?

— Me t6i mém ¢ khdp noi.

Ché nao me ciing mém.

Me ap cdi mém vao mat toi.

T6i ro cdi mém ciia me.

Téi ro ché mém nhat ciia me.

T6i bdu cdi mém nhat cia me.

Pau qud, me sung swdng ira nwéc mdt.

Con cha may? Cha may cung ¢ dau?
— Cha t6i thi chi cung o mot noi.

Nguwoi cha mém
Cha toi khong cung, ong mém.
Tham chi ong con mém hon me toi.
Ong thich trum cai mém lén toi.
Toi thich nhui vao cai mém cua ong.
Co nguwoi noi, “Meém qua, hay gi?
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Curng chang swong hon sao?”
Nguwoi me cirng

Vi cha t6i mém, me téi phdi ciing.

Me 16i, ché nao cing cung.

Nhin toi voi cap mat cuc ky cung, me bao,
“Thang cha may mém, nén tao phdi cirng.”

Twong hop

Me t6i cam, cha téi diéc.

Me t6i xi xon, cha t6i ndi nhiéu.
Me t6i lanh cam, cha toi liét duwong.
Me toi dam ta, cha t6i dam dang.
Me 6i diém, cha téi déu.

Me to6i thu doan, cha toi xdo tra.
Me 16i kiéu co, cha téi vénh vdo.
Me toi nong can, cha toi dot nat.
Me toi nhat, cha toi hen.

Me toi nguec lép, cha toi bung phé.
Me toi ho, cha toi mom.

Me toi an man, cha toi khat nuoc.

Thoe tinh cho m¢

Thoi ma.

Théi ma.

Ma thui.

Ma théi cho t6i

Ca cuoc doi.

(Ma.)

Me Viét Nam, lang

Ma Diét Nam. Chot thcfy
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Mo Giao Chi, tui toe toét,
Xoa xoa da day.

Thang con mat day, phiii
Dit lép, ngoanh moéng da

Ghé wot, toi cg mo gitra chy
Qué'c £é. Mo bao, May beo, thua
Ca ca ve trong nuoc. Hon nita,
Lai phan dong. Thoi thi. Thoi ma.
Xin bam ba, hwong héi hwong,
Sdm héi, téi rén, Tiéng A bo co con
Thi nhac rap A bo co con, thi tui
Va mo sé con lénh dénh duoi dit
Thang Ngé. Tuy mo' con nguy
Homn tui, ma Viét cua mo phai,
Tui qudi thai, nhung, nhung

Sé co ngay, ngon cdi

Tui va mo hun nhau.

Tho ngu ngon

Ma voi khach la mot. Khach co khac.

Nha c6 khach nghia la ma dang nhap.

Ma tham thi phdi khui bia. Muén duéi,

Ban chi can cat giong, Viét Nam, Ho

Chi Minh, Viét Nam, Ho Chi Minh.

Sai Gon ddy ma. Téi quen mt mu son son
C6 hai dira con gdi. Mét con hon nhién, yéu
Vi tinh, mot con thi ngua, chi déo vi tien. Mu
Rat ghét dira trong sach va cam né roi nha.
Mbi lan né lén ra, my vira qudt né vira chiri,
“Suw cha may! May yéu mét thang dap xich 16,
Hay thi s vé van gi d6. N6 hén hé du may,
Ma chang cho may mét Pé. Po6 khon nan!”’
Con ngua thi mu cho long rong thoadi mdi,

Vi no da tw mo ra nhitng tro nguea thai. No
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An 1ii ké gia, mém tré, mién sao dwoc i xi.

N6 song ld ludt, xudt ngoai thuwong xuyén,

Sam kim khi dién tir cho me hién. Dang le

Ba me con phai dwoc ém déem, sung tuc mai mai,
Nhung that la cho ma, mu boANng cam thdy cdi vii
Bén trdi cia minh la la, chdc la khéng gi, khong
Pdng ban tam, nhung khoi budu cir tir tir 16i ra,
Da vu lom, hinh dang va mau da khac thwong.
Khdc c6 nghia la khdch, ¢é nghia la ma. Mudn
Xua khach, ban chi can hat, Viet Nam, Hé...
Xéo cdi vii doi truy, mu bay gio bi liét mot bén.
T6i la bac si. Cdi vii lanh ciia my, t6i két hon.

Tho an lai

Chao ban, toi cho ban xoi

Ké gan b6 nhit ciia doi toi.

Tuy téi khéng giét ban téi, ban a,

Toi da hoan hi khi hay tin no chét,

Cting nhu no, bao dam, sé lan dung

Cuoi sdc sua khi biét t6i da qua doi.

Véi cdy dao bén nhdt hay cim nhat,

Bt cir cdy ndo tién tay, i sé chia

Miii dao vao tinh mach cua ban,

Quan sat cai quai ham run ray,

Hoi ban vé ‘nhitng nhén xét am o

Cua ban vé rugu, tranh va thi ca.

Xuwa nay toi van wa mia thu nhat 16i tram ngam,
Khi mdu ban dang lan dan trong budi sang rét,
Khi téi khdc hinh chit thip 1én cdi bung ngo ngo,
Khi t6i lam ruét ban, thinh thoanh liéc qua vai minh.

[=}]

L

Tuy trén co thé toan la 16,
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Khéng phdi 16 ndo ciing quy nhu nhau.
Ban co sau hay bay 167

Khéng phdi 16 la dm u.

C6 nhiéu 16 sang chéi, tung birng.
C6 nhiéu 16 rirng ruc.

L6 nay rat thom, rdt fuor.

L6 nay hong hong, mém diu.

L6 nay luu loat, hiéu doi.

T6i dom cai lo au sau
Qua mét cai lo muc nat.

Hay vuét ve, tha thir tieng 16 mét.
Hay thong cai l6 thong thuong nay.

Tho héu chién

Troi do miea, con miea cang liic

Cang nang hat. Loi dung thoi riét,

Toi ra lénh cho phe ta nhanh chong

Roi con sudi ngdp miede, b mdc

3 ban bi thwong nam lai véi dat troi.

Sdm t6i, chiing téi phat hién ra mét hang da,

Nén han hoan chui vao an ndu. Néu khéng ké

Nhitng ban vé tir troi day, troi do, thi hau hét

Chi moi 1o xo tw do — phdn lon dwoc tuyén mo

Voi loi hira “'sé dwoc gian nan, hanh phuc tai do do,”
Sau khi hoan thanh nhiém vu. Nhung dén phiit nay,
Chdng ai con nghi dén chuyén di d6 do, ma chi

Mong thoat khoi vong vdy cua chung no.

Truoc khi lén duong, chung toi bop vun nhitng goi mi,
Nhét xuong ddy ba 16. Thit ga, thit heo, chiing t6i xé nho,
Rang thdt man, ém chat. Bdy gio vét ky, con sot vai nam,
Chung toi hirng nuwdc muwa, nau mot noi canh long bong.
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Muea suét ngay hém sau. C6 16 muwea ciing gdy khé khan
Cho chiing né, nén chiing téi tam thoi yén on. Péi qud,
Mot vai ban liéu mang bo ra ngoai, hdi vai mo rau rung.
Troi ddt, co thé, dau 6c, twong lai, qud khir Iong béng,
Tuyét vong, ca bon hau nhw chdng con suy nghi gi nira.
Chiing téi dot lira sang riee, hong khé quan do, do lanh.
Vét thwong nhiém trimg khién ti lén con sot, co qudp
Trong mét goc, chang chién hitu ndo con dé y dén téi.
Tat cd chi lo cho mang séng ciia minh. Vai ban thi thao,
Néu chiing danh vao, chdc phe ta phai dau hang hét.

Sang, tanh, toi ra lénh lén duwong. Truoc khi di chuyén,
T6i néi véi anh em, “Ai mudn vé thi civ vé.” Chang phdi
T6i dé dai, nhung co 1€ t6i nghi dén phdt sing “dn hué”
Cua dong doi khi canh tay toi sung, di phai chong gay.
(Nhung ve lam sao duwoc khi tam ban do duy nhdt

Dad nam cung voi cdi xdc cua anh X?)

Qua mdt trang c6 tranh trong trdi, chiing téi chang buon
Nguy trang vi déi véi chiing toi, cdi chét liic nay chinh la
Mot én xd, con bi bat thi nhw la dwoc sinh ra lan thir hai.
Ban, chiing né tran xuéng, ban. A tring dan, gidy danh
dach.

B ngd guc nhw than chudi bi phat ngang. Biét la chang con
Lam gi dwoc nita, téi rit khdu sing ngan deo bén héng,
Ké lén thai dwong, bop co, ty sat. C ciing tu sat. Riéng D,
Khi vira buéng chot qua lyu dan, dinh ném, thi bat ngo.

Thoe cho hai nhi
Mat trang la mon an khuya cho loai doi
Va nhitng ba gia mom mém. Mong du,
N6 dom vao cira s6 mot bé gai. “Ne,
Em tang trang mot cai no lom dom.”
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Tréng luon lén givong mot ga cé don,

Véi tdm drap ngd mau va cdi chan dién.

“Ngueoi ldy cdi goi thira, nam sat lai ddy.”

Tring sdi buede dén sap thit déng khdch.

“Trang, may cw tich thu nhitng cdy dao nay.

Tao chdn ngdy nhitng tang thit rudm mdu.”

Tring cé tim nhung khong sao kiém dwoc

Xa lim cua nguoi ti bi bo roi. Gan ga gady,

Trang ron rén den mét keé viét van. Nhin

Qua cdi vai gdy cia han, trang doé mdt

Khi thdy han dd mai mé viét ca dém—

Chang gi la— “trang, trang, trang, trang...”

Gdc bdi hai con ché, trang la mt chiéc gwong van ran
Ban cé thé buéc vao, dé cudi cing dén ché khéng dau.

-0—

Nam 2007, trong khi phong van nha van Dinh Linh, Minh
Thuy dac phai vién dai RFA da gidi thi¢u nha tho Dinh Linh:

“Pinh Linh la nha tho My goc Viét khong xa la voi ban doc
trong va ngoai nuwdc hon 10 nam nay. Voi loz viét tdo bao,
phéng khodng, vira diéu cot vira cay ding vé con nguoi va
cude doi, theo cdch éng néi la kiéu “khéi hai den”.

Trude khi dén véi van chuwong Dinh Linh lam du thir nghé chan
tay, tho son, quét don dé song va co diéu kién theo duoi nghiép
van chwong, mot nghé theo ong la rat gay go, gian kho.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Linh Dinh Web: oneviet.com
- Original ladies ‘'man Web: poeticinvention.blogspot.com
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8. Andrew Lam

Andrew Lam - LAm Quang Diing (1964-20 )

Andrew Lam tén that [a Lam Quang Diing sinh ndm 1964 tai
Mién Nam Viét Nam, 13 con cua trung tuéng Quén luc Viét
Nam Cong hoa Lam Quang Thi. O Viét Nam Andrew Lam hoc
truong Lycée Yersin tai Pa Lat.

Andrew Lam rodi khoi Viét Nam khi Saigon that thii vao thang
4 nam 1975. O Hoa Ky 6ng theo hoc tai University of
California, Berkeley véi mon chinh 1a Sinh Hoéa. Sau d6, ong
tor bo theo hoc Y khoa, da tham dy vao cac chuong trinh tap
viét van tai San Francisco State University.

Nam 1993, trong khi con dang hoc 6ng di viét cho Pacific
News Service, dugc giai thuong cho phong vién tré tudi xut
sic The Outstanding Young Journalist Award ctia Society of
Professional Journalists.
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Mot phim tai liéu cua Public Broadcasting System (PBS) do
WETA san xuét trong thap nién 2000 néi 3 ciu chuyén cua
nhitng nguoi Hoa Ky tré vé thim qué huong, trong do co
chuyén tr& vé Viét Nam ctia Andrew Lam.

Andrew Lam hién tai 1a chu but ctia trang New America
Media. Ong cling 12 mgt phong vién va nha van viét truyén
ngan.

Vao nam 2005, 6ng cho phat hanh tap truyén Perfume Dreams,
v€ van d¢ quan hé va vai tro cua mét nguoi Viét dang song &
Hoa Ky.

Nam 2006, Andrew Lam da dugc giai thuong PEN Open Book
Award cho cubn Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the
Vietnamese Diaspora. (Nhitng gidc mo huong) Ong ciing dong
gop thuong xuyén cho National Public Radio's A/l Things
Considered.

Cudn sach thir 2 cua 6ng: "East Eats West: Writing in Two
Hemispheres" (Dong an Tay) la mot suy ngam veé cac quan hé
Pong-Tay, va van dé su nhap cu cla nguoi A chau da thay doi
phuong Tay nhu thé nao. N6 dugc xép vao 10 cudn sach ding
dau theo xép hang cuia tap chi Shelf Unbound viao nim 2010.

"Birds of Paradise Lost" cudn sach tha 3 cua ong, 12 mdt suu
tap nhiéu chuyén ngan vé nhitng ngudi Viét méi toi Hoa Ky,
1ap lai cudc doi tai vinh San Francisco sau mot cudc di cu dai
va nhiéu dau kho tir Viét Nam.

Andrew Lam viét blog thudng xuyén cho Huffington Post.

Tuy kin d4o vé van dé tinh duc, vao ndm 2009 Lam da tham du
mot cudc phong van cho mot tuyén tap v€ chan dung nhiing
nguoi dong tinh Hoa Ky.
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Tac pham:
- Perfume dreams (Heyday Books, 2005)

- East eats west (Heyday Books, 2010)
- Birds of paradise lost (Red Hen Press, 2013)

Trich van:
Aging in a Foreign Land
(A commentary posted on New American Media on 10 Jan
2007)

This article is an account by Ngoc Bich Lam as told to her son
Andrew Lam.

There's a Vietnamese saying: America is paradise for the
young, but hell for the old, and how true it seems now that I'm
in my mid-70s. America has all these products that cater to
children: toys, movies, video games, theme parks. For the old
there's only isolation and loneliness.

Vietnamese are defined by family, by community, and when
you lose that, you lose a big part of who you are. In Vietnam I
never thought of living anywhere else but in my homeland.
You live and die where your ancestors lived and died. You
have your relatives, your clan; you have your family, your
temple.

Once we were bound to the land in which our ancestors are
buried, and we were not afraid of death and dying. But in
America our old way of life is gone. We were forced to flee
after the war ended in 1975, and we have lived in exile since
then. Today, my friends and relatives are scattered across the
world.
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In America you lose so much the older you get -- friends,
relatives , memories, mobility, a sense of yourself. The phone
rings. I pick it up. It's Mrs. so-and-so in Los Angeles. She's got
diabetes and had her leg amputated. Then the phone rings
again: Mr. so-and-so in Georgia has lung cancer. He's only got
a few months left. Back in Vietnam, we were all good friends.
But at my age, how do you visit when they're thousands of
miles away? Can you imagine calling your close friends as they
lay dying in a hospital, apologizing for not being able to go see
them for one last time? Well, I do that monthly now. It's very
sad.

My husband and I, we are planning a trip this summer to
Europe. It's our final trip, to say goodbye to relatives and
friends. We know we won't be able to travel after this, as our
strength is failing. We'll never see them again after that. I can
hardly climb down stairs because my knees hurt very badly.
We sold our house and live in a condo with an elevator because
it's the only way to be independent now.

What [ worry about most is that my memory is not what it used
to be. I am the keeper of our family tree, but it's all in my head.
Who's related to whom was my specialty, being the oldest
daughter in the family. But none of my children know about
the large clan connection, not even my younger siblings.
Without me, people who used to be relatives will be strangers
if they meet again on the street. I used to know all the way to
my third cousins on both my side and my husband's side of the
family. I have to write down all of their names before my
memory goes.

Sometimes when I get up in the morning, I stare out at the trees

outside and wonder where I am. Sometimes I go to the
apartment complex across the street, where there are some

440



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

abandoned cats. I feed them with my leftovers. They recognize
my voice. I call and they run to me. They are my source of joy.
When my children and grandchildren visit it's a great time, of
course. But everyone has their own lives. They come once in a
while, but what do you do with all those empty hours that
stretch out before you?

My mother, who died at the age of 97, and my mother-in-law,
who died at the age of 95, were in the same convalescent home
for years. I used to take the bus to see them everyday, even
when I was working. I knew how sad it was to grow old in
America even back then, when I was healthy and younger. The
nurses told me how lucky the two grandmothers were, having
all these children and grandchildren visiting them on a regular
basis. "It's the Vietnamese way," I would tell them. All those
other old people, their children rarely visit. I remember a few
old women sitting in their wheelchairs waiting for their
children or family, day in and day out, and no one came. There
was even one who outlived her children and still, everyday, she
expected her sons to walk in through the door. How tragic to
live so long and to be so alone!

The old are obsolete here in America. Neither respected nor
deemed important. Back home, the elders are given the highest
place of honor, and it was they who dispensed wisdom and
shared their experiences with those who came up after them.
It's not true here. No one wants to hear what you have to say.
You feel isolated from your Americanized children and
grandchildren. They laugh at things I don't understand.
America is so much more their country than it is mine.

In the winter afternoons I sit and watch the barren trees, feeling
very lost. I think of how the whole world I once knew is all
gone now, like incense smoke. I think of the old country, of the
Tet Festivals back in Saigon, of the weddings and holidays,
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with gatherings of families and friends, everyone together,
children running, adults gossiping, women cooking together,
and I feel this deep yearning for the distant past.

Cadi gia trén dit la

(thudt lai theo 101 k& ciia me tac gid, ba Ngoc Bich Lam)
Nguyen DBuc Nguyén chuyén ngir

Nguoi Viét c6 mot cau noéi: My 1a thién duong gidi tré, dia
nguc gidi gia. Nay t6i da vao cai tudi gitta 70, ciu noi nay that
1a tham thia. My c6 tit ca nhiing san pham danh cho thanh
thiéu nhi: d6 choi, phim anh, may choi dién tir thinh thi, khu
gidi tri ¢6 chii dé (theme parks). Con dbi v6i ngudi gia, thi chi
c6 su ¢d 1ap va ndi co don.

Can ban nép song ctia ngudi Viét dua vao gia dinh, cong dong,
va khi ta mat nhiing cai d6, ta mat di mot phan 16n cai toi. Khi
con song & Viét Nam, t6i khong bao gio nghi dén viéc sinh
song tai mot noi nao khac ngoai qué huong. Ta song va chét
noi tién nhan di séng va da chét. Ta c6 than nhan, giong ho; ta
c6 gia dinh, c6 nhimg miéu dén.

Mot khi ta da quen mién dat voi md ma t6 tién, ta sé khong con
so tir than va cai chét. Nhung tai My, 16i séng cii cua ching ta
khong con nita. Chiing ta bi budc phai ra di khi cudc chién két
thuc vao nam 1975, va chung ta da song xa x@ tir lic 6. Ngay
nay, ban bé va than nhan cta chiung ta tdn man khép noi trén
thé gii.

Tai MY, cang gia cang mat mat nhiéu — ban bé, than nhan, tri
nhg, khd nang di chuyén va y nghi cua chinh minh. Chudng
dién thoai kéu. To1 nhac ong may. Pay la ba tén-nay-tén-no &
Los Angeles. Ba mic bénh tiéu duong va moi bi cua chan. Roi
chudng dién thoai lai reo niia: Ong tén-ni-tén-nd & Georgia bi
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ung thu phdi, chi con séng khoang vai thang. O Viét nam,
chung t6i déu 13 ban than. Nhung vé6i cai tudi doi chong chat
nhu t6i, t6i lam sao dén thim ho duoc khi ho hang ngan ciy sb
cach xa? Lam sao ta tudng tuong duogc dén viéc goi dién thoai
cho nguoi ban than khi ho nam cho chét trong bénh vién, dé
ndi 161 xin 18i 1a khong thé tan minh dén viéng thim dugc lan
cudi. Ay vay, toi 1am diéu nay mdi thang, budn ldm.

T6i va chong toi, chung t6i du dinh di mot chuyén du lich Au
chau vao ky he t6i day. Chuyén di nay 14 chuyén di cubi cing,
dé noi 101 gid biét than nhan bé ban. Ching toi biét 1a sau
chuyén di nay, chiing toi s& khong di day di ¢ duoc nira vi strc
khoe di kém, s& khong thay mat ho nita. Toéi gan nhu khong
bude xubng dugc cau thang nha vi ddu gbi chan rat dau. Nha
thi da ban, gio thi ching t6i ¢ trong mdt chung cu c6 thang
may vi d6 1a diéu kién duy nhat ma chung toi c¢6 thé séng doc
1ap khong nho va dén ai bay gio.

Diéu ma t6i quan tdm nhét 1a tri nhd suy sup rat nhiéu. Toi 1a
nguoi gitr gia pha cta giong ho, nhung tat ca déu nam & trong
dau. Biét ai lién quan voi ai nhu thé nao trong ho 1a nghé dic
biét cua to1, ngudi con gai trudng trong nha. Nhung khong mot
dira con nao cua toi biét dugc nhitng mdi day lién hé gia dinh
trong gia tdc, ngay ca dén nhilng nguoi em cia chinh toi.
Khoéng c6 toi, ho hang than thich sé& tré thanh ké xa la néu tinh
¢ gdp nhau trén duong phd. Téi ¢ thé nhé dén dugce nhimg
ba con c6 di cht bac ba doi cua gia dinh bén té1 va ctuia ca bén
chdng. Toi phai viét xudng trudc khi tri nhé t6i lut hét.

Thinh thoang vao budi sang khi thirc day, t6i lang nhin cay cbi
ngoai phd va ty hoi t6i dang & noi nao. Poi luc, t6i di sang khu
chung cu ké cén, noi c6 mot sé meo hoang, va cho chung an
nhiing thirc an thira. Khi t6i cét tiéng goi, chung nhan ra giong
no6i cua toi va bd xua lai. Bay gid, chung 1a nhimng niém vui
nho cua to1.
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DPuong nhién nhitng ngay hanh phtic nhit 1a nhimg ngay con
chau dén tham. Nhung ching ciing c6 doi song riéng, thinh
thoang chi dén choi dugc mot luc roi vé, toi lam gi cho hét
nhitng khoang thi gid trong trai sau d6?

Me t6i, ba mét nim ba 97 tudi, va me chéng toi, qua doi luc 95
tudi; ca hai nguoi co sdng chung trong mot khu dudng ldo
nhiéu nim. To6i thuong di xe buyt dén tham hai ba mdi ngay,
ngay ca khi con di lam. Tir lac d6 t6i da biét cai tham ndo cia
ngudi gia trén dat My, ngay khi t6i con tré trung manh khoe.
Céc nhan vién diéu dudng ¢ d6 thuong noi voi toi 1a hai ba co
phuéc 1am, thudng c6 duge con chau dén tham. Toi tra 10i:
“P6 1a 161 séng cua nguoi Viét Nam”. Con nhimmg nguoi gia
khac, con chau ho it dén. T6i c6 nhd mot sé ba 1do, ngdi trén
nhitng chiéc xe day, ngong trong con chau hay ngudi than,
ngay nay qua ngay khac, nhung chang thay ai. Co ca mot ba
cy, cu con song 1au hon nhitng ngudi con trai; mdi ngay ba van
ngdi chd trong mong hinh anh ngudi con trai budc qua khung
ctra. That toi nghiép khi nguoi ta séng dai nhu vay trong su cd
don!

O x My nay, tudi gia dung la tudi 16 thoi; ca hai déu khong
dugc nguoi ta kinh né hay cho mot chat gi quan trong. O qué
nha, cic 6ng gia ba ldo thi dugc né vi nhat, vi ho 1a nhitng
nguoi chia xé tui khon cung kinh nghiém cho nhiing nguoi di
sau. Pidu d6 khong co & day. Khong ai mudn nghe tiéng noi
ctia ngudi gia. Ho cam thay bi ¢ 1ap ngoai vong ranh gidi ciia
con chau M hoa ctia ho. Chiing cudi vang vé nhiéu thir ma toi
khong hoan toan hiéu dugc. My ding 1a mot qubc gia cia gisi
tré hon la gidi gia nhu to1.

Vao nhitng budi chiéu mua dong, toi ng01 nhin nhiing hang cay
tro tryi 14, tim hon lac 16ng. Toi nghi vé cai thé gidi ma toi da
biét, nay di bay xa, nhu lan khoi huong trAm. Tdi nghi dén cb
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huong, dén nhimg mua 18 Tét & Saigon, dén nhitng dam cudi,
d4m hoi, dén nhimg chuyén du lich, nhitng lan tiu tit hop méit
gia dinh, ai ai cling c6 mdt, con nit chay quanh, nguoi 16n ngoi
noi chuyén doi chuyén gau, dan ba con gai quay quan chung lo
viéc bép nudce. Va toi cam thiy rat khao khat nhitng ngay qua
khtr xa xua.

Perfilfie -
Dreams

.'4:3‘"“' Birds o[
3 ﬁ Pm-im

" Andrl— lam

_—
Nhan xét ctia Audrey Magazine vé Andrew Lam nhu sau:

“As a first-generation Vietnamese American, Lam is able to
write about the full spectrum of the Vietnamese immigrant
experience, ranging from memories of idyllic childhood in
Saigon to his family's painful post-war exile in America. Lam's
insights into Asian American life are reflected in candid, witty
anecdotes that reveal much about the difficulties of living in
two cultures.”
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Va trong bai Andrew Lam, nha van tré thanh dat trong van gioi
nguoi My goc Viét, Mic Lam phong vién dai RFA da gi6i thiéu
va nhan dinh vé Andrew LAm nhu sau:

“Andrew Lam la nha van tré thanh dat trong van gioi nguoi
My goc Viét tai Hoa Ky. Sang My tir khi con nhé tuéi, Lam da
hoa nhdp vao céng dong nay mét cach thodi mdi va ngoi viét
ciia anh nhanh chéng thuyét phuc nguoi doc ban xir qua nhitng
trang viét trén cdac bao New York Times, The LA Times va San
Francisco Chronicle.

Andrew Lam tdp trung tam nhin ciia minh trén nhiéu géc canh
Xda hoi voi nhitng rung cam cua mot trdi tim di dan va do do
nhitng xiic dong nay dé dang dwoc chia sé béi nguoi doc.
Nhitng truyén ngan ciia anh luén dwoc danh gia cao va chiém
nhiéu gidi thuéng ciing nhw dwoc chinh thite dwa vio chwong
trinh giang day tai nhiéu truwong dai hoc tai My’

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Andrew Lam Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Aging in a foreign land Web: gocnhinalan.com
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9. Lai Thanh Ha

Lai Thanh Ha (1965-20 )

Lai Thanh Ha sinh nam 1965 tai Viét Nam, trong gia dinh c6 9
anh em, 6 anh trai, hai chi gai va c6 la con gai ut. Cha mat vi
chién tranh. Me tdo tan nudi 9 nguoi con.

Nam 1975, ca gia dinh 161 Viét Nam dén ving Montgomery,
bang Alabama, My sinh song, ndm d6 c6 moi 1én 10 va hoc
chua hét 16p 4 ¢ Viét Nam.

Lai Thanh Ha tt nghiép tai dai hoc Austin & Texas vé nganh
truyén thong béo chi.

Néam 1988, Lai Thanh Ha lam thong tin vién cho to b4do The
Orange County Register 13 to bao 16n nhat & Quén Cam
California, cong viéc cta cb 1a chuyén ly tin tirc c¢6 lién quan
dén canh sat. Lai Thanh Ha lam cho & béo trong 18 thang, cam
thdy khong thich hop vi ¢6 thich viét van hon 1 cong viée san
tin, nén sau dé6 cd nghi viéc, dén New York vira di 1am vira di
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hoc tai New York University, tai day co léy béng Cao hoc My
Thuat, sau do c6 lam gido vién day ¢ Parsons The New School
for Design.

Mot quang duong dai, ap U tr¢ thanh nha van, Thanh Ha da
phai mat 15 nam d¢€ hoan tat tic phdm cua minh 1a Inside Out
& Back Again do nha xuat ban HarperCollins an hanh.

Inside Out and Back Again 1a mot cudn tiéu thuyét ngan, viét
theo dang tho, gdm 121 bai tho, trong d6 tac gia ké vé thoi tho
Au ciia mot co bé tén Ha, cung tén voi tac gia, dugc 10 tudi,
map tron, con ham choi cua Saigon nhitng nam 1975. La mot
hoc sinh 16p bon, Ha chang bao gid lo nghi xa hon chuyén lam
thé nao dé choc tirc co ban hoc gioi ngdi canh bén, hay lam sao
dé cay du du ngoai vuron mau ra trai. Saigon that thu, Ha va gia
dinh 18n tau vuot bién trong mét mat, so hii. Sau bao ngay long
dong trén thuyén, c6 bé cling ba nguoi anh va me cip bén trai ti
nan. Cubi cing, ca gia dinh dugc mot ngudi My dao Tin Lanh
tai Alabama béo trg. Ha cb gang lam quen vé6i vo van diéu méi
mé cia nudc My xa la. Dat nuéc nay khong nhu “gidc mo
M¥,” nhu moi ngudi thuong ké.

Khong ai tin, khi toi noi
néu duorc,

toi da chon

cdi thoi chién Sai Gon
thay vi

sw yén tinh o Alabama.

Nam 2011, tac pham Inside Out & Back Again, duoc giai
thuong National Book Awards 2011: 1a giai thuong thuong
nién Van hoc My cua Hi¢p hoi Nha van My, dugc trao vao
ngay 16-11-2011 tai New York voi 1.233 cubn sach dugc dé
ctr. Cubn Inside Out & Back Again di vuot qua 278 cudn,
gianh giai thudc loai Van hoc tré.
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Nam 2012, tic phidm Inside Out & Back Again duoc giai
thuong Newbery Honor Book 2012: 1a giai thuong thuong nién
cua Hi¢p hoi Dich vu Thu vién danh cho thiéu nhi, duoc trao
vao ngay 23-1-2012, tai Dallas, Texas.

Thanh Ha ciing tiét 10, sau Inside Out & Back Again, c6 bt tay
sang tac cudn tiéu thuyet thir hai 1a Listen, Slowly ké vé mot bé

gai 12 tu01 ngudi My gbe Viét giau co, rit duoc cung chiéu, va
bi budc vé Viét Nam nghi he.

Lai Thanh Ha dinh cu & New York, séng voi chéng la Henri
Omer va co con gai.
Tac pham:
- Inside out & back again (Harper Collins, 2011)
Trich van:
Inside out and back again

To the tile floor
first

Not even Mother
sleeping beside me, knew

February 11
Tét
Every new year Mother visits
the I Ching Teller of Fate
This year he predicts
ours lives will twist inside out.

Maybe soldies will be no longer
patrol our neiborhood,

maybe I can jump rope

after dark,

maybe the whistles

that tell Mother
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to push us under the bed
will suop screeching.

But I heard

on the playground

this year’s banh chung
eaten only during Tét
will be smeared in blood

The war is coming
closer to home

Kim Ha
My name is Ha
Brother Quang remembers
I was red and fat
as a baby hippopotamus
when the first saw me,
inspiring the name
Ha Ma
River Horse.
Brother Vii screams, Ha Ya
and make me jump
every time
ne breaks woods or bricks
in imitation of Bruce Lee.

Brother Khoi calls me
Mother’s Tail
because Im always
three steps from her.

I can’t make my brothers
go live elsewhere,

but I can

hide their sandal
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We each have but one pair,
much needed

during this dry season
when the earth stings

Mother tell me

to ignore my brothers.

We name you Kim Ha

After the Golden (Kim) River (Ha)
where father and 1

one strolled in the evenings.

My parent had no idea
what three older brothers
can do

to the simple name
Ha
Mother tell me

They tease you
because they adore you

She ‘s wrong

but I still love

being near her, even more than I love
my papaya tree

I will offer her

its first fruit

Every day
Trén PetroTimes trong bai Nit nha van géc Viét doat gidi

thwéng van hoc tai My, Thanh Pong viét vé Lai Thanh Ha nhu
sau:

“Ban dau, ciing chang dé dang gi doi véi mét phu nit nhdp cie
tdp tanh viet van, ban thao dau tién da bi hon chuc nha xuat

451



HUYNH AI TONG

ban tir choi, cho dén khi nha sich Harper Collins quyét dinh
nhdn an hanh. Gio thi Lai Thanh Ha la mot cdi tén khd thu hit
trong gidi viét van véi nhieu doc gia dang cho don tac pham
moi cua chi.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Lai Thanh Ha Web: sachhay.org
- Iside out and back again Web: books.google.com
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10. Andrew X. Pham

F

|

Andrew X. Pham (1967-20 )

Andrew X. Pham sinh niam 1967 tai Phan Thiét, Nam Viét
Nam. Cha 1a Pham Théng gido vién cta chanh quyén m1en
Nam, dé c6 thém thu nhép ong Thong lam viéc voi quan doi vé
cOng tac tuyén truyén, do d6 sau 30-4-1975, 6ng Thong bi nha
cam quyén Cong san bat di hoc tp cai tao tai Trai cai tao Minh
Luong vai thang.

Niam 1977, ong Théng to chuc gia dinh vuot bién bang duong
bién, gdm c6 ong Thong, ba Thong, ¢ Dung, nguoi chi tén
Chi véi 3 em trai 1a Huy, Tién, Hién va Andrew. Pugc mot tau
hang ctia Malaysia vot dua vé trai ti nan & Jakarta trong 18
thang, sau d6 dugc mot nha tho Tin Lanh mua vé may bay cho
gia dinh Andrew t61 Louisiana dinh cu, vai thang sau me
Andrew sinh thém Kay.

Chin thang sau, gia dinh Andrew doi cu vé San Jose cho gin
v6i nguoi ba con ¢ d6. Trong mot 1an day con, 6ng Thong danh
Chi bang roi, bi ¢6 gido truong Trung hoc noi Chi hoc phat
hién, bao cho canh sat, 6ng Thong bi bét vi toi nguoc dai con
cai trong gia dinh. Sau do, Chi bd nha ra di.
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Andrew tot nghiép Trung hoc, theo hoc tai The University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

Nam 1990, Andrew tbt nghiép ky su khong gian, ong 1am viéc
cho hang United Airline nhung tir bo viéc lam, dé dung xe dap
chay xuyén cac ti€u bang mién Tay nudc My.

Con Chi, chi ciia Andrew sau mot thoi gian ving tim biét tich,
trg vé da phdu thuat dé doi giéi tinh tré thanh Minh, mot thoi
gian Minh khong thich (mg véi doi sdng, cubi cing quyét dinh
quyén sinh. Do su quyén sinh ciia Minh 1a dong luc thic diy
Andrew dung xe dap di tham quan & Nhat Ban, Viét Nam, Lao,
Théi, Campuchia. Ong cat nha g0 trén song Mékong, & bién
giéi Thai va Lao, song mot thoi gian dé tich lity kinh nghiém
sdng va viét.

Trai nghiém d6 Andrew sang tac Catfish and Mandala: 4 Two-
Wheel Voyage Through the Landscap and Memory of Vietnam
do nha xuin ban Farrar, Strauss and Giroux 4n hanh, da doat
giai Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize nam 1999. Sach cua ong
ciing dugc dich sang tiéng Puc dudi twa Mond iiber den
Reisfeldern va tiéng Phap Le souffle du cobra.

Nam 2008, dng dich Nhat ky cua Bang Thuy Tram ra Anh v an
Night I Dream of Peace

Nam 2009, ong xuit ban quyén The Eaves of Heaven: 4 Life in
three Wars

Andrew X. Pham da dugc céc giai thudng va vinh danh:
- Whiting Writer’s Award

- Guggenheim Fellow
- Kiriyama Winner

454



VAN HOC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III
Quyén Catfish and Mandala:

- Kiriyama Non-Fiction Prize Winner

- Quality Paperback Book Award for Non-Fiction
- Oregon Literary Prize

- Guardian Book Prize Finalist

- New York Times Notable Book of the Year

- Seattle Post Intelligencer Best Book of the Year
- Library Journal Best Book of the Year 1999

- San Francisco Chronicle Best Seller List

- Barnes & Noble Discovery Writer

- Border’s Original Voice

Quyén The Eaves of Heaven :

- National Book Critics Circle Finalist

- Honor Book of the Asian/Pacific American Librarians
Association

- One of the Ten Best Books of the Year, Washington Post
Book World

- One of the Ten Best Books of the Year, Portland
Oregonian

- One of the Los Angeles Times’ Favorite Books of the
Year

- One of the Best Books of the Year, Bookmarks Magazine

Ong dinh cu tai Portland, Oregon.

Tac pham:
- Catfish and mandala (Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 1999)
- Night I dream of peace (dich, 2008)
- The Eaves of heaven (2009)

Trich van:
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Why we write

Sometimes I wonder why I write when it’s such a costly
endeavor for someone like myself. I do not breathe words like
gifted writers. I grind them out, I chisel them from some dark
granite quarry. They don’t come cheaply.

Writing is either an addiction or a curse—probably both. It’s a
compulsion of some sort. Take the essay below for instance: it
took several working days, nearly a week, to write; it came
from experiences and observations gathered over a month; it
made me sad in the writing; it earned me exactly $0 dollar.

But then my father read it, and he told me that it made him
cried. He told me that it was “Great” and I had done right by
our people and all that we had gone through, that I told a story
that no other writer has written or will write.

That means something to me.
The story is The Squid Sellers of Sihanoukville.

On the long white beaches of Sihanoukville, yoke-basket
women trudge across the hot, blinding sand, their silhouettes
etched against a shimmering sea. They shield their faces from
the tropical sun with palm hats and their limbs with long-sleeve
blouses and pants. They look as if they have just walked out of
the rice paddies. Scintillating aromas of grilled squids waft
from their swaying baskets. They are the humble purveyors of
the tastiest morsels in this Cambodian seaside resort.

The squids they sell have been caught fresh a few miles from
shore, mere hours ago. Last night, the fishermen steered their
illuminated boats out towards the deep water. One could see
them from the beach, bright green dots stretched across the
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night horizon like a string of Christmas lights. By the predawn
hours, their catch was ashore, sorted, iced, and on the way to
market. By noon, these women were barbecuing little kebabs
for beachgoers.

The squids are at once delectable and crude, similar to what I
ate at fishermen’s bonfires as a boy. There is no preparation to
speak of, the women simply skewer them whole—tentacles,
arms, beak, gut, and gladius, full with the sea’s brininess—on
bamboo sticks, baste them with a sweet-spicy-sour sauce, and
grill them over coals. Within a few short minutes, hot juices
bubble out of these thumb-size “sea sausages” and sizzle on the
glowing coals, tantalizing the senses. Served with a side of the
tangy sauce, one US dollar for five. Irresistible with ice-cold
beers, heavenly after a swim!

As someone who has spent most of his life by the sea, I have
an innate affinity for fresh seafood and a penchant for settling
in seaside towns with a bustling fish market, particularly those
on the oceans of Southeast Asia. Born in a Vietnamese fishing
village, I’ve traveled the coast from northern Vietnam to
Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia, all the way to Singapore, and
have dined in fishing villages all along the way. Sihanoukville
is definitely a stellar seafood destination. Other places might
have greater varieties of seafood, even at lower prices, but I’ve
found no vendors, anywhere, like the Sihanoukville vendors.
That is to say, I find these vendors even more remarkable than
the squids.

These compact women, who remind me of my own
grandmothers years ago, are not, as one might expect, from
Sihanoukville—nor are they even Cambodian. I overhear them
talking among themselves in Viet, with the heavy, flat southern
accent. When I inquire about their que (birth village), most
gesture eastward to Chau Doc, a port town on the Cambodian
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border. They have left home and journeyed to a neighboring
country for the small privilege of selling tidbits of food from
their yoke-baskets. For a moment, I wonder unreasonably if
Bao, my long-lost childhood friend, might be among them—a
reflex or, perhaps, an affliction of trauma. So, day after day, for
weeks on end, I gravitate to the beach to eat grilled squids and
to hear their stories.

To understand how these Vietnamese women came to sell
grilled squids on this remote Cambodian shore is to cast a long
gaze down the decades through the lens of social economics
and history of Southeast Asia.

The American-Vietnam War scattered my people all over
Southeast Asia. Pockets of Vietnamese could be found a
thousand kilometers outside the country in every direction.
Their foods survived the migration and lingered for
generations, even after their mother tongue faded and their
culture was all but absorbed by the host country. Today, it’s
possible to eat pho in the Philippines, canh ca chua in
Indonesia, banh cuon in Singapore, banh mi in Thailand,
and com phan in Laos.

After the Vietnamese army ended the Khmer Rouge rule in
1979, Sihanoukville became a natural destination for a number
of southern Vietnamese refugees because it sat along the same
coast, about a hundred kilometers as the crow flies from the
border. Many crossed into Cambodia on foot, trekking through
the jungle. Most continued onward, overland to Thailand, in
hope of finding passage to America, Australia, or Europe. A
few stayed and established new lives in Cambodia. More came
by small fishing boats, some accidentally washed ashore by
storms, others intentionally beached on Cambodian shores to
avoid the vicious Thai and Malay pirates who plundered,

458



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

raped, and murdered thousands of Vietnamese with impunity in
the Gulf of Thailand.

My own family embarked on this same voyage, thirty-seven
years ago, with full knowledge of the perils awaiting us at sea.
The storm winds of Fate blew us off course, away from the
Gulf of Thailand, and sank us in a shipping lane in the South
China Sea. In our direst hours, a Russian ship followed us from
afar, and a French ship passed within shouting distance but did
not offer assistance or supplies. An Indonesian freighter, under
the command of a Captain Matapukan, saved my family,
plucking us from the tossing sea as our fishing vessel
disintegrated beneath our feet. (We and our descendants shall
remember and honor his name.)

When Vietnam opened its market and eased travel restrictions
in the mid 1990s, Vietnamese in Cambodia began returning to
visit their families and establish trade. After the Indian Ocean
Tsunami of December 2004 decimated tourist traffic in the
Andaman Ocean, Sihanoukville entered a period of rapid
growth which continues to the current day. Rising prices and
long-term visa restrictions in Thailand also spurred Western
expats and foreign companies to relocate to Cambodia. With
sharp economic growth, the Vietnamese expats began
recruiting and bringing their relatives and countrymen to work
in Sihanoukville.

The squid sellers are among the recent arrivals as part of a
large contingent of food-basket vendors, nearly all women and
children, who sell sunglasses, woven bracelets, fruits, boiled
quail eggs, fried rock lobsters, noodle soup, papaya salad,
grilled chicken wings, sausages, and other types of seafood—a
portion of which are purchased by Vietnamese and Cambodian
workers (they need to eat too). Some have set up permanent
homes in Sihanoukville, while others choose to work here
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during the high season and return to Vietnam during the brief
low season when the monsoon sweeps away foreign tourists
save the rare Middle Easterners who come specifically for the
rain.

After I’ve planted myself in the same spot on the beach for a
week, one vendor claims me as one of her regulars. In her early
forties, Loan Nguyen arrived in Sihanoukville the previous
year with her entire family. Her husband works in construction.
Her twelve-year-old daughter sells fruits on the beach with her.
Her six-year-old son is in a makeshift daycare-school set up by
Vietnamese women in the Viet shanty. They are part of a large
group who seek to put roots down in Cambodia because
opportunities back home are too scarce.

I ask her why not try Vung Tau, Nha Trang, or other resort
towns in Vietnam. She dismisses that with a wry smile and
replies in Viet, “It’s too competitive in those beach towns. The
locals there do not want outsiders invading their territory.
Vietnam has too many people. No matter what we do, it’s very
hard for landless people like us to make a living in Vietnam.
My husband and I worked in factories, on a shrimp farm, and
on construction crews, but we barely made enough to eat. We
lived day-to-day. We couldn’t afford the books and school fees
for our children. The day our strength fails is the day we go
hungry. There is no hope, no future in that kind of work.”

Thirty-seven years ago, Loan’s father was sent to a re-
education camp as punishment for his military service as a
sergeant in the South Vietnamese Army during the War. (My
father suffered the same sentence.) After his release, the
Communists confiscated his home and sent him and his family
into the jungle to farm. They were officially marked for
systemic discrimination that barred them from higher education
and good jobs. Thus began their lifetime of poverty and
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deprivation, which extended to their children and
grandchildren.

Her story is one I know well because it is a life my own family
narrowly escaped. We have friends and relatives who did not
elude this fate. My childhood friend Bao and his family were
sent to the jungle, never to be seen again.

Thousands of impoverished Vietnamese have been flocking to
Cambodia, alone or with family in tow, in search of work.
Many consider themselves fortunate to be able to work without
being separated from their loved ones. If they need to return to
Vietnam, the border is only a day’s bus ride away. People like
Loan, who carry scars and grudges against the Vietnamese
Communists, are not looking back. They stake their dreams
and future in Cambodia, a country poorer and less developed
than their motherland.

Over long lazy afternoons on the beach, I make the
acquaintance of Loan and her vendor friends. I come to view
their life stories as possible scenarios for my own had we not
escaped Vietnam. They ask about my gue and how my family
“crossed the border.” Once word gets out that I am the Viet-
kieu who translated the diaries of Dr. Tram Thuy (Last Night I
Dreamed of Peace), vendors begin stopping by to share their
stories. All consider themselves to be more free than the
Vietnamese women who married aging Korean farmers
(through match-making agencies) to endure lonely lives of
agricultural drudgery in a cold, foreign country. They count
themselves more fortunate than those who have signed
crushing labor contracts—a modern form of enslavement—to
work in Korea, Japan, and even Russia. These desperate people
have scrounged money from relatives or borrowed from loan
sharks for the agent fees and airfares to go abroad to work in

461



HUYNH AI TONG

industrial sweatshops, to live confined in filthy dormitories
without rights or protection from abuse.

Their realities seem at odds with Vietnam’s image as a country
of rapid progress and much-touted economic prowess. While
Vietnam’s GDP (nominal, per capita) leads those of Cambodia
and Laos by decent margins, it still lags behind Thailand’s by a
factor of five. Viewed in conjunction with population density
data, the real picture emerges. Vietnam is twice as densely
populated as Thailand, three times more than Cambodia, and
ten times more than Laos. In other words, a poor Cambodian
may earn 30% less income than his Vietnamese counterpart,
but the Cambodian may also have three times more land with
which he might be able to grow just enough food to feed
himself and his family. It’s a little known fact: Vietnam has an
extremely poor and desperate underclass that is willing to go
anywhere and accept any amount of risk to earn a living.

Loan says, “Vietnamese tourists, Saigon people, come here.
They're surprised to see us working in Sihanoukville, but they
don’t ask too many questions. They know how hard life is for
the poor in Vietnam.”

My great grandaunt used to say: 4 rich man is blind to a
beggar’s hunger until he sees him eat the table scraps left out
for dogs. 1 find myself fumbling with explanations for the
disparities between our worlds, saying such triteness as there
are no borders in heaven and how we will all be reborn in
different skins in different countries.

Loan pats my forearm. “Only Heavens knows Destiny.”

On my last day in Sihanoukville, Loan treats me to a free plate
of large grilled squids. They are every bit as delicious as the
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first squids I enjoyed on this beach, but they have also acquired
new dimensions. At moments, I have difficulties swallowing.

For survivors, the food of memories can turn suddenly bitter or
sweet in the mouth. Sometimes, they burn like fire.

Renee Denfield, ngudi ¢ tiéu bang Oregon viét vé Andrew X.
Pham:

“There are some books that writers shouldn’t read. Not
because they are so bad they make you despair why such
garbage ever gets published, but because they are so good they
make you despair that you could ever write so well yourself.
Pham ... is the best kind of memorist. He understands a
memoir is not really about oneself but about a period, a time, a

people.”
Hb Bich Ngoc dich theo Kiriyama Prize:

To Times con danh nhitng 101 vu i cho “Catfish and Mandala”
rang day khong phai 1a mot cudn sach danh riéng cho Viét
Nam ma la mdt tac phém duoc nén van hoc Mi duong dai don
nhan va yéu mén bdi no dé cap dén cudc chién tranh Viét Nam
tor goc do doi thuong, binh di cua mét “nan nhan”, mot nguoi
binh thuong song trong giai doan hau chién, ching k1en r0 rang
va trai nghiém day cam xitic tir nhimg bién ¢ 16n lao d6 trong
lich str.

To New Yorker cho rang cubn sach nay khong nén bi phan
loai, n6 khong thudc thé loai sach du lich hay bat cir thé loai
sach nao khac. “Trong giong ké day tinh cam ciia Pham, sit
trucng thanh dan dan cua nhdn vt trong sudt chuyén hanh
trinh 1 suw trudng thanh ma moi con nguwoi déu cé thé hiéu va
dong cam khi ho da tirng trdi qua mat mat dau thuwong va muon
han gdn lai vét thieong am i do trong tém hon”.
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Cattish and

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Andrew X. Pham Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Why we write Web: andrewxpham.com
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10. Phan Nhién Hao

Phan Nhién Hao (1967-20 )

Phan Nhién Hao sinh nam 1967 tai Kon Tum,

La hoc sinh vu ti mén vin cip Trung hoc phd thong nén duoc
tuyén thang vao Pai hoc Su Pham Saigon.

Nam 1989, t6t nghiép cir nhan Vian chuong, Pai Hoc Su Pham,
TP HO Chi Minh

Nam 1991, dén My, theo hoc tai Pai hoc California, Los
Angeles,

Niam 1998, t6t nghiép Cir nhan vin chuong Anh Vin

Nam 2000, tdt nghi€p Cao hoc Thu Vién-Thong tin tai
University of California, Los Angeles.

N am 2010, tbt nghi¢p Cao hoc Nhan Loai Hoc (Pong Nam A),
University of Northern Illinois.
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Hién 6ng lam viéc tai thu vién Northern Illinois University.
Tac pham:

- Thién Puong Chudng Gidy (tho. Tan Thu, 1998)

- Ché Tao Tho Ca 99-04 (tho, Vin, 2004)

- Night Fish and Charlie Parker (tho song ngir. Tupelo
Press, 2006)

- Thu La (tap truyén, dich ¢ ua Binh Linh. Van Mdi, 2007)

Trich van:

Gop ¥ vé “nén tho ca dwong dai Viét Nam” ciia Nguyén
Quang Thiéu

Nguyén Toén Hiét di chi ra chinh xac nhitng chi tiét bat cap
trong bai tham luan ciia Nguyén Quang Thiéu. Nhimng chi tiét
ma theo t6i, cling cho thdy nhiing van dé 16n hon ciia vin hoc
Viét Nam hién nay.

N6 cho thdy vin chuong mién Nam trude 1975, vo tinh hay cb
¥, van chua dugc nhin nhan nhu mot phém cta van hoc Viét
Nam bo1 nhitng nguoi lam van nghé mién Bic. Chinh sach phu
nhan cia gidi cam quyén ddi v6i van chuong mién Nam thi da
1d. Piéu dang noi 1a sy phii nhan ndy co vé ciing duoc ngim
ngam tng ho boi nhimg nguoi sang tac mién Béc. Tir 1975 dén
nay dd ba muoi bdn nam, toi khong tin nhiing nguoi lam van
nghé mién Bic lai khong biét gi vé vin chuong mién Nam
trude 1975. Toi cling khong tin viéc nhic dén né 1a diéu gi qua
nguy hiém hién nay, mic di van con nhiing bat tién. Nhung
duong nhu c6 mot nguyén tic bat thanh van, khi viét vé& van
hoc Viét Nam, giéi van nghé mién Bic rat hiém khi dé cap dén
van chuong mién Nam trudc 1975, tham chi vé van chuong Sai
Gon hién nay. Ching 18 gidi sang tac mién Bic van khong vuot
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qua ndi “nhitng bat tién” chinh tri? Hay con 1y do thuan vin
chuong nao khac?

Cho dén nay, phan 16n nhirng nha vin nha tho c6 dip ra nudc
ngoai dé noi chuyén vé vian chuong Viét Nam 1a nhimg nguoi
tir mién Béc. Nhitng ngudi nay, khi néi vé “van chuong Viét
Nam”, nhu dé cdp bén trén, that ra chi dang néi vé nén van
chuong cua mot dia phuong. Nhung cach trinh bay cua ho lai
khién khan gia ngoai qudc, nhitng ngudi hau nhu mu tit vé vin
chuong Viét Nam, c6 cam giac dang nghe noi vé vian chuong
cia ca nudc Viét Nam. Piéu nay di nhién giy ngd nhan. Su
that 1a Viét Nam khong nhiing c6 hai nén vin chuong hoan
toan khac nhau tir 1954 dén 1975, ma tham chi hién nay, su
khac biét gitra van chuong Ha Noi va van chuong Sai Gon (¢
day t6i mudn noi loai vin chuong phi-nha nuéc nhung bao
gdm nhiing tic gia quan trong nhét cta Sai Gon) la rat rd rét.
Vin chuong duong dai Viét Nam, vi thé, khong thé dugc trinh
bay nhu mot thyc thé dong nhit, bo qua nhiing khac biét can
ban giita van chuong mién Béc va van chuong mién Nam trudc
1975, gitta van chuong nha nudc va van chuong phi-nha nudc
hién nay.

T61 khong doi hoi Nguyen Quang Thiéu trong mot bai tham
luan ngan phai 6m dém moi tht. Sy da dang cua van chuong
duong dai Vi¢t Nam that ra van c6 thé dugce trinh bay rat gon
trong tham luan ciia Nguyén Quang Thiéu, chi nham gitup khan
gid co duoc mot ¥ niém téng quat, rdi sau do tac gia co quyén
n6i vé mot dé tai hep nao d6 ma minh thich tht va am tuong, vi
du tho lang Chua. Diéu nay s€ giup tranh dugc a an tuong tac gia
dang dung van chuong mién Bic dé dai dién cho van chuong
Viét Nam, mot diéu khong dung véi lich sir vin chuong duong
dai va s€ khong duoc sy ung ho cua nhiéu nguoi sang tac o
mién Nam va hai ngoai.
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T6i n6i nhimng diéu trén dy hoan toan khong phai vi dau oc ky
thi Nam-Béc hay “chu truong cimg ran” chong hoa hop hoa
giai gi ca. Pay chi 1a nhiing phuc tap cia van chuong Viét
Nam duong dai ma bat cir ngudi lam van ngh¢ co hiéu biét nao
cing nén luu y. Ban thén t6i van thich tho Nguyen Quang
Thiéu va t6i c6 quen biét anh. Toi hy vong y kién cua toi s&
dugc Nguyén Quang Thiéu tiép nhan trong tinh thin cdi mé.

25.05.2009
Trich tho:
Vun

Ngay sun, hun hiit gio.
Chup hinh y nghi nhiéu gio,
rika ra nhitng anh den 16 ché.

Nhitng dira tré luon vo danh,
du co dén hai tén: “ngady tho” va “hanh phuc.”

Khong khi cau tiéu cong cong rat nghiém trong,
Vi Vo ve tiéng ruoi.

Khau sung ri van du sivrc giét nguoi.
Bo ndo gia khong du sirc ty bai tiet.

Cay cdu dai

bau troi tdi

hin  vira di vira ddi
xuéng nhitng sinh vit thé bang mang.

Phia nam Miii Ca Mau
nhitng cu lao bt day troi ra vinh
dao thoadt khoi bon ninh.
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Ai van con tin vao dau nhon?

Néu c6 thé bay ra khéi chinh minh,
han sé thanh phi hanh gia thwong thang.

Cho méi lot cau nguyén ciia hdn, ‘ )
Thuwong Bé phai nghe muwoi loi cau nguyén cua ke thu han.
Khong thanh van dé! May tro thinh cua Ngai da hong.

Hdn muén ngiri nhitng mdnh vun cia thé giéi trede khi dn,
nhung miii dang chay mdu,

tir mdy hdt cii Louis Amstrong van khdo:

“What a Wondeful World.”

(12.2011)
Ngay kho

Khéng dii thoi gian dé tim

trude khi tw minh that lac

gitta nhitng chir cai da nhoe

trén gidy than kho

ket trong chiéc mdy déanh chit 16i thoi.

Khéng con hirng khéi dé kham pha

truwoc khi chinh minh tro thanh mot bi mat
mdt tich trén con thuyén can nudc,

xit x6 bo bién dai nhung it ddo

khong co tram dung trong cugc luu vong.

Khong con nhing budi chiéu ¢ dé
ngay nong va toi, miéng day bui,
nguwoi mét, xe chen, thanh pho nhao.
Ky wrc loan sde,

va 16i can kinh den.
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“Khéng nén nuét hat khi an duwa,

vi ddy ¢6 thé moc qua vom miéng,” '
day la 161 khuyén ciia mot ngueoi dirng tudi,
trén bdi bién mia hé, mdc qud‘n dai,

qua dién thoai.

T6i néi, “Dirng lo, khéng gi cé thé ndy,
trén mot doi song dd mat dat.”

(08.2011)
Sau giong
Phim chiéu lén tam man may réch:

con voi bi cua nga
niu voi vao mat troi trong con tuyét vong;

con nguwa co nhay qua cau vong
ruon toi duwong chan troi di dong;
con chim chuyén giita nhitng cot thu 16i

trén mot xom lang nghi ky.

Chiéu hé, mdy bay qua rat chdm
ruri
loi thuyét minh re.
(11.2011)
Tho géi mot ké ché giéu 30 thang 4
Mi chua giét nguoi
va nén cam on so phan vé diéu do
dung cuwoi nhao twong Loan
vién dan cua ong co hai dau
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giét ldp tire VC va giét dan éng mdy muoi nam
con mi la tay dao ngil

Mi khéng mat cha

va nén cam on sé phdn vé diéu dé
tuéi tho tao nhw cdy gai

moc trén ban tay ruém mau cua me
twéi bang nude mdt

Mi chwa phai doi

va nén cam on sé phdn vé diéu do

tao dd tirng song chi dé mo

mét chiéc banh kem, thién dang khéng cé thie
hanh phic la dwoc ngdm cuc duwong

du phai sau rang

tao buén nén khi thdy mi lam tro sdp dat

nghé thuadt voi cdac loai thuc phém

Mi chwa tung bi cong

va nén cam on sé phdn vé diéu do

tao chuwa tung bi cong

nhung nhitng nguoi tao kinh phuc da bi troi
vao nam 1975

diéu nay khién tao khéng thé ngoi im

xem mi biéu dién tro ldc vong chinh tri

Mi chua tirng bi de doa

khong phai vi mi can dam

ma vi mi dd nhanh chan boc hoi

trude khi noi nude séi dén do

mi nén cam on sé phdn vé diéu dé

nhwng dimg ché giéu

30 thang 4 ‘

thdt ra mi c6 hiéu udt vre la gi ddu

cuoc doi cua mi chi la mot dwong vat can thi
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may ma co kinh dé deo.

Mi chua n‘mg chiii cau

khong phai vi mi sang giau con thién ha chdm lut
ma vi mi lam nghé dau co

trong con thao da cua lich sw

chuyén nay thi tiy mi quyét dinh

c6 nén cam on sé phéan hay khéng.

Ngay mii 4m
Tang Mai van Phan

Thang Chap
Hai Phong
khong do
phuong

chi xam phun
muea.

Thiéu nit bén dwong
doi mii len

ngoi siea dong ho

thoi gian con hu hong.

Trude cong trieong tiéu hoc
trang va den dong phuc hoc tro
nhitng con chim canh cut

chay duoi

truoc mot mua bang tan.

Hai phong, 22/1/2005

Ngwoi ngheo Viét Nam, mot khao sat
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Véi thu nhép binh quédn 485 dollars dau nguoi nam 2003
Viét Nam dwoc xép vao loai nghéo nhd't thé gici

chin muoi phan tram nguoi nghéo song ¢ néng thon
nghéo nhat la mién niii phia Bdc, Tdy nguyén, va Bdc
Trung B¢

phan I6n dén nghéo thanh thi song trong é chudt

duedi nhitng chan cau hay ddy hém sdu

cuoc so”'ng 16i té do khong viéc lam on dinh

dong lwong ré mat lai thwong no nan.

Nguwoi ngheo rat de bi ton thuong
chi can dau om hoi lau hodc thua chau ca do
cuoc doi cua ho co thé tugt luon xuong cong.

Nguoi ngheo thuwong bi co ldp va it co khai niem

vé lich sit. Ho trong nhitng ngueoi chom xém

giong nhw minh. Nhung liéu mang va chiu choi téi bén.
(Piéu nay ciing ding voi nhitng ngueoi nghéo kha nang
trong gioi van chwong)

Ngueoi nghéo thuwong mdc ket sau hon trong truyén thong
cua sy doi nghéo
va mé huyén thogi.

Pay la mét dat nuwde gioi vo
nhung doi nay sang doi khac dan chung luon bi don hgi

cho
cua bon chan dan.

Cdc bién doi o tam vi mo co anh huong rat lon déen nguoi

ngheo ‘
nhitng ke thong tri phai hiéu rang nguoi ngheo
ban hoai roi ciing hét mau.

11/2004
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Trong bai Poc tho Phan Nhién Hao, mot tach tra dcfng Luong
Thu Trung da nhan xét:

“Trong tho Phan Nhién Hao khong c6 chd cho léng man, trir
tinh, ma la mot kho tir nglr stic tich cua khong gian bbn chiéul;
ngudi doc phai chiu khé ngdi xudng vé6i nhing trang tho may
ra m&i nhan dugc chiéu khong gian thtr tu ludn ludn lan khuat
trong nhitng con chir. Tho Phan Nhién Hao khong phai dé cam
ma dé nhan, khong phai dé ngdm nga ma dé nghién ngim,
khong phai dé ca ngoi cudc doi ma dé nhan dang cudc doi.

Tho Phan Nhién Hao kho doc, n6 1la mot tach tra déng. Nguoi
doc khong khoi bi vi chat cua tra lam té dau ludi, nhung sau
khi nhitng giot nudc tra vira dang vira chat dy thim dan vao
bén trong, ta nghe lan dan ra cai hau ngot cua tra...

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Phan Nhién Hao Web: vi.wikipedia.org

- Gop y vé “nén tho ca dwong dai Viét Nam” ciia Nguyén
Quang Thiéu Web: tienve.org
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12. Kim Thuy

Kim Thiiy - Nguyén An Tinh (1968-20 )

Kim Thay, tén that 1a Nguyén An Tinh sinh ngay 19 thang 9
nam 1968, vao bién co Tét Mau Than, tai Saigon, trong mdt gia
dinh danh gia.

Vao thang 11 nam 1978, khi 1én 10 tudi, gia dinh gom c6 cha,
me, ¢O va hai em trai, Tin Ién 7 va Nhon Ién 6 tudi, cung vuot
bién bang thuyén, sang trai ti nan cia Malaysia.

bén thang 3 nam 1979, dugc dinh cu tai Granby, Montreal,
Canada.

Sau khi t6t nghiép Trung hoc, Kim Thuy vira di 1am vira theo
hoc tai Université de Montréal.

Nam 1990, t6t nghiép chuyén nganh ngén ngit va dich thuit.
Nam 1991, tbt nghiép luat khoa.

Kim Thay hanh nghé cho t6 hop luét Stikeman Elliott ctia ong
Marc Lalonde. Ong nay 1a mét chinh khach danh tiéng cua
Canada va da tung tham chinh véi cac chiic vu B truong Y
Té, Xa Hoi, Tu Phap, va Tai Chéanh trong noi cac lién bang
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Canada, nén t6 hop Stilkeman Elliottt 1 mot t hop c6 pham vi
hoat dong rong 16n, uy tin, da tham gia vao du an do chanh phu
Canada tai trg, trong T6 Tu Van cia Thu Tudéng Chanh phu
Viét Nam vé cac chanh sach cai cach tir nam 1996 dén nim
2000. Do d6, Kim Thuay duoc dén Ha Noi 1am viéc.

Chong cua Kim Thuy ciing 13 ludt su, c6 thoi gian lam viéc &
Saigon, nén Kim Thuy c6 luc vé Saigon séng véi chong, noi da
goi ¢6 nhé lai nhiéu ky niém thoi tho 4u, ngdi nha ¢6 ¢, duong
phd xua, ganh hang rong ...

Trudc khi tréd thanh nha van Kim Thuy da hanh pghé phién
dich, thong dich, luat su, nha hang, nha bdo binh pham thirc an.

Kim Thuay khéo chon cho tac phdm dau tay ctia minh chi c6
mot chit RU, cling nhu Chu T ngay trudce dat tén cho tac
phém minh chi gon c6 mét chit Yéu, Ghen, Loan. So”'ng, Tién.
Ru vira c6 nghia tiéng Phép vira co nghia tiéng Viét. Vi Ru
tiéng Phap, c6 nghia 1a dong sudi nho, trong tiéng Viét 1a 1oi
ru. Ru la tac phém c6 tinh chét tu truyén, gém nhiéu doan vin
ngan, voi but phap miéu ta tam 1y kha tinh té, ké lai nhimg bién
¢o trong cudc doi tac gia.

Ru nguyén ban tiéng Phap duoc nha xut ban Libre Expression
cho in nam 2009. Ban tiéng Anh, do Sheila Fischman dich va
Random House Canada phat hanh nam 2012. Sach khong day,
chi 141 trang, da dugc dich ra nhiéu ngdn ngit nhu Anh, Y,
buc, Thuy Dién, Tay Ban Nha, Ba Lan.

Tac pham Ru timg dat duoc:

- Grand Prix RTL-LIRE 2010 (¢ Lién hoan séach Paris)
- The Governor General’s Literary Awards 2010

- Prix du Grand public La Presse 2010

- Grand prix littéraire Archambault 2011
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- Vao chung khéo Prix des 5 continents 2010 (cac nudc
dung Phép ngir)

- Vao chung khéo giai van hoc uy tin Canada Scotiabank
Giller 2012.

- Vao so khéo gidi van hoc Man Asia Liberary 2012

Kim Thay hién sinh séng tai Longueuil, ngoai 6 Montreal,
Canada.

Tac pham:

- Ru (Libre Expression, 2009)

- A toi (viét chung véi Pascal Janovijak, Libre Expression,
2011)

- Man (Libre Expression, 2013)

- Rouma (2013)

Trich van:

Ru
(trich)

Je suis venue au monde pendant [’offensive du Tét, aux
premiers jours de la nouvelle année du Singe, lorsque les
longues chaines de pétards accrochées devant les maisons
explosaient en polyphonie avec le son des mitraillettes.

J’ai vu le jour a Saigon, la ou les débris des pétards éclatés en
mille miettes coloraient le sol de rouge comme des pétales de
cerisier, ou comme le sang des deux millions de soldats
déployés, éparpillés dans les villes et les villages d’un Vietnam
déchiré en deux.

Je suis née a l'ombre de ces cieux ornés de feux d’artifice,
décorés de guirlandes lumineuses, traversés de roquettes et de
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fusées. Ma naissance a eu pour mission de remplacer les vies
perdues. Ma vie avait le devoir de continuer celle de ma mere.

Je m’appelle Nguyén An Tinh et ma mére, Nguyén An Tinh.
Mon nom est une simple variation du sien puisque seul un
point sous le i me différencie d’elle, me distingue d’elle, me
dissocie d’elle. J étais une extension d’elle, jusque dans le sens
de mon nom. En vietnamien, le sien veut dire «environnement
paisibley et le mien, «intérieur paisibley. Par ces noms
presque inter changeables, ma mere confirmait que j étais une
suite d’elle, que je continuerais son histoire.

L’Histoire du Vietnam, celle avec un grand H, a déjoué les
plans de ma mere. Elle a jeté les accents de nos noms a l’eau
quand elle nous a fait traverser le golfe du Siam, il y a trente
ans. Elle a aussi dépouillé nos noms de leur sens, les réduisant
a des sons a la fois étrangers et étranges dans la langue
frangaise. Elle est surtout venue rompre mon role de
prolongement naturel de ma mere quand j’ai eu dix ans.

Grace a l’exil, mes enfants n’ont jamais été des prolongements
de moi, de mon histoire. lls s’appellent Pascal et Henri et ne
me ressemblent pas. Ils ont les cheveux clairs, la peau blanche
et les cils touffus. Je n’ai pas éprouvé le sentiment naturel de la
maternité auquel je m’attendais quand ils étaient accrochés a
mes seins a trois heures du matin, au milieu de la nuit.
L’instinct maternel m’est venu beaucoup plus tard, au fil des
nuits blanches, des couches souillées, des sourires gratuits, des
Jjoies soudaines.

C’est seulement a ce moment-la que j’ai saisi [’amour de cette
mere assise en face de moi dans la cale de notre bateau, tenant
dans ses bras un bébé dont la téte était couverte de croiites de
gale puantes. J’ai eu cette image sous les yeux pendant des
jours et peut-étre aussi des nuits. La petite ampoule suspendue
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au bout d’un fil retenu par un clou rouillé diffusait dans la cale
une faible lumiere, toujours la méme. Au fond de ce bateau, le
jour ne se distinguait plus de la nuit. La constance de cet
éclairage nous protégeait de |'immensité de la mer et du ciel
qui nous entouraient. Les gens assis sur le pont nous
rapportaient qu’il n’y avait plus de ligne de démarcation entre
le bleu du ciel et le bleu de la mer. On ne savait donc pas si on
se dirigeait vers le ciel ou si on s’enfongait dans les
profondeurs de [’eau. Le paradis et [’enfer s’étaient enlacés
dans le ventre de notre bateau. Le paradis promettait un
tournant dans notre vie, un nouvel avenir, une nouvelle
histoire. L’enfer, lui, étalait nos peurs : peur des pirates, peur
de mourir de faim, peur de s’intoxiquer avec les biscottes
imbibées d’huile a moteur, peur de manquer d’eau, peur de ne
plus pouvoir se remettre debout, peur de devoir uriner dans ce
pot rouge qui passait d’'une main a l’autre, peur que cette téte
d’enfant galeuse ne soit contagieuse, peur de ne plus jamais
fouler la terre ferme, peur de ne plus revoir le visage de ses
parents assis quelque part dans la pénombre au milieu de ces
deux cents personnes.

Par I'auteur de ru

>
-
-
=
=
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Nha xuét ban Libre Expression di giéi thiéu: “Ru gom nhiéu
doan van rat ngcfn ké lai chinh cudc doi cia Kim T huy: sinh ra
o Viét Nam trong chién tranh, la thuyén nhan vueot bién, duoc
quoc gia Canada don nhdn va dinh cu tai Quebec. Nhitng cong
viéc nhue hoc hanh, nhw ké vé nhitng nguoi than thugc, dira con
bi bénh tw ky... la nhitng dir kién gcfn lién cudc doi cé véi
nhitng nguoi than ca trong nhitng lic kho khan nan gidai hay
nhitng gidy phit tran tré hanh phiic. Kim Thity biét diéu khién
cam xuc nguoi doc mot cach tuyét voi, mang nguoi doc tir nét
vui néi buon, hay tir thie té vit chat sang yeu tinh tinh than.
Viét tran day ni tinh, van cdach thiét tha am ap tao duwoc sy
rung cam tir nhitng trang sach dau tién...”

(trich ttr Ru va nha van Kim Thity cia Nguyén Manh Trinh)
Tai liéu tham khao:

- Kim Thuy Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Ru Web: faispastasteph.com
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13.Monique Truong

Monique Truong (1968-20 )

Monique Truong sinh ngay 15 thang 5 nam 1968 tai Saigon.
Vao thing 4 nim 1975, ¢6 va than mau 1én may bay di tan,
trong khi cha c6 phai ¢ lai vi dang 1am viéc cho mdt congt ty
xdng dau ngoai qudc. Khi mién Nam bi mét vio tay cong san,
vai thang sau, than phu c6 cling vuot bién sang My.

Gia dinh ¢6 dugc dinh cu tai thanh phd nho ving Bowling
Springs, thuoc North Carolina, hoc tiéu hoc & North Carolina,
trung hoc & Houston, Texas.

Nam 1990, t6t nghiép ctr nhan vin chuong Anh My & Pai hoc
Yale, New Haven, Connecticut.

Nam 1995, tdt nghiép Luat khoa (Juris Doctor) tai Columbia
Law School, New York City. New York.

Monique Truong khoi sy sang tac tir nhirng ndm con hoc ¢ dai
hoc Yale, vai truyén ngin, tiéu luan, trong d6 c6 truyén Seeds,
6 viét tir nam 1997, sau nay duoc dua vao trong tac pham The
Book of Salf. Tac pham The Book Of Salt dugc doc gia don tiép
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ndng nhiét va dugc cac co s& bao chi uy tin nhu Los Angeles
Times, Washington Times, Seattle Times, Miami Heald... gioi
thiéu, dé cao.

Sach duoc c6 mat trong danh sach best-sellers cua Los Angeles
Times trong thang 5-2003.

Monique Truong da doat duoc cac giai thudng:

- The 2003 Bard Fiction Prize

- The 2003 New York Times Notable Book award (Cho
quyén The Book of Salt)

- The 2004 Young Lions Fiction Award

- The Stonewall Book Award-Barbara Gittings Literature
Award.

Nam 2012, Monique Truong cung véi Maya Jaggi va Vikram
Chandra 14 ba vi gidm khao cta The Man Asia Literary Prize.
Giai nay dugc thanh lap tor nam 2007, do Man Group plc. bao
trg, la giai thuong van hoc danh cho cac tac pham viét bang
tiéng Anh hodc da dugc dich sang tiéng Anh ciia cac nha van
chau A. Péi twong du giai 1a nhitng sang tac xuit ban trong
ndm trude. Gidi nay s€ khong dugc Man Group bdo trg sau khi
phat giai 2012 vao nam 2013. Ngudi ta dang tim ngudn tai tro
khac va dat tén maoi 1a giai Asian Literary Prize.

Monique Truong hanh nghé luat su va sinh séng cling chong
tai Brooklyn,New York.

Tac pham:

- Watermark: Vietnamese American poetry & prose (ung
viet voi Barbara Tran va Luu Truong Khoi, Asian
American Writers’ Workshop, 1998)
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- The Book of Salt (Houghton Mifflin, 2003)
- Bitter in the Mouth (Random House, 2010)

Trich van:
The book of salt
Chapter 1

Of that day I have two photographs and, of course, my
memories.

We had arrived at the Gare du Nord with over three hours to
spare. There were, after all, a tremendous number of traveling
cases and trunks. It took us two taxi rides from the apartment to
the train station before all the pieces could be accounted for. A
small group of photographers, who had gathered for the
occasion, volunteered to watch over the first load while we
returned to the rue de Fleurus for more. My Mesdames
accepted their offer without hesitation. They had an almost
childlike trust in photographers. Photographers, my Mesdames
believed, transformed an occasion into an event. Their presence
signaled that importance and fame had arrived, holding each
other's hands. Their flashing cameras, like the brilliant smiles
of long- lost friends, had quickly warmed my Mesdames'
collective heart. More like friends too new to trust, I had
thought. I had been with my Mesdames for half a decade by
then. The photographers had not been there from the very
beginning. But once the preparation for the journey began, they
swarmed to the entrance of 27 rue de Fleurus like honeybees. 1
could easily see why my Mesdames cultivated them. Every
visit by a photographer would be inevitably followed by a letter
enclosing a newspaper or magazine clipping with my
Mesdames' names circled in a halo of red ink. The clippings,
each carefully pressed with a heated iron, especially if a crease
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had thoughtlessly fallen on my Mesdames' faces, went
immediately into an album with a green leather cover. "Green
is the color of envy," my Mesdames told me. At this, knowing
looks shot back and forth between them, conveying what can
only be described as glee. My Mesdames communicated with
each other in cryptic ways, but after all my years in their
company | was privy to their keys. "Green" meant that they had
waited desperately for this day, had tired of seeing it arriving
on the doorsteps of friends and mere acquaintances; that the
album had been there from the very beginning, impatient but
biding its time; that they were now thrilled to fill it with family
photographs of the most public kind. "Green" meant no longer
their own but other people's envy.

I know that it may be difficult to believe, but it took the arrival
of the photographers for me to understand that my Mesdames
were not, well, really mine; that they belonged to a country
larger than any that I had ever been to; that its people had a
right to embrace and to reclaim them as one of their own. Of
course, 27 rue de Fleurus had always been filled with visitors,
but that was different. My Mesdames enjoyed receiving guests,
but they also enjoyed seeing them go. Many had arrived hoping
for a permanent place around my Mesdames' tea table, but I
always knew that after the third pot they would have to leave.
My Mesdames had to pay me to stay around. A delicious bit of
irony, I had always thought. The photographers, though,
marked the beginning of something new. This latest crop of
admirers was extremely demanding and altogether
inconsolable. They, I was stunned to see, were not satisfied
with knocking at the door to 27 rue de Fleurus, politely seeking
entrance to sip a cup of tea. No, the photographers wanted my
Mesdames to go away with them, to leave the rue de Fleurus
behind, to lock it up with a key. At the Gare du Nord that day,
all I could think about were the flashes of the cameras, how
they had never stopped frightening me. They were lights that
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feigned to illuminate but really intended to blind. Lightning
before a driving storm, I had thought. But I suppose that was
the sailor's apprehension in me talking. It had been eleven
years since I had made a true ocean crossing. For my
Mesdames, it had been over thirty. The ocean for them was
only a memory, a calming blue expanse between here and
there. For me it was alive and belligerent, a reminder of how
distance cannot be measured by the vastness of the open seas,
that that was just the beginning.

When my Mesdames first began preparing for the journey, they
had wanted to bring Basket and Pépé along with them. The SS
Champlain gladly accommodated dogs and assorted pets, just
as long as they were accompanied by a first-class owner. The
problem, however, was America. No hotels or at least none on
their itinerary would accept traveling companions of the four-
legged kind. The discussion had been briefly tearful but above
all brief. My Mesdames had in recent years become practical.
Even the thought of their beloved poodle and Chihuahua
languishing in Paris, whimpering, or, in the case of the
Chihuahua, yapping, for many months if not years to come,
even this could not postpone the journey home. There was
certainly no love lost between me and those dogs, the poodle
Basket especially. My Mesdames bought him in Paris at a dog
show in the spring of 1929. Later that same year, I too joined
the rue de Fleurus household. I have always suspected that it
was the closeness of our arrivals that made this animal behave
so badly toward me. Jealousy is instinctual, after all. Every
morning, my Mesdames insisted on washing Basket in a
solution of sulfur water. A cleaner dog could not have existed
anywhere else. Visitors to the rue de Fleurus often stopped in
midsentence to admire Basket's fur and its raw-veal shade of
pink. At first, I thought it was the sulfur water that had altered
the color of His Highness's curly white coat. But then I realized
that he was simply losing his hair, that his sausage-casing skin
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had started to shine through, an embarrassing peep show no
doubt produced by his morning baths. My Mesdames soon
began "dressing" Basket in little capelike outfits whenever
guests were around.

I could wash and dress myself, thank you. Though, like Basket,
I too had a number of admirers. Well, maybe only one or two.
Pépé the Chihuahua, on the other hand, was small and
loathsome. He was hardly a dog, just all eyes and a wet little
nose. Pépé should have had no admirers, but he, like Basket,
was a fine example of how my Mesdames' affections were
occasionally misplaced. Of course, my Mesdames asked me to
accompany them. Imagine them extending an invitation to
Basket and Pépé and not me. Never. We, remember, had been
together for over half a decade by then. I had traveled with
them everywhere, though in truth that only meant from Paris to
their summer house in Bilignin. My Mesdames were both in
their fifties by the time I found them. They had lost their
wanderlust by then. A journey for them had come to mean an
uneventful shuttle from one site of comfort to another, an
automobile ride through the muted colors of the French
countryside.

Ocean travel changed everything. My Mesdames began
preparing for it months in advance. They placed orders for new
dresses, gloves, and shoes. Nothing was extravagant, but
everything was luxurious: waistcoats embroidered with flowers
and several kinds of birds, traveling outfits in handsome tweeds
with brown velvet trims and buttons, shoes identical except for
the heels and the size. The larger pair made only a slight effort
at a lift. They were schoolgirlish in their elevation but mannish
in their proportion. The smaller pair aspired to greater but
hardly dizzying heights. Both my Mesdames, remember, were
very concerned about comfort.
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"We'll take a train from Paris to Le Havre, where the SS
Champlain will be docked. From there, the Atlantic will be our
host for six to seven days, and then New York City will float
into view. From New York, we'll head north to Massachusetts,
then south to Maryland and Virginia, then west to Ohio,
Michigan, Illinois, Texas, California, all the way to the shores
of the Pacific and then, maybe, back again." As my Mesdames
mapped the proposed journey, the name of each city—New
York, Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland, Chicago, Houston, San
Francisco—was a sharp note of excitement rising from their
otherwise atonal flats. Their voices especially quivered at the
mention of the airplanes. They wanted to see their America
from a true twentieth-century point of view, they told the
photographers. Imagine, they said to each other, a flight of
fancy was no longer just a figure of speech. They wondered
about the cost of acquiring one for their very own, a
secondhand plane of course. My Mesdames were still practical,
after all.

I was somewhat superstitious. I thought that fate must have
also been listening in on this reverie about travel and flight.
How could I not when the letter arrived at the rue de Fleurus
later on that same day? It was quite an event. My Mesdames
handed me the envelope on a small silver tray. They said that
they had been startled to realize that they had never seen my
full name in writing before. What probably startled them more
was the realization that during my years in their employment I
had never received a piece of correspondence until this one. |
did not have to look at the envelope to know. It was from my
oldest brother. No one else back there would have known
where to find me, that 27 rue de Fleurus was my home. I
sniffed the envelope before opening it. It smelled of a faraway
city, pungent with anticipation for rain. If my Mesdames had
not been in the room, I would have tasted it with my tongue. I
was certain to find the familiar sting of salt, but what I needed
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to know was what kind: kitchen, sweat, tears or the sea. I
wanted this paper- shrouded thing to divulge itself to me, to tell
me even before the words emerged why it had taken my
brother almost five years to respond to my first and only letter
home.

I had written to him at the end of 1929. I was drunk, sitting
alone in a crowded café. That December was a terrible month
to be in Paris. All my favorite establishments were either
overly crowded or pathetically empty. People either sipped fine
vintages in celebration or gulped intoxicants of who cares what
kind, drowning themselves in a lack of moderation, raising a
glass to lower inhibitions, imbibing spirits to raise their own.
The expressions abounded, but that December the talk
everywhere was the same: "The Americans are going home."
Better yet, those who had not were no longer so cocky, so
overweening with pride. Money, everyone was saying, is
required to keep such things alive. It was true, the Americans
were going home, and that, depending on who you were, was a
cause to rejoice or a cause to mourn.

The city's le mont-de-piété, for instance, were doing a booming
business. "Mountains of mercy," indeed. So French, so snide to
use such a heaping load of poetic words to refer to pawnshops,
places filled with everything of value but never with poetry.
The pawnshops in Paris were swamped, I had heard, with well-
made American suits. At the end of October when it all began,
there were seersuckers, cotton broadcloths, linens. Hardly a
sacrifice at that time of the year, I thought. Paris was already
too cool for such garb. I have always thought it best to pawn
my lightweight suits when the weather changed. It provided
protection from hungry moths and a saving on mothballs. My
own hunger also played a somewhat deciding role. But by the
beginning of that winter it became clear. The Americans were
pawning corduroys, three-ply wools, flannel-lined tweeds.
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Seasonal clothing could only mean one thing. Desperation was
demanding more closet space. Desperation was extending its
stay. The end of 1929 also brought with it frustration, heard in
and around all the cafés, about the months' worth of unpaid bar
tabs, not to mention the skipped-out hotel bills or the overdue
rents. "The funds from home never made it across the
Atlantic," the departing Americans had claimed. The funds
from home were never sent or, worse, no longer enough,
everyone in Paris by then knew. Americans, not just here but in
America, had lost their fortunes. An evil little wish had come
true. The Parisians missed the money all right, but no one
missed the Americans. Though I heard that in the beginning
there had been sympathy. When the Americans first began
arriving, the Parisians had even felt charitable toward them.
These lost souls, after all, had taken flight from a country
where a bottle of wine was of all things contraband, a flute of
champagne a criminal offense. But when it became clear that
the Americans had no intention of leaving and no intention of
ever becoming sober, the Parisians wanted their city back. But
it was already too late. The pattern of behavior had become
comically clear. Americans traveled here in order to indulge in
the "vices" of home. First, they had invaded the bordellos and
then it was the cafés. Parisians could more than understand the
whoring and the drinking, but in the end it was the hypocrisy
that did not translate well.

"But there are still the Russians, Hungarians, Spaniards . . . not
nearly as well endowed but in other ways so charmingly
equipped." The laughter that immediately followed this
observation told me that the table next to mine was
commenting on more than just money. When gathered in their
cafés, Parisians rarely spoke of money for very long. They
exhausted the topic with one or two words. Sex, though, was an
entirely different story, an epic really. I always got my gossip
and my world news for that matter from the cafés. It would
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certainly take me awhile, but the longer I stayed the more I was
able to comprehend. Alcohol, I had learned, was an eloquent if
somewhat inaccurate interpreter. I had placed my trust that
December night in glass after glass of it, eager not for drink but
for a bit of talk. I also had that night no other place I had to be,
so I sat and stared at the cigarette-stained walls of the café until
my wallet was empty, my bladder was full, and until I was very
drunk. Worse, the alcohol had deceived me, made me promises
and then refused to follow through. In the past the little glasses
had blurred the jagged seams between the French words, but
that night they magnified and sharpened them. They threatened
to rip and to tear. They bullied me with questions, sneering at
how I could sit there stealing laughter, lifting conversations,
when it was now common knowledge that "the Americans are
going home." Panic then abruptly took over the line of
questioning: "Would my new Mesdames go with them?" Or,
maybe, the question was just a matter of "When?"

I did not remember asking the waiter for pencil and paper, but |
must have, as I never carry such items in my pockets. The cafés
used to give them out for free. So French to sell water and to
give such luxuries away. The content of my letter was dull,
crammed with details only my oldest brother would be
interested in: my health, the cost of underwear and shoes, the
price of a métro ticket, my weekly wage, the menu of my last
meal, rain bouncing off the face of Notre-Dame, Paris covered
by a thin sheet of snow. I had forgotten how different my
language looks on paper, that its letters have so little
resemblance to how they actually sound. Words, most I had not
spoken for years, generously gave themselves to me. Fluency,
after all, is relative. On that sheet of paper, on another side of
the globe, I am fluent. The scratching of the pen, the writhing
of the paper, I did not want it to stop, but I was running out of
room. So I wrote it in the margin: "My Mesdames may be
going home. I do not want to start all over again, scanning the
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help-wanteds, knocking on doors, walking away alone. I am
afraid." I had meant to place a comma between "alone" and "I
am afraid." But on paper, a period instead of a comma had
turned a dangling token of regret into a plainly worded
confession. I could have fixed it with a quick flick of lead, but
then I read the sentences over again and thought, That is true as
well.

The first line of my brother's response startled me, made me
wonder whether he wrote it at all. "It is time for you to come
home to Viet- Nam," he declared in a breathtaking evocation of
the Old Man's voice, complete with his spine-snapping ability
to stifle and to control. But the lines that followed made it clear
who had held the pen: "You are my brother and that is all. I do
not offer you my forgiveness because you never had to
apologize to me. I think of you often, especially at the Lunar
New Year. I hope to see you home for the next. A good meal
and a red packet await you. So do I." The letter was dated
January 27, 1934. It had taken only a month for his letter to
arrive at the rue de Fleurus. He offered no explanation for his
delay in writing except to say that everything at home had
changed. He wrote that it would have been better for me to
hear it all in person. What he meant was that paper was not
strong enough to bear the weight of what he had to say but that
he would have to test its strength anyway.

At the edge of that sheet of paper, on the other side of the
globe, my brother signed his name. And then, as if it were an
afterthought, he wrote the words "safe journey" where the end
should have been.

I folded my brother's letter and kept it in the pocket of my only
and, therefore, my finest cold-weather suit. I wore them both to
the Gare du Nord that day. The suit was neatly pressed, if a bit
worn. The letter was worse off. The oils on my fingertips, the
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heat of my body, had altered its physical composition. The
pages had grown translucent from the repeated handling,
repetitive rereading. The ink had faded to purple. It was
becoming difficult to read. Though in truth, my memory had
already made that act obsolete.

The first photograph of the journey was taken there at the
station. It shows my Mesdames sitting side by side and looking
straight ahead. They are waiting for the train to Le Havre,
chitchatting with the photographers, looking wide-eyed into the
lens. They wear the same expression as when they put on a
new pair of shoes. They never immediately get up and walk
around. They prefer to sit and let their toes slowly explore
where the leather gives and where it binds. A pleasurable
exercise for them, I am certain, as they always share a
somewhat delinquent little smile. I am over there on the bench,
behind them, on the left-hand side. I am the one with my head
lowered, my eyes closed. I am not asleep, just thinking, and
that for me is sometimes aided by the dark. I am a man unused
to choices, so the months leading up to that day at the Gare du
Nord had subjected me to an agony, sharp and new, self-
inflicted and self-prolonged. I had forgotten that discretion can
feel this way.

I sometimes now look at this photograph and wonder whether
it was taken before or after. Pure speculation at this point, I
know. Though I seem to remember that once I had made up my
mind, I looked up instinctually, as if someone had called out
my name. If that is true, then the photograph must have been
taken during the moments before, when my heart was beating a
hard, syncopated rhythm, like those of the approaching trains,
and all I could hear in the darkness was a simple refrain:

I do not want to start all over again.
Scanning the help-wanteds.
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Knocking on doors.
Walking away alone.
And, yes, [ am afraid.

I THE 'a.ooa or
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MOMIGUE TRUOKG

Qua bai Bitter In The Mouth (Pding Ngat Trong Miéng) -
Monique Truong cia Dao Dao dang trén trang mang VOA dai
tiéng no61 Hoa Ky nhu sau:

“Nhin chung, quyén “Bitter in the Mouth/Pdng Ngdt Trong
Miéng” ciia Monique Trwong la mot tiéu thuyét dwa ra mét cdi
nhin khdc biét vé vin dé khing hodng ban ngd, nhat la ban nga
cua nguoi nit di dan, vo xur so voi quan niém thong thuong cua
tri thirc, nha van My da co truoc day. Monique Truong cho
thay cude tim kiém ban ngd ciia mot nguedi sinh ra & mot noi va
truong thanh ¢ mot noi khong phai la qué huwong la mot 1o
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trinh khéng cé diém tdn cung, khong co mot két thiic chin chu,

thoa man ma chi la mot sy can thiét, mot su chang dang duirng.

Vé ky thudt viét tiéu thuyét, néu nhu trong tic pham Book of
Salt truwoc day Monique Truong dwa ra mot nhan vat tw sw bat
kha tin, thi trong “Bitter in the Mouth”, Monique Truwong Ilon
nguoc vi tri tw sw: nay nguoi doc lai chinh la ké bat kha tin,
nghia la tac gia dwa nguoi doc vao mot thir nghiem xem khi
doc quyén sach ndy cé thé tin minh hiéu dwoc dén mire dé nao.
Chi ¢ mét diém son nay ciing dii cho thdy né lec day xa hon
tiéu thuyét hau hién dai cua tdc gia la mot né luc dang qui.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Monique Truong Web: voatiengviet.com
- The book of salt web: bookbrowse.com
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14. Thuan

Thuén - Poan Anh Thuén (1967-20 )

Nha van Thuan tén that 1a Poan Anh Thuén, sinh ngay 1 thang
1 nam 1967 tai Ha Noi.

Nam 1983, vao Pai hoc Thanh Xuan tai Ha N6i hoc Nga ngir.
Nam 1984, du hoc tai Leningrad.

Nam 1991, 6t nghiép Pai hoc Su pham Ngoai Ngir Pyatigorsk
(cong hoa Nga).

Nam 1991-1992, lam cao hoc van hoc Anh ¢6 dién tai Dai hoc
Paris 7.

Nam 1992-1993, Iam cao hoc van hoc Nga duong dai tai PH
Sorbonne.

Lap gia dinh v6i hoa si Tran Trong Vi, con trai ctia nha tho
Tran Dan.
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Vé6i quyén L’ascenceur de Saigon nha vin Thuan doat giai
Bourse de Création 2013 de Centre National du Livre.

Hién nha van Thuan dinh cu tai Paris.
Téc pham:

- Made in Vietnam (tiéu thuyét, Van Méi, Cali, 2002)
- Chinatown (tiéu thuyét, Pa Nang, 2005)

- Paris 11 thang 8 (tiéu thuyét, Da Ning, 2006)

- T. mét tich (tiéu thuyét, Hoi nha vin, 2007)

- Van Vy (tiéu thuyét, Hoi nha vin, 2008)

- Thang mdy Sai Gon (tiéu thuyét, Hoi nha vin, 2013)
- Théang Tw vé 1y (tiéu thuyét, chua xuét ban)

Trich van:
Chi con 4 ngay nira 1a hét thang tw (trich doan tiéu thuyét) 1

. Nam cudn tron trong 1ong han, c6 hoi. C6 hoi ¢é phai tir
hom 4y, tir hom nghe tin nang qua doi, cr 4 gio chidu 1a han
cho dong ctra phong kham dé quay tro lai quan Le 44 V. Giong
¢6 thi thao. C6 van hay thi thao khi néi chuyén véi han, vé bat
clr van dé gi, ngay ca khi chi ¢6 han va c¢6 véi nhau, nhu thé d6
1a nhiing bi mat ma ho c6 nhiém vu phai git. Han nam im. Han
budn ngu qua. Jet lag cong voi 44 phut lam tinh khong ngung
nghi khién mét hin dip chat. Thang Tu Sai Gon la thang Tu
Paris. Nhung chdm chiéu Sai Gon 1a sang sém Paris.

ROi hin ng01 day ra goc phong bat a am dun nudc dién. Hin d6
vao ly gidy 4 goi bot ca phé co san trén ban. Hén can tinh tao.
Hin khong muodn mat diém trong mat cd. Han liéc nhin vao
guong budng tdm. Than hinh hin c¢6 vé khong dén ndi nao.
Bung chua 4 ngan. Tuy thé, hin biét nhimg thir nay chi co vé
théi, chit co thé hin da réu rao rdi. Hin c6 thé dau ai nhung
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khong thé ddu ban than, hin 1a bac si co ma. Hin réu rao rdi.
Tir bén trong. M&i ngay 4 1an hin cam thidy mot chd nao d6
trén co thé hin dang chét dan chét mon. Lic thi nira dui trai,
lac thi sdng lung, luc thi than phai, lac thi phdi, lac thi tim ...
Chét dan chét mon tir bén trong. Vay ma hin méi 44 tudi. Vay
ma hén ndc bo sita tir nho. Vay ma hin dugc bd hin mot bac si
day kinh nghiém dé mit theo doi gip 4 1an cac bénh nhan binh
thuong. Tham chi con hon ca 4 lan: bd han theo ddi hin tur
ngay sinh ra ¢ bénh vién tu ctia 6ng & Sai Gon cho dén khi
chinh thire budc chan vao khoa Y cua dai hoc Orsay. Co thé
han réu rao roi. Vay ma hin moéi 44 tudi. Doi lac han nghi c6
thé do han lam tinh qua sdm, hin hoang phi strc khoe cho tha
vui givong chiéu tir 4 nam cudi pho thong, véi 4 dira ban gai
trong trudng cung mot luc. Nhiéu khi chi 4 phut ngay trén 16p
hoc, gitra gio ra choi, sau bira trua ¢ cang-tin, trong nha vé sinh
cong cong trén tang 4. Nhiéu khi 4 1an mot ngay, trong 4 dip
nghi giita nim. Con 4 thang mua hé thoi thi chang ké xiét.
Dung 1a han khong ruou, khong ca thudc 1a, nhung nhuc duc 1a
cai ma hin it nhiéu kho vuot qua, ‘ngay tir nhiing nam trung hoc
han da nhan thdy. May ma me hin 44 niam nay khong bao gio
phat hién. Co 1€ ba suy tur chéng minh ra (qua 1a ban than hin
ciing rat nghi ngo kha ning tinh duc ciia bd dé han). Ba di hop
phu huynh déu dian. Ct 4 thang mot 1an ba viét thu xin gip
riéng gido vién 4 mon chinh. Cham thé thao, doi khi ngi gat
trong 16p, hoc lyc trung binh kha, chii y cac mén hoc can nhiéu
tri nhd. 4 nhan xét nay cua cac gido vién chi nhiém hau nhu
khong thay dbi va bao gio ciing khién ba hoang so hon bat ky 4
didu gi. Ba so hin kho 1ong di theo con dudong ma ba di sip
dat. Nhung ba da nham. Hay ba di gip may thi dang hon.
Hodc ban than ba ciing khong ngd ba gioi sap dat dén muc nay:
tdt nghi¢p trung hoc loai trung binh kha, hin ghi tén vao Y
khoa va xép hang thi 4 tir dudi 1én & vong thi loai cudi nim
thir nhat, vong thi loai mang ¥ nghia quyét dinh dé tr¢ thanh
sinh vién chinh thuc ctua khoa Y. Trong thoi gian luyén thi 4
thang, han khong c6 ban gai.
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Co vudt ve bung dudi cua hin. C6 vubt di vudt lai 4 1an va bao
gid cling bang 4 ngoén tay. C6 vé nhu co chua thoa man voi 44
phut lam tinh khong ngumg nghi vura r0i. C6 veé nhu ¢6 chua
bao gio thdéa man véi hian. Han ty nhi hin can phai an thit, that
nhiéu thit. — Anh s& an nhiéu thit dé ,an thit“ em, hin nghi
tham va bop nhe tay c6 4 cai, vao dung 4 vét chai quen thudc.
Hin rét thich cum tir ,,3n thit“ ma co day hén cach day 4 thang.
Tiéng Phap khong c6 nhimng tir hay ho nhu vy, it ra thi han
ctng chua tim dugc cai gi tuong duong trong ngdn ngir ma héan
sir dung tur khi 1én 4. Hin ubng 4 ngum hét chd ca phé. Han dit
tach 1én mat ban roéi han quay nguoi. Han vong tay om co,
ngang that lung. Hin man mé cai eo bé nho cua co. Hén van
nh¢ cam gidc khi nhin thdy ¢ & quan Le 44 V. Luc a ay, co6 mic
chiéc vay tring mong, 10 r6 toan bo vong eo. Luc a ay, han dang
trong tinh trang chang vui ciing chang budn. Méi nim ngoai
day, hin quyet dinh lam lai cudc doi. Lay vo, thoi & thué va mo
phong kham gan nha. Khau hiéu nay dugc thyc hién nhanh
chong trong vong 4 tuan va han da ngd 1a cudi cung han ciing
yén phan ¢ tudi 44. Budi sang, sau bita diém tam, trudc gid lam
viéc 4 phut, hén di bo dén phong kham, lam viéc mdt mach dén
trua, roi di bd vé nha n bita com bao dam di 4 chét dinh
dudng do vo hian niu. 44 phut sau, com nudc xong xudi, hin
lai di bo téi phong kham, 1am viéc tiép cho dén khi hét khach,
cho dén khi troi t0i han thi vé nha (van di b, duong nhién). O
nha, han tam rira, x0ng hoi, com t01 vo1 44 cl ruou vang do,
cudi cling om cai dleu khién vo tuyen leo 1én giuwdng trong tu
thé nira ngdi, nira ndm, 4 chiéc gbi chong dudi lung va ly tra 4
thao dugc tiéu com trén ban ngi. Tiéu com, d6 1a khau hiéu
ctia cac budi tdi. Cac budi tdi gidbng nhau nhu duc coa hin tir
ngdy lay vo. Do vo hin thich tin bt dong san va tin giat gan
hon lam tinh, nén hin s& thiép di trong chuong trinh ,,Cam
nang ban nha*“ cua Stéphane Plaza hodc kénh BFM TV, véi
hinh anh vé 4 tai nan giao thong khung khiép nao do, hay 4 vu
danh bom trong tau dién ngam, 4 vu ly di tién ti cua 4 sao
Hollywood, 4 cudc cach mang trin dong thé giéi A Rap trong
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d6 c6 thé co su tham gia clia 4 ngudi quen cua 4 bénh nhéan cua
hén hay 4 ngudi quen cta 4 ngudi quen cua 4 bénh nhan cua
hén... Thoi gian cr thé troi di, hin ching vui ciing ching budn.
Cho dén khi han tinh cd nhan dugc tin nang qua doi.

Co théi vudt ve bung dudi ciia hin. Hin hing mat 4 gidy.
Phong yén éng, 4 clra s6 dong chat 4 canh, nghe rd ca tiéng u u
cia may diéu hoa. 4 buc tuong phu kin 44 bo vay. 44 bo vay
mau sac sic so va o rong, 44 trang phuc dugc st dung trong
phim truyén hinh 44 tap ma c6 dang tham gia. 4 thang rdi c6 da
O day. 44 nguoi khac trong doan lam phim & cung khéch san.
Dién vién, dao dién pho dao dién va cac k¥ thuat vién. Hin lic
dau 4 cai. Han c¢6 xua di y y nghi ngay ngay han cong lung ké 44
don thubc nhirc ddu va s6 miii giira dat tro1 4m u cua ngoai 6
Paris, con co thi bay nhay & Sai Gon ryc nang cung 44 thanh
vién ciia doan lam phim (c6 dong vai hau ban trong mot quan
ruou thoi trude thang Tu). Va rat c6 thé chd han dang ndm bay
gio, khong dudi 4 1an c6 thfmg cha cing chii kiét nao d6 da uon
than, 4 chi dudi thang (hin bong dung dé ¥y thay lan 1am tinh
lac ndy, ¢6 4 1an truon 1én nguoi hén rdi 4 1an ra hiéu cho hin
khong duge nhiic nhich). Thing cha cing chu kiét nay c¢6 thé
bung di chay 4 ngan (hin ngo 13 co su trg giup cta 444 lon bia
Sai Gon trong 4 thang viura qua), nhung khudén mat phai cong
nhén la kha xinh trai, ciing thich coi trudng di lai va tranh luan
triét hoc glong nhu 44% dan 6ng nudc Phap. 44 khudn mat cua
cac nam dién vién hin ting thay trén vo tuyen truyén hinh tir
truéc dén nay bdng lan luot hién ra nhu diu hanh trong dau
han. 44 khudn mat ma hin tuong dd quén tur lau, bay gio nho
lai thay ciing kha xinh trai. Hin néng bimg mat. Canh miii rung
rung. Nguc trai nhoi nhéi. Nhung 4 gidy sau han ty nhu phai
binh tinh. Han hit 4 hoi thit sdu roi thé ra 4 hoi that nhe. 4 1an
nhu thé, hit tho nhip nhang, nhu han van din cic bénh nhan
tim mach mdi khi gip su c6 co kha nang gay xtc dong manh.
Hin hit thé nhlp nhang Hin ¢b ,,len tinh than“. Han ¢b ,,ho
khéu hiéu®. Han cb ,A Q. Hén ¢b ,lac quan cach mang® (4
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cum tir ndy ciing chinh c¢6 dé day cho hén va hin  cling rat khoai
vi chua tim dugc 4 cum tir tuong duong trong tiéng Phap). Hén
tu n6i voi ban than, trong moi quan hé gitra ¢d va hén, chi cb
méi co quyén dit cau hoi, bai vi tuy rang vo han thich tin giat
gin va tin bat dong san hon 13 lam tinh thi hin van phai hoan
thanh nghia vy, dém dém phai mac quén dui hoa nam canh, va
dung vao ngdy rung trimg cia vo hin, phai xuit ra 4 mi-li-lit
tinh trung. 4 gid chiéu, khi hin va vo han chui ra tir phong
dang ky két hon cua toa thi chinh thanh phd, me han di doi
san, khuon mit co qu'flp vi lo au. Khong dé cho vo ché)ng hin
kip nghi 4 gidy, uéng 4 ngum nudc sudi, an 4 miéng banh sing
bo, ba noi ludn 1a 44 nam nay ba mong ¢ chau dich ton. Roi
sau do, 4 gio chiéu chu nhat nao ba cling dén céng nha han,
nhan 4 tiéng chudng, goi vo chdng hin xudng va nhic di nhic
lai 4 lan mong mudn cua 44 nam nay. Lu6n luén véi khudn
mat co quap vi lo au. Pén do ma 4 gid chiéu chu nhat cr nghe
chudng cong reo 4 tiéng 1a han gia vo ban dé vo han budc phai
xudng ngim khuén mit co quap vi lo &u cua me chong. Co ve
nhu chau dich ton 1a diéu duy nhat nam ngoai kha ning sap dat
trude cia ba (gid nhu ba co thé dé thay cho vo han, han tin 1a
ba cling lam quach cho rdi, thdm chi 4 1an cho téi khi ¢6 chau
dich ton thi thoi). Nghi dén day, tinh than hin chua kip 1én da
6t tham hai. Han théy én lanh noi d6t thir 4 cua cot séng.
Khong phai hin khé khan gi 4 mi li lit tinh tring, nhung cia
dang t6i mdi lan 1am tinh v6i vo hin, hin déu én lanh noi dt
thir 4 ciia cot sdng. Han khong khoi c6 cam giac 1a dang lam
tinh v6i dan ong (gia nhu han gay!), chinh x4c hon 13 han c6
cam giac dang bi ép lam tinh v6i ong than sinh ra vo hin: vo
han thira huong tir cha dé hau nhu toan bo hinh thé, nhat la
khudén mat voi quai ham vudéng gip 4 ngudi thuong; da hon 4
14n han nai ni vo han nudi toc dai nhung vo hdn mot muc tur
chdi, han danh bo tay dé am tham chiu dung, suc chiu dung
ctia ngudi Viét hay nguoi gbe Viét noi chung 1a gap 44 1an cac
dan toc khac. Tét ca cac 1an lam tinh véi vo hin do vay déu vat
hén chim nghim duéi 4 ting dja nguc, giita nhirg khudn mit
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ky quai, lac thi vuéng gap 4 ngudi thuong cua bd vo hin, lic
thi co quap vi lo au 44 nam troi1 cua me dé han, cai dau thi chan
dtrg khodi cam, cai sau thi nang triu strc ép.

C6 vuon tay ra dau giuong, noi co 4 chiéc tai ni 16ng mau do.
Lic ndy trong khi han ngoi trén tac xi, c0 dé kip chay tir truong
quay ra cho va mua 4 suit banh cudn chay. Banh cudn chay 1a
mén ma cb an vao tat ca cac btra trua trong 4 thang dong phim
& Sai Gon. Co6 chay rat nhanh, qua 4 ngd tu, qua mot con
duong lon voi 4 lan xe, qua mot doan 4 chiéc xe van tai 4 tin
va cudi cing qua 4 hd tr thin 4 mét chidu ngang. Co6 chay
nhanh dén ndi c6 nhiing thtr da tudt sach khoi co thé co, trong
phéi ¢o khong con chut khong khi nio, trong miéng ¢ khong
con mot tir nao va cd danh gio 4 ngén tay vé phia chi ban banh.
— 4 suét? chi ta hoi. C6 khong thé tra 16i. C6 ciing khong thé
git dau. Co dang ngira cd dé dwa khong khi quay nguoc vao
phdi. C6 chi dugc 4 phut cho viée ay trude khi bat dau mot
cudc chay nira, dé vé khach san. Lan nay qua 4 con hém lon
dan dén 4 con hém nho, qua 4 cai chg ngoai troi, qua 4 hang
com bui, qua 4 quan bc nudng, qua 4 6 ga va mot doan rudc
dau gdm 4 chiéc xe hoi di kém mét xe buyt 44 chd ngdi, tat ca
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khong hiéu sao déu trang tri 4 con bup bé nhwa mic vay 4 mau
trén kinh trudce hodc kinh sau.

Hom nay dé c6 thé vé& sém don hin trude cira khach san, co da
bat diu budi quay cua minh tr [ic mat troi moc. Co thay vay,
bui toc, r0i ¢d danh phin, to son, quay nira phan doan. Nira
phan doan con lai dugc chia lam 4 phan va thyc hién trong 4
gio nghi giai lao cua 4 dién vién khac. Dé c6 duoc su dong ¥
cua 4 dlen vién ndy, c6 da mat 4 ngay thuyét phuc. Sau d6 co
lai mat thém 4 ngay nita dé thuyét phuc pho dao dién, quay
phim, trg Iy trudng quay va chuyén gia trang diém. Cudi cing,
cd 1én gip dao dién va co noi véi ong ta 1a co s& dua ban gai
ong ta di shopping khi ban gai Ong ta sang choi Paris. C6 ngd
1a 6 s¢& phai mat 4 ngay dé thuyét phuc 6 ong ta, tham chi co thé
13 4 tuan, vi ong ta no6i tiéng 1a nguoi kho gn va c6 khong chic
ong ta co ban gai gidng nhu 4 dién vién kia. C6 noi xong va cd
nin thd cho doi. Ong ta hoi giat minh, roi ong ta mim cudi, ong
ta n6i nhung 6ng ta c6 nhitng 4 ban gai va 4 ban gai cia ong ta
khong ¢ 1y do gi dé cing 1am mét chuyen sang Paris tham ong
ta, ong ta ciing khong co 1y do gi dé tiép 4 ban gai cua ong ta
cung mét luot. Khong kip suy nghi, ¢6 noi ¢o s€ dua ca 4 ban
gai cua ong ta di shopping moi khi 4 ban gai cua Ong ta sang
Paris. Ong ta gat dau tap lu. Ong ta ¢ vé nhe ca nguoi, con co
thi thdy triu ca nguoi. Co s& khong ké cho hian vé nhiing 1oi
htra dua di shopping dang d¢ trén vai c6: 4 véi 4 ban gai cla
ong dao dién va 4 véi 4 ban gai ctia 4 dién vién dong nghiép.
Cb ciing s& khong ké cho han vé nhimng cai ring minh cia co: 4
khi ¢6 nhin thdy han chui tir tic xi ra, 4 khi c6 thoang ngui thiy
mui co thé hin bay trong khong khi va 4 khi giira dui c6 1énh
lang 14 xuan.

Han vira nhai vira ¢ t6 ra hao hung. Hin khong la gi banh
cudn chay, mot trong 4 thir ma me han van bay 1én ban vao bita
trua chu nhat hay 4 dip lién hoan 18 tét hang nam. Va han dang
can an thit cho 44 tiéng ¢ Sai Gon. Nhung han cb t6 ra hiao
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htng. C6 hai 1ong. Co gat dau 4 cai. C6 ra 1énh cho hin an hét
4 miéng bot mi chién gia thit va hip sach 4 chen tuong déau
nanh pha gia nu6c mam chua. Hén nhay miét. Hin phung
mi¢ng. Han nhan mii. Hin nhe ring. 4 soi rau thom c6 mau
xanh ngit ma han khong biét tén treo lo ling gita ham trén. C6
bat cudi 4 tiéng. 4 lon téc den roi xudng vai co. Roi co di vé
phia budng tam, vira di vira hat 4 cau gi d6. Trong ltc ¢6 ki co
dué6i voi hoa sen va van tiép tuc hat thi hin goi dién xubng tiép
tan, dat mot suat thit bo Uc loai dic biét, ap chao, 4 traim gram.
Hin tir chdi khoai tdy. Khong khoai tay, thank you, ca chién
13n ludc. Nhung 4 phat nita nhat dinh phai xong. Bye.

C0 lau toc 4 lan r0i thoa 1én nguoi 4 16p kem thom mui va ni.
Va trin trudng va tron nhay va uyen chuyen cd lam 4 budce
thang 1én bung han. Han gio tay om lay bap chén cd, bap chan
6 ¢o 4 giot nudc 4m 4m. Van dung hién ngang trén bung han,
6 hat ham hoi han c6 thé ¢ lai Sai Gon bao lau. Han im ling,
Thoat tién han dinh tim cach khong tra 161 ngay, han khong
mudn pha vo niém vui méi co tir 4 tiéng. Nhung nhin mit co,
han thay han khong thé khong tra 10i trong 4 giay. Thé 1a dén
gidy thr 4, han néi. Han noi, giong gip gap, ngay kia 1a han
phai vé rdi, hin bay chuyen trua va phai roi khach san trude 4
tiéng phong truong hop tac duong. — Anh khong mudn lam anh
huong dén cong viéc cua em, han ~giai thich. Co cli nguoi,
truon 1én nguc han. Han phat ra 4 tleng rén nhe khi dui tréi cua
han cham vao dam 16ng min mang am udt cua co. Co lic dau
r0i thi thao cb noi, co khong thiy co gi anh hudng trong vu
nay. Ngay kia nhu ¢6 bao trude voi hin, ca doan duogc ty do vi
chudn bi dén 18 16n thang Tu, theo 16i khuyén ciia ¢6 van ngudi
dia phuong, dao dién va pho dao dién s& mang phong bi téi gip
g6 uy ban nhéan dan phuong, uy ban nhan dén quén va uy ban
nhan dan thanh pho 101 an ninh phuong, an ninh quén va an
ninh thanh pho, roi s¢ van hoa va cuc dién anh, roi 4 sG va 4
cuc khic, s& ndo cuc nao ciing ¢6 nhu cau phong bi. Trong khi
dao dién va pho dao dién chay 4 vong quanh Sai Gon dé phuc
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vu cac nhu ciu phong bi, co mubn cung hin di thim Cho Lén,
c0O chua dat chan tdi Cho Lon bao gio, co mudn biét xem né co
gidng véi nhitng gi ma co di viét 4 nam trude. — Diéu d6 rat
quan trong voi em, ¢6 noi. C6 ndi roi ¢6 khép mat lai va co 1&
ludi liém 4 chiéc ring ctra cua han. Hin ring minh. Hin om
chit lung co, khan khoan: — Pong nghiép ma anh nhd 1am thay,
khong thé gitp anh hon 4 ngay, anh mong em thong cam. — Ly
do ly trau' 0 noi, giong ¢o van thi thao. Hin rudn may, 4 tur
nay nam ngoai von tiéng Viét ciia han. Binh thuong thé nao cod
cling bat cudi, nhung bay gio thi ¢6 khong budn nhéch mép.
Co ciing khong budn nhin hin. Van thi thao ¢6 noéi. C6 néi rang
¢6 chan ngay 1y do ma hin dua ra, ¢6 da doan thé nao hin ciing
dua ra ly do do, rang c6 mic xdc han, han hiy dé cho co yén,
néu hian mudn thi ra san bay vé Paris trong 4 phut nira cling
dugc, vas-y, si tu veux ! Noi xong, 6 nam thang ra giudng, tay
dé dudi gay, mat nhin 1én tran nha. — Anh mong em théng cam,
hin nhic di nhic lai 4 1an, mdi 1an kém 4 tiéng thé dai. Han
mudn xiu. Han x4u hd. Han thay han mét 4 diém trong mét co.
R6i hén lai muén ndi néng. Thai duong han giat giat. Cuc yét
hau ¢ ¢6 hin trdi ra thut vao. Da mat han nong bumg. Hin thay
0 bat cong voi han. Han thiy c6 tham lam qué muc 4 lan. Han
da ra san bay Roissy tur 4 gio sang hom qua, doi ¢ do 4 tiéng,
bay mot chuyen dai v6i mot 1an do6i may bay 4 tiéng & Mac Tu
Khoa ma han phai chay thuc mang méi tim dugc 4 hanh lang
mdi cai dai 4 trim mét. Han s& phai tra cho dong nghiép lam
thay ba phan tu thu nhap cua phong kham trong thoi gian hin
vang mit. Chuyén bay vé ciing s& dai, cing s& dd 4 tiéng o
Mac Tu Khoa, cling 4 hanh lang mdi céi dai 4 trim mét. Té6i
Paris hén s& khong duogc 1€ vao nha de nghi ngay ca 4 phut, dé
uong 4 ngum nudc sudi va in 4 miéng banh simg bo, ma phai
di thang tir san bay dén phong kham cho kip gio md cira, dé
khong mat 4 khach quen. Hin di noi dbi vo han. Thyc long
han khong biét 4 nghin chuyén gi s& xay ra néu vo han phat
hién hin vé Sai Gon khong phai dé thay mat bd han chia chac
gia tai ctia 6ng ndi hian véi cac anh chi em ho hang trong nudc,
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ma dé chui vao khach san lam tinh véi c6. — Anh mong em
thong cam, hén nghen giong. Hin cam giac 4 giot nudc méan
sap tran lén mi. C6 van nam ngua, tay dé dudi gay, mit ngé
tran nha, trén d6 chang co gi ngoai con thach sung bé bang 4
dau ngén tay, chay loang quang 4 phia. Hin do dan ca nguoi.
Hén thay hén bt luc va hdn cim ghét su bat lyc cua hin. Gia
nhu hin c6 thé ngdi ddy dap 4 cai gi d6 hay mo tung ca 4 cira
s6 va hét 1én that to. Rdi hin nghe thiy 4 tiéng 4c ac phat ra tir
¢ hong ¢6. C6 1an ¢o bao hin rang c6 khong hiéu ndi co thé
cd, c6 vé co khong lam chu dugc no, néu con chan ndi 1én thi
¢6 sé& nhu khuc g5, méat hét thém khat, mat hét cam xdc, khong
phai chi mot phén hay mot phﬁn 4 ma 1a mat hét, hét sach, rflng
nhiing lic ay that 1a kinh khing, that 1a thim hai, chang con l1a
con ngudi nita, nhitng luc 4y ¢d chi mudn chét. Hin nghi thé va
han nhéi 4 cai & nguec trai. Han om lay vai co, dé 1én nguoi co,
hon 1én moi ¢co, dé at di 4 tleng ac ac khién hin nhoéi & nguc
trai. Han chot thay han khong thé song thiéu cai than thé manh
khanh khong qua 44 ki 16 nay. That 1a dién ro. Nhung chua bao
gio han thiy diéu gi r6 rang hon vay. Han cudng nhiét di vao
nguoi c6, mac cho chan c6 vung vay trén vai han. Han thay han
nhu mét thang dién, han thay hin khoe hon ‘thuong ngay 4 lan,
khong bd phén nao dang chét trong nguoi. han ca, han da nham,
co thé hin hoan toan sung man, 44 1a tudi sung man nhat cua
dan 6ng. Han cudng nhiét di vao ngudi ¢6. Han nhic c6 dat 1én
bung hin. Han phat rd phat dai. Han sting so khi 4 giot nudc
mit cua cd thi nhau roi xudng nguc han, 4 dau ngoén tay ciia co
bam vao vai hin, tiéng rén xiét cta ¢ chen 14n tiéng cb goi tén
hin 4 lan. Han chua timg thdy phu nit bat khoc khi dat cuc
khoai. Cua déng toi hin c6 nghe néi va da chang tin. Han siing
s0. Han cudng nhiét di vao nguoi co. Nhung han khong gip
may. Pén luot hin thi hin khong gip may. Pang luc hin tudng
nhu ¢6 thé chét di trong cai am ho 1énh lang 1ii xuan cta co thi
han giat nay minh boi 4 tiéng coc cdc tuong thung ca mang nhi
: 4 tram gram thit bo Uc 4p chao, khong kém khoai tay, dang
bbc khoi nghi ngit trong tay dau bép khach san, ding sau canh
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ctra. Pau bép khach san xin 15i 4 1an, bang 4 ngoai ngit — Anh,
Phép, Hoa va hinh nhu Han. R6i dau bép giai thich bang tiéng
Viét. Pau bép noi dau bép c6 thém 4 dau 4 tay nita ciing khong
thé phuc vu 44 khach hang cing yéu cau thit bd Uc ap chao
trong vong 4 phit. — 44 phut 1a toc d6 ky luc, dau bép tuyén bd
va lam mot nhat 4 budc ra tan hanh lang.

Hén ra roi, ngd sip xudng ngudi cd.
Thuan
Paris 3/2014

Tra 15i trong mot cudc phong véan, nha phé binh Nguyén Thanh
Son da c6 nhan xét vé nha van Thuan nhu sau:

“_ Tac pham ciia Thudn thi téi khéng thich lam. Chi Thudn
choi rdt than véi t6i, la cing & Nga vé, nhung ma... “xdo qud
hoa vung”. Nha van phai ngdy tho nhw mot dira tré, nhin moi
thir nhw mot dira tré, giit cho minh sw ngdy tho, trong sang, tin
vao nhirng d‘zeu tot dep la rat quan trong. Chi Phuong thi lam
dwoc chuyén dy. Chi dy viét it, ciing khéng phdi xudt sdc nhung
gitt cho minh dwoc sy chan thanh va trong tréo. Thudn thi van
la hién thuc, mdc di xé léch hién thuc di va thiéu nhitng chat
nhan van dam dac trong ddy. Thudn thiéu cdi sw an nhién nhuw
tré con.”

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Thuan Web: thethaovanhoa.vn

- Chi con 4 ngay nira la hét thang tu Blog:
blogcuathuan.wordpress.com
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15. Babara Trin

Barbara Tran (1968-20 )

Babara Tran 1a ngudi My gbc Viét, sinh tai New York nim
1968.

Cb theo hoc va tét nghiép Cir nhan Vin chuong tai New York
University. Lay bang Cao hoc M§ Thuat tai Columbia
University , New York City.

Nam 1998, dong soan gia v6i Monique Truong, Khoi Truong
Luu tuyén tap Watermark: Vietnamese America Poetry and

Prose.

Nam 2002, c6 tap hop céac bai tho in thanh tdp tho In the
Mynah Bird's Own Words (Tupelo Press, 2002)

Nam 2004, ¢6 dugc moi viét bai Viet Nam: Beyond the Frame
cho so dac bi¢t tap chi tam cd nguyét Michigan Quarterly
Review (Fall, 2004)

Babara Tran duoc dé nghi hodc nhan céc giai thudng sau:
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- 1993-4 New York Community Trust/Edward and Sally
Van Lier Fellowship

- 1997 MacDowell Colony: Gerald Freund Fellowship

- 1999 Pushcart Prize

- 2000 Asian Avenue: Poetry Contest, 1st Prize

- 2002 PEN: Open Book Award Finalist

- 2002 ForeWord Magazine: Book of the Year Finalist

- 2003 Lannan Foundation Writing Residency

- 2003 Asian American Writers' Workshop: Members'
Choice Award Finalist

- 2004 Bread Loaf Writers' Conference: Theodore Morrison
Scholar in Poetry

- 2006 Drunken Boat: Panliterary Award Finalist

Tac pham:

- Watermark:Vietnamese America Poetry and Prose (Asian
America Writers’” workshop, 1998)
- In the Mynah Bird's Own Words (Tupelo Press, 2002)

Trich tho:

Released

He steals

with the ingenuity and hunger
of an average

man. He arrived

in this country

on a paper boat.

He could taste

risk

on his tongue

like a sweet, stolen
kiss. Up at Raybrook,
he hopes
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his sister will visit, bring gifts
of the sort

he never gave. The clang

of the cell doors

sometimes sounds

like a tin cup, sometimes

like water, closing

over his head,

sealing his ears, sometimes

a bedroom door

from the wrong side. Occasionally,
the sound

tastes of metal. On her birthday,
he showed up,

took her to the zoo, his arm
around her shoulders.

They watched the seals

feeding. The red leaves
oflonging. Planes

zoom overhead, it seems,
hourly. Give Danny

twenty bucks. He's a good

kid, just a little

troubled. Relentless,

the bedsprings squeak. Qué
hora es?The greedy jane

could not be satisfied. What he did
was illegal

because he always

got caught. He would move

to the country, where only the trees
could corrupt him. The hair

on his face feels

rough as the rope they use

for the boats. Risk...
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Love and Rice

He jumped off the water buffalo, and I knew we'd be
married.

He turned it easily, pushing its head to the side.
The orange diep trees were like blazes of sun
hanging in the air below the clouds.

1 told Mother that night he was my lover.

He knew nothing of it.

1 thought of nothing else as I wrung the sheets.
That he was my cousin didn't matter,

there was no room for shame.

Grandmother would notice the sun setting

and know her clock needed winding,

know she had missed her bananas and rice.

That first time I touched him, I thought of nothing but fruit.

There was no electricity then, night came early.
1 took a long bath, pouring water

gently over my body, watching it drip

between the wooden slats.

Soon, 1'd be carrying

a weight inside me.

Bernadette Geyer viét vé tip tho ctia Barbara Tran:

“Tran's collection of poems is the winner of the first Tupelo
Press Chapbook Competition. Once you've read it, you will
understand why. The lyrical intensity and cohesiveness of these

poems will make you want to come back to this book often.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Babara Tran Web: en.wikipedia.org
- Released Web: muse.jhu.edu
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16. Mong Lan

Mong Lan (1970-20 )

Mong Lan sinh ndm 1970 tai Saigon, cha me déu 1a bac si, ca
gia dinh roi Saigon vao ngay cudi cung cia bién c¢d 30 thang 4
nam 1975. Sau 1 thang ti nan & ddo Guam, gia dinh co dén My,
di chuyén khip mién Tay va mién Nam Hoa Ky. Cudi cing
dinh cu tai Houton, Texas.

Sau khi tot nghiép trung hoc. Mong Lan nhan dugc hoc béng 4
nim vé van chuong, nén di theo hoc ¢ truong Nghé thuat
Glassell in Houston, bang Texas. Sau dd, tai San Francisco, c6
dat dugc chiing chi day Anh van cho nguoi 1on. Khong dung &
d6, Mong Lan tiép tuc sang New York hoc dé 1iy bang cir nhan
vé Anh van, vin hoc My va tam 1y hoc. Sau khi t6t nghiép,
Mong Lan lai duogc cép hoc béng dé thang tién voi béng cao
hoc nghé thuat (chuyén nganh tho) tai truong Pai hoc Arizona
¢ Tucson.

Nam 2000, Mong Lan gianh duoc hoc bépg nghién ctru sinh vé
tho trong 2 ndm & truong Dai hoc danh tiéng Stanford.
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Nam 2000, tho cua Mong Lan dugc gidi Juniper Prize

Nam 2001, tap tho Song of the Cicadas dugc University
Massachusetts Press an hanh

Nam 2002, tap tho Song of the Cicadas Great Lakes Colleges
Association's New Writers Awards for Poetry. N6 ciing duogc
vao chung két The Poetry Society of America's Norma Farber
First Book Award.

Nhiéu bai tho cia Mong Lan dd dugc dua vao nhiing tuyén tap
tho noi tiéng nhu: The Best American Poetry of 2002 (Tho hay
nhit nuéc My nam 2002), Viethamese American Poetry and
Prose (Van va tho cua ngudi My gbc Viét), New Writing by
Asian American Women (Tac pham méi cua phu nit My gbc
A)... Pong thoi, tho ciia ¢o ciing dugc ding trén cac tap chi
vian nghé hang dau cia My nhu Kenyon Review, North
American Review, New American Writing, Hop Luu ...

Nam 2002, Mong Lan duoc hoc bong Fulbright gitp c6 c6 co
héi nghién ctru, hoc héi, thuc té trong 1 ndm & Viét Nam.

Tir ndm 2003, Mong Lan 14 trg giang mon viét tiéng Anh sang
tao tai truong Pai hoc Maryland ¢ Tokyo trong 6 nam.

Trong nam 2005, Mong Lan vinh dy dugc moi doc tho tai
nhiéu cudc lién hoan tho thé gidi, trong dé co lién hoan tho &
Heidelberg, Durc. Gén day, tai hoi nghi vé tho do trudng Dai
hoc bang San Diego t6 chtic trong ba ngay 27, 28, 29-012006,
Mong Lan di c6 budi néi chuyén vé tho va giao luu véi sinh
vién.

Mong Lan ciing rat say mé nhiéu bd moén nghé thuat khac.
Ngoai thoi gian giang day va lam tho, c6 thuong to chuc trién
lam tranh, danh va thu phap cua minh. Nhiing tdc pham ngh¢
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thuat do da dugc trung bay tai cac thu vién ¢ San Francisco
Bay Area va Capitol House ¢ Washington D.C. (M), ciling
nhu & cic Vién Bao taing My thuét tai Houston, Tokyo va gan
day nhat 13 & Vién Bao tang Nghé thuat Dallas.

Mong Lan con 1a mot dién vién mua chuyén nghiép. C6 dam
mé ngh¢ thudt nay tir nho, da c6 dip hoc hoi duoc nhiéu diéu tir
nhimg gido vién tango ndi tiéng khi ho dén giang day & San
Francisco, Tokyo va Buenos Aires. C6 da 4 1an sang Argentina
dé nghién ctru va biéu dién, ciing timg tham gia nhiing budi
trinh dién tango chuyén nghiép tai Argentina, Italy, Japan,
Thailand, Vietnam va My, c6 cling la vii su tango.

Mong Lan cc’; thé noi thao tiéng Phap, Tay Ban Nha, Y, Anh,
Viét mot it tieng Nhat va Thai.

Téc pham:

- Song of the Cadidas (University of MassachusettesPress,
2001)

- Why Is the Edge Always Windy ? (Tupelo Press, 2005)

- Love Poem to Tofu & Other Poems (Tho va Thu phap,
Valiant Press, 2007)

- Tango, Tangoing: Poems & Art (Valiant Press, 2009)

- Force of the Heart: Tango, Art (Valiant Press, 2011)

- Love Poem to Ginger & Other Poems (tho va hoa, Valiant
Press, 2012)

Trich tho:
Love Poem to Bun Rieu

a bowl of bun rieu  eaten at Cho Lon
rice vermicelli in a rich broth of tomatoes
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shrimp & crabmeat
eating my way into memory a moth
1 remember
every delicious sliver of rice vermicelli
every succulent dumpling
every slurp

my lost city
under broth and soup
cousins dying at sea or far away
escaping one’s country

loss is all-encompassing
down to the last drop

tinh bun riéu
(Phan Nhién Hao chuyén ngit)

t0 bun riéu an trong Cho Lon
bun gao nuwoc leo dac ca tom & cua
an vao ky wc buom dem

toi nho
tirng miéng thom tho ciia bin
tung banh mong ngon
tirng hup xi xup
thanh phé da mdt cia téi
chim dwoi nuoc leo va sup
chi em bé thdy trén bién hay & chon xa
tron khéi nueGe minh

mat mat la tat ca-an den
tan giot cuoi cung.

Love Poem to Banh Cuon
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i learned to make you once & you were difficult
nothing worth it is easy
when i was young in Saigon & in little Saigons in America
i ate you with minced pork mushrooms
prawn
you are delicate white layers of flimsy rice film like white
wings

ready to fly
wherever the eater wishes

a special treat we devoured you on Sunday
mornings as if there was nothing
left on earth
they were the days in which there was nothing to do no
yearning
but being with family
nothing to wish for but luxuriating
in the fish
sauce spiked with chili peppers and lemons
the days of youth

now when find you i eat you vegetarian style without meat
with a concoction of soy sauce lemon & chili peppers

i linger over your melting body in my mouth
take your labia &
swallow

Tho tinh banh cuén
(Phan Nhién Hao chuyén ngit)

C6 lan hoc lam em & em khé qua 3
khong gi dang gia lai dé dang
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hoi nhé ¢ Sai Gon & Tiéu Sai Gon nuwde My
an em vdi thit bam nam tém
tinh té banh cuén gao trang moéng manh  nhuw déi canh
trcfng
chuc bay
dén noi ngueoi muon
qua ddc biét chung toi an hau hau sang Chu Nhat
nhu thé chang cé gi hon
trén doi
d6 la nhitng ngay khong gi dé lam  khao khat
ngoai trir quan tu gia dinh
chang wée mo gi ngoaqi trir xa hoa
niée mam
dam 6t vat chanh
nhitng ngdy tudi tré

gio tim dwoc em  t6i an kiéu chay  khong thit
voi loai nuwoc cham xi dau vat chanh & ot

nhdm nhdp thit da em tan trong miéng
ngam am moi em &
nuot.

Chirng Cé
(Luu Diéu Van chuyén ngir)
Theo nguyén tac tiéng Anh “Proof” trong Mong Lan, Love
Poem to Tofu & Other Poems (Valiant Press, 2007)

tai thanh phé nay noi ta khéng sinh song
ta da dvoc sinh ra
thanh phé ban than né da khéng
con tén tai trén ban do
Viet Nam
con dwong noi ta da dwoc
sinh ra khéng ton tai
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Vi tén né da doi thay
néu ta con tiép tuc

hién hiru noi dday néu ta & lai sau cudc chién

30 nam sau ta da tan bo xuong con dwong tro chuyén
pha tro van triét Iy

dau don voi cac ban

ta da la nguwoi [6n mdt nham chay xe mdy

két hén va da cé con

ngoi nha noi ta trdi
nam ndm ddu
cudc so”'ng da bi tich thu
& cho nén da khéng ton tai
nhu ta tirng biét
né nam trén con dwong ma tén da doi thay
khong con nhdn ra dwoc nita

nha cua ong ba ta
gior ddy nguwoi ta song trong dé dn lam tinh bdi tiét
dét nhitng cudc doi moi cho riéng ho tu
nhitng burc twong
thuoc qua khur ta

tqi thanh phé noi ta da dwoc sinh ra )
ta gio day khong con hién hitu vi thanh pho

khéng con ton tai
ong ba ta da gap
trong tri twong twong
& ky we da hién hitu
& da ban cho cha me ta sy sdng
ho hién hiru trong mot dat nuée & bé mat hoan toan khdc
khéng nam trong thanh phé ciia
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mau ngoc lam mo nhat  dé véi  mau tring &
mau than den
thugc tri twong tuwong ta

hai nhum cua
nhitng thanh phé
da thay tén qua chién tranh hodc nhiing cuéc cach
mang

bénh vién noi ta da sinh ra van con
thir do van ton tai va van gitr duoc
cdi tén Hopital St. Paul

diéu dé chirng minh dwoc gi khéng?

Nhay Tango
(Lé Pinh Nhat Lang chuyén ngi)
Theo nguyén tac tiéng Anh “Tangoing” trong Tango,
Tangoing: Poems & Art (Valiant Press, 2009)

O Buenos Aires céc fangueros nhay tango theo nhip
bandoneodn
14 Tudt vai violon
chiéc luéi ra quén cua 4m nhac

Nhay vé6i niém dién mé tu chu khéo 1éo
kém ham
nhirng qua tim dang tran

duyén dang nhiing 6ng & nhitng ba duyén dang udn bung
kiéu hanh
an thit b0 nhay di¢u tango nhuc cam
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Hau hét lich 1am & khong giat ban nhay ngudi
khac khong giau
dao trong mau

Troi di theo hoi
bandoneon

nhin xoay nhanh quay cham ém git dai
cudng
nhiing budc ngodt mu

Quay cudng thau dém t6i sang doi tinh ho khoét trén mit
nhing nép
sau tuyét vong
nhting milongueros phoi bay lich sir Argentina
trén mat minh

Tiét diéu dap don nhiing than hinh trai ra mot dém khong dirt
khong gi sanh noi

quén lang & khao khat
khao khat quén nhitng
cuoc doi
nghéo mat Quén Menem
the che doc tai quan phiét nhirng vu mat tich
nhitng khodn tiét kiém & dau tu ca
doi bi mat

Tai ctra song Rio de la Plata tango ra doi hon
100 nam trudc

& van sbng

Diéu tango cuia nhiing giai cip thip tango clia
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gidi quy phai
thuong dién ra ban dém trong la alta

madrugada  Tu
Chau Phi dua téi nhiing tiét tau choi—

Pém tiép dién
khong ngung
T6i bat dau
lai cuoc doi
nhitng cdu hoi cua doi toi
dén vdi t6i trong nhitng gidc mo
Nhitng cdu hoi
dén & di  Nhitng diéu nhdy
di
& dén Nhitng nguoi dan 6ng
dén & di

Dot nhién nghéo nguoi ta
dén & di ban dém
Ho luc lai
rac luom gidy cactong & do6 dé tai sinh
mang di bo lai loai rac bo di
nhu 16ng chim
d6i duoc vai peso
cho vai ki 16

Nha nhan vai nguoi ndi Buenas Noches
v6éi mat hién  Phu nit & tré con

lan di tirng thung

gidy Dan ong thd
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gidydi  Rac bimd
loai kén kén gap xac chét

Tai xé taxi khong thdi dugc to 20 peso  Thiéu efectivo

Nhip nhang bang phép mau thanh phd qudc gia & va
nguoi dan ctr di

Lvra o dau?

Dén dém lua chay
trong thung rac ngoai duong mot gian hoa lon
cho cudc hién té cia nd

Di choi dén 5 hay 6 gio sang  cac milongueros
om hit mau nhau  Ho nga
vé phia tim nhau vit long
Co 1€ ho sé theo nhau
vé nha ngiu nghién nhau

Ubng nhitng anh liéc va tia nhin nhau thu khodi cam tir nhay
om da
gitra hai chan nhau trén nhiing san nha dong nghit

Mat do: nén nhady véi ai nén tranh ai?

Ban nay & ban no day cac ba déi1 cac 6ng tim moi nha nhan
cao ngao

Khip chung quanh ngudi ta vach ochos  phét voleos
nhirng ct bat dao
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Nhiing birc tudong sup do

T6i bat dau lai cudc doi Téi bat dau doc
nhitng bau troi 1d binh minh

Nhitng cau hoi cua doi toi

troi toi toi trong nhitng ban tango
Nhitng cdu hoi dén

& di nhitng gidc mo

nhitng nguoi dan 6ng & dan ba

(Buenos Aires, 2001-2004)

Phai noi r.':fmg Mong Lan la mc}t nghé si tai ndng vai thi, hoa, vii
diéu la bac thay, nhan xét vé tap tho Song of the Cicadas (Khiic
hat ve sau), nha phé binh Robert Creeley cho biét:

“Do6 la mét tdc pham thanh nhd vé ngén tir va khéo léo vé ngir
diéu. Tac pham @6 lam xiic dong long nguoi qua nhitng van
tho manh liét ma sau ldng. R6 rang tdc gid la mét bdc thay vé
nghé thuat”.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Mdng Lan Web: quehuongonline.vn
- Nhay tango Web: damau.org
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17. Lé Thi Diém Thiiy

L& Thi Diém Thay (1972-20 )

Lé Thi Diém Thay sinh ngay 12 thang Giéng nam 1972 tai
Phan Thiét. Ngoai mot s6 tic pham van xudi, ba con lam tho va
dién kich, timg doat giai van hoc c6 tiéng tai M.

Nim 1978, Diém Thuy cing cha vuot bién bang thuyén, duoc
tau Hai quan Hoa Ky vét va sau dinh cu tai San Diego thudc
tiéu bang California, My. Diém Thiy c6 mot ngudi chi chét
dubi trong trai ty nan Malaysia. Khi khai nhap canh Hoa Ky, vi
mot sy nham 14n, gidy to ctia Diém Thay ghi tén ngudi chi, nén
sau do co da dung tén cua chi cho chinh minh.

Niam 1990, Diém Thay chuyén dén Massachusetts, theo hoc tai
Hampshire College, mdt truong dai hoc nhan van, hoc mon van
chuong thoi hau thudc dia, nén c6 thoi gian chuyén sang hoc
tai Paris, Phap dé nghién ctru cac thu tich tang trir ¢ Phap vé
Viét Nam. Ciing thoi gian ndy c6 quyét dinh chon "toi 13 nguoi
M§" va dung tiéng Anh 14 ng6n ngit dién ta tam tu.
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Nam 1994, t6t nghiép. Sau khi ra trudng Diém Thuy sang tic
mot sd bai tho, van xudi va miy ban doi thoai. V& kich doc
thoai Mua He Do Liwta/Red Fiery Summer 1a do chinh c6 trinh
dién tir ndm 1995 dén 1997 & mot sb hy vién. Sau d6 co viét vo
the bodies between us do cong ty New WORLD Theater san
xuat. Diém Thuay di di luu dién ¢ Bic My 14n Au chau va duoc
moi trinh dién & Whitney Museum of American Art (Vién Bao
tang My thuat Hoa Ky Whitney & New York).

Niam 1996, tic pham "The Gangster We Are All Looking For"
ra mit trén tap chi Massachusetts Review roi duoc Harper's
Magazine in lai. Tac phém nay sau dugc dic két lai thanh cudn
tiéu thuyét cing tén. Nha xuat ban Alfred A. Knopf nhan mua
ban quyén tir trude khi ¢6 hoan tit naim 1999 va dén nam 2001
thi phat hanh.

Nam 1998, trong khi viét cudn tiéu thuyét nay Diém Thay da
vé thim qué hwong Viét Nam, sau 20 nim xa xir. Chuyén di
nay Diém Thily cam nhan dugc nhitng hy sinh va mat mat cia
cha me khi phai bo xr s¢ ra di ty nan tai My. C6 bai to: Toi
thau hiéu dwoc néi ¢6 don cia cha me... va nhitng gi mdi
khong tim lai dwoc. Than mau cua Diém Thiy sau khi phat
hién minh bi ung thu da tr¢ vé Viét Nam va mat & Phan Thiét.
Thén Phu ciing da tré vé Viét Nam song.

Cubn tiéu thuyét ciia Lé Thi Diém Thay dugc bao New York
Times khen ngoi, sau do dugc giai thuong cua Sang hoi

Radcliffe, cling dugc céac giai:

- Nam 2004, dugc giai cua Guggenheim Fellowship
- Nam 2008, duogc giai cua USA fellowship

Tac pham:
- The Gangster We Are All Looking For (Knopf, 2003)
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Trich van:

If one morning in the Spring, a stranger came and said to me,
your mother, father, brother, sister, uncle, lover, friend is dead
from a b-52, napalm bombing, search and destroy misson, air
attack, Tet offensive, My Lai massacre, failed escape, I would
not scream but make of my body a net, a tarp, stretched taut
across the sky, the sea, over every village and hamlet, prepared
to catch everything from the sky, shade everything on the
ground, rain water and receive yyou, war, with arms
outstretched

Trich tho:

to my sister 1€ thi diem trinh
shrapnel shards on blue water

everyday i beat a path to run to you

beaten into the melting snow/the telephone polls

which separate us like so many signals of slipping time
and signposts marked in another language

my path winds and unwinds, hurls itself toward you
until it unfurls before you

all my stories at your feet

rocking against each other like marbles

down a dirt incline

listen

ma took the train every morning

sunrise

from phan thiet to saigon

she arrived

carrying food to sell at the markets

past sunset

late every evening she carried her empty baskets
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home

on the train which runs in the opposite direction
away from the capital

toward the still waters of the south china sea

once ba bought an inflatable raft
vellow and black

he pushed it out onto a restricted part of water
in southern california

after midnight

to catch fish in the dark

it crashed against the rocks

he dragged it back to the van
small and wet

he drove us home

our backs turned in shame

from the pacific ocean

our lives have been marked by the tide
everyday it surges forward

hits the rocks

strokes the sand

turns back into itself again
a fisted hand

know this about us

we have lived our lives
on the edge of oceans
in anticipation of
sailing into the sunrise

i tell you all this

to tear apart the silence
of our days and nights here
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i tell you all this
to fill the void of absence
in our history here

we are fragmented shards

blown here by a war no one wants to remember
in a foreign land

with an achingly familiar wound
our survival is dependent upon
never forgetting that vietnam is not
a word

a world

a love

a family

a fear

to bury

let people know
VIETNAM IS NOT A WAR

let people know
VIETNAM IS NOT A WAR

let people know
VIETNAM IS NOT A WAR
but a piece
of
us,
sister
and
we are
5o much
more
Vé em téi Lé Thi Diém Trinh
Mainh bom miéng dan v& trong nwéc xanh
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Mbi ngay chi danh vét véi con dwong dé chay dén véi em
DBanh vat voi mat tuyét dang tan/tiéng dién thoai bau cir
D tach roi ching ta giong nhw dau hiéu cia thoi gian tron
trot

Va bang chi dwong danh ddu trong ngon ngit khac

Léi di khéng gié hodc long gio, xody tron ve > phia em
Trude em tir lic cang ngon buom

Tat cd nhitng chuyén ké ciia chi khi budc chan em

Nhday nhét tren ghenh da nhon giong nhuw cam thach
R6t xudng nhitng trién doc toi tam

Ldng nghe

Ma lén chuyén xe liva méi budi sang

Mat troi lén

Tir Phan Thiét t6i Sai Gon

Ba xuéng bén

Mang theo thuc phcfm dé ban & cho

Qua hoang hon

Mbi budi chiéu mit miing mang theo ganh gié trong khong
Vé nha

Trong chuyén tau nguwoc tré lai

Roi xa thu do

Vé noi van con nwde xanh ciia bién nam hai

Trong lic Ba mua chiéc bé méo mé

Mau vang pha xin den

Ong day né trong ving bién cam lai ving

Cua mién Nam California

Sau nwea khuya

Bt cd trong dém tham den

Truot nga trén da nhon chdp chung

Roi mang tra vé trong chiéc xe van

Nhé bé va am wot

Ong ldi xe cho chiing ta vé nha

Lung cong xuong trong tii ho

Tir bién Thdi Binh Dwong.

Poi séng chiing ta ddnh ddu bang ngon séng
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Mbi ngay do at vé phia trudée

Cham manh vao da

Bat tung cat

RGi tré vé lai ché cii tié'p tuc

Nhue ban tay ndm lai dudi ra

C6 hiéu ré ching ta

Chiing ta di c6 cude doi ching ta dang song
Trén canh bo cua dai dwong

Tham du vao

Cuoc hai hanh khi mat troi lén

Chi néi véi em tat ca nhitng diéu dy

Pé xé toang niém thinh lang

Cua ngay thang va dém 16i ciia chiing ta o day
Chi noi voi em tat cd nhiing dleu ay

Pong ddy néi bé quén ciia sw vang mat

Trong lich sw chung ta tai noi nay

Chung ta la nhitng manh vun rai rdc toi ta

V& toang ¢ ddy boi cude chién ma khéng mét ai mudn nho
Pong ddt xir nguoi

Véi vét thwong sdu nhung quen thudc

Cuoc vuot thodt cua chung ta phu thugc vao
Khéng bao gic quén lang rang Viét Nam khéng la
Ngon ngir

Thé gici

Tinh yéu

Gia dinh

Néi hdi so

Vao chon vui

Hay dé moi nguoi hiéu

Viét Nam khong phdi la chién tranh

Hay dé moi nguoi hiéu

Viét Nam khong phai la chién tranh

Va hay dé moi ngueoi hiéu Viét Nam khéng phdi la chién
tranh

Nhung o manh doi

529



HUYNH AI TONG
Cua
Chung ta,
Em
Va chung ta hién hiru
Rat nhiéu.
Rat nhiéu hon thé nira...”
Trong bai Ké du ding ma tdt ca ching ta tim kiém nha phé
binh Nguyen Manh Trinh da viét:

“Cé phdi ddy la mot thi du cia nhitng héi nhdp? Néu nhw vy,
bén canh nhitng thanh cong cua di dan la nhitng sw thyc cua
mét cudc song khoi dau bcing ban tay trcfng Co khi, qué nha la
mot am anh. Co khi, ngay thang cii va ngay hién tai nhoa nhat
vao nhau. Nhung, liic nao thi chdt Viét Nam ciing chang thé bi
xéa bé. Lam sao, lam méi dwoc mot can cwde da han dau trong
xwong trong thit?

Toi doc The Gangster We Are All Looking For nhu mot cdch
thé doi chiéu cugc song. Trong hon 180 trang cua nam chwong
sach, nhitng ky irc chong chdt nhau tir Viét Nam dén Hoa Ky,
va trong noi bang bac cia nhitng cudc song chuyén doi trong
cai mong manh cua coi nguoi. Thu thyc toi doc va theo doi cau
chuyén kha thodi madi voi mot bo cuc don gian va 1oi viét kha
[oi cuon.

Toi nghi, doc gia My thich nhin vao nhitng cugc song hoi nhap
ciia di dan nén tiéu thuyét cia Lé Thi Diém Thity dwoc nhiéu
chuy..”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Lé Thi Diém Thay Web:

- The Gangster We Are All Looking For Web:
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18. Dao Strom

Dao Strom (1973-20 )

Dao Strom sinh nam 1973 tai Saigon, la con gai cia nha van,
nha bao Trung Duong Nguyén Thi Thai.

Ném 1975, Dao Strom theo me di tan sang M¥, dinh cu tai
mién Bac California.

Dao Strom t6t nghiép nganh dao tao sang tac.

Co dd cho an hanh mot tiéu thuyét va mot tuyén tap truyén
ngan, cung 2 albums nhac.

Dao Strom nhan dugc James Michener Fellowship va Chicago
Tribune’s Nelson Algren Award.

Trong nam 2005, quyén tiéu thuyét cua cd 1a Grass Roof, Tin
Roof dugc dua vao danh sidch dé nghi gidi International
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award.

Téc pham:
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- Grass Roof, Tin Roof (Houghton Mifflin/Mariner Books,
2003)

- Send Me Home (2004)

- The Gentle Order of Girls and Boys: Stories
(Counterpoint press, 2006)

- Everything that Blooms Wrecks Me (2008)

Trich van:
beginning
As we enter the Year of the Tiger...

In starting this blog, I am opening up the creative process on
my current project, a song-cycle I am calling “Requiem for the
Migration & Mother(land)songs.” 1 was living in Juneau,
Alaska in 2008 when I received a phone call from an artist
manager and concert promoter in Palo Alto, who had been sent
one of my albums (via a series of small accidents involving my
making the e-acquaintance of a music-blogger named
MusicIsMySavior)... This promoter was the first person to
hand me the seed of this notion: that I might be able to write
something that bridges the middle-ground between my prose
work and my songwriting work. In our conversations, the word
“song-cycle” came up. I began to imagine a piece of work
made up of songs that would link, almost like short stories or
like prose-poems, in thematic and/or subject content,
interspersed also with words, spoken or read.

Ever so slowly, with the snow listing out my windows, in the
early-dark of my (second) Alaska winter, I began to find
myself actually composing songs having to do with Vietnam.

War & its aftermath is almost always on my mind. As are
travel and geography. So these songs & writings have to do
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with those themes. I have been working on a book of
((something resembling)) prose for a few years now,
tentatively titled “Notes From the Southern World.”
Somewhere 1 had read a line about Buddhist cosmology
referring to the material plane (our earthly lives) as “the
southern world.” I imagine the meandering experiences I have
felt compelled to write about, some very personally seated,
being like “notes” from a traveler contemplating her time and
lessons in “the southern world.” To say I am making “notes” —
rather than trying to tell bonafide stories — just seems to me a
more honest way to depict this work. Too, the allusion to music
that the word “notes” conjures, seems also fitting.

Perhaps also, there is something about the nature of “Vietnam”
— as a subject, a history, a history of stories and events, a
cataclysm, a ‘nomenclatura’ for a definitive set of
circumstances of the late 20th century — that forces us to write
in such a disjointed manner. For why are so many stories of
modern Vietnam-Americana told in fragments? Why do so
many of us (who write in this territory) dwell on language &
context? Why can we so seldom tell a linear story? ((or is it
just me that feels this way?))

I am still writing and composing mostly in fragments and
seemingly endless, tangled, threads. Even with songs — a set of
verses that make sense, and then an instrumental progression
randomly played that has no home yet, finds itself added on to
the song. Structure has always eluded me; yet I am slightly
obsessed with it — with constructing and deconstructing the
pieces, allowing sheer instinct, and sometimes impulse, to
guide me with where to place the pieces.

Those pieces — notes, thoughts, sounds, etc. — that do not yet
have a certain home or form are making their way into this
space, for now at least. I will try to post some piece of the
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Requiem project at least once a month, under “mind + ears.” &
I will post other thoughts and such here, under “posts.” Perhaps
this is just for my own entertainment — something I can do
without leaving my house. But still — I would like to welcome
input from any who read this and want to join in on the
dialogue — about words, sounds, songs, form & context,
identity, Vietnam, war, myth, Americana.

There is a medium we’ve not yet clearly delineated; & maybe
this has something to do with that.

Trich tho:

Home

At first I thought it was a house
that we did not live in yet,

that was being built

on a hillside carved into

by men & bulldozers

among pine trees

& tall, tall grass.

How those trees seemed

to lean sideways

only because they had to—the slopes
they sprouted from were so steep

as a child I wondered

had the ground tilted like that
concaved & curved

before or after the trees set in

their roots? Or were they so mindless,
those trees, as to be willing to drop
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their seeds
just anywhere?

Those slopes we ran up and down
collecting burrs in socks

ticks in hair

lashes from the seeds of grasses
wheat-like—

foxtails,

starthistle,

fox burrs.

Home was a hillside

in a new country

where once gold was discovered
it had called out to millions like us
desperate

to (re)settle.

2.

Then home was the house

my stepfather had built

& within which our family raged
& sometimes laughed or loved
in our ways.

We did the best we could do.
In that house
where the water pressure was never right

& the water in the pipes
froze on cold mornings
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there were quirks to the house
you had to explain to guests
accustomed to the more ordinary
working out of things.

There were no windows on the entire east-facing
side, he had placed them all

to look out West

upon the view that faced sunset

& historic valley
old Culluma where ran that famed river
named for the country and the dream

—the American River—

that gold had wrought:
our new historic
ahistoric

anchor.

Aubrey trén Powells.com di nhan xét vé Grass Roof, Tin Roof
cua Dao Strom nhu sau:

“This novel follows Tran, a Vietnamese woman, from her days
of working for a politically charged newspaper in Saigon in the
'70s to her family life in California and on into her children's
lives. A precise story about the nature of belonging. I loved it.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Dao Strom Web: en.wikipedia.org
- Beginning Web: daostrom.wordpress.com
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18. Nguyén Minh Bich

I

Nguyén Minh Bich (1974-20 )

Nguyén Minh Bich sinh vao thing 8 nim 1974 tai Saigon, Gia
dinh c6 gdm ba ndi, cha, hai nguoi chl va nguoi chi gai, da 1én
duoc chién ham vao dém 29 thang 4, ro1 khoi Viét Nam trude
vai gio, khi bién ¢b 30 thang 4 nam 1975 xay ra. Nhung me cb
da bi that lac, nén khong cing di tan.

Sau mot thoi gian ¢ ddo Guam, gia dinh c6 dugc dua toi trai ti
nan Fort Chaffee ¢ tiéu bang Arkansas, sau cung dugc dinh cu
tai thanh pho Grand Rapids thugc tiéu bang Michigan. Pay 1a
ving ¢ nhiéu sic dan gdc Bic 4u di cu t6i tir trude nhu dan
Dure, Ai Nhi Lan, Pan Mach, Hoa Lan, ho 1a nhiing nguoi bao
thu, do d6 Nguyén Minh Bich da trai qua mot thoi ky bi ky thi
trong tudi hoc sinh.

Nguyén Minh Bich lan luot vuot qua céc trd ngai vé xung dot

van hoa, da nhanh chong hoi nhép vao xa hoi Hoa Ky. Nguyén
Minh Bich tot nghi¢p Cao Hoc Véan chuong nganh Sang tac tai
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Pai hoc Michigan, c¢6 tr¢ thanh giang su cia Pai Hoc North
Carolina Greensboro.

DPén nam 2002, c6 két hon voi nha vin kiém gido su Anh ngi
Porter Shreve va chuyén cu vé thanh phd Chicago, tiéu bang
Ilinois. Hién 1a gido su day viét van, sang tac van chuong tai
Purdue University ¢ Indiana.

Nam 2007, quyén hoi ky Stealing Buddha’s Dinner cua cd do
nha xuit ban Viking Adult 4n hanh, dugc trao giai thuong
PEN/Jerard cia Trung tdim PEN American, Winner of the
PEN/Jerard Award, Chicago Tribune Best Book of the Year
2007 va Kiriyama Notable Book.

Nim 2009, Nguyén Minh Bich cho xudt ban quyén tiéu thuyét
Short Girls dugc gidi Winner of an American Book Award va
One of Library Journal's Best Books of 2009.

Hién nay Nguyén Minh Bich song & Chicago, Illinois va West
Lafayette, Indiana.

Tac pham:
- Stealing Buddha’s dinner (Viking Adult, 2007)
- Short girls (Viking Adult, 2009)
- Poineer girl (Viking Adult, 2014)

Cung v6i chong 1a Porter Shrive dong tac gia cac tuyén tap:

- The Contemporary American Short Story (2003)

- Contemporary Creative Nonfiction: I & Eye (2004)

- 30/30: Thirty American Stories from the Last Thirty Years
(2005)

Trich van:
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Stealing Buddha’s dinner
1
Pringles

We arrived in Grand Rapids with five dollars and a knapsack
of clothes. Mr. Heidenga, our sponsor, set us up with a rental
house, some groceries — boxed rice, egg noodles, cans of
green beans — and gave us dresses his daughters had
outgrown. He hired my father to work a filling machine at
North American Feather, one of his factories. Mr. Heidenga
wore wide sport coats and had yellow hair. My sister and I
were taught to say his name in a hushed tone to show respect.
But if he stopped by to check on us my grandmother would tell
us to be silent because that was part of being good. Hello girls,
he would say, stooping to pat us on the head.

It was July 1975, but we were cold. Always cold, after
Vietnam, and my uncle Chu Cuong rashly spent two family
dollars on a jacket from the Salvation Army, earning my
grandmother’s scorn. For there were seven of us in that gray
house on Baldwin Street: my father, grandmother Noi, three
uncles, and my sister and me. Upstairs belonged to the uncles,
and downstairs my sister and I shared a room with Noi. My
father did not know how to sleep through the night. He paced
around the house, double-checking the lock on the front door;
he glanced sideways out the taped-up windows, in case
someone was watching from the street.

skeksk

I came of age in the 1980s, before diversity and multicultural
awareness trickled into west Michigan. Before ethnic was cool.
Before Thai restaurants started popping up in every town.
When I think of Grand Rapids I remember city signs covered
in images of rippling flags, proclaiming “An All-American
City.” Throughout the ’80s a giant billboard looming over the
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downtown freeway boasted the slogan to all who drove the
three-lane S-curve. As a kid, I couldn’t figure out what “All-
American” was supposed to mean. Was it a promise, a threat, a
warning?

skoksk

When my father married Rosa, when I was three, she wanted
my sister and me to take bilingual education classes. She
believed not in total assimilation but in preservation; she was
afraid English would take over wholly, pushing the Vietnamese
out of our heads. She was right. My sister and [ were
Americanized as soon as we turned on the television.

I knew a lot of immigrant kids who tried to have it both ways:
keep one language for home and family; use English at school,
with friends, and anywhere out in the world. Somehow, I
couldn’t manage that double life. I spent most of my school
years trying to go unnoticed. Because I couldn’t disappear into
a crowd, I wished to disappear completely. Anyone might have
mistaken this for passivity.

Once, in second grade, I disappeared on the bus ride home.
Mine was usually the third stop, but that day the bus driver
thought I wasn’t there, and she sailed right by the corner of my
street. I said nothing. The bus wove its way toward downtown,
and I got to see where other children lived — some of them in
neat and clipped neighborhoods, others on streets where
windows were boarded up. All the while, the kid sitting across
the aisle from me played the same cheerful song over and over
on his boom box. Pass the doochee from the left hand side,
pass the doochee from the left hand side. He and his brother
turned out to be the last kids off the bus. Then the driver saw
me through the rearview mirror. She walked back to where I
was sitting and said, “How come you didn’t tell me you were
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here?” I shook my head — don’t know. She sighed and drove
me home.

Later, in high school, I learned to forget myself a little. I
learned the sweetness of apathy, of forgetting my skin and
body for a minute or two, almost not caring what would happen
if I walked into a room late and heads swiveled toward me. I
learned the pleasure that reveals itself in the loss, no matter
how slight, of self-consciousness. These things occurred
because I remained the good immigrant student, without
raising my hand often or showing off what I knew. Doing work
was rote, and I went along to get along. I never quite got over
the terror of speaking up in class, but there is a slippage
between being good and being unnoticed, and in that sliver of
freedom I learned what it could feel like to walk in the world in
plain view.

I would like to make a broad, accurate statement about
immigrant children in schools. I would like to speak for them
(us). I hesitate; I cannot. My own sister, for instance, was never
as shy as [ was — she chose rebellion rather than silence. We
had an arrangement: I wrote some papers for her and she paid
me in money or candy; she gave me rides to school if I
promised not to tell anyone about her cigarettes. At the same
time, I think of an Indian friend of mine who told of how, in
elementary school once, a blond classmate told the teacher, “I
can’t sit by her. My mom said I can’t sit by anyone who’s
brown.” And another friend, whose family immigrated around
the same time mine did, whose second grade teacher used her
as a vocabulary example: “Children, this is what a foreigner
1s.” And ometimes I fall into thinking that kids today have the
advantage of so much more collective cultural wisdom, that
they are so much more socially and politically aware than
anyone was when I was in school.
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But I worry that I am wrong, that some kids will always want
to disappear and disappear until they actually do. Sometimes I
think I see them, in the blurry background of a magazine photo,
or in a gaggle of kids following a teacher’s aide across the
street. The kids with heads bent down, holding themselves in
such a way that they seem to be conscious even of how they
breathe. Small, shy, quiet — such good, good kids, immigrant,
foreigner, their eyes watchful and waiting for whatever
judgment will occur. I reassure myself that they will grow up
fine, that they will be okay, that things will work out for them
as they somehow have for me. Maybe I cross the same street,
then another, glancing back once in a while to see where they
are going.

Carole Memmott trén bao USA Today da nhan xét vé Nguyén
Minh Bich:

"Her prose effortlessly pulls readers into her worlds. Her
typical and not-so-typical childhood experiences give her story
a universal flavor."

Nha van Khoi Nguyén nhan xét vé Nguyén Minh Bich nhu
sau:

“Tom lai, voi van phong lwu loat cua mot giang sw nganh van
chirong, Nguyén Minh Bich da dat dén dinh thanh céng qua
nghé thudt ké chuyén vira khiic chiét vica chan tinh va nhdt la
dam nét duyén dang cua mot ngoi but phai nit.”

Tai liéu tham khao:
Nguyén Minh Bich Web: honvietradio.blogspot.com

Immigrants joining the mainstream Web: usembassy-
mexico.gov
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20. Angie Chau

Angie Chau - Chau Thanh Thw (1975 -20 )

Angie Chau tén that 1a Chau Thanh Thu sanh nam 1975 tai
Saigon.

Néam 1978, gia dinh c6 vuot bién dudong bién, dén trai ti nan &
Malaysia 6 thang rdi dén dinh cu ¢ California, Hoa Ky luc vira
4 tudi. Than phu c6 1a mdt gido su day mon Triét hoc ¢ Pai
hoc Cén tho.

Nam 1997, Angie Chau t6t nghiép cir nhan vé mén Vin héa
Pong Nam A Chéu va chinh tri kinh t& hoc tai University of
California Berleley va Cao hoc My Thuat (MFA) tai Pai hoc
University of California Davis, noi dy c¢6 1a chi bién vé tiéu
thuyét cta tap chi The Greenbelt Review.

C6 da duoc gidi Hedgebrook Residency va Macondo
Foundation Fellowship. Cac bai viét ciia ¢6 dugce dang tai trén
cac tap chi Indiana Review, Santa Clara Review, Night Train
Magazine, Slant, hop tuyén Cheers to Muses.

Nam 2009 ¢ doat giai Maurice Prize vé tiéu thuyét cua UC,
Davis.
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Téac pham dau tay. Quiet As They Come donha xuét ban IG
Publishing phat hanh nim 2010, tdc pham ndy c6 di sang tac
trong 3 nam lam viéc ¢ Kuai, Hawaii, 1 nam day hoc ¢ Italy va
2 nam hoc ¢ UC Davis.

ANGIE CHAL

Téac pham Quiet as they come day 195 trang, né dugc tac gia
sap x€p nhu nhiing truyén ngan cé lién h¢ véi nhau, giong nhu
mot quyén tiéu thuyet.

Mudi mét truyén ngin dung nén mot cdt truyén, cé 13 nhan
vat cua 3 gia dinh, dugc dién dat qua géc nhin ctia 4 nhan vat
chinh, & ngdi thir nhat hodc thir ba. Cot truyén ndi vé mdt cude
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doi doi cua mot dai gia dinh nguoi Viét ti nan, ho nhap cu &
San Francisco, cung ¢ trong mot ngdi nha c6 3 phong ngu,
khéi dau tir nam 1980.

Céc nhan vat chinh phac hoa chu dé caa cbt truyén: tham hoa,
mat mat, hy sinh va sy hoi nhap vao doi song moi 6 Hoa Ky.

Niam 2011, sach duge vao chung két giai:

- First Fiction for The Commonwealth Club Book of the Year
Award!

- Fiction for the Northern California Independent Booksellers
Association Book of the Year Award!

Téc pham:
- Quiet as they come (IG Publishing, 2010)
Trich van:

The Lives Lived Beneath the Surface
Posted on August 16th, 2012 by Angie Chau

As many of you know, Quiet As They Come took me back for a
homecoming in Vietnam at the start of 2012. I was invited to
give talks at the U.S. Embassy in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi.
I don’t use the word homecoming lightly. We left the fallen
city of Saigon (now called Ho Chi Minh) in 1978 when I was
3. My parents and I escaped by boat in the middle of the night.
We had tried twice before, once in 1975 and again in 1976
when we failed. There was a Malaysian refugee camp in
between when we were countryless. But that is a whole other
narrative. This story is about connection. This is about the gift
of writing, about how we create reshaping us, about the
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brilliant unknowns in life akin to the writer’s journey that can
be so unexpectedly delicious.

As I look back on Southeast Asia, here are a few of the
snapshots from the album I keep in my head. Inside the
militaristically high security Embassy, after handing over my
passport and possessions to the drab gray uniformed guards, I
enter a packed room with a colorful audience aged 16 to 65+.
They wear a combination of sneakers and sportswear as well as
traditional long flowing ao dai. The beaming smile of betel nut
blackened teeth from an older woman with fair almost
opalescent skin still glowing despite her age. The medieval
amidst the 21st century, this is Vietnam today.

Another scene, high in the mist shrouded mountains of Tam
Dao, once a French colonial mountain resort at the turn of the
century and now a village so sleepy when we went to the one
open restaurant and ordered the chicken, the proprietor literally
had to find a chicken, kill the chicken, boil the chicken. I am
far from the steamy bustle of Hanoi to get some words down at
the invitation of Nguyen Qui Duc the writer and broadcaster.
Upon hearing I was in country from a mutual friend, he handed
the keys to his writing retreat although we have never met
before. It is a blustery January morning and I am 5000 feet in
the air cliff side when finally the clouds fade and the sun falls
thick as honey on my blank page announcing the arrival of an
idea. The generosity of this place just kills me.

Nine flights in two weeks, bumpy small plane rides coasting
above the South China Sea, sunrise flights when the air is cool
and smells of sweet jasmine, sunset landings when the tarmac
is crackling and feels like banh trang baking and rising right
beneath our very sandals.
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And finally, underground in the Cu Chi Tunnels, on my hands
and knees to do research for the new novel. It is humid and
shadowy and everyone is gasping so loudly for air an echo
pulsates in the tight red clay chamber. All I can think is how in
the world did these men and women have the conviction to live
without seeing sunlight for months on end while being shelled,
gassed, and bombed in the most devastated area in the history
of warfare? I think about the act of writing and trying to
unearth lives lived beneath the surface. I think about the sweat
and perseverance, the grasping for direction in the dark, the
faith required. While I am 15 feet underground, I realize it is
about pushing on even when it feels impossible, a good
metaphor for life and the writer’s path, one that usually means
taking the road less traveled of course, and yet somehow well
worth the long arduous bushwhack of a journey.

Below is a photo collage of a few places Quiet As They Come
has taken me. It has been a wild and rewarding ride so far. The
best part has been reconnecting with old friends and meeting
new friends along the way, folks that I would not have had a
chance to meet if it were not for the book. As a result of your
support, the little story collection has gone into its second print
run and I humbly thank you.
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Trong bai Angie Chau va tdc phiam Quiet as they come,
Nguyeén Manh Trinh da viét:

Mot tiéu thuyét gia dd nhan xét vé “ Quiet As They Come “ dai
y: Day la mot tuyén tdp linh dong va siu Sac voi nhiing truyén
ngdn manh mé téa sdng va nhitng doi song noi lien nhau cia
mét dai gia dinh di déan tir Viét Nam.Téc gia da dwa day léo ldi
dé tao dung nhitng manh doi séng day cd tinh- nhiéu khi bi
tham nhiéu khi hai hude, gitta ao wéc mo mong va phan no,
gitta nhitng mat mat to 1ém va nét thanh tan bi an-véi nhing
nét duyén dang, nhan bdan va long trac an manh mé dén dién
cuong. Quiet As They Come gidi thiéu nhitng budc chan khoi
hanh cua mot tai_nang van chu"ong gdy nhiéu kinh ngac véi
nhitng ky thudt dién ta tinh Vi noi vé nhitng manh gia dinh phirc
tap véi tudi tac , véi doi song di dan va- trén tat cd — la kho
tang chon dau tir tham sdu cia trdi tim nhén logi...”

Tai liéu tham khao:
- Angie Chau Web: angiechau.com

- The Lives Lived Beneath the Surface Web:
blog.hedgebrook.org
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21. Hoai Huong Nguyen
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Hoai Huong Nguyen - Nguyén Thi Hoai Huong (1976-20 )

Nha tho, nha van Hoai Huong Nguyen tén that la Nguyéq Thi
Hoai Huong, sinh tai Phap ndm 1976, ca cha lan me¢ déu la
nguoi Viét Nam, dén Phap dinh cu tir thap nién 1970.

Tén Hoai Huong cta c6 do song than ddt cho, dé ghi lai mot
noi1 niém nhé ¢6 huong, ¢6 1€ vi theé n6 anh hudng td1 sy nghiép
van chuong cua co.

Nam 2005, ¢6 cho ra mat tap tho dau tién Parfums (Mui
huong) do nha xuat ban Harmattan an hanh.

Ngay 29 than 3 nam 2006, ¢ 6 trinh luan an tién si van chuong
v6i dé tai: “L'eau dans la poésie de paul Claudel et celles de LI
PO, TU FU, Wang Wei, Saigyo, Basho et Busson” do gido su
Mm Colette Astier huéng dan, hoi dong Giam khao gom 4 giao
su cua Dai hoc Paris 10 va 4.

Nam 2007, ¢6 cho ra mét tap tho Désert (Su ¢6 quanh) cung do
nha xuat ban Harmattan an hanh.

Niam 2013, ¢6 cho ra mit tiéu :thuyét dau tay L’Ombre douce
(Bong mat ém diu) do nha xuat ban Viviane Hamy, day 156
trang, phat hanh ngay 17-1-2013.
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L’Ombre douce, da phac hoa vé mot giai doan lich st cia Viét

Nam, vé tinh yéu cua mot nir y ta tré Viét Nam voi mdt nguoi
linh Phép trong chién dich Dién Bién Phu nam 1954.

Tac phém da thyc sy mé hodc doc gia do chuyén tinh lang
man, déy bi thuong gitra Mai va Yann, cling nhu sy 16t ta chan
that vé y chi quat cuong cua dan tdc Viét Nam trong cudc
khang chién chéng Phap gianh doc lap tu do cho Viét Nam.

L’Obre douce nhan duoc:

- Le Prix Marguerite Audoux 2013

- Le Prix Premiere-RTBF 2013

- Le Prix du Salon du Livre de Geneve 2013

- Le Prix Lire Elire - Bibliothéques pour tous Nord Flandre
2013

Nguyén Thi Hoai Huong 1a gido su tai University Institute of
Technology

Tac pham:

- Parfums (tho, L'Harmattan, 2005)

- Deésert (tho, L'Halzmattan,’ 2009)

- L'ombre douce (ti€u thuyét, Vivianne Hamy, 2013)
Trich van:

L’Ombre douce

1954, c’est la guerre d’Indochine, ['armée populaire
vietnamienne attaque les troupes frangaises sans reldche.

A Hanoi, a I’hopital Lanessan, Mai, une jeune Annamite, aide
les équipes médicales en charge de remettre sur pieds les
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soldats francais blessés. Yann, le jeune breton, a été atteint au
thorax mais s’en sort... Pour elle, c’est bien un coup de foudre.
La jeune femme va d’ailleurs faire preuve d’une imagination
debordante pour empécher qu’il soit renvoyé trop rapidement
au front, allant méme jusqu’a mentir au médecin sur son état
de santé. L’énergie qu’elle déploie pour retarder son deépart
éveille l’attention et la curiosité du soldat qui, a son tour,
tombe sous le charme.

(Hoai Huong NGUYEN, L ‘ombre douce, Editions Viviane

Hamy, 2013)
Trich tho:
ton
ame
vivre
brillait-elle
chévrefeuille
du sang

clair

k
hon may nudc
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terre
ton
ame
nai
trang

tendue

a

travers
la
nuit
dém

sang

mon
bien-aimé
I’inconnu

(Trich tur tap tho Desert)

Theo nhan xét cia Ba Corinne Boulangier, Chu tich Hoi d@)ng
Giam khao giai thuéng Le Prix Premiere-RTBF 2013 cua Bi,
tiéu thuyét “Bong mdt dju ém” 1a mot “tdc pham cé gia tri ca
vé bé cuc van hoc va cam xiic, d(fng thoi ‘gdy dwoc sy to mo’
cho doc gia.”

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nguyén Hoai Huong Web: congdongviet.de
- L’Ombre douce Web: desmotsetdesnotes.wordpress.com
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22. Aime Phan

Aimee Phan (1977-20 )

Aimee Phar} sanh ndm 1977, tai Orange County, California.
Song than déu 1a nguoi Viét Nam.

Sau khi t6t nghiép Trung hoc, Aime e Phan theo hoc va tét
nghiép Ctr nan van chuong (BA)tai University of California,
Los Angeles.

Sau d6 c6 dugc hoc bong theo hoc va tot nghiép Cao hoc My
Thuat (MFA) tai Pai hoc Towa.

Nam 2004, Aimee Phan cho xudt ban quyén truyén dau tay We
should never meet , quyén nay duoc giai:

- Association of Asian American Studies Book Award nam
2004

-Viao chung két giai Asian American Literary Awards in
Fiction ndm 2005.

- Kiriyama Prize Notable Book nam 2005.
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T khoa mua Thu 2005 dén khoa mua Heé nim 2007, Aimee
Phan 1a Giao su phu giang tai Washington Sate University.

Nam 2012, Aimee Phan cho 4n hanh tic phim tha hai
Reeducation of Cherry Truong

Nhitng tiéu thuyét cia c6 ding trén cac bao hay tap chi
Colorado Review, Michigan Quarterly Review, Virginia
Quarterly Review, Chelsea, Prairie Schooner va Meridian.
Con nhitng bai viét khac ding trén New York Times, USA
Today, Guernica va The Oregonian

Hién nay Aimee Phan la Gido su phu gidng tai California
College of the Arts ¢ Oakland, California.

Tac pham:

- We should never meet (St. Martin’s Press, 2004)
- Reeducation of Cherry Truong (St. Martin’s Press, 2012)

Trich van:
Pacific Norwest Tour

So back in my second trimester, it seemed like a good idea to
set up a few readings in the summer—not a full fledged tour, but
a few out of town dates that could be buffered with visits to
friends and family. But that was before we tried juggling two
kids, which we are realize with each passing day is a long,
steep learning curve.

But despite the long travel days, Amelie’s unflagging
determination to perform princess plays every minute of every
day (complete with swaddle blanket costumes), and Isaiah’s
reliable witching hour (which just happened to occur during
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my reading times), we had fun. The Pacific Northwest is our
absolute favorite region of the country. If I could transport
those massive walls of trees to wherever I lived for the rest of
my life, [ would.

In Portland, I returned to Annie Bloom’s to read, and it really is
one of the sweetest independent bookstores we’ve frequented.
There is a bookstore feline ambassador who sleeps on the
counter in a groomed, snug catbed. This time around, it was a
friendly, tiny three-year-old black cat named Molly. The
audience was mostly comprised of old friends, students and
colleagues, so it didn’t even feel like a reading, but more of a
chat of what I’ve been doing for the last eight years.

Any fantasy I had of revisiting our old favorite restaurants and
sights while in Portland was quickly replaced with the more
pressing objective of keeping the children happy and occupied
between naptime and bedtime. So instead of eating at Pok Pok
or catching a movie at the Kennedy School, we visited the
children’s museum and the zoo. But some overlapping
activities included visiting Multnomah Falls, my favorite
waterfall, bookstores, and strawberry picking at Kruger Farms
in Sauvie Island.

But the best activity probably had to be visiting the Enchanted
Forest, an adorable, ethereal children’s park in Salem, Oregon
with our old friends Mika and Loren, and their children. It is
like Oakland’s Fairyland, but in a wooded, mossy forest. And
no crowds. On a Saturday morning, we could walk on to any
attraction or roller coaster we wanted without any wait. Amelie
fell in love with this park, expressing both fear (she refused to
enter the witch’s mouth) and wonder (she ran with both arms
open to hug the life-size park mascot, a chipmunk.)
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Though I’ve read at several branches of the Seattle Public
Library in the past few years, I’d forgotten just how beautiful
and impressive the central library was. We took the kids to the
Children’s Center, where Amelie was warmly approached by a
librarian to participate in a lamb hunt. The scavenger hunt,
which is refreshed weekly, encourages kids to read a book
about a beloved children’s character, and become more
familiar with the luscious space. The reading took place on the
red floor, which is also gorgeous eye candy. The attendees,
including some of my Hedgebrook sisters, were warm and
supportive.

Both literary cities refreshed my faith in the state of
contemporary reading, reminding me that there are actually
people out there who read and attend book readings for
pleasure.

S. Lee & Franfurt, Germany viét vé tap truyén We should never
meet.

Great for anyone interested in the relatively unknown story of
Vietnamese-Americans, post-war era. Also for lovers of
character studies, the human condition, the general plight of
life as presented through the angle of immigrants in a
politically-charged atmosphere. The short story format enables
smooth and easy reading, without being simplistic in subject or
prose. Yet the author maintains a common and fluid thread
between the varied stories.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Aimee Phan Web: en.wikipedia.org
- Pacific Northwest Tour Web: aimeephan.com
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23. Nam Lé
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Nam Lé

Nha van Nam Lé tén that la Lé Hiru Phudc Nam, sinh nam
1978 tai Rach Gia, 1a con ciia mdt ST quan Quan Lyc Viét Nam
Cong Hoa. Sau 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, than phu Nam L& phai di
hoc tap cai tao.

Nim 1978, Nam Lé vira méi dugc 3 thang tudi da cling gia
dinh vuot bién bang thuyén sang trai ti nan & Malaysia.

Cudi cung gia dinh Nam Lé duoc dinh cu tai Uc. Nam Lé tdt
nghiép Luat khoa tai Uc, sau khi hanh nghé m¢t thoi gian ngan,
Nam Lé bo viéc theo dudi nghiép van.

Y tuong viét quyén sach dau tién nay dén khi Nam Lé di du
lich cac noi trén thé gidi, va quyét dinh theo du Writers’
workshop ¢ Dai hoc lowa. Tai day 6ng nhan bang Cao hoc
Sang tac. Sau do, ong dugc cac hoc bong & My, Au Chau va
Uc, nhung cudi cing 6ng nhan vai tro binh but vé tiéu thuyét
cho tap chi Harward Review.

The boat (Con thuyen) 1a tap hop 6 truyén ngan Mot thiéu nién
14 tudi hanh nghé giét muén & Comlobia run riy dén nhan cai
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chét dé hi sinh vi bang hitu (Cartagena), mot hoa si trung nién
o0 New York bi gidy vo bdi bénh tri va su lanh nhat cua c6 con
gai duy nhit d3 xa cach 17 nam (Gdp Elise), mdt cau hoc sinh
trung hoc noi heo hut nudce Uc phai ddi dién véi ndi so tur 10
thach thirc cua tinh dich sung manh cung lac véi cai chét gan
ké cua me rudt (Vinh Halflead), mot ¢ bé 16p ba ngudi Nhat
lo mo nghi vé gia dinh ctia minh trong thoi khic dinh ménh khi
chiéc mdy bay B-29 di vao dia phan thanh phd Hiroshima
(Hiroshima), mot nit luat su ngudi My that tinh sang Iran tim
ban 16t cudc hoang mang truéc lya chon danh ddi quyét liét
clia ¢ ban gai than (Tiéng goi Tehran), mot thanh nit nguoi
Viét vat 16n ca vé thé chat 1an tinh than trén chuyén tau vuot
bién day song gié (Con thuyén). Bbi 16i trong mot thé gidi voi
nhitng hoan canh, nhiing su kién vuot qua kha nang kiém soat
cia minh, cac nhan vat trong truyén ciia Nam Lé déu 1a nhitng
than phan phai ddi mat va dau tranh voi ndi so hii cua con
nguoi hién dai.

The boat 1a mot thanh cong 16n, sau khi 4n hanh, quyén sach da
nhan dugc cac giai:

- “5under 35” cua National Book Foundation tai M§ nam
2008, voi cac tac gia 1a Matthew Eck, Keith Gessen, Sana
Krasikov va Fiona Maazel.

- Dylan Thomas Prize nam 2008

Cudn The Boat ngoai an ban Anh ngit con c6 ban tié:ng Viét va
duoc dich sang tieng Puc, Y, Hoa Lan, Phap, Phan Lan, va
Tay Ban Nha.

Trich van:

The Boat
First chapter
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My father arrived on a rainy morning. I was dreaming about a
poem, the dull thluck thluck of a typewriter's keys punching
out the letters. It was a good poem — perhaps the best I'd ever
written. When I woke up, he was standing outside my bedroom
door, smiling ambiguously. He wore black trousers and a wet,
wrinkled parachute jacket that looked like it had just been
pulled out of a washing machine. Framed by the bedroom
doorway, he appeared even smaller, gaunter, than I
remembered. Still groggy with dream, I lifted my face toward
the alarm clock.

"What time is it?"

"Hello, Son," he said in Vietnamese. "I knocked for a long
time. Then the door just opened."

The fields are glass, I thought. Then tum-ti-ti, a dactyl, end
line, then the words excuse and alloy in the line after. Come
on, | thought.

"It's raining heavily," he said.

I frowned. The clock read 11:44. "I thought you weren't
coming until this afternoon." It felt strange, after all this time,
to be speaking Vietnamese again.

"They changed my flight in Los Angeles."

"Why didn't you ring?"

"I tried," he said equably. "No answer."

I twisted over the side of the bed and cracked open the

window. The sound of rain filled the room — rain fell on the
streets, on the roofs, on the tin shed across the parking lot like
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the distant detonations of firecrackers. Everything smelled of
wet leaves.

"I turn the ringer off when I sleep," I said. "Sorry."

He continued smiling at me, significantly, as if waiting for an
announcement.

"I was dreaming."

He used to wake me, when I was young, by standing over me
and smacking my cheeks lightly. I hated it — the wetness, the
sourness of his hands.

"Come on," he said, picking up a large Adidas duffel and a
rolled bundle that looked like a sleeping bag. "A day lived, a
sea of knowledge earned." He had a habit of speaking in
Vietnamese proverbs. I had long since learned to ignore it.

I threw on a T-shirt and stretched my neck in front of the lone
window. Through the rain, the sky was as gray and striated as
graphite. The fields are glass ... Like a shape in smoke, the
poem blurred, then dissolved into this new, cold, strange
reality: a windblown, rain-strafed parking lot; a dark room
almost entirely taken up by my bed; the small body of my
father dripping water onto hardwood floors.

I went to him, my legs goose-pimpled underneath my pajamas.
He watched with pleasant indifference as my hand reached for
his, shook it, then relieved his other hand of the bags. "You
must be exhausted," I said.

He had flown from Sydney, Australia. Thirty-three hours all up
— transiting in Auckland, Los Angeles, and Denver — before
touching down in Iowa. I hadn't seen him in three years.

560



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

"You'll sleep in my room."

"Very fancy," he said, as he led me through my own apartment.
"You even have a piano." He gave me an almost rueful smile.
"I knew you'd never really quit." Something moved behind his
face and I found myself back on a heightened stool with my
fingers chasing the metronome, ahead and behind, trying to
shut out the tutor's repeated sighing, his heavy brass ruler. I
realized 1 was massaging my knuckles. My father patted the
futon in my living room. "I'll sleep here."

"You'll sleep in my room, Ba." I watched him warily as he
surveyed our surroundings, messy with books, papers, dirty
plates, teacups, clothes — I'd intended to tidy up before going
to the airport. "I work in this room anyway, and I work at
night." As he moved into the kitchen, I grabbed the three-
quarters-full bottle of Johnnie Walker from the second shelf of
my bookcase and stashed it under the desk. I looked around.
The desktop was gritty with cigarette ash. I threw some
magazines over the roughest spots, then flipped one of them
over because its cover bore a picture of Chairman Mao. |
quickly gathered up the cigarette packs and sleeping pills and
incense burners and dumped them all on a high shelf, behind
my Kafka Vintage Classics.

At the kitchen swing door I remembered the photo of Linda
beside the printer. Her glamour shot, I called it: hair windswept
and eyes squinty, smiling at something out of frame. One of
her ex-boyfriends had taken it at Lake MacBride. She looked
happy. I snatched it and turned it facedown, covering it with
scrap paper. As I walked into the kitchen I thought, for a
moment, that I'd left the fire escape open. I could hear
rainwater gushing along gutters, down through the pipes. Then
I saw my father at the sink, sleeves rolled up, sponge in hand,
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washing the month-old crusted mound of dishes. The smell was
awful. "Ba," I frowned, "you don't need to do that."

His hands, hard and leathery, moved deftly in the sink.
"Ba," I said, halfheartedly.

"I'm almost finished." He looked up and smiled. "Have you
eaten? Do you want me to make some lunch?"

"Thoi," I said, suddenly irritated. "You're exhausted. I'll go out
and get us something."

I went back through the living room into my bedroom, picking
up clothes and rubbish along the way.

"You don't have to worry about me," he called out. "You just
do what you always do."

Trong bai Lén thuyén ciing Nam Lé, Truong Qué Chi di viét:
“Con thuyén”, truyén ngdn cudi cing ké vé mét chuyén vuot
bién quay lai dé tai khéng ngoqi 1é ciia van chirong di trii
nhung van phong cua tac gia lai kiém chitng cho su thanh cong
cua hanh trinh xuyén suot cd tap truyén. Nha vin gio ddy da co
thé thau suét va thong hiéu mot cach cong bang nhitng sé phdn
khdc khodi tir Columbia hay Nhdt Ban, My hay Viét Nam.
Nam Lé da tré thanh mét nha van quéc té thay vi mét nha vin
dan toc.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Nam Lé Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- The boat Web: nytimes.com
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24. Db Lé Anh Pao

P6 Lé Anh Pao (1979-20 )

D4 Lé Anh Dao sinh ngay 16 thang 11 nam 1979 tai Go Vap
Saigon, c6 con co tén la Jane Do, Ava.

Nam 1992, dinh cu tai California, Hoa Ky.
Co trinh dién trén san khau rat sém, khi méi 16 tudi.

C6 theo hoc va tét nghiép Ctr nhan Tam 1y tai University of
California, Los Angeles.

Sau khi tot nghiép, c6 dung kién thirc chuyén moén vé Tam ly
hoc va nghé nghiép dé tim hiéu thém vé tim than con nguoi.

Co6 lam viéc cho mdt co quan chu truong ntt quyén & Las
Vegas.
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b6 Lé Anh Pao sang tac truyén ngén, tiéu luan, tho dang trén
Nha Magazine, Hop Luwu, Van Hoc, Tho, talawas.org,
damau.org, Viet Weekly ngoai viét ra c¢6 con trinh dién do
thuat.

Hién c¢6 lam viéc va séng tai Las Vegas, Nevada.
Trich van:
Nhu tim than hoang tuwéng

Anh Dao trinh bay truyén Nhw « Tam T) han Hoang Tuwong »
theo cau truc mot bai tho, day la truyén tinh tay ba, dong tinh,
luong tinh, kha phong tung. Van cua Anh Pao dep va quyén rii.

Tran Vi
Bay Gio
T6i giat minh mé to mét.

Buoi chiéu thir ndm ¢ thw vién rat hiu quanh. Mua dong & céi
thanh phd nay ngang nguoc, khong ra lanh, cling chang ra
nong. Thoi tiét cir thay d6i mot cach khong ude chimg cho
duoc, va vi vay nhiéu khi nhitng bd do t6i chon mdc tr¢ thanh
vo ly. Glong nhu hom nay ciing vay, bu01 sang ning nong va
budi chiéu 4m u lanh. Quen 6 vo1 nang am, bon muoi lam do
Farenheit thi ma to1 da thdy rét mudt vo cung. Cai 4o so mi
bang lua mong, quan jeans, va xang dan cu6n day khong tai
nao 1am toi 4m ndi, cho du toi da co ro ngdi trén hoi gié sau
ké sach.
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T6i nhin qua chd ngéi bén canh, anh van ngéi do, nhin toi
diém tinh. K& ca nhitng luc yéu t6i, anh chua ting bao gio xot
xa khi nhitng anh hudng thién nhién lam t61 giao dong. Anh
cho rang, so v4i nhitg su kién khac trong cudc doi con gai
rach nat cua t61, thoi tiét co khéc nghiét, cling chi 1a v& van.

To1i lai nhin anh. Rung minh. Du nao 1ong, t61 quyét chi, to1 s&
khong doi thoai va cu xtr véi anh nira, sau hom nay.

Hom Qua

DPém thir tu thudng 13 dém t6i thich di bar nhit trong tuan. Thi
tu gilta tuan, khong c6 nhimg nguoi ¢ xa lai xe dén
Hollywood choi, nhiitng hop dém chi c6 dan dia phuong lui
lai. T6i khong co quan niém truong gia LA ring ho & xa qué
mua. Nhung thudong ho chi déanh gia thanh phd nay hoang
dang va to mo vé su xa hoa, ma khong thau hiéu dugc hét
nhitng vé dep phtc tap cua nd. Va téi khong uva nhin nhiing
d6i mat mé to soi moi day suy xét do.
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T6i va Rita toi Barfly. Dém nay c6 ngudi quen dang to chirc
budi trinh dién thoi trang dé in mung ra mat mot bd phim
méi. Rita rat khiéu goi va rat giau c6. Nang nguoi Pong Au,
than hinh né nang nhu Sophia Loren, chan dai, eo nho, nhat 1a
bd nguc cing mém khong chiu ndm yén, ctr nhin nhay nhin
toi chdm chdm. Khiéu khich. Goi mdi.

T61i mé Rita tr hom gap nang dém ti€c sinh nhdt cia minh
nam ngodi. La mdt cd gai cd thdi quen chinh phuc, nang da gia
bd vo6 tinh dung t6i. Xin 161 hoi hot, d6 quan dong nguoi:

"Nhay v6i em nhé?" Nang pha hoi thé néng ddm mui ruou
vao 10 tai va ép than thé nhé nhai mo hoi sat nguoi toi vao
tuong.

Nang cam tay t6i ap vao bung minh, dan dit chi duong cho
nhimg ngon tay tim toi. T61 méan man ban tay trén san bung
thang, ludn xudng dudi 16p vai kim tuyén ran rat. O dudi 16
rin x6 hot cuom, la nhimg soi 16ng mang vang lat, nhleu ma
mém. Va ¢ dudi nita, 13 nhimg ngd ngach mon mon am udt,
siu ma chat. Su tdo bao bit can ciia nang quyén ril toi, 16i kéo
t61 vao nhip diéu dém cua thanh pho.

Los angeles hay lost angles? noi thién than ¢ hay thién than
lac?

Tbi chi biét 1a toi bi nhitng ddc nét dan ba cta Rita mé hodc.
Nhiing gi gan giéng nhu minh, nhung khong hoan toan 13 cia
minh. Nhitng gi trai nguogc lai voi sy S?ip dat cua dinh ménh,
ctia qua khir; khong cho chiing tiép tuc xam 1an chiém ctr dan
dét dai cua linh hdn t6i. Sy mém mai diu dang cua nang lam
cho t6i cam thiy an toan, lam cho t6i quén di nhiing tan ac cua
tudi tho trd tréu. Quén di nhimg gi dan 6ng thudc vé ngudi cha
ghé, khudén mit dam déng, ban tay ham hiép, bung m& ning
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né, cip dui 16ng la... Va con nhimg bo phén khac cua hén?
Khong, t61 chang nhé duoc gi vé nhitng by phan khac vi Rita
¢ day voi téi hom nay.

Tir lan quén quai uén éo v6i nang trén san nhay, khong mang
t6i nhitng cai nhin ntra thém thudng nira khinh bi cta nhiing
tén dé duc dung quanh xem, dén nhiing lic ve vudt au yém
v6i nang giira nhimg tim ra giudng, Rita di tré thanh nguoi
tinh yéu thich cua toi.

Va cua anh.

bém nay dong, hang nguoi ding trude cua kéo dai tdi tan goc
duong. Co 1€ 1a nhiing tai to mdt 16n cia dién anh Hollywood
dang c6 mat. Thang bao vé to 16n di quen mat toi va Rita, mo
diay nhung dé cho ching t6i chen ddm dong vao. Mgt vai
ngudi doi da 1au, ghen tirc chiri thé. To6i di ngay toi quay ruou,
thém nhiing ly gin va tonic. Nguoi ta noi kiéu pha rugu manh
nay chi c6 dan 6ng mdi udng, vi no khong ngot va khong
thom. T61 khong dong y. Néu udng quen, s& thay muii gin ngot
rat ddm da, vi nd duoc lam tir nhirng trai berries du loai. Pha
thém tonic vao, s& thiy ngai ngai mui tobacco ciia thudc 14, rat
dé ghién. Con Rita thi chi thich uéng nhitng ly Cosmopolitans
canh diéu. Toi van thich chidu nang, nén mic ké du Cosmos
chang 1am ai say bao gio. Va lai hom nay nang mic cai 4o t-
shirt limg bung mau d6 sam, s& hop vai lat tao dio gan trén ly.

Kéu ruou xong, t61i méi nhin quanh. Quén nhay kin nguoi, den
hdéng 1am cho tit ca tr& nén ruc r&. Nhimg khudn mit trang
diém sic s&, nhitg bd y phuc designer mic tién, ho hang da
thit, nhimg than hinh duoc tap thé duc k¥ ludng cho ding
chiéu do. Nhimg nguoi mau yéu kiéu, nhimg tai tor duyén
dang, va tat ca nhimg nguoi con lai cling rat hao nhoang, rat
hop mdt. Sap trinh dién thoi trang nén trong quan khéi xa mu
mit. Mui khéi khong khét, nhung hop voi du cac loai mui dau
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thom, mui ruou néng ndc, mui hoi ngudi am 4m, lam cho
khong khi quan nghet vo cung. Nhac hip hop mo that 16n, dap
16ng nguc toi ron. Bét chot toi khong cam thiy dwoc nhip dap
cua con tim minh, khong nghe dugc dong suy nghi cua minh.

Nhitng 14p lanh 16ng 13y, thoat dau c6 vé nhu 16i cudn.

Nhitng 6n a0 néo nhiét, thoat dau nghe lao xao nhu tiéng cudi.
Thoat dau nhu moi nguoi rat vui, rat dep.

Thoat dau. ..

Sau nhiing luc thoat ddu do6 thi toi thdy anh. Anh dung dang
sau quan, dang sau dam dong. Tat ca bong tré thanh lo¢ loet,
gia tao, dang tir tr mo di. Khudn mat va voc dang anh hién
dan, nhu mot canh mo trong nhirng bo phim cua anh dao dién
dang tr& nén rd nét. Anh vay tay chao toi. Toi khong dap.
Nhung mat cham mat. T6i nhan ra anh. Anh vin phong suong
bo rau quai non. Anh van d6i mat sau tham suy tu, bo mi lang
cudn theo nhitng ndi budn. Anh ding tua vao tuong, nghiéng
nghiéng, dang anh trai ca mgt bong dém rong vé phia sau, bi
an quyén ril. Anh van nhu thé 1am toi nhé tai sao t6i yéu anh.
To61 yéu anh nghé si. Toi yéu anh lang tur. T61 yéu anh nhu yéu
phim cia Wong Kar Wai, lic nao ciing nhu huyén bi va diéu
voi nhu khéi chidu hoang hén, khong bit duoc bao gid. Toi
nghe bung thop lai, triing xudng, quin timg nét mong chd.

Toi nbc mot ngum rugu that 16n, nudt that le. Chat alcohol
chday rung ruc sudt c6 hong.

T6i giat minh md to mét, nhin anh khong chép.

ROi 1ap lai. Néc rugu. Nudt vao. Chay c6. M mat.

568



VAN HQC VIET NAM CAN VA HIEN DAI III

RO6i 1ap lai.
Ctr nhu thé dén lac hét ruou thi hinh anh anh thay doi.
T6i giat minh mo to mat.

Anh xanh xao hon, nhitng hinh bong trén khuén mat anh den
to1 hon, bo vai anh mon méi hon. Phai, t61 c6 y danh gia anh
cho qua thap, cho canh phim mo di lai.

Cho dén hong dem ddm dong tro lai.
Bay Tuan Lé& Trudc

Trua d6 troi rit nong. Giira mia thu ma gi6 Santa Ana vé, lam
thoi tiét kho khan kho chiu. May lanh nha hu, t61 mé quat may
that manh. Gié quat théi thong thdc qua nhitng gian phong tir
nha bép dén kho trit, ma khong xua di duoc cai nong. Hira chi
nhiém béo s& ndp bai, t6i co quay trén ghé, moc tay 1én ban
chir ma khong danh dugc gi. Bai luén chinh tri, dé tai: cudc
khung bo 9/11 lan nay, lién quan gi to1 nhiing cong dan co gbe
thiéu s6. T6i da so do nhiéu, hiéu rd tam tu, ban sac cia minh,
quan diém cua toi da duoc thanh lap rat 1o rang tur lau, dang 1€
phai tudn ra ém xudi. Vay ma dong suy nghi bi thoi tiét lam
ngop thd, trd thanh quai thai, ngo ngudy mai, khong sanh
thanh hinh. Hat hét goi thudc thir ba, hoi khoi da dong quanh
day phong, 1am toi ngay ngat. Toi mudn dién thoai cho anh.
Bay gio anh dang ¢ Guadalajara, dia diém quay bd phim tai
liéu vé van hoa dan toc da do Inca xua, chic rit ban ron.
Chinh phi M& Tay Co chi cho c6 hai muoi ngay dé quay. Ké
hoach phim d3 ban tinh tir 1au 1dm, khoé khan 1am méi xin phép
dugc quay. T61 tim ly do gi day. Thuong gidc mo cua anh, nh¢
nhitng hot md hoi lan dai trén tran anh nira dém dong mat ngu,
t6i do du, suy tinh. Troi cang vé chidu cang nuc, cang ham.
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Quai thai trd nén hung dir, tra tan ap buc, vung vay da dap,
ung rira hoi thoi. Khong chiu noi, téi kiém cd dai.

Hoi thude 14 1am nguoi t6i ndng ran: Mot 1y do.
N&i bdn chén sang tac 1am nguoi t6i rao ruc: Hai 1y do.

Can phong nho dan, cam giac tuyét cing 1am t6i ham mudn
nhu ké ghién thuoc phién: Ba 1y do.

Con ghién nhiing diéu c6 kha niang giét chét minh da trg thanh
thoi quen. No trod vé dot ngot. Toi trd thanh dia con gai mudi
bbn tudi cia nam xua. Khong c6 stuc chong d&. Ngay do toi
khong c6 vi khi thé xac. Ngay ndy t6i khong co vii khi tinh
than.

Tbi bét dién thoai. Goi anh.
Anh bit dién thoai. Anh biét toi goi.

"Vin oi, em viét khong ra." Thuong anh, nhung toi ich ky,
khong héi tham.

"Em viét khong ra vi em suy nghi khéng duoc," anh tra 161
ngan gon. Anh chua ting bao gio' can sy quan tam, cua t61 hay
bat ké ai khac. "Em suy nghi khéng dugc vi co thé em dang bi
tr6i budc," anh tiép theo sanh séi. Khong ai hiéu rd toi bang
anh.

"Em muodn anh," t6i dang ndp nhanh chong.

"Em khong muon anh, em can anh," anh qua quyét, chua bang
long véi thai @6 van xin cua toi.

"Vang vang, em can anh. Anh mudn gi cling dugc. Em cling

chiu." Téi bat dau kho chiu. Nhitng hinh anh nho nhép bit dau
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tran vé, xdm l4n vao tir nhitng ddu ngdn tay, ngén chan, nhiing
canh doi dém dap san sat dudi da, khong hoan toan Iét lut, ma
cing khong han cong khai. Toi lai nghe tleng phong me mé
clra, tiéng chan cha ghé rd dan. Toi nghe tleng khong gian
lodng ra, khi dém lat di, dé mot minh than thé t6i bat dau co
dong lai. Nhitng mach mau trong gan khong chay duoc, dic
quanh. La ph01 cang phong Buong tim truong phinh. Thé xéac
t61 dang hap hdi. Linh hon t6i chuan bj bay 1én cao.

"Em xin anh, dén véi em, ndi em nghe." T6i cudng cudng lo
so. Nhitng cai chét vi thianh nién oan udng khéng cham dut.
Am anh tir ngdy gip anh. Mui dan 6ng trén ngudi anh vira
quen vira la. Lan d?lu xbc¢ vao miii bat ngd lac anh dé hon, toi
nghe minh ng¢ ngan. Tudi tho nhu ké da di xa tro vé. Lam toi
14n 16n, réi rim, yéu anh, han anh.

Yéu anh. "Em y€u anh," thét t61 yéu anh kinh khing bay gio.
Thém hoi anh ndng nic pha vao miéng, tin cong, chiém doat;
thém nguoi anh nang de 1én t61, ngd ngua, dang ngang; them
tay anh bop chat cd, ngdt ngat, ton thuong. Chta o1, dung tha
td1 con, hay quén linh hon con, cho nod bay chon von, ngém
nhin thé x4c con duoc duc tinh ép chét.

"Vin oi, n6i 1oi 4y, néi ngay l1ap tirc cho em nghe, where is
he? Bring him back, bring him back now!" T61 hét that thanh,
tuyét vong.

"Daddy’s here, Daddy’s here for baby." Luc nao anh cling ctru
v6t ding lac. "Anh yéu Loan, anh yéu Loan ma, anh d& cb
Loan, hon mdi Loan, ludn tay trong toc, dui mat vao nguc. It’s
all right baby, daddy’s here."

Tiéng Daddy vira thoat ra khoi miéng anh, linh hon toi ciing
thoat han ra khoi nguoi. Buong roi tat cd, dau hang!
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T61 vuot ve bo hong, x6ng ngdn vao eo, leo tay 1én vu, ba tu
dau moi, troi nguoi trén tham, cam tudng ban bat, 1at minh
cang cung, tirng con run ray.

"Cu nhu vay, Loan gioi, Daddy thuong. You’re Daddy’s good
little girl. Anh yéu Loan, anh lam Loan sung suéng, thoa man.
Cir tiép tuc, dimg ngimg lai." Giong anh cang luc cang khuyén
khich, giuc gid, thic day. Tiéng anh trén ng nghe thd hon
hén, dut khac. Linh hon toi cang bay 1én cao, thé xéc t6i cang
¢ theo dudi. Ruogt nhau c6 khi nhe nhang, khi hung huc, khi
cham chap, khi rao riét.

Khi ching bét duoc nhau, nhu may gap gi6. Luét dinh vat ly
khién khéi thé v tan, nd tung. Mua d ao at, ran rya, ra trao.

"Daddy, I love you."

Little girls always love their Daddy!.
Cudc lam tinh trén dién thoai, da dién ra, nhu thé:

T61 quén mat minh lai mot 1an nira 1a nan nhan.
Mua He Nam Ngoai

Ngay hom 4 ay, troi dep 1am. Tét ca thoi tiét dung hoa trong cai
nang am diu cua cu6i he va lan gio nhe mat thoi vé tir bién. Tir
ctra sO can ho penthouse cao nhit trong cin chung cu nim
muoi ting cla anh, troi dat vé canh vat ngay hom d6 hoan
hao.

Trong can phong do6 cling 1a mt cap tinh nhan véi tinh yéu
hoan hao. Téi va anh. Sy hoan hao dén tir tinh yéu vo cung
clia toi. Trong vong ba nim clia cudc tinh vét va nay, tinh yéu
ctia t6i danh cho anh ngay hém 4y trong sang va bao la hon tat
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ca nhitng lac khac. T6i yéu anh nhu 1an ddu biét yéu, véi bao
nhiéu ngay tho mdng udc va kién nhan hy vong.

Cho t6i bay gio, to1 van nhé rét rd rang canh tuong can phong
cua anh. Chlec giuong 16n cua anh nam bén canh ctra so, ké
hoi thap, gd son mau tring, ra giuong tring, 40 gdi trang, mén
bong trang Anh sang cung mau trang tir ngoai cua tran vao.
Mau trang 12 mot mau manh khoée. Lic dau khd no c6 vé bénh
hoan, nhgt nhat nhu mau 4o choang bac si ¢ nha thuong. Luc
hanh phtc no¢ lai 1a ctru canh, trong sang nhu mau nhirng cum
may tréi bénh bong trong thién dang tuong tuong. Trong
truong hop nay, budi sang muia hé nim ngoai, nd 14 ctru canh.

Ca ngay cudi tuan khong lam gi ngoai viéc nam bén canh
nhau, du moi tu thé, quay ngang quay doc, gac chén nbi tay.
Chi c6 khong khi, suy nghi, tiéng néi va hoi thd clia nhau, toi
va Van chinh 1a cap tinh nhan ly tuong. That ra, trong cong
ddng va nhom ngudi quen biét, chiing t6i cling di duoc xem 1a
mot cdp tinh nhan dep déi, nhitng bd phim tai liéu mang day
hién thuc dau thuong ctia anh va nhitng nghién ctru c6 gia tri
d6i méi cua t6i sanh bén nhau, day trién vong. Chi c6 diéu toi
c6 tanh da nghi, khong bao gio tin tuong cai nhin cua ngudi
khac. T61 chi tin nhiing dleu t6i thay, nghe, ngiri, ném va rd
(juqc. Chang han nhu la niém hanh phuc to 16n ém dém hom

ay.
T6i biét nguyén nhéan ciia niém hanh phuc do.

Pém truéc hom ay toi nhan duoc tin cha ghé t61 da qua doi,
bénh ung thu gan dén thoi ky cudi. Me t6i gul mot tam fax
viét nghéch ngoac, nét chir rung rung. Toi biét ba ta da timg
yéu han mot thoi. Chi c6 tinh yéu méi giai thich duge sy mu
quang ¢d tinh trong bao nhiéu nam, bao nhiéu tri¢u bubi t6i
han roi givong ba dé 1an mo qua phong ti. Toi v6i ba khong

573



HUYNH AI TONG

lién lac nhau dd muoi miy nam. Toi thwong nhé me, nhung
khong tha thir cho ba.

Poc xong tAm fax, toi ling ngudi. Nhitng han thu dai ding cua
ca mot quing doi tho tré vira theo ngudi chét bét dau tan bién
di, thi nhitng day dat dau kho tran vé. To6i guc xudng, v& ra
khoc da. Chuyén nghanh tam Iy hoc, ma t6i chiang hiéu tai sao
minh lai khoc. Vui mung ciing khong phai, ma tiéc thuong lai
cang sai. Anh chay t61 6m choang toi vao long. Toi nga tat ca
than minh vao nguoi anh, vii dau vao ngyc anh, chay mem ra,
hén anh ma khoc rung rung. Toi khoc nhu con nit, nac lén
tung tleng ting hoi. Nhitng oan trach cudc doi thoat ra theo
timg tiéng khoc, theo timg giot nuwdc mat, theo timg nhip rung
cua ngudi. Vira khoc toi vira wdc gia gi con nit nao cling dugc
cung chiéu, cling muén gi thi cling dugc day.

Khoc cho dén khi mét 1a nguoi. Anh d& t6i vao phong tim,
khoan thai céi timg miéng 40 quan trén nguoi t6i, gd tir tir
tung nut 4o, keo nhe nhang tung phet ma tuya. T61 ldng yén
cho anh lam, dau 6c trong rong. Sau mot tieng dong ho boi
trong mot day loai cam xuc du vui budn yéu han, tim hon va
thé xac t6i ra roi. Coi dd xong, anh bong toi vao bon, xa nudc.
Tiéng nude chay roc rach ém theo hoi thd cta hai ngudi. Anh
khong pha xa phong, t6i chi ngiri thdy mui chlorine hoi nuédc
néng, boc 1én theo mui md hoéi va nude mét. Nudc day bon,
anh au yém ky nguoi toi, gdi dau cho t6i, hon khip than thé
t6i. BO moi pha hoi nude cua anh di dén dau, vét thuong au
tho ctia toi lanh dén ddy, dau moi anh tay xoa di ddu tay nho
ban cua cha ghé. Anh cét tiéng an i, néi anh yéu t6i vo cling
va s€ bao vé toi suét doi, s€ khong cho ai xdm pham t61 nira
bao gio. Anh noi tat ca dau kho di qua di, s& khong quay tré
lai dé 4m anh t6i nita. Anh chiam soc cho t6i voi tat ca yéu
thuong cta bac phu tir va quan phu. Toi say swa dé yéu thuong
dat dao tran vao qua ting 15 chan 16ng dang dugc mo rong
theo nhi¢t d9, theo mau trong mach chdy vao tim. Qua tim run
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run truée hanh phiic bt ngd, tu nguyén dap lai thuong yéu
khong mot phat do dy. Ching t6i tdm v6i nhau hét long, vudt
ve nhau trong nudc nong nan, yéu nhau dén kiét strc. Yéu
nhau dén luc tit ca moi té bao clia ca hai tan chay ra va boc
hoi theo nudc vao khong khi. Khi hoi chiung t6i va hoi nudc
dong lai thi ching toi thiép di trong bon tdm, mét nhoai, trin
trudng, thoa man.

Cudc doi cua tdi chua timg bao gio duge nudng chiéu. Niém
hanh phtic bao la ma ngan ngui. N6 chi song duoc mot ngay.

Cho dén t6i hom sau, lic Rita t6i tham chung toi.

Ching to61 van thuong c6 nhitng cudc hen nhu thé, hen cho
nhitng cudc 1am tinh tay ba. Cudc lam tinh nay da dugc hen
trudc ca thang, va vi toi va anh say sua vdi nhau trong sung
sudng ca ngdy cho nén quén goi cho Rita dé bo hen. Chuyén
khong bo hen 1a mét sai 1am 16n lao.

Chung t6i khong 1am tinh nhiéu 1am. Chi mot hai 1an trong ca
bubi. Nhung ca ba ro rim nhau sudt. Anh vudt ve va man mé
t6i nhidu lan. Anh thich 1am t6i théa man bang tay. Hai ban
tay anh khong rong, nhirg ngon tay thon tha va diu dang nhu
tiéu tho & cai nhin dau tién. Nhung cling do1 tay mém mai 4y
lai tr& thanh hing cudng va quyén thé khi dit giira hang toi, ra
lénh cho co thé t6i cong ubn tiy thich. Déi tay anh dit vao
gitta hang t61 vira khit, hoan hao. Mot ngon tay ludt qua la
mang dén mét mon trén an can ROi mon trén an can mang
dén bau vudt say sua. Biu vudt say sua mang dén ngo nguay
nghich ngom. Ng6 ngudy nghich ngom ra dau hiéu cho toi
ludn nguoi dit dau 1én vai anh, mot tay bau mong vao lung,
mot tay nim kéo vao ra giuong. Anh khong bao gio hon toi
trong nhiing luc 4y, cling khong bao gio cho t6i thoa man mot
cach dé dang. Bao gio anh ciing dua cot, khiéu khich, von von
nim ngoén & bung dudi va dui non cho dén lic t6i van xin kiét

575



HUYNH AI TONG

que. DPén luc toi 1ap di 1ap lai 1 t61 yéu anh, t6i 14 cua anh, t6i
thudc vé anh vinh vién. Lo néi thot ra 13 chia khéa mé khoai
lac, ban tay uy quyén hoat dong diéu luyén, tim toi dam sau
qua bao 16p da thit himg hyc 4m wot. Khi bau v t6i ruén 1én
them thuong trong liic gan tuyét cam, anh luén luén cdm ham
rang sit vao mé toi. Anh cén t6i voi tt ca say ddm yéu thuong
va thu ghét. Anh noi anh thich nhin guong mat t6i nhan nho
ntra dau don nira sung sudng, con toi thi thich duoc anh cén
t6i in ddu rang nhu vay.

Anh ciing vuét ve va man mé Rita nhiéu lan nhu vay. Ca nira
nam roi 1am tinh tay ba, chuyén anh vudt ve c6 ta khong bao
gid 1am toi budn, nguoc lai nd con kich thich toi va 1am toi
ham muén nita.

Nhung 14n nay thi khac.

Lan nay toi da biét yéu anh. Lan nay t6i di coi anh nhu thudc
vé ctia t6i. Lan ndy t6i chi mudn 1a ctia anh va anh 13 cua toi.
Lan nay tdm hon t6i di dugc biét tu do thong tha dé co ngudi
yéu duy nhéat mot cach tron ven va lanh manh.

Quan sat anh thda man Rita khién toi tr¢ nén 1am 1i, dam ra
thu ghét cd hai. Bao nhiéu tinh cdm yéu thuong anh va say mé
nang trudc do tré thanh han thu. Nét mat nhan nho sung sudng
clia ¢b ta, cir chi tir ton an can cua anh, chi 1am cho toi ghét
gian chung né thém. Chi trong vong vai gio ma tam tanh to1
tré nén doc 4c, cay nghiét. Téi muu toan giét Rita, tu tinh toan
trong dau nhtng hanh dong hung bao. Toi tudng tugng ting
chi tiét glet nguoi mot cach lanh lung, xa cach. T6i binh tinh
nhan thay ké hoach thu tiéu ciia minh chu do, oan thu lam t6i
trd nén thong minh mot cach khac thuong.

T6i khong thiy minh ghé sg, chi biét néu Rita chét di thi anh
voi to61 s€ mudn doi 1a cua nhau. Nhitng canh sinh hoat doi
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song binh thuong ma toi thuong coi trong phim truyén trong
rap hat s¢ tr¢ thanh sy that, cht khong phai nhu nhiing bd
phim tai liéu tan thuong ciia anh. Chung t6i s& 1dy nhau, lam
dam cudi ¢6 hai ho va trdu cau hin hoi; s& sanh con cai that
dep, mét sau gidng anh va moi mong gidng t6i; nhimng dira con
s& tung tang vui dua va dugc nudng chiéu ludn ludn, vi con nit
nén mudn gi dugc dy.

"Con nit muon gi duoc day!"

"C6 khong phai con nit, va con nit khong phai lic nao cling
mudn gi thi duoc day."

Do 1a 161 nhiing nguoi canh sat nodi véi té1 khi ho cong tay toi
bang xich st va giam cim toi vao bénh vién tm than. Bac si
ndi toi bi bénh tAm than hoang tudng, paranoid schizophrenia,
cho nén tham phan méi khong phan toi bi xir giam ti du toi
pham 4n giét nguoi, tuy Rita dugc cap ctru kip thoi nén khong
bi ngo doc. Toi kéu gao, la hét, hinh nhu ca thé gidi dang phan
boi toi, khong mubn t61 dugc hanh phuc binh thuong. Nhimg
nguoi bao v¢ deé toi xuong giuong sit, toi giang co véi tat ca
ching n6, ddm da hét stirc. Khong hiéu tai sao trong luc 4y toi
khée kinh khuing, cd nam nguodi bao v¢ dan O6ng ma cling
khong khdng ché ndi, cho téi khi ho chich thube an than cho
toi.

Sau d6 13 nhitng chudi ngdy chi toan mau tring. Mau tring
nhgt nhat cua nhiing dén néon trong hanh lang va mau trang
bénh hoan cua 4o choang bac si. Cling 12 m0t mau trang manh
khoe.

Trong nhitng 1an tri liéu bang cach chich insulin va therapy,
ho m&i noéi nha lam phim H6 An Vin di qua doi trong mot
cudc khung bd & M& Tay Co ba nim trude. Ho dua t bao c6
ding cao pho va phong su vé cai chét ciia anh cho t6i coi. To6i
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nhan ra minh trong hinh, 4o khoac den, n6n vanh den, kiéng
mat den, rd rang 1a trang phuc tang 1&. Vaiy ma guong mit lanh
lung nhu khong phai dang du dam tang cta anh. Tap trung suy
nghi 15m thi t6i méi nhd ra su hién dién cia minh trong cai
dam tang Ay, nhung moi chi tiét déu lu mo, nhu 13 t6i 12 mot
cip mit quan sat tir bén ngoai chtr khong phai dang 1a mot
nhan vét dang tham duy. Cai chét cua anh 1a hién thuc, va tat ca
su viéc trong vong ba nam qua chi 1a tri twong tuong cua toi.

Chi co Rita la con song Nang da tha thir cho t61, va van yéu
t6i. Nang van rat dep, van rat quyén rii. Trong thoi gian t6i &
vién tam than, nang di t6i thim toi thudng xuyén. Va chinh
nang da don to6i vé nha minh & sau khi t6i xuat vién. Toi biét
on nang, va biét minh nén héi han chuyén muu sat ngd doc
nang, nhung van chua 1am duoc. Toi ciing khong cam thay
duge ndi dau mét anh, vi thinh thoang to1 van gdp anh. Anh
van di ding noi cudi. Toi van thiy duge dang vé nghé si cua
anh, ngiri dugc hoi thé ndng cua anh, nghe duoc tiéng anh néi
an can, ném dugc moi anh khi hon nhau, va r& duoc ham quai
non ram ram.

Va ¢6 thé 13 anh s& khong bao gid bién mét di.
Nhung t6i s& khong dbi thoai va cu xir véi anh nita.
Sau hom nay.

Bay Gio

Thu vién Véng 1am, va toi cling c6 don that nhiéu.

Cubn sach lich sir Dong Nam A toi dang doc hién dong chir
nhu sau:
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"Co nhitng tén, nhu "hoa hong", cong nhan nhing gi ¢6 that.
Nhitng tén khéc, nhu "con ky lan", tao nén nhirng gi khong c6
that. Con ¢ gitra 1a nhitng tén cung mdt lic vira miéu ta vira
sang tac su that. "Pong Nam A" 1a mot trong nhitng tén nay."
(Donald K. Emmerson)

Va tén anh cling vay./.
(California)
Truyén ké chudt va xe dién

O tram dudng xe dién ngdm s chin, goc dudng 7th Ave. va
28th St. tai thanh phd Nitu Udc, ¢6 hai con chudt 1am ban than
v6i nhau da lau. Ching nd khong c6 tén, chi biét kéu nhau
bang “con chudt thich xe dién” va “con chudt ghét xe dién”.
“Con chudt thich xe dién” 16n hon “con chudt ghét xe dién”
mot ntra ndm tudi. Va ching no6 da lam ban dugc mot nam.

Mot ngay kia, “con chudt ghét xe dién” ké véi “con chudt thich
xe dién” mot ké hoach né dang muu tinh dé nhiing xe dién
khong chay nita. Ké hoach nay n6 chua ting bao gio ké véi ai.
“Con chudt ghét xe dién” tin tuong ban nd s& ling nghe va thiu
hiéu. Lam ban véi nhau bay lau, ban n6 rét ton trong y kién cua
no, tuy khong phai luc nao ching n6 ciing dong ¥ v6i nhau.
“Con chuét ghet xe dién” bao rang n6 da chan ngay luc nao
dang di tim d0 an ciing phai lo ling chay tron khi xe dén. Néu
nhu xe khong dén thi n6 ludn ludn co thé an sung sudng va
thanh than. Néu nhu xe khong dén thi do an s& khong bi xe
chay 1am cho rai rac lung tung. Néu nhu xe khong dén thi biét
dau do s& c6 mot ngdy s& co nhiéu con chudt toi tram dudng
nay & va chung nd s& c6 nhiéu ngudi ban méi.

“Con chudt thich xe dién” léng nghe mdgt cach chan thanh. N6
rat quy mén ban nd. Ching n6 da trai qua rat nhi€u gian truan
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v6i nhau. Co6 mot 1an, “con chudt thlch xe dién” bi ket duoi
du6i dudng ray va xe dang chay t6i rat gan. Ban n6 di liéu
mang chinh ban thdn minh dé t6i giup n6. Vi vay ma bay gid
n6 rat bdi rdi, khong biét c6 nén néi cho ban né nghe nhiing gi
no biét hay khong. N6 suy nghi mot thoi gian rat 1au, va cudi
cung thi nd quyét dinh no6i. Du sao né ciing gia hon ban né mot
phan tu cudc doi. Co thé tudi tac ddi khi khong quan trong,
nhung kién thue thi luc nao ciing can thiét.

Va nhu vady, mdt cach rat don gian, “con chuét thich xe dién”
tang hang va chdm chap ndi, “Néu xe khong dén nira, loai
ngudi ciing s& khong dén nita. Khi loai ngudi khong dén nita,
s& khong bao gid ¢6 dd an. Khi khong co do an, ching nd sé&
dan dan chét doi, noi chi 1a c6 thém nhiéu ban chudt mai hay
khong.”

Pé Lé Anhdao/.
(11.11.2006)

Of Mice and Subways
(translated by the author from Truyén ké Chuot va Xe Dién)

At the subway stop of train #9, at the corner of 7th Avenue and
28th Street, in New York City; there lived two mice who were
the closest of friends. They did not have names and only called
each other by “the mouse who hated subways” and “the mouse
who liked subways”. “The mouse who liked subways” was half
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year older than “the mouse that hated subways” and they had
been friends for a year.

One day, “the mouse who hated subways” wanted to tell “the
mouse who liked subways” a plan that she had been plotting to
stop the trains from running. She had never told this plan to
anyone. “The mouse who hated subways” believed that her
friend will listen and understand. Throughout their friendship,
her friend has always respected her opinion; even though at
times they had to agree to disagree. “The mouse who hated
subways” said that she was sick and tired of having to worry
about hiding from the trains while she looked for food and ate.
If the trains didn’t come anymore, she would be able to eat in
peace and happiness. If the trains didn’t come anymore, the
food would not be so difficult to find because they wouldn’t be
scattered everywhere by the trains. If the trains didn’t come
anymore, maybe one day other mice will come live at this train
stop and they would have more friends.

“The mouse that liked subways” listened to her friend intently
and genuinely. She was very fond of her friend. They had been
through a lot of trials and tribulations together. One time, “the
mouse that liked subways” got her tail stuck under the rail
while a train was coming. “The mouse that hated subways”
risked her life to rescue “the mouse that liked subways”. That
was why “the mouse that liked subways” was so confused at
this moment, trying to decide whether to tell her friend what
she knew. She thought for a long while, and decided to express
her knowledge after all. All things considered, she was more
than one-quartered of a lifetime older than her friend. Maybe
age is only important sometimes, but knowledge is always
necessary.

And just like that, simply, “the mouse who liked subways”
cleared her throat and slowly said, “If the trains no longer
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came, humans would also no longer come. If humans no longer
came, than the mice would never have food. If they no longer
had any food, they would starve to death, less alone have any
friends.”

Trich tho:
Forbidden request

When I was a little girl,

I always wanted to grow up to be

In love.

Watching the banana leaves from my parents’ balcony:
1 never wanted to grow up to be

Unsatisfied sexually,

My lover speaks

Of the Middle East and treasured art,

Yes and no, he said,

The feud between those countries will be the last

Of New York, Los Angeles,; and in these, paying millions
for a Picasso isn’t smart.

My lover speaks

Of wisdom and ambition,

And 1 listen,

Focus on the smoke of his breath and its condensation.

A wise poet once said,

Women trade sex for touch.

But I don’t demand much,

And I want to say

For him, this woman will trade sex for just sex.

He is complex,

Layers of depth of personality

And he loves

The inner workings of my mind when I discuss love
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Intellectually.

Though I just want to moan simply,

To get pushed against the wall and squirm the lower curve
of my back like he makes me.

Is it possible

For him to see that my sexuality isn’t infinitesimal?

Is is possible

1 don’t want to be just intelligently compatible.

When I was a little girl

I always wanted to grow up to be

In love.

Watching the banana leaves from my parents’ balcony:
1 never wanted to grow up to be

Unsatisfied sexually,

Watching the banana leaves from my own balcony,
After midnight when I leave my bed

And my lover under my sheets, sound asleep, heart beating
rhythmically, and hopefully

red.

Even if his heart is not red, I need something to be red,
For passion is red, desire is red,

Not complex, not wed,

Just red.

But not yet,

Or maybe not at all,

As I sit here watching the banana leaves and trying not to
let my temperature rise and fall.

My breasts feel forlorn.

When I was a little girl,
And wanting to fall in love.
1 didn’t know of physical frustrations,
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Sex therapists, Coolidge effect’s deception
Broken marriages due to lack of sexual communication.

I am no longer a little girl.
So please don’t treat me like one!

(09/09/2002)

Loi Thinh Cau Cim Ky,
(Pang Tho Tho chuyén ngtr)

Nguoi yéu toi noi

vé Trung Pong va nghé thudt tran quy

Co va khong, anh bao,

Mbi hdn ciru gifka cdc quéc gia sé la tdn ciing

ctia Nitu Uéc, Thanh Pho Thién Than; ¢ d6 tra bac triéu
cho tranh Picasso la dai

Nguoi yéu toi noi

vé sw thong thdi va tham vong,

va toi nghe,

chii tam dén lan khéi trong hoi anh thé ngung dong.

Mot nha tho thong thai tirng noi,

Pan ba doi tinh duc ldy ro ram mon trén

T6i khéng doi hoi nhiéu

Va t6i muon néi

Cho anh, nguoi dan ba nay chi doi tinh duc ldy tinh duc
thoi.

Anh thi phirc tap

Tang I6p nhdn cdch sdu xa

Va anh yéu

Cach dau éc t6i van hanh khi ludgn ban tinh yéu

Kiéu tri thirc.

Mdc du don gian t6i chi muon rén

Chi muén dwoc ddy sat twong va quan quai liung eo nhu
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anh bit thé.

C6 thé nao

Anh thdy duc tinh t6i chang phdi vi mé
C6 thé nao

T6i khéng muon chi twong thich vé tri tué.

Khi con la co bé

Téi hang muén I6n lén

dé yéu.

Nhin ld chuéi tir bao lon nha cha me:
T6i khéng mudn phai lom lén

tinh duc khong thoa nguyén.

Nhin ld chuéi tir bao lon phong minh
Khi ra khoi givong luc qud nira dém

Nguoi yéu da ngii say dwdi khan trai, nhip tim déu, va hy
vong do

Ngay ca khi tim anh khéng do, t6i van can mét cdi gi mau
do

Vi dam mé dé, ham muén do,

khong phirc tap, khong cuoi hoi

Chi do.

Nhung chiea han.

Hay chang hé,

Khi téi ngoi nhin lé chudi va rdng giit cho nhiét dé khoi
troi sut

Nguee t6i thay 1é loi.

Khi con la co bé,

va khao khat yéu dwong.

T6i chwea biét gi vé xdc thit bat théa

Chuyén vién tri liéu tinh duc, tic déng Coolidge day lira
doi.

Hén nhdn gdy do vi thiéu tinh duc cam théng.
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Toi khong con la co6 bé nira.
Dung doi xuwe voi toi nhu vay!

Nira dém ké chuyén Tay va Jen & Los Angeles

Anh nhé tip cé tiép vién qudn nwée mdc jeans,
Nang la ban toi.

Tuy nang cwoi vang don

Anh khong nhiét tam

Jen chang nhiét méi.

Thién hg nang lan mi

chi tay noi tham thi,

khi ta néi nir quyén.

Anh bao, dan ba: ning

nhuw ndng trung, hung

nhu hung hoa.

Toi bao, ai xem ta

nhu do vat, la ke cfy mu loa.
Anh c6 biét,

Nang voi toi, dia nguc tung qua.

Nhé lan,

Tay mua hai hop kem Thrifty,

Minh tan b ma xe hoi bam kem dé... "mi”
C6 phdi vdy t6i ngdin?

Hay la toc Tay dai?

Hay chi la cdc nam tai xé da tir ldu

van miét mdi

nhitng théi quen xdu?

bi bo vé, an xong kem,

minh hoc self-defense.

Thién ha nang lan mi,
chi tay noi tham thi,
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ho goi,

nhitng dira con gdi khéng biét diu dang,
la thuoc 6 moi,

thi vay thoi,

toi xin nhan loi khen,

tuy do khong phai toi.

Truyén thong nao lai day,

chi thiéu mét ca tanh

la thiéu nit ban nang.

Nhé lian hé dweong tré,

ngay mdt troi dwong cao,

0 can nha penthouse

gitta trung tam thanh pho,
16i girong tat chang niwong
thang tai tir

néi tieng ma nhat hén
cwong ap vao nguc Jen,

Ai ¢6 hiéu,

16i tdt cd thanh pho,

trd tdt ca no thit dm ik nguee chiing ta.

Thién ha nang lan mi

chi tay néi tham thi

xiea nang Ho Xudn Hwong
khi hwong dwong thwong noi
nay la loi duc tinh,

da bdt thoi binh minh.
Khong ai tin,

ho kéu nang phdn thiép,

tinh mong théi ching hiép.
Gio ta tin,

Huong giai phong nhan sinh,
cho nguoi say di tinh.
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Nhé lan Tay doc tho,

trinh dién that loi minh

ké rang nhitng hiép dam:
la ca tri va than.

Giong nang tram ma dam:
T khi nao

loi “anh an hiép em”

tré thanh “hdn hiép t6i”!

Bao lan ta doc tho,

trinh dién thdt 161 minh

ké hién twong dan ba,

khong chi Hai Ba Trung

khéng chi tir me Au.

Chiing téi van muon song, va con cang muon yéu
nhiwng ldu ldu van phdi

ldp di ldp lai

Quyén Luc Am Co.

(13.01.2007)

Db Lé Anh Pao 1a nha van, 1am tho viét van ca tiéng Viét 1an
tiéng Anh, nhu nha van Tran Vi gidi thi¢u:

« Anh Dao trinh bay truyén Nhw Tam Than Hoang Tuwéng theo
cau triic mot bai tho, day la truyén tinh tay ba, dong tinh,
luwong tinh, kha phong tung. Van cua Anh Pao dep va quyén
ri. »

Tai liéu tham khao:

-P6 Lé Anh bao Web: all-about-magicians.com
- Nhw tdm than hoang tuwong Web: 4phuong.net
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25. Minh Huy Tran

Minh Huy Tran - Tran Minh Huy (1979-20 )

Nha vin nit Minh Huy Tran tén Viét 1a Tran Minh Huy, sinh
ngay 16 thang 3 nam 1979 tai Clamart, phia Tay Nam ngoai 6
Paris, Phap, cha me ¢6 cung la nguoi Viét Nam.

Sau khi theo hoc du bi & Trung hoc Henri IV, Tran Minh Huy
dat Cao hoc van chuong tai Sciences-Po Paris, ngay sau do, co
duoc moi gitt chuc Pho Bién Tép cho tap chi van chuong
Magazine Littéraire dac trach vé van, triét, su.

Pong thoi phu trach chuyén muc vin hoa “Des mots de minuit”
trén kénh truyén hinh France 2 cung chuyén muc van hoc
“Jeux d’épreuves” trén kénh truyén hinh France Culture.

Niam 2007, Tran Minh Huy cho ra doi tac phdm tiéu thuyét dau
tay La Princesse et le Pécheur (Cong chlia va nguoi danh ca),
quyén nay nim 2008, doat giai Gironde Nouvelles Ecriture (tén
trude nam 1999 1a Prix littéraire Gironde).
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C‘f) 1ap gia dinh véi Alexandre Sumpf, chu nhi€ém cac héi nghi
vé su hoc tai Pai hoc Strasbourg.

Nam 2008, Tran Minh Huy cho in tiép tac pham Le Lac né en
une nuit et autres légendes du Vietnam. (Pam Nhat Da va céc
truyen thuyét khac cua Viét Nam).

Nam 2009, Tran Minh Huy cho xuit ban tiéu thuyét tht hai La
double vie d’Anna Song (Cudc doi song doéi cua Anna Song).

Quyén tiéu thuyét nay doat cac giai thuong :

- Prix Pelléas.

- Prix des lecteurs" (Salon Livres et Musiques de
Deauville).

- Prix Drouot 2010.

Cung ndm nay, c6 dugc moi vao hoi dong chdm giai Gironde
cua Phap ndm 2009, gobm c6 13 nguoi. Pay la giai danh cho
nhiing tai nang tré, dugc thanh 1ap tir nam 1990.

Nim 2011, Tran Minh Huy roi khoi nganh béo chi, dé cham lo
co s¢ Flammarion cua co.

Tac pham:

- La Princesse et le Pécheur (tiéu thuyét, Arles , 2007)

- Le lac né en une nuit : Et autres légendes du Viétnam (cb
tich, Babel, 2008)

- La Double vie d'Anna Song (tiéu thuyét, Actes Sud)

Trich van :

La princesse et le pécheur
(trich)
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« “J’observe mes parents et je me rends compte, ai-je écrit a
mon ami, qu’ils ne sont ni Vietnamiens, ni Francais. Ils ont
grandi ici mais a présent qu’ils sont revenus, rien n’est plus
pareil. On parle de double culture, de racines transplantées
dans un autre sol, d’héritage a conserver tout en s’intégrant,
mais on oublie qu’en réalité, les étres nés ici et vivant la ne
sont de nulle part. Leur identité oscille entre deux pdles qui
tantot cohabitent, tantot s’affrontent, plaques tectoniques qui se
heurtent et créent séismes, montagnes et ravins, une
recomposition du décor que [’on aurait crue impossible
quelques instants plus tot ; alors on avance sur cette terre
nouvelle sans trop savoir ou 1’on va, espérant toujours qu’a la
fin, on trouvera une voie qui nous révélera notre place ici-

2

bas...” »

La Double vie d'Anna Song
(trich)

« Le souvenir : ce qui reste & ceux qui ont le temps, qui ont le
choix. Anna et moi avions chacun nos morts, et cela ne nous
empéchait nullement de vivre dans le souvenir - le fantasme -
de ce qui avait été. A cet égard, nous nous ressemblions, tous
deux calmes, réservés, et nostalgiques. Mais j’étais un enfant
éteint, €tourdi par la disparition de ceux dont j’avais imaginé
qu’ils seraient toujours la, veillant sur ma petite personne qu’il
neige ou qu’il vente, que la terre tremble ou que le ciel brile.
Anna, au contraire, était forte. Son allure fragile dissimulait
une volonté plus dure a briser qu’une lame d’acier. En elle
brillait le désir d’accomplir de grandes, de belles choses. Une
flamme I’illuminait des qu’elle s’adonnait a la musique ou me
parlait de ’empire fugitif sur lequel avait régné son grand-pére
et que sa mere avait espéré ressusciter. Elle était portée par une
énergie que j’avais perdue, a moins que je ne l’aie jamais
eue. »
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Nha bao Ngoc Bi trong bai Nhitng nit nha van goc Viét téa
sdang thé gi¢i, d viét vé nha van Tran Minh Huy nhu sau:

“Nit nha van Tran Minh Huy ciing dwoc trao giai van hoc
Gironde cua Phap danh cho nhitng cay but moi nam 2008 voi
cuén Nang cong chiia va chang chéo thuyén. Tac pham diege
danh gia dat toi "suw tinh e trong viéc hoa quyén thuc tai vao
twong tiwong, sw nhay cdm nam trong van phong buén man
mdc", long ghép chuyén cé tich vé My Nwong va chang Tricong
Chi cung chuyén tinh co thdt gitta tac gia voi mot chang trai
nguoi Viét cach day 14 nam. “

Tai liéu tham khéo :

- Minh Huy Tran Web : fr.wikipedia.org
- La princesse et le pécheur Web : lefigaro.fr

MBI R R TR E LAC NE EN UNE NUIT
: ETAUTRES LEGENDES DUVIETNAM |88

CONTES CHORS, FRISINTES [T RACONTES PAR MINH TRAN HUY

wrincesse §

E:f‘rln-m‘

PRIX GIRONDE
NOUVELLES ECRITURES
2008 . dl

LA DOUBLE VIE
. D'ANNA SONG
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26. Jenny Mai Nuyen

Jenny-Mai Nuyen — Jenny-Mai Nguyén (1988-20 )

Jenny-Mai Nuyen tén that 12 Jenny-Mai Nguyén, sinh ngay 14
thang 3 nam 1988 tai Miinchen 1a nha van nguoi Dic. Co da
lay nghé danh 1a Nuyen, theo 15i khuyén ciia nha xuét ban sach
clia ¢d dé cho viéc phat 4m tén cuia cd bang tiéng Purc duoc dé
dang hon. Than phu cta c6 1a ngudi Viét, thain mau 1a nguoi
Duc.

Ning khiéu van chuong boc 16 rat sém tir khi con 1a mot co bé
5 tudi, Jenny Mai Nguyén di dén voi thé gidi van hoc
“fantasy” ¢ dién cua Chau Au mot cach tu nhién va than thudc
qua nhitng mau chuyén tudng tugng do cd sang tac.

Pén nam 10 tudi, niém dam mé viét van cang dang cao véi
nhimg y tudng bét sang trong dau vé mot thé gidi huyén 4o tap
hop diy du cach nhan vat ky bi da giip Jenny Mai Nguyen co
dugc nhiéu dir kién thai nghén sudt ba nam dé bién thanh
ngudn cam himg thac day co6 khoi dau su nghiép van chuong
vao nam 13 tudi.
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Vao mot budi téi yén tinh cudi thang 10 nim 2001, véi bau
khong khi im ling chung quanh, c6 bé Jenny cam thiy c6 doc
trén chiéc giuong ngu trong phong. Bdng nhién, mot thoang y
nghi l6e sang trong dau: “Tai sao minh khong viét mot quyén
truyén?”, da khién co di dén quyet dinh thyc hién tac pham, véi
niém hanh phtuc mo tuéng dén ngay nao d6 quyén sach cua
minh s& dugc phat hanh va cd trd thanh nha vian, tén tudi.

Mat khoang 6 thang dé hoan tit bo truyén “Nijura- Di San Cua
Vuong Mién Xt EIf”, Sau khi hoan tat tac phém, Jenny-Mai
giri ban thao dén nhiu nha xuét ban, ¢6 nhan dwoc hdi 4m
nhung déu 1a sy tir chéi rat “dé hiéu”, vi dbi vai mot cay but
moi khong cé sy gidi thi€u cua mot nha van hodc hoi doan van
hoc nao, lam sao bao dam dugc mirc doanh thu khi phat hanh.

Tuy nhién, Jenny Mai Nguyén van tiép tuc di vao thé gi6i
tuong tuong ciia minh véi quyén truyén tht hai sang tac vao
nim 14 tudi nhung 1an nay c6 khong dam giri dén cac nha xuat
ban vi lo s¢ ky vong cang nhiéu thi that vong cang 16n. Mot
nam sau, do ngudén cam hing ciing tiép tuc dang trao nén cb
hoan thanh tac pham thir ba.

Du chi méi 15 tudi nhung véi ba tac pham trong tay, Jenny
Mai Nguyén cam thdy tu tin, ¢o lién lac dén cac van phong
gidi thicu dé tranh gap that bai nhu lan trudc. Qua d6, mot van
phong da khuyén c6 nén viét lai cac doan van va diéu chinh
nhitng phan bd cuc s0 ho khién ¢ phai t6n thém gan mot nim
ntra méi cd thé hoan tt tron ven ba quyén truyén.

Cubi cung, nha xuat ban CBJ & Munchen (nha xuét ban sach
cho thanh thiéu nhi thudc tap toan Ramdom House), da dong y
ky hop dong xuat ban, nam d6 Jenny Mai Nguyen dugc 16
tudi. Do yéu cau cua CBJ ¢6 van phai tiép tuc viét lai, viét
xong giao cho ban bién tap hiéu dinh, nén phai gan hai nim sau
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quyén Nijura — Das Erbe der Elfenkrone (Nijura- Di San Cua
Vuong Mién Xt Elf) méi dugc phat hanh vao nam 2007.

DPong thoi, theo ¥ kién cua CBJ, c¢6 d6i bat hiéu thanh Jenny
Mai Nuyen d¢ tién lgi cho vi¢c phat am cuia nguoi Puec.

Cudn sach dau tién xuat ban, lac d6 J enny-Mai Nguyén dang ¢
Florence (Italy) va da dd hai hoc ky dau ¢ trudng Dién Anh
Jenny-Mai Nguyén 1a mot trong 200 thi sinh tring tuyén tir
3000 nguoi du thi. Nhitng sinh vién chau Au hoc 2 hoc ky dau
0 Florenz. Sau d6 c6 tiép tuc sang New York hoc.

Sau dot phat hanh quyén sach dau tién “Nijura- Di San Cua
Vuong Mién X& EIf’ ban sach 100.000 ban, nhiing tic phim
ké tiép cia Jenny-Mai Nguyén lan lugt ra doi gdm “Das
Drachentor” (Cong Rong), “Nocturna — Die Nacht der
gestohlenen Schatten” (Nocturma- Pém Cua Chiéc Béng Bi
Péanh Cip), “Rabenmond- Der magische Bund” (Vang Tring
Pen- C6 Ao Ma Thuat), “Die Sturmjiger von Aradon-
Feenlicht. Band 1”7 (Con Bao Cua Aradon- Téap 1), “Die
Sturmjdger von Aradon — Magierlicht. Band 2” (Con Bao Cua
Aradon- Tap 2), déu dat mirc doanh thu dang ké.

Nha xuét ban Random House Hoa Ky chuyén sang Anh ngit tir
ban Drc ngir tac pham cua Jenny-Mai Nguyén.

Sau kpi hoc nganh fiién‘ anh ¢ Dai hoc New York, Jenny-Mai
Nguyen da di chuyén vé Berlin nam 2009. C6 cling cu ngu &
Miinchen. New York va Florence.

Jenny-Mai Nguyén dang nd luc dé khong nhing la mot nha
van tiéng tim ma con 1a mot dao dién va mot nha bién kich
thanh cong nira. Hién, cd c6 hop dong viét kich ban phim cho
mot nha san xudt tai Ptc va ciing dang miét mai viét nhimng tac
pham vin hoc khac.
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Téc pham:

- Nijura — Das Erbe der Elfenkrone (CBJ, Miinchen 2007)
- Das Drachentor (CBJ, Miinchen 2007)

- Nocturna — Die Nacht der gestohlenen Schatten (CBJ,
Miinchen 2007)

- Rabenmond — Der magische Bund (CBJ, Miinchen 2008)
- Die Sturmjdger von Aradon — Feenlicht. Band 1 (CBJ,
Miinchen 2009)

- Die Sturmjdger von Aradon - Magierlicht. Band 2 (CBJ,
Miinchen 2010)

Trich:

Jenny-Mai Nguyén tic gia va tac pham
(trich ngi dung tom luoc theo Nguyén Manh Trinh)

Tiéu thuyét dau tay “Nijura, con dao d4 va vanh vuong mién”
mo ra nhitng chii dé khac nhau tiy theo suy nghi cta doc gia.
C6 thé 1a mot tiéu thuyét tinh cam ciia doi Itra yéu nhau. Nhung
cling c6 thé, 1 nhiing cudc tranh danh quyén luc cuc ky tan
bao. Hoic, 1a nhiing sy kién mau nhiém linh thiéng ctia nhung
thé gidi xa xam ma, chi c6 trong tri tudng twong nhung lai sinh
dong va mé ra nhitng tim vién kién bat ngo thich tha. Nhan vat
chinh 1a Nill, mot c¢6 gai lai Elf da tim théy duoc mot con dao
d4 mau nhiém trong rimg sau ma bi an ctia nd 1a mot bau vat dé
c6 thé hoa gidi mot cudc chién tranh c6 thé lam v& tung ca thé
gian. Mot bau vét khac la nira vanh vuong mién ma ké nao lam
chu s& co quyen luc toi thuong, khong c6 ai c6 thé lam thuong
tén va ca dat nudc dam lay EIf s& phai tudn phuc ménh 1énh
mot caich mu quéng. Va ntra vanh vuong mién ay da bi mot ké
4c chiém doat Elsysjar va xung 13 vua loai nguoi va t6 chirc tap
hop mot dao quan hing manh goi 13 quan Linh Xam dé 4p dat
mot ché do cai tri vo cung tan bao. Nhung lai c6 mdt nira vanh
vuong mién khac (tic 1 con dao da) khdng ché duoc 1a vii khi
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ctia nhitng nguoi EIf ty do, dugc rén diic bang phap thuat chan
chinh nhiém mau modi ngan chan dugc nhirng ké ac do.

Nill d3 duge lua chon dé mang con dao da va co la mot ddi
tugng phai trur di¢t cua doi quan Linh Xam. Qua nhiing cudc
chién d4u 4c liét. véi nhitng ngudi chung muc dich diing cam.
Nill di vuot qua nhidu ching dudng nguy nan dé dén mot muc
tiéu 1a ngon thap cua tén vua ac va trir diét han.
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Theo nhan xét cua to bao Siiddeutsche Zeitung;

“Jenny Mai Nguyén c6 giong vin sac bén va 1oi ké chuyén tai
tinh véi cdch sdang tao nhdn vit rdt sinh déng. O ting moi
trang sdch, quyén truyén Nijura- Di San Vieong Mién Ciia Xk
EIf déu gdy bat ngo cho déc gid. Trong khi d6, sw chuyén bién
tam 1y cdc nhan vit con doc ddio hon qua 16i dan dung cdu
chuyén hd'p déan dén ds khong thé nao dw dodn dwoc hanh
dong va suy nghi cua ho.

Tom lai, cho du vira doc xong nhitng danh tac thugc thé loai
fantasy nhw Eragon hodc The Lord Of The Rings, déc gid van
bi 16i cuén mot cach manh liét vao quyén truyén nay va phai
xem cho dén trang cudi ciing”.

Tai liéu tham khao:

- Jenny-Mai Nuyen Web: vi.wikipedia.org
- Jenny-Mai Nguyén tdc gia va tac pham Web: sangtao.org
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Cung soan gia

Vin hoc Mién Nam (1623-1954)

Vin hoc Mién Nam 1954-1975

Hai muoi nim Van hoc Mién Béc 1954-1975
Van hoc Viét Nam Can va Hién dai
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